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INTRODUCTION. 


IN  the  Notes  and  Illustrations  appended  to  this  our 
reproduction,  in  extenso  and  in  integrity,  of  Love's 
Martyr^  everything  that  seemed  to  call  for  notice  will  be 
found  —  it  is  believed  —  noticed  with  less  or  more  fulness. 
Thither  the  student-reader  is  referred  on  any  point  that  may 
either  interest  or  puzzle  him.  Here  I  wish  to  bring  together 
certain  wider  things  that  could  not  well  go  into  the  Notes 
and  Illustrations,  so  as  to  shew  that,  in  the  present  strangely 
n^Iected  book, We  have  a  noticeable  contribution  to  Eliza- 
bethan-Essex-Shakespeare literature. 

I  purpose  an  attempt  to  answer  these  questions : 
{a)  Who  was  ROBERT  CHESTER  > 

\b)  Who  was  Sir  John  Salisburie  ? 

(c)  Who  were   meant   by  the  Phcenix   and   the 

Turtle-dove  of  these  Poems  > 

(d)  What  is  the  message  or  fnotifoi  the  Poems  } 
{e)  What  is  the   relation   between   the  verse-con- 
tributions of  Shakespeare  and  the  other 
"MODERNE  Poets"  to  Love's  Martyr i 

(/)  Was  the  1611  issue  only  a  number  of  copies  of 
the    original    of    1601,   less   the   preliminary 
matter  and  a  new  title-page? 
(^)  Is  there  poetical  worth  in  the  book  } 
(A)  Who  was  TORQUATO  CCELIANO  ?  ^ 

(a)  Who  was  Robert  Chester  ?  His  name,  it  will  be 
observed,  appears  in  full,  '  Robert  Chester,'  in  the  original 
title-page  of  160T  ;  as  '  Ro.  Chester*  to  the  Epistle- 
dedicatory  to  Salisburie  (p.  4);  as  *R.  Chester'  to  "The 
Authors  request  to  the  Phoenix"  (p.  s);  as  'R.  Ch.'  in 
address  "To  the  kind  Reader"  (p.  6);  as  'R.  C  to  "Con- 
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vi  Introduction, 

elusion"  (p.  142);  and  as  'R.  Chester'  at  close  of  "Cantoes" 
(p.  167).  I  have  sought  almost  in  vain — and  I  have  had  cap- 
able and  earnest  fellow-seekers — for  contemporary  notices  of 
either  the  man  or  his  book.  Even  later,  the  bibliographical 
authorities,  e.g,y  Ritson,  Brydges,  Lowndes,  Collier,  Hazlitt, 
beyond  giving  the  title-pages  and  other  details  with  (on  the 
whole)  fair  accuracy,  yield  not  one  scintilla  of  light.  Neither 
do  the  county-histories,  nor  editors  as  Gifford  and  Cunning- 
ham in  their  Ben  Jonson,  nor  Mr.  J.  O.  Halliwell-Phillipps  in 
his  natty  little  reprint  (in  ten  copies)  of  the  "  new  composi- 
tions." 

I  was  thus  shut  up  to  an  examination  of  the  genealogies 
of  a  somewhat  large  and  widely-distributed  tribe,  viz.,  the 
Chesters.  I  never  doubted  of  finding  in  Mr.  R.  E.  Chester 
Waters's  most  laborious  and  trustworthy  work  on  the 
Chesters,*  some  "  certain  sound  "  on  our  poet  as  the  soli- 
tary Chester,  who,  in  poetry  at  any  rate,  has  any  fame  or 
interest  for  us  in  this  late  day ;  but  even  in  his  matterful 
tomes  I  was  doomed  to  disappointment.  Equally  unex- 
pected was  my  failure  to  obtain  from  my  many-yeared 
friend  Dr.  Joseph  Lemuel  Chester  of  Bermondsey  —  than 
whom  one  rarely  meets  with  so  thoroughly-furnished, 
unwearied,  accurate,  and  generous  a  worker  —  anything 
approaching  certainty  of  identification.  After  very  con- 
siderable reading  and  comparison  of  authorities,  I  found 
only  one  member  of  the  known  families  of  Chester  bearing 
the  Christian  name  of  Robert,  whose  position,  circumstances 
and  dates  fitted  in  with  the  possible  authorship  oi  Love's 
Martyr,  From  his  dedicating  his  book  to  Sir  John  Salisburie, 
and  many  incidental  evidences  of  familiarity  in  courtly  and 
high  circles,  I  fixed  on  him.  On  communicating  my  conclu- 
sion to  Dr.  Chester,  he  was  inclined  to  doubt ;  but  since, 
he  has  conceded  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  facts  of  his  life 
against  the  identification,  and  that  there  really  is  no  other 
claimant    Accordingly  he  has  aided  me  with  characteristic 

•  Memoirs  of  the  Chesters  of  Chichiley. 
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painstaking  and  ardour,  from  his  abundant  stores,  in  giving 
such  data  concerning  him  (dim  I  meagre  enough)  as  remain. 
I  mean  a  Robert  Chester,  who  became  SiR  Robert 
Chester.  The  first  of  his  family  distinctly  recognisable^ 
was  William  Chester  of  Chipping  Barnett,  Herts ;  who 
died  early  in  1566.  By  his  wife  Maud  (or  Matilda)  he  was 
father  of  Leonard  Chester,  of  Blaby,  co.  Leicester  —  whose 
family  is  embraced  in  the  Heraldic  Visitations  of  their 
County — and  of  Sir  Robert  Chester  of  Royston,  Herts, 
who  was  the  eldest  son.  The  family  is  said  to  have  des* 
cended  from  an  ancient  one  in  Derbyshire,  where  Chesters 
had  laige  possessions^  and  members  of  which  represented 
the  town  of  Derby  in  Parliament,  temp.  Edward  II  and  III. 
The  Derbyshire  estates  were  expended  in  supporting  the 
daim  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond  (Henry  VII)  to  the  crown. 
This  Sir  Robert  Chester  was  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn  in 
1532,  and  is  subsequently  described  in  various  MSS.  as 
"  Standard  Bearer,"  "  Gentleman  Usher  "  and  "  Gentleman 
of  the  Privy  Chamber"  to  King  Henry  VIII ;  from  whom 
he  obtained  a  Grant  of  the  Monastery  of  Royston,  with 
its  manors  and  possessions,  in  the  counties  of  Herts  and 
Cambridge.  He  was  knighted  by  King  Edward  VI  at 
Wilton,  2nd  September  1552,  and  was  High  Sheriff  of  Herts 
and  Essex  in  1565.  He  died  25th  November  1574,  and  was 
buried  at  Royston.*  By  his  first  wife  Catherine,  daughter 
of  John  Thr(^fmorton,  Tortworth,  co.  Gloucester,  Esquire, 
he  had  a  numerous  issue.f  He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 
son  and  heir,  Edward  Chester  Esquire  of  Royston,  who 
was  about  thirty  years  old  at  his  father's  death.  Curiously 
enough.  Sir  Robert  Chester  married  as  his  second  wife, 
Magdalen,  widow  of  Sir  James  Granado,  Knt,  on  the  same 
day  and  at  the  same  place,  that  his  son  Edward  Chester, 

*  Among  the  *' Nativities"  in  Ashmole's  MSS.  in  Bodleian  Library,  pp.  166^ 
176,  &C.,  is  one  which  states  that  Sir  Robert  Chester  was  bom  25th  November, 
1510,  and  died  on  his  birthday,  aged  64. 

t  Qatterbock,  x.m.,  describes  her  as  daughter  of  Christopher  Throckmorton 
of  Coorse  Court,  co.  Gloucester,  Esq.     Ci.  Chauncy,  s.n. 
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married  Sir  James  Granado's  only  daughter  and  heiress,  f>., 
father  and  son  married  respectively  mother  and  daughter. 
This  took  place  at  Royston  on  27th  November  1564.  The 
wife  of  Edward  Chester  survived  her  husband  and  was 
again  married,  viz.,  to  Alexander  Dyer,  Esq.  He  was 
admitted  to  Gray's  Inn  in  1562,  and  was  subsequently  in 
service  as  a  Colonel  in  the  Low  Countries.  Besides  two 
daughters  («)  Mary,  who  married  an  Edward  Thomburgh, 
or  Thomborough  of  Shaddesden,  co.  Southampton,  Esq. 
ip)  Another,  who  married  an  Edward  Roberts  —  Edward 
Chester  left  a  son  ROBERT,  who  was  declared  heir  to  his 
father  by  Inquisition  post  mortem,  dated  15th  January 
1578-9,  being  then  aged  twelve  years,  six  months  and 
sixteen  days,  which  fixes  his  birth  about  the  last  of  June 
1566.  This  Robert  Chester,  I  indentify  with  the  author  of 
Love's  Martyr.  In  1596  HENRY  Holland  dedicated  his 
Christian  Exercise  of  Fasting  to  him,  in  grave  and  grateful 
and  admiring  words.*  He  was  a  J.P.  for  Herts  and  Sheriff 
of  Herts  in  1599.  From  NiCHOLS'  Progresses  of  King 
James  /,  I  glean  the  foUowings  light  notice  of  him : — "  His 
Majestie  being  past  Godmanchester,  held  on  his  waye 
towards  Royston ;  and  drawing  neere  the  Towne,  the 
Shiriffe  of  Huntingtonshire  [Sir  John  Bedell]  humbly  tooke 
his  leave ;  and  there  he  was  received  by  that  worthy  Knight 
Sir  Edward  Denny,  High  Shiriffe  of  Hartfordshire . . .  and . . . 
in  brave  manner  he  conducted  his  Majestie  to  one  Mafter 
Chester's  house,  where  his  Majestie  lay  that  night  on  his 
owne  Kingly  charge."t  On  this  Nichols  annotates:  — 
"  Though  *  Master  Chester'  was  then  owner  of  the  Priory  at 
Royston,  and  attended  on  the  King  at  his  entrance  into 
the  Town,  it  was  more  probably  at  his  mansion  of  Cocken- 
hatch  (in  the  parish  of  Barkway,  near  Royston),  that  he  had 
the  honour  of  entertaining  his  Royal  Master.  A  view  of 
this  house  may  be  seen  in  Ckauncy,  p.  I02."J  The  words 
that  the  King  "lay''  at  "Master  Chester's  house"  on  "his 

•  See  Postscript  to  this  Introduction  for  this  golden  little  Epistle-dedicatory, 
t  Vol.  i,  pp.  104-5.  X  I^i  P«  105. 
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owne  Kingly  chaige"  does  not  seem  to  indicate  lavish 
hospitality  on  the  part  of  the  host  But  he  must  have  given 
satisfaction  to  the  King  \  for  he  was  knighted  along  with 
a  shoal  of  others,  at  Whitehall,  on  23rd  July  i6o3.'t<  The 
exact  date  of  his  marriage  does  not  appear ;  but  his  wife 
was  Anne,  daughter  of  Henry  Capell,  Esq.,  of  Essex,  by  his 
wife,  the  Lady  Catherine  Manners,  daughter  of  Thomas, 
first  Earl  of  Rutland.  She  survived  him  not  quite  two 
years,  residing  at  Hitchen,  Herts.t  They  had  issue  at 
least  six  sons  and  six  daughters ;  and  their  issue  in  turn 
were  for  a  time  equally  numerous,  but  the  late  Mr.  Harry 
Chester  (who  died  in  1868)  believed  himself  the  last 
representative  of  the  race.}  He  died  on  3rd  May  164a 
On  his  death  he  was  possessed  of  the  manor  and  rectory 
of  Royston,  the  manors  of  Nuthamsted,  Cockenhatch, 
Hedley,  &c,  &a  His  Will,  dated  3rd  May  1638,  with 
codicils,  i6th  March  and  7th  April  1640^  was  proved  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  on  3rd  February  164JO-1, 
by  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  Edward  Chester,  Esq.,  whose 
age  at  his  father^s  death  was,  according  to  the  Inquisition, 
forty  years  and  upwards.  || 

On  these  facts  I  would  note — (a)  In  1601,  when  Lovis 
Martyr  was  published,  he  was  in  his  thirty-fifth  year ;  but 
the  phrase  in  his  Epistle-dedicatory  to  Salisbury,  *my  long 
expected  labour*  may  carry  its  composition  back  some  few 
years  at  least  {b)  Specifically,  while  long  portions  were 
probably  written  much  earlier,  the  'Turtle-dove'  being 
Essex  and  being  in  Ireland,  ascertains  date  of  composition 
of  all  referring  to  'Paphos  He'  1598-9 — the  period  of 
Essex's  absence,  (^r)  In  161 1  he  was  in  his  forty-fifth  year, 
and  no  longer  plain '  Robert  Chester,'  but  Sir  Robert  Chester 

*  VoL  i,  p.  21 8.  Doubtless  when  the  King  afterwards  built  himself  a  residence 
at  Royston  there  would  be  frequent  intercourse. 

t  Her  Will  is  dated  12th  and  was  proved  the  26th  of  March  1642. 

X  The  chief  line  of  descent  of  these  Chesters  was  by  this  Edward,  son  of  our 
Sir  Robert,  who  was  also  knighted.  The  sons  entered  the  various  professions. 
I  notice  two  of  them  onward.  Harry  Chester,  above  mentioned,  was  son  of 
tnother  Sir  Robert  Chester,  well-remembered  as  Master  of  the  Ceremonies 
during  the  reigns  from  Geoige  III  to  Victoria.     ||  See  Postscript  B  for  Abstract* 
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Knight,  and  husband  of  an  Earl's  daughter  linked  to  the 
Sidnejrs.  Is  the  explanation  of  the  withdrawal  of  his  name 
from  the  new  title-page  of  1611  that  his  early  literary 
fervours  had  chilled  with  his  social  dignities  ?  {d)  At  his 
death  he  was  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  One  longs  to  know 
more  of  a  man  who  in  his  prime  personally  acquainted 
with  Shakespeare,  Ben  Jonson,  Chapman,  Marston  and  other 
of  the  'mighties/  survived  them  all.  The  "new  compositions'* 
for  his  own  book,  drawn  from  them,  especially  the  fact  that 
it  stands  alone  in  having  a  contribution  from  Shakespeare, 
would  make  any  man  remarkable. 

ip)  Who  was  Sir  John  Salisburie  >  Lovis  Martyr 
is  dedicated  to  him  as  "  To  the  Honourable,  and  (of  me 
before  all  other)  honored  Knight "  and  "  one  of  the  Esquires 
of  the  bodie  to  the  Queenes  most  excellent  Maiestie"  (p.  3), 
and  in  the  title-page  of  the  "diverse  Poeticall  Effaies"  he 
is  designated  "the  true-noble  Knight"  (p.  177).  Even  these 
slight  descriptions  guide  us  to  the  Salisburys  or  Salisburies 
of  Lleweni,  Denbighshire  —  long  extinct.  Dr.  Thomas 
Nicholas,  in  his  Annals  and  Antiquities  of  the  Counties  and 
County  Families  of  Wales,  commences  his  account  of  the 
Salusburys  thus : — "  The  long  standing  and  distinguished 
alliances  of  the  Salusburys  of  Lleweni,  in  the  Vale  of  Clwyd, 
and  the  high  character  borne  by  several  of  the  line,  render 
them  a  notable  house,  and  awaken  regret  at  their  dis- 
appearance. The  name  is  spelt  differently  in  early  writings — 
Salusbury,  Salesbury,  Salsbury ;  Dwnn  almost  always  adopt- 
ing the  phonetic  method,  spells  this  name  "  Salsberie."  They 
were  of  Lleweni  and  Machymbyd.  At  what  time  they  first 
came  to  Denbighshire,  or  how  the  surname  originated,  is  not 
known,  but  it  is  believed  that  their  origin  was  Welsh.  John 
Salusbury,  the  third  of  the  name  known  to  us,  was  the 
founder  of  the  Priory  of  White  Friars  at  Denbigh,  and  died 
A.D.  1289.  He  must  therefore  have  witnessed  the  great 
struggle  of  Llewelyn  and  Edward,  which  was  very  hot  in 
those  parts.     His  grandson,  William  Salusburj',  was  M.P. 
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for  Leominster  1332,  long  before  members  were  appointed 
for  Wales.  William's  grandson,  Sir  Harry  Salusbury  (died 
circay  1399),  was  a  Knight  of  the  Sepulchre,  and  his  brother 
John  was  Master  of  the  House  for  Edward  HI,  and  suffered 
death  in  1388."     (p.  392.) 

He  thus  continues  :  **  Sir  Harry's  grandson,  Sir  Thomas 
Salusbury,  Knt,  the  first  mentioned  in  the  pedigrees  as  of 
Lleweniy  was  a  man  of  great  note  as  citizen  and  soldier. 
His  consort  was  Jonet,  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
Fychan  of  Caemavon.  He  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
battle  of  Blackheath  (1497)  against  Perkin  Warbeck's 
insurrection,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  by  Her.ry  VH. 
with  the  order  of  knighthood.  He  died  1505,  and  was 
buried  at  the  White  Friars,  Denbigh  (Whitchurch).  Sir 
Roger,  his  son,  married  a  Puleston  of  Emral,  and  was 
folk>wed  by  Sir  John  of  Lleweni,  who  married  a  Myddleton 
of  Chester,  of  the  Gwaenynog  line.  He  was  constable  of 
Denbigh  Castle  in  1530,  and  served  in  several  parliaments 
for  the  county  of  Denbigh  —  died  1578.  His  son,  John 
Salusbury,  Esq.,  of  Lleweni,  was  the  member  of  this  house 
who  married  the  celebrated  Catherine  Tudor  of  Berain ; 
and  his  son  by  Catherine,  Thomas  Salusbury,  Esq.,  married 
Mai^aret,  daughter  of  Morys  Wynn,  Esq.,  of  Gwyder,  but 
had  no  male  issue ;  his  second  son,  John,  married  Ursula, 
daughter  of  Henry  Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Sir  Henry  Salusbury,  Bart.,  who  married 
Hester,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Myddelton,  Knt,  of  Chirk 
Castle.  His  line  terminated  with  his  grandson  Sir  John, 
whose  daughter  and  sole  heir  married  Sir  Robert  Cotton, 
Bart.,  of  Combermere,  Cheshire,  from  whom  the  Cotnbertnere 
family  are  derived.  Cotton-Hall^  named  after  the  Cottons, 
was  the  birth-place  of  the  great  General  Lord  Combermere. 
The  Lleweni  estate  was  sold  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton  to  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Fitzmaurice  "  (p.  392). 

Turning  back  on  these  names,  our  Sir  John  Salisburie 
was  John,  second  son  of  John  Salusbury  —  who  died  in  his 
father   Sir    John    Salusbury's    life-time  —  by  (as    above 
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Catherine  Tudor  of  Berain.*     He  was  born  "about  1567" 

—  a  portrait  of  him  having  been  at  Lleweny,  dated  1591, 
aet.  24.t  He  became  heir  of  his  brother  Thomas,  who  was 
executed,  in  1586,  for  conspiring  to  deliver  Mary,  Queen  of 
Scots,  from  imprisonment.  His  wife  was  (as  above)  Ursula, 
a  '  natural  *  daughter  of  Henry,  fourth  Earl  of  Derby.  The 
record  of  administration  of  her  estate,  as  of  the  town  of 
Denbigh,  is  dated  9th  May  1636.  They  had  four  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Henry,  the  eldest  and  only  surviving  son, 
was  created  a  baronet,  as  of  Lie  wen  i,  loth  November  16 19, 
and  died  2nd  August  1632.  His  only  surviving  son  was 
Sir  Thomas  Salusbury,  author  of  "Joseph,"  a  poem  (1636) 

—  who  died  in  1643.J     Our  Sir  John  was  sumamed  "the 

*  Dr.  Nicholas,  as  before,  gives  an  interesting  account  of  this  famous 
'*  Catherine";  and  I  deem  it  well  to  avail  myself  of  it,  as  follows: —  '*  Catherine 
of  Berain,"  the  most  noted  of  her  race  in  this  country,  was  of  the  clan  or  tribe 
of  Marchwerthian,  and  was  left  sole  heiress  of  Berain.  She  married  four  hus- 
bands, each  of  a  high  and  honourable  house,  and  had  such  a  numerous  ofTspring 
that  the  name  was  given  her  of  Mam  Cymru^  **the  mother  of  Wales."  Her 
first  husband  was  John  Salisbury,  Ksq.,  of  Llyweni,  and  her  estate  of  Berain 
was  inherited  by  her  children  gotten  by  him.  The  second  was  Sir  Richard 
Clough  of  Denbigh,  Knt.  of  the  Sepulchre,  who  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
Holy  Land;  the  third,  Morys  Wynn,  Esq.,  of  Gwyder;  and  the  fourth,  Edward 
Thelwall  of  Plas-y-Ward.  Catherine  of  Berain's  father  was  Tudyr  ap  Robert 
ap  levan  ap  Tudyr  ap  Gruffydd  Lloyd  ap  Heiljm  Frych,  which  Heilyn  Fiych 
was  ninth  in  descent  from  Marchwerthian,  Lord  of  Isaled,  founder  of  the 
eleventh  noble  tribe."  .  .  .  "The  portrait  of  Catherine,  given  in  Yorke*s  Royal 
Tribes^  marks  a  person  of  firmness  and  intelligence,  and  these  qualities,  added 
to  her  estate  and  numcrons  alliances  and  offspring,  supplied  her  with  a  charm 
which  the  bardic  heralds  of  the  time  knew  not  how  to  resist ;  they  spared  no 
pains,  accordingly,  to  provide  her  with  a  lineage  whose  antiquity  would  com- 
port with  their  idea  of  her  merits.  Tud3T  was  carried  back  to  Urien  Rheged, 
and  he  of  course  to  Coel  Godebog,  who,  although  a  reputed  contemporary  with 
Herod  the  Great,  was  vouched  by  the  bards  to  have  a  full  blown  heraldic  coat 

—  'Arg.,  an  eagle  displayed  with  two  heads,  sable.'  Coel  was  in  the  twelfth 
degree  from  Bell  Mawr,  King  of  Britain  72  B.a,  who  bore,  they  said,  'Az., 
three  crowns  Or  in  pale*;  and  he  was  about  the  fifteenth  from  Brutus,  who,  as 
the  bards  believed,  came  to  Britain  about  B.C.  II36,  bearing  along  with  his 
father  Sylvius,  an  escutcheon  charged  thus;  —  'Quarterly:  i.  Or,  a  lion  ram- 
pant passant  Gu. ;  2,  Az.,  three  crowns  Or  in  bend '  1 "    (p.  393.) 

t  Pennant's  T(mr  in  tVaUs,  voL  ii,  p.  145. 

t  The  Bibliographers  overlook  that  Sir  John  Salisbury  has  a  longish  poem 
prefixed  to  Broffuna,  1632,  folio. 
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strong";  and  that  explains  Hugh  Gryffith's  playing  on 
'might' — of  which  anon.  He  was  M.P.  for  co.  Denbigh 
43  Elizabeth  (i  600-1).  All  the  authorities  say  he  died  in 
1613  ;  but  no  Will  nor  administration  of  his  estate  has  been 
found.  A  shadow  of  obscurity  thus  lies  on  the  memory  of 
Chester's  *'  true-noble  Knight "  —  unlifted  even  from  his 
(exact)  death-date.  Spelling  of  names  was  so  arbitrary 
and  variant  then,  that  I  should  have  attached  no  difficulty 
to  the  family-spelling  of '  Salusbury '  as  against  '  Salisburie ' 
of  Lav^s  Martyr,  As  I  write  this  I  am  called  upon  to 
annotate  a  Sir  Stephen  Poll  —  according  to  one  of  Nicholas 
Breton's  Epistles-dedicatory  —  while  he  really  was  Sir 
Stephen  Powle,  and  so  is  it  endlessly.  But  I  am  enabled 
absolutely  to  identify  Sir  John  Salusbury  of  Lleweni  with 
Chester's  Salisburie.  For  this  is  placed  beyond  dispute  by 
another  Epistle-dedicatory  addressed  to  him  as  —  be  it 
noted  —  {a)  of  'Llewen,'  {b)  as  *Esquier  for  the  Bodie  to 
the  Queene's  most  excellent  Maiestie,'  as  in  Chester ;  and 
which,  in  the  sorrowful  absence  of  other  information,  is  of 
pecuh'ar  interest.  It  is  found  in  the  following  little  volume 
of  Verse,  of  which  only  a  single  exemplar  (preserved  at 
Isham)  is  known  : 

"  SiNBTES 

PaffioDs  Yppon  his  fortunes, 
oflfered  for  an  Inoenfe  at  the 
(hrine  of  the  Ladies  which  gui- 
ded his  dillempered 
thottgfates. 
The  Patrons  patheticall  Po- 
fies,  Sonets,  Maddrigals,  and 
Roundelayes.     Together  with 
Sinetes  Dompe. 
Plena  Terecundi  culpa  pudoris  erat 
By  Robert  Parky 
Gent. 
At  London 
Printed  by  T.  P.  for  William 
Holme,  and  are  to  be  fould  on 
Lud^te  hill  at  the  figne  of 
the  holy  Lambe. 

1597"  (sna.  i2mo) 

C 
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The  Epistle-dedicatory  shews  (i)  That  being  plain  'John 
Salisburie'  in  1597  he  must  have  been  knighted  between 
1597  and  1601,  (2)  That  he  was  of  the  Queen's  household ; 
and  so  could  well  introduce  his  friend  Chester  into  court 
It  thus  runs : 

IF  "  72?  /Af  rigltt  worJhipfuU  John 

Salisburie,  ofLlewen,  Esquier, 

for  the  Bodie  to  the  Queenes 

mofl  excellent  Maiestie. 

THe  Hope  of  thefe,  and  glafle  of  future  times, 
O  Heros  which  eu'n  enuie  itfelfe  adxnir's, 
Vouch&fe  to  guarde,  &  patronize  my  rimes, 
My  humble  rime,  which  nothing  elfe  desir*s  ; 
But  to  make  knowne  the  greatnes  of  thy  minde 
To  Honors  throne  that  euer  hath  been  inclyn'd. 
Geue  leaue  a  while  vnto  my  breathing  Muse, 
To  pause  vpon  the  accent  of  her  fmarte, 
From  the  refpite  of  this  (hort-taken  truce, 
For  to  recorde  the  actions  of  my  Harte  : 
Which  vowed  hath,  to  manifefl  thy  worth. 
That  noble  fruites  to  future  age  bringes  foorth. 

Eu^n  thou  alone,  which  ftrengthn*(l  my  repofe. 
And  doeft  geue  life  vnto  my  dead  defire, 
Which  malice  daunt'fte,  that  did  thy  fame  oppofe. 
Now,  with  reuiuing  hope,  my  quill  infpire : 
So  he  may  write,  and  I  may  gloiie  finge. 
That  time,  in  time,  may  plucke  out  enui's  (ling. 

Renowned  Patron,  my  wayling  verfe, 
To  whofe  proteA  I  flye  for  friendly  ayde, 
Vouchfafe  to  heare,  while  I  my  woes  rehearfe : 
Then  my  poore  mufe,  will  neuer  be  difmaide, 
To  countenance  the  babling  £ccho*s  frowne, 
That  future  age  may  ring  of  thy  renowne. 

I  that  ere-while  with  Pan  his  hindes  did  play, 
And  tun'd  the  note>  that  bell  did  pleafe  my  minde, 
Content  to  fing  a  fheapheard's  Round-delay ; 
Now  by  thy  might,  my  Mufe  the  way  did  finde, 
With  Madrigals,  to  (lore  my  homely  flile, 
Graced  with  th'  applaufe,  of  thy  well  graced  fmile. 
Eu'n  thou  I  fay,  whofe  trauaile  hope  doth  veilde, 
That  honours  worth,  may  reape  a  due  rewarde, 
Which  flyes  with  natiue  plume  vnto  the  fielde ; 
Whofe  paines  deferues  thy  cuntrejrs  juft  regaide : 
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Time  caimot  da/he,  nor  enuie  blemiih  thofe, 

Whom  on  fam's  ilrength  haue  built  their  chiefe  repofe. 

Tis  only  that,  which  thou  mayft  clayme  thine  owne, 
Deaouring  time,  cannot  obfcure  the  fame^ 
In  future  age  by  this  thou  mayft  be  knowne, 
When  as  poilerities  renue  thy  £une : 
Then  thou  being  dead,  (halt  lyfe  a  newe  poflefle. 
When  workes  nor  wordes,  thy  worthynes  exprefie  : 
Then  (hall  my  rime  a  fort  of  Ilrength  remaine, 
To  fliidd  the  fiorifli  of  thy  high  renowne, 
That  niin*s  force  may  neu*r  graces  flaine, 
Which  with  fame's  found  (hall  through  the  world  bee  blowne  : 
Yf  that  the  ocean  which  includes  our  (lile. 
Would  pafTage  graunt  out  of  this  noble  Ide. 

For  ilelLng  tyme  of  mufes  lowe  remaine, 
Will  from  the  foantaine  of  her  chiefe  conceyte, 
Still  out  the  fame,  through  Lymbecke  of  my  bmine, 
That  glorie  takes  the  honour  to  repeate : 
Whofe  fubiedl  though  of  royall  accents  barde. 
Yet  to  the  (ame,  Touchfafe  thy  due  rewarde : 
So  (hall  my  felfe,  and  Pen,  bequeath  their  toylej 
To  fing,  and  write  prayes,  which  it  felfe  (hall  prayfe, 
Which  time  with  cutting  Sithe,  (hall  neuer  fpoyle. 
That  often  worthy  Heros  &me  delayes  : 
And  I  encouraged  by  thy  applaufe. 
Shall  teach  my  mufe  on  higher  things  to  paufe."    (pp.  2-4.) 

Robert  Parry,  Gent,  is  but  a  sorry  poet ;  for,  except 
here  and  there  a  touch  of  passion  and  a  well-turned  com- 
pliment, 'Sinetes'  is  sere  and  scentless.  But  it  is  clear 
that  Salisburie's  patronage  was  highly  valued.  Besides,  an 
'  H.  P.'  who  writes  '*  In  prayfe  of  the  Booke "  thus  speaks 
of  him : 

"thy  worthie  patron  is  thy  fort 

Thou  necdes  not  (hunne  t'  approch  into  ech  place, 
Thy  flowring  bloome  of  wit  (hall  thee  report.** 

Still  further  helpful  in  identification  is  another  poem  in 
the  tiny  volume,  signed  "  Hugh  Gryffyth,  Gent,"  which  is 
headed  "  Poffe  &  nolle  nobile."  That  by  this  our  Salisburie 
was  intended  is  confirmed  by  our  Chester's  placing  the  same 
motto  at  the  head  of  his  Epistle-dedicatory  (p.  3),  in  addi- 
tion to  his  name  being  introduced  in  the  poem  itself.  I 
gladly  make  room  for  the  lines  : 
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**  A  worthie  man  deferues  a  worthie  motte, 
As  badge  thereby  his  nature  to  declare. 
Wherefore  the  fates  of  purpofe  did  alot. 
To  this  braue  Squire,  this  fimbole  fweete  and  rare: 
Of  might  to  fpoyle,  but  yet  of  mercie  fpare, 
A  fimbole  fure  to  Salifberie  due  by  right 
Who  flill  doth  ioyne  his  mercy  with  his  might. 
Though  lyon  like  his  Poff?  might  take  place, 
Yet  like  a  Lambe  he  No/If  vfeth  aye, 
Right  like  himfelfe  (the  flower  of  Salifberies  race) 
Who  neuer  as  yet  a  poore  man  would  difmay : 
But  princockes  finde  be  vCd  to  daunt  alway: 
And  fo  doth  dill:  whereby  is  knowcn  full  well 
His  noble  minde  and  manhood  to  excell. 
AU  crauen  curres  that  coms  of  caflrell  kinde, 
Are  knowne  full  well  whe  they  their  might  would  ftraiue. 
The  poore  t'  oppreiTe  that  would  there  fauour  finde  T 
Or  yeilde  himfelfe  their  freindfhip  to  attayne: 
Then  feruile  fottes  triumphes  in  might  a  mayne. 
But  fuch  as  coms  from  noble  lyons  race, 
(Like  this  braue  fquire)  who  yeeldes  receaues  to  grace. 
Haud  ficta  loquor. 

I  suppose  "  Poffe  et  nolle,  nobile  " —  evidently  Ais  motto 
or  impressa — gathers  into  itself  Sir  John  Salisburie's  name 
of  "the  strong"  as  over-against  his  gentleness  =  To  have 
the  power  [strength]  to  do  and  yet  to  be  unwilling  to  do 
[harm]  is  noble.  It  is  just  Isabella's  pleading  in  Measure 
for  Measure  (act  ii,  sc.  2,  11.  107-9): 

"  O,  it  is  excellent 

To  haue  a  giant's  strength;  but  it  is  tyrannous 
Toufeitlikeagiant'' 

Nor  is  this  all  *  Sinetes '  gives  us.      For  before  the  *  Posies ' 

—  within  an  arched  temple  gate-way —  is  this  repetition  of 

the  principal  title-page : 

"The 

Patrone  his  pa- 

thetical  Pofies, 

Sonets,  Maddri- 

galls,  &  Roun- 

delayes. 

Together 

with  Sinetes 

Dompe. 
Plena  verecu 
di  culpa  pu- 
doris  erat " 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Introduction.  xvii 

This  is  somewhat  ambiguous ;  for  one  is  left  in  doubt 
whether  the  'pathetical  Posies,  Sonets,  Maddrigalls,  and 
Roundelayes  *  are  Salisburie's,  as  his  productions,  or  by  gift 
of  Parry.  The  following  are  the  contents  of  the  division  : 
I.  The  patrones  conceyte;  2.  The  patrones  affection ;  3.  The 
patrones  phantafie ;  4.  The  patrones  pauze  an  ode  ;  5.  The 
dittie  to  Sospiros  (2);  6.  The  patrones  Dilemma  (2);  7.  The 
Palmers  Dittie  vppon  his  Almes ;  8.  The  Patrones  Adieu  ; 
9.  Fides  in  Fortunam  (2);  10.  My  forrow  is  ioy ;  ii.  An 
Almon  for  a  Parrat;  12.  The  authors  mufe  vpon  his  Con- 
ceyte ;  13.  Fides  ad  fortunam  ;  Sonnettos  1-3 1.  To  Paris 
darling — Buen  matina — Maddrigall — Roundelay —  Sinettes 
Dumpe — Poffe  &  nolle  nobile — The  Lamentation  of  a  Male- 
content,  &c.  I  select  from  these  verses,  three,  to  give  a  taste  of 
the  quality  of  this  other  eulogist  of  our  Chester's  Salisburie, 
and  because  it  is  just  barely  possible  (though  I  confess  im- 
probable) that  Sir  John  Salisburie  is  their  author.  There 
are  gleams  in  these  selections  from  '  the  Patrone's  *  division, 
not  in  the  body  of  the  poems.* 

I.    The  Patrone's  Pauze  an  Ode. 
Dimprs  florilh,  beauties  grace, 
Fortune  fmileth  in  thy  face, 
Eye  bewrayeth  honours  flower, 

•  These  hitherto  utterly  unknown  and  unused  *  poems  *  form  part  of  that 
lucky  find  of  my  friend  Mr.  C.  Edmonds  at  Ishara.     But  he  had  no  idea 
whatever  of  their  bearing  on  Lovis  Martyr,     I  am  indebted  to  Sir  C.  Isham  of 
Lamport  Hall  for  a  leisurely  loan  of  this,  as  of  other  of  his  book-treasures. 
Note  that  I  have  silently  corrected  two  or  three  slight  misprints  and  punctuations, 
as  'Whose'  for  *  Who,'  &c     With  reference  to  the  possible  Salisburie  author- 
ship of  the  most  of  the  second  division  of  the  small  volume,  perhaps  11.  37-40 
in  the  Epistle-dedicatoiy,  were  meant  to  refer  to  his  Verses  —  thus: 
"  Tis  only  that,  which  thou  mayft  clayme  thine  owne, 
Deuouring  time,  cannot  obfcure  the  fame. 
In  future  age  by  this  thou  mayft  be  knowne. 
When  as  pofterities  renue  thy  fiune,  &c" 
Then  the  phrase  in  the  title,  'The  Patrone  his  pathetical  Pofies,'  &c,  and 
especially  its  interposition  between  '  Sinete's  Dompe,'  makes  one  hesitate  in 
rejecting  the  Salisburie  authorship.     It  does  not  add  to  the  belief  that  these 
Verses  are  by  the  Patron  that  the  lady  addressed  seems  to  be  one  '  of  honour ' 
or  <  high  rank ';  for  Parry  himself  was  a  '  Gentleman '  as  he  tells  us  in  hb  title- 
page. 
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Loue  is  norif  d  in  thy  bower, 
In  thy  bende«l  brow  doth  lye, 
2^eale  imprefl  with  chaditie. 

Loue's  darling  deere. 
O  pale  lippes  of  coral  hue, 
Rarer  die  then  cheries  newe, 
Arkes  where  reofon  cannot  trie, 
Beauties  riches  which  doth  lye, 
Entomb'd  in  that  fayrefl  frame, 
Touch  of  breath  perfumes  the  fame. 

O  rubie  cleere. 
Ripe  Adon  fled  Venvs  bower, 
Ayming  at  thy  fweeteft  flower. 
Her  ardent  loue  ford  the  fame, 
Wonted  agents  of  his  flame  : 
Orbe  to  whofe  enflamed  fier, 
Loue  inccnfd  him  to  afpire. 

Hope  of  our  time. 
Oriad's  of  the  hills  drawe  neere, 
Nayad's  come  before  your  peere  : 
Flower  of  nature  fliining  flioes, 
Riper  then  the  falling  rofe, 
Entermingled  with  white  flower  , 
Stayn'd  with  vermilion's  power. 

Neft'ld  In  our  clime. 
The  flluer  fwann  flng  in  Poe, 
Silent  notes  of  new-fpronge  woe. 
Tuned  notes  of  cares  I  fmg, 
Organ  of  the  mufes  fpringe, 
Nature's  pride  inforceth  me, 
Eu'n  to  rue  my  dellinie. 

Starre  fliew  thy  might 
Helen's  beautie  is  defaced, 
lo's  graces  are  di%rac*d. 
Reaching  not  the  twentith  part. 
Of  thy  gloafes  true  defart. 
But  no  maniaile  thou  alone, 
Eu'n  art  Venus  paragone. 

Arm'd  with  delight 
Iris  coulors  are  to[o]  bafe. 
She  would  make  Apelles  gaze, 
Refling  by  the  filuer  llreame, 
Tofling  nature  feame  by  feame, 
Pointing  at  the  chriftall  side. 
Arguing  her  maieflie. 
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II.     Loues  lampire  ilronge. 

Hayre  of  Amber,  frefli  of  hue, 
Wau'd  with  goulden  wyers  newe. 
Riches  of  the  fined  mould, 
Rareil  glorie  to  behould, 
Ympe  with  natures  Tertue  graft, 
Engines  newe  for  dolors  fraught,  : 

Eu'n  there  as  fpronge. 
A  lem  fram'd  with  Diamounds, 
In  whofe  voice  true  concord  founds, 
loy  to  all  that  ken  thy  fmile. 
In  thee  doth  vertue  fame  b^;uile. 
In  whofe  beantie  bumeth  fier, 
Which  difgraceth  Queene  defier : 

Saunce  all  compare. 
Loue  it  felfe  being  brought  to  gaze, 
Leames  to  treade  the  louers  maze  : 
Lying  yncouerM  in  thy  looke. 
Left  for  to  unclafpe  the  Booke  : 
Where  enroul'd  thy  fame  remaines, 
That  luno's  blufli  of  glory  ftaines : 

Blot  out  my  care. 
Spheare  containing  all  in  all, 
Only  firam'd  to  make  men  thrall : 
Onix  deck'd  with  honor's  worth. 
On  whofe  beauUe  bringeth  foorlh  ; 
Smiles  ou'r-douded  with  difdaine, 
Which  loyall  hearts  doth  paine : 

Voyde  of  dilgrace. 
Avrora's  blufti  that  decks  thy  (mile, 
Wayting  lovers  to  beguile  : 
Where  curious  thoughts  built  the  neft. 
Which  neu'r  yeilds  to  louer*s  reft  : 
Wafting  ftill  the  yeilding  eye, 
Whilft  he  doth  the  bcautie  fpie. 

Read  in  her  face. 
Lampe  enrich'd  with  honours  flower, 
Bloflbme  gracing  Venus  bower : 
Bearing  plumes  of  feathers  white. 
Wherein  Turtles  doe  delighte, 
Senfe,  would  feeme  to  weake  to  finde, 
Reafon's  depth  in  modeft  minde  : 

Yeilding  defire. 
Lode-ftarre  of  my  happie  choyfe, 
In  thee  alone  I  doe  reioyce ; 
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O  happie  man  whofe  hap  is  fuch, 
To  be  made  happie  by  thy  tutch  : 
Thy  worth  and  worthynes  could  moue, 
The  (loutefl  to  incline  to  lone. 
EnflamM  with  fier. 

III.     Pofie  XL 
An  Almon  for  a  Parrat. 
Difdainfull  dames  that  mountaines  moue  in  thought, 

And  thinke  they  may  louves  thunder-bolt  controule, 

Who  pafl  compare  ech  one  doe  fet  at  naught, 
With  fqueamifli  fcom's  that  nowe  in  rethorick  roulc  : 
Yer  fcome  that  will  be  fcorn'd  of  proude  difdaine, 
I  fcome  to  beare  the  fcomes  of  fineft  braine. 

Gellures,  nor  lookes  of  fimpring  coy  conceyts, 
Shall  make  me  moue  for  {lately  ladies'  mocks  : 

Then  Sirens  ceafe  to  trap  with  your  deceyts. 
Lead  that  your  barkes  meete  vnexpected  rocks  : 

For  calmed  ebbe  may  yelld  the  roughed  tide, 

And  change  of  time,  may  change  in  time  your  pride. 
Leaue  to  conuerfe  if  needes  you  mud  inuay, 

Let  meaner  fort  feede  on  their  meane  entent. 
And  foare  on  dill,  the  larke  it  fled  awaye. 

Some  one  in  time  will  pay  what  you  have  lent, 
Poore  hungrie  gnates  faile  not  on  wormes  to  feede. 
When  goihawkes  milTe  on  hoped  pray  to  fpeede.        (pp.  i8-20.) 

I  add  just  one  other  snatch  : — 

Buen  matina. 
Sweete  at  this  moume  I  chaunced 

To  peepe  into  the  chamber ;  loe  I  glaunced  : 
And  fawe  white  dieetes,  thy  whjrter  skinne  difclofmg : 
And  fofte-fweete  cheeke  on  pyllowe  fode  repofmg ; 

Then  fayde  were  I  that  pillowe, 
Deere  for  thy  love  I  would  not  weare  the  willowe. 

As  with  Sir  Robert  Chester  himself,  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  no  personal  details  have  come  down  to  us 
concerning  SiR  JOHN  Salisburie.  It  demands  infinitely 
more  than  rank  and  transient  influence  to  keep  a  name 
quick  across  the  centuries.  How  pathetically  soon  the  small 
dust  of  oblivion  settles  down  —  not  to  be  blown  off —  on 
once  noisy  and  noised  lives !  So  is  it  —  spite  of  Chester 
and  Parry  and  Gryffyth  —  with  our  *  true-noble-knight' 
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One  little  after-link  between  a  Salisbury  and  a  Chester  I 
like  to  regard  as  going  toward  the  identification  of  our 
Chester  along  with  Sir  John  Salisbury  of  Lleweni.  It  is  this — 
Our  Sir  Robert  Chester,  having  two  sons  in  the  church,  viz., 
Dr.  Granado  Chester,  Rector  of  Broadwater,  co.  Sussex,  and 
Dr.  Robert  Chester,  Rector  of  Stevenage ;  it  is  found  that 
the  former  was  in  the  gift  of  Sir  Robert  Salusbury  of  Llan- 
whem,  Monmouthshire,  Baronet,  of  the  same  house.  One 
is  willing  to  think  that  the  ancient  family  friendship  between 
the  two  houses  led  to  this  '  presentation '  to  a  son  of  Sir 
John  Salisburie's  friend  by  a  Salisbury.  It  is  likewise  to  be 
recalled  that  the  Chesters  of  Derbyshire — ^as  we  have  seen — 
would  be  brought  into  relation  with  the  Salisburys  by  their 
common  opposition  in  the  field  to  Perkin  Warbeck,  and  in 
support  of  Henry  VII. 

{c)  Who  were  meant  by  the  'Phcenix'  and  the 
*  Turtle-dove  '  of  these  Poems.?  Turning  to  the 
original  title-page,  we  find  that  immediately  succeeding 
the  large-type  words: 

"LOVES  ^MARTYR: 

ROSALINS  COMPLAINT." 

are  these  other : 

''Alkgorically  Jhadowing  the  truth  of  Lxme, 

in  the  conftant  Fate  of  the  Phoenix 

and  Turtle^ 

Then  below  is  this  further  or  supplementary  explanation  : 

**  To  these  are  added  same  new  compositions y  of  seueraU  moderne  Writers 

whou  names  are  subscribed  to  their  seuerall  workes^  vpon  the 

first  fubieR:  viz,  the  Phoenix  and 

Turtle." 

D 
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Looking  next  at  "  The  Authors  request  to  the  Phoenix  " 

—  which,  as  it  is  annexed  to  the  Epistle-dedicatory  to  Sir 
John  Salisburie,  ^one  of  tJie  Esquires  of  tlie  bodie  to  tJie 
Queenes  mofl  excellent  Maiejiie*  so  it  is  in  itself  a  second 
dedication,  though  not  so  designated — I  ask  the  student- 
reader  to  weigh  the  compliments  in  these  Lines,  and 
especially  these : 

"  Phcenix  of  beautie,  beauteous  Bird  of  any  " 
"  That  feedft  all  earthly  fcuces  with  thy  fauor  " 
"  thy  perfe<£lions  pafling  beautie  " 

I  ask  also  that  it  be  noted  how  the  'allegory'  of  the  birds 

—  as  Phoenix  and  Turtle-dove  —  is  incidentally,  though  not 
I  think  accidentally,  dropped  even  thus  early,  and  two 
things  indicated  {d)  That  the  Author's  poems  in  so  far  as 
she,  the  'Phoenix,'  was  concerned,  sang  the  "home-writ 
praises  "  of  her  '  love ' : 

"  Accept  my  home-writ  pralfes  of  thy  lone  " 

{b)  That  he  was  not  pleading  for  himself  but  another,  viz., 
her  •  loue'  or  he  whom  she  loved.  He  seeks  that  she  will 
accept  these  "home-writ  praises"  and  her  'kind  accept- 
ance '  of  him  (the  '  loue '  of  the  prior  line) 

"  kind  acceptance  of  thy  Turtle-doue  " 

Thus  far  the  'home-writ  praises*  are  comparatively  in  "a 
lowly  flight "  (p.  6);  but  in  the  Poems-proper  all  is  exagger- 
ate and  hyperbolical.  As  pointed  out  in  the  Notes  and 
Illustrations/r^y«^^  it  very  soon  appears  that  the '  Phoenix ' 
is  a  person  and  a  woman,  and  the  '  Turtle-doue  *  a  person 
and  a  male,  and  that  while,  as  the  title-page  puts  it,  the 
poet  is  "  AUegorically  shadowing  the  truth  of  Love,"  it  is  a 
genuine  story  of  human  love  and  martyrdom  {Love's  Martyr). 
It  further  very  evidently  appears — as  also  shewn  in  the  Notes 
and  Illustrations  (p.  17, 1.4)  that  the '  Phoenix*  was  not  woman 
merely,  but  a  queen,  and  queen  of  '  Brytaine '  {Ibid),  In 
short,  no  one  at  all  acquainted  with  what  was  the  mode  of 
speaking  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  very  last,  will  hesitate 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Introduction.  xxiii 

in  recognizing  her  as  the  'Rosalin'  and  'Phoenix'  of  Robert 
Chester,  and  the  "  modeme  writers,"  of  this  book.  Let  the 
reader  keep  eye  and  ear  and  memory  alert,  and  he  will  {fneo 
judicio)  find  throughout,  that  in  Lovers  Martyr  and  the 
related  poems,  he  is  listening  to  the  every-day  language  of 
the  Pan^yrists  of  the  *  great  Queen/  That  is  to  say,  apart 
from  theories,  he  will  see  that  all  the  epithets,  and  much  of 
the  description  pointed,  and  could  point  alone,  to  Elizabeth. 
Her  '  beauty'  and  her  kind  of  beauty,  "beauty  that  excelled 
all  beauty  on  earth" — her  'princely  ey^s,'  her  'majestical* 
appearance,  her  palms  kissed  like  a  saint's,  her  chastity  — 
over  and  over  celebrated — her  'deep  counsels,'  her  fond- 
ness for  and  skill  in  music,  her  gift  of  poetry,  her 
eloquence,  the  "sweet  accents  of  her  tongue,"  her  being  a 
'  Phoenix,' '  Earth's  beauteous  Phoenix '  (p.  9),  and  a  Phoenix 
a  prey  to  the  want  of  a  successor — all  inevitably  make  us 
think  of  Elizabeth,  and  none  other  possible.  Let  any  one 
who  may  hesitate,  take  Nichols'  ^Progresses  of  Elizabeth!^ 
and  study  the  addresses  in  verse  and  prose  or  the  incense  of 
flattery  of  the  '  Devices '  and  similar  entertainments  of  her 
nobles.  It  will  surprize  me  if  he  hesitate  longer.  There  is 
this  also  to  be  remembered,  that  so  peculiar,  so  fantastically 
unique,  was  Elizabeth's  position,  that  no  one  —  with  his 
fortune  to  make  —  would  have  dared  to  write  thus  hyper- 
bolically  of  any  woman  on  English  ground  while  Elizabeth 
was  alive,  he  thereby  putting  Elizabeth  in  the  back-ground, 
and  infinitely  below  her.  Even  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  1602, 
i^.,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  Lov^s  Martyr^  thus  closes  a 
letter  to  her  Majesty :  "  And  so  most  humblie  imbracing 
and  admiringe  the  memory  of  thos  celestial  bewtyesy  which 
with  the  people  is  denied  mee  to  revew,  I  pray  God  your 
Majestie  may  be  etemall  in  joyes  and  happines.  Your 
Majesty's  most  humble  slaue.""f' 

*  3  vols.,  4ta  See  Postscript  to  this  Introduction,  C,  for  quotations  from 
Nichols. 

t  Edwards'  Ufe  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  vol.  li,  p.  260  (a  vols.,  8vo,  1868, 
Macmillan.) 
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By  my  Notes  and  Illustrations  I  put  it  in  the  power  of 
anyone  to  confirm  (or  to  confute  if  he  may)  this  interpreta- 
tion of  the  '  Phcenix '  as  intended  for  Elizabeth.  I  am  not 
aware  that  anyone  has  ever  so  much  as  hinted  at  the 
interpretation  ;  but  neither  do  I  know  that  any  one  before 
has  read  or  studied  the  extremely  rare  book.  The  excep- 
tional interest  of  the  "  new  compositions  "  by  Shakespeare, 
Ben  Jonson,  Chapman,  Marston,  and  others,  seems  to  have 
over-shadowed  the  larger  portion,  and  thereby,  likewise,  left 
these  "  new  compositions  "  without  a  key.* 

This  internal  evidence,  from  Love's  Martyr^  as  to 
Elizabeth  having  been  meant  by  the  *  Phcenix '  is  equally 
established  by  external.  That  is  to  say,  another  contem- 
porary Poet  —  and  only  supercilious  ignorance  will  deny 
the  name  to  the  author  of  The  Tragedie  of  Shores  Wife,  were 
there    no   more  —  Thomas    Churchyard  —  the    '  Old 

*  I  must  state  that,  haring  communicated  my  interpretation  of  the  '  Phoenix ' 
and  '  Turtle-dove '  to  my  dear  friend  and  fellow-worker  in  Elizabethan-Jacobean 
literature,  Dr.  Briusley  Nicholson  of  London,  I  was  more  than  gratified  to  learn 
that,  on  reading  the  proof-sheets  of  Ltrue^s  Martyr  (which  he  had  never  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  see  previously)  he  had  come  to  the  same  coudusions.  Thus 
wrought-out  in  absolute  independence,  the  conclusions  themselves  may,  perhaps, 
be  deemed  all  the  more  probable.  I  must  add,  that  I  have  had  the  very  great 
advantage  of  Dr.  Nicholson's  reading  of  the  entire  proof-sheets  of  the  text  and  of 
my  Notes  and  Illustrations.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  enthusiasm  and  insight  of 
my  richly-furnished  friend,  whose  restored  health  we  are  all  rejoicing  over.  As 
I  write  this  a  letter  reaches  me  from  Dr.  Nicholson  with  additional  illustrations 
and  confirmations  of  the  *  Phoenix '  being  Elizabeth  —  as  follows: 

**In  reading  Henry  Peacham,  M.A.,  his  Mtrurva  Britannia  or  Garden  of 
Heroicail  Devices,  i6i2,  a  series  of  pictorial  Impresas  or  Emblems,  with  verses 
in  English  and  Latin,  glorifying  James  and  his  family  and  the  chief  men  of  rank 
and  note  in  England,  I  came  across  a  passage  which  seems  to  shew  that 
Elizabeth  had  adopted  the  Phoenix  as  '  her  own '  Emblem.  At  the  conclusion 
he  has  a  poetic  vision  in  which  Minerva  Britannia,  as  I  suppose,  shows  him  a 
hall  filled  with  their  Impresas  and  Emblems  limned  on  the  shields  of  renowned 
Englishmen,  both  kings  and  peers;  and  having  enumerated  some  he  continues : 

'  With  other  numberleiTe  befide, 
That  to  haue  feene  each  one's  deuife. 
How  liuely  limnVi,  how  well  appli'de 
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Palaemon*  of  Spenser's  Colin  Clout — had  explicitly  cele- 
brated Elizabeth,  years  before  (1593),  as  the  'Phoenix.' 
His  'Churchyard's  Challenge'  is  so  very  rare  and  unknown, 
that  I  think  it  well  to  reproduce  here  his  celebrations ;  for 
as  I  take  it,  it  makes  what  was  before  certain  certainty 
itself. 

The  Poems  I  refer  to  are  these :  {a)  A  fewe  plaine  verfes 
of  truth  againft  the  flaterie  of  time,  made  when  the  Queens 
Maieftie  was  laft  at  Oxenford  ;  ip)  A  difcourfe  of  the  only 
Phcenix  of  the  worlde ;  {c)  A  praife  of  that  Phenix ;  (rf)  A 
difcourfe  of  the  ioy  good  subiefts  haue  when  they  fee  our 
Phenix  abroad ;  (/)  This  is  taken  out  of  Belleaux  made  of 
his  own  Miftreffe.  The  whole  of  these  follow.  I  prefix  the 
Epistle-dedicatory  of  the  entire  volume,  because  in  it  the 
*  Queenes  Maieftie,'  as  being  the  '  Phcenix,'  is  again 
designated. 

You  were  the  while  in  Paradife: 
Another  fide  fhe  did  ordaine 
To  fome  late  dead,  fome  liuing  yet, 
Who  fem'd  Eliza  in  her  raigne, 
And  worthily  had  honoured  it. 

Where  turning  trift  I  fpide  aboue. 
Her  own  dear  Ph<enix  hovering, 
Whereat  me  thought  in  melting  Loue, 
Apace  with  teares  mine  eies  did  fpring ; 
But  Foole,  while  I  aloft  did  looke, 
For  her  that  was  to  Heauen  flowne. 
This  goodly  place,  my  fight  forfooke. 
And  on  the  fuddaine  all  was  gone.* 

It  is  worth  adding,  that  in  the  body  of  the  book,  Peacham  gives  the  Phoenix  to 
CedL"  It  may  be  recalled  here  that  Shakespeare  put  the  'emblem'  of  the 
'  Phcenix '  into  Cranmer's  mouth  at  the  baptism  of  Elizabeth  —  as  thus: 

"  Nor  shall  this  peace  sleep  with  her;  but,  as  when 
The  bird  of  wonder  dies,  the  maiden  phcenix. 
Her  ashes  new  create  another  heir 
As  great  in  admiration  as  herself. 
So  shall  she  leave  her  blessedness  to  one." 

{Henry  VIII,  act  v,  sc.  5, 11.  3^-43) 
Ct  also  my  edition  of  Sylvester,  p.  5,  for  kindred  pre&tory  compliment 
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I.  The  Epiftle-dedicatory  of  "  Churchyards  Challenge. "    (1593) 

To  the  right  worfliipfull  the   Ladie 
AnderfoHy  wife  to  the  right  honorable 
Lord  chiefe  luilice  of  the  common 
Pleas. 
[Y  boldnes  being  much,  may  paiTe  the  bounds 
of  duty,  but  the  goodnes  of  your  honourable 
husband  (good  Madame)  palTeth  fo  fiuTe  the 
commendacion  of  my  penne,    that  vnder  his 
iudgement  and  ihield  (that  is  fo  lull  a  ludge)  I  make  a 
fauegard  to  thb  my  prefumption,  that  hazardeth  where 
I  am  vnknowen  to  prefent  any  peece  of  Poetiie  or  mat- 
ter of  great  efie(5l,  yet  aduenturing  by  fortune,  to  gine 
my  Lady  your  fifler  fomewhat  in  the  honour  of  the 
Queenes  Maiellie,  in  the  excellencie  of  her  woorthy 
praife'that  neuer  can  decay ;  I  haue  tranflated  some  yer- 
fes  out  of  French,  that  a  Poet  feemed  to  write  of  his 
owne  miftrefle,  which  verfes  are  fo  apt  for  the  honou- 
ring of  the  Phenix  of  our  worlde,  that  I  cannot  hide 
them  from  the  fight  of  the  worthy,  nor  dare  commit  fo 
grofle  a  fault  as  to  let  them  die  with  my  felfe :  wherfore 
and  in  way  of  your  fauour  in  publifhing  thefe  verfes,  I 
dedicate  them  to  your  good  Ladifliippe,  though  not  fo 
well  penned  as  the  firft  Authour  did  poliih  them,  yet  in 
the  bed  manner  my  mufe  can  alToorde,  they  are  plainly 
exprefTed,  hoping  they  shalbe  as  well  taken  as  they 
are  ment,  fo  the  bleifed  and  great  ludge  of 
all  daily  blcfTc  you. 

II.  A  few  plaine  verfes  of  truth  againfl  the  flaterie  of  time,  made 

when  the  Queens  Maieflie  was  lall  at  Oxenford.* 

SIth  ment  Poets  all, 
that  praife  your  Ladies  fo  : 
My  Phenix  makes  their  plumes  to  fall, 

that  would  like  Peacockes  goe. 
Some  doe  their  Princes  praife, 

and  Synthia  fome  doe  like  : 
And  fome  their  MiftrelTe  honour  raife. 

As  high  as  Souldiers  pike. 
Come  downe  yee  doe  prefmount,  [j/r] 

the  warning  bel  it  foimds  : 

*  In  the  Contents  it  is  entitled  "A  difcourfe  of  the  only  Phenix  of  the  worlde." 
Lady  Anderson,  supra^  was  Magdalen,  d.  of  Christopher  Smyth,  of  Annables, 
CO.  Herts. 
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That  cals  you  Poets  to  account, 
for  breaking  of  your  bounds. 
Id  giuing  fame  to  thofe, 

&ire  flowers  that  foone  doth  fade  : 
And  deane  forget  the  white  red  rofe» 

that  God  a  Phenix  made. 
Your  Ladies  alfo  doe  decline, 

like  Stax%  in  darkfome  night : 
When  Phenix  doth  like  Phoebus  fliine, 

and  leands  the  world  great  light. 
You  paint  to  pleafe  defire, 

your  Dame  in  colours  gay : 
As  though  braue  words,  or  trim  attire, 

could  grace  a  dod  of  clay. 
My  Phenix  needs  not  any  art, 

of  Poets  painting  quil : 
She  is  her  felfe  in  euerie  part, 

fo  Ihapte  by  kindly  flcil. 
That  nature  cannot  wel  amend: 

and  to  that  (hape  mod  rare. 
The  Gods  fuch  fpedall  grace  doth  fend, 

that  is  without  compare. 
The  heauens  did  agree, 
by  conilellations  plaine : 
That  for  her  vertue  Ihee  Ihould  b^e  the  only  queene  to  raigne, 
(In  her  mod  happie  daies)  and  carries  cleane  awaie  : 
The  tip  and  top  of  peerlefle  prayfe,  if  all  the  world  fay  nay, 
Looke  not  that  I  fhould  name,  her  vertue  in  their  place. 
But  looke  on  her  true  well- won  fame,  that  anfwers  forme  &  face. 
And  therein  Ihall  you  read,  a  world  of  matter  now. 
That  round  about  the  world  doth  fpread  her  heauenly  graces  throw. 
The  feas  (where  cannons  rore)  hath  yeilded  her  her  right, 
And  fent  fiich  newes  vnto  the  fhore,  of  enemies  foile  and  flight. 
That  all  the  world  doth  found,  the  glorie  Phenix  gote 
Whereof  an  eccho  doth  rebound,  in  fuch  a  tune  and  note, 
(That  none  alive  fhall  reatch)  of  Phenix  honor  great. 
Which  fhall  the  poets  mufes  teach,  how  they  of  her  fhold  treat. 
O  then  with  verfes  fweete,  if  Poets  haue  good  (tore, 
Fling  down  your  pen,  at  Phenix  feet,  &  praife  your  nimphes  no  more. 
Packe  hence^  fhe  comes  in  place,  a  (lately  Royall  Queene : 
That  takes  away  your  Ladies  grace,  as  foone  as  fhe  is  fiiene. 
FINIS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 


xxviii  Introduction. 

III.     A  praife  of  that  Phenix.* 

Verfcs  of  value,  if  Vertue  bee  feene, 
Made  of  a  Phenix,  a  King,  and  a  Queene. 

My  Phenix  once,  was  wont  to  mount  the  Ikies, 
To  fee  how  birdes,  of  bafer  feathers  flew : 
Then  did  her  Port  and  prefence  pleafe  our  eies  : 
Whofe  abfence  now,  br^ds  nought  but  fancies  new. 
The  Phenix  want,  our  court,  and  Realme  may  rue. 
Thus  fight  of  her,  fuch  welcome  gladnes  brings. 
That  world  ioeis  much,  whe  Phenix  daps  her  wings. 

And  flies  abroad,  to  take  the  open  aire, 

In  royall  fort,  as  bird  of  flately  kinde  : 

Who  hates  foul  ftorms ;  and  loues  mild  weather  fair, 

And  by  great  force,  can  lore  the  bloflring  wind,  slower 

To  (hew  the  grace,  and  greatnes  of  the  minde, 

My  Phenix  hath,  that  vertue  growing  gr^ne, 

When  that  abroad,  her  gracious  face  is  fkne. 

Let  neither  feare  of  plagues,  nor  wits  of  men, 
Keepe  Phenix  cIof<^  that  ought  to  Hue  in  light : 
Of  open  world,  for  abfence  wrongs  vs  then. 
To  take  from  world,  the  Lampe  that  giues  vs  light, 
O  God  forbid,  our  day  were  tumde  to  night. 
And  ihining  Snnne,  in  dowds  Ihould  flirowded  be, 
Whofe  golden  rayes,  the  world  defires  to  fee. 

The  Dolphin  daunts,  each  fifli  that  fwims  the  Seas, 
The  lion  feares,  the  greateft  bead  that  goes  : 
The  Bees  in  Hive,  are  glad  theyr  King  to  pleafe^ 
And  to  their  Lord,  each  thing  their  duety  knowes. 
But  firfl  the  Kii^  his  Princely  prefence  fliowes, 
Then  fubiects  floopes,  and  proilrate  £&ls  on  &ce, 
Or  bowes  down  head,  to  giue  thdr  maifler  place. 

The  funne  hath  powre,  to  comfort  flowrs  and  gras, 

And  purge  the  aire,  of  foule  infe<5Hons  all : 

Makes  ech  thing  pure,  wher  his  clear  beams  do  pafle. 

Draws  vp  the  dew,  that  mifls  and  fogs  lets  fall : 

My  Phenix  hath,  a  greater  gift  at  call. 

For  vafTalls  all,  a  view  of  her  doe  craue, 

Becaufe  thereby,  great  hope  and  hap  we  haue. 

*  I  tidce  this  heading  from  the  'Contents,' — there  is  added,  "and  verfes 
tranflated  out  of  French."  Throughout  these  poems  of  Churchyard  there  are 
various  instances  of  verb  singular  after  nominative  pluraL 
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Good  tumes  it  brings,  and  fuiters  plaints  are  heard, 
The  poore  are  pleafde,  the  rich  feme  purchafe  gains, 
The  wicked  blufh :  the  worthy  wins  reward. 
The  femant  findes  a  meanes  to  quit  his  paines : 
The  wronged  man,  by  her  fome  right  attaines. 
Thus  euery  one,  that  help  and  fuccour  needes, 
In  hard  diftrefle,  on  Pkmix  fauonr  feedes. 

But  firom  our  view,  if  world  doe  Phenix  k^pe. 
Both  Sunne,  and  Moone,  and  flars  we  bid  ferewdl, 
The  heauens  moume,  the  earth  will  waile  and  weep. 
The  heauy  heart,  it  £^les  the  paines  of  Hell, 
Woe  be  to  thofe,  that  in  defpaire  doe  dweli 
Was  neuer  plague  nor  pcftlence  like  to  this. 
When  foules  of  men  haue  lofl  fuch  heauenly  blifle. 

Now  futers  all,  you  may  (hoote  vp  your  plaints 
Your  Goddes  now,  is  lockt  in  (hrine  full  £bi11  : 
You  may  perhaps,  yet  pray  vnto  her  Saints. 
Whose  eares  are  (lopt,  and  hearing  fure  is  pail, 
Now  in  the  fire,  you  may  fuch  Idols  call. 
They  cannot  helper  like  (lockes  and  (lones  they  b^. 
That  haue  no  life,  nor  cannot  heare  nor  fee. 

Till  that  at  large,  our  royall  Phenix  comes, 
Packe  hence  poore  men,  or  picke  your  fingers  endes, 
Or  blow  your  nailes,  or  gnaw  and  bite  your  thombs. 
Till  God  aboue,  fome  better  fortune  fends. 
Who  here  abides,  till  this  bad  world  emends. 
May  doe  full  well,  as  tides  doe  ebbe  and  flow. 
So  fortune  tumes,  and  haps  doe  come  and  goe. 

The  bodies  ioy,  and  all  the  ioints  it  beares. 
Lies  in  the  head,  that  may  commaund  the  refl : 
Let  head  but  ake,  the  heart  is  full  of  feares. 
And  armes  acrofle,  we  clap  on  troubled  bred : 
With  heauy  thoughts,  the  mind  is  fo  oppreil. 
That  neather  legs,  nor  fdete  haue  will  to  goe. 
As  man  himfelfe,  were  cleane  orecome  with  woe. 

The  head  is  it,  that  dill  preferues  the  fence. 
And  ££ekes  to  faue,  each  member  from  difeafe : 
Derife  of  head,  is  bodies  whole  defence, 
The  (kill  whereof,  no  part  dare  well  difpleafe : 
For  as  the  Moone  moues  vp  the  mighty  Seas, 
So  head  doth  guide  the  body  when  it  will. 
And  rules  the  man,  by  wit  and  reafons  IkilL 
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But  how  (hould  head,  ind^ede  doe  all  this  good» 
When  at  our  n^ede,  no  vfe  of  head  we  haue  : 
The  head  is  felt,  is  f^ne  and  vnderilood. 
Then  from  difgrace,  it  will  the  body  faue, 
And  otherwife,  fick  man  drops  downe  in  graue. 
For  when  no  helpe,  nor  vfe  of  head  we  finde, 
The  f(fete  fals  lame,  and  gazing  eies  grow  blinde. 

The  lims  wax  ftifie,  for  want  of  vfe  and  aide, 
The  bones  doe  dry,  their  marrow  waste  away  : 
The  heart  is  dead,  the  body  Hues  afraide. 
The  fmnowes  fhrinke,  the  bloud  doth  flili  decay  : 
So  long  as  world,  doth  want  the  Star  of  day, 
So  long  darke  night,  we  Ihall  be  fore  of  heere, ; 
For  clowdy  ikies,  I  feare  will  neuer  cl^e. 

God  fend  fome  helpe,  to  falue  fick  poore  mens  fores, 
A  boxe  of  baulme,  would  heale  our  woundes  vp  quite  : 
That  precious  oyle,  would  eate  out  rotten  cores, 
And  giue  great  health,  and  man  his  whole  delighte. 
God  fend  fome  funne,  in  frostie  morning  white. 
That  cakes  of  yce  may  melt  by  gentle  thaw. 
And  at  well-head  wee  may  fome  water  drawe. 

A  Riddle. 
W^  wifh,  wee  want,  yet  haue  what  we  defire  : 
We  freefe,  wee  bume,  and  yet  kept  from  the  fire. 
FINIS. 


IV.    A  difcourfe  of  the  ioy  good  fubiedls  haue  when  they  fee  our 
Phenix  abroad.* 

This  is  to  be  red  fate  waies, 

IN  hat  a  fauour  wome,  a  bird  of  gold  in  Britafne  land. 
In  loyall  heart  is  borne,  yet  doth  on  head  like  Phenix  (land. 
To  fet  my  Phenix  forth,  whofe  yertues  may  the  al  furmout 
An  orient  pearle  more  worth,  in  yalue,  jjrice  &  good  account. 
The  gold  or  precious  flone,  what  tong  or  verfe  dare  her  diiUin, 
A  p^erelefle  paragon,  in  whom  fuch  gladfome  gifts  remaine. 
Whofe  feemly  fhape  is  wroght  as  out  of  wax  wer  made  y^  mold 
By  fine  deuiie  of  thought,  like  Ihiined  Saint  in  beaten  gold : 
Dame  Nature  did  difdaine,  and  thought  great  fcom  in  any  fort, 
To  make  the  like  againe,  that  fhould  deferue  fuch  rare  report. 
Ther  nMes  no  Poets  pen,  nor  painters  pencel,  come  in  place, 

•  This  heading  is  from  the  *  Contents.' 
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Nor  flatring  frafe  of  men,  whofe  filed  fpech  giues  ech  thing  grace, 
To  praife  this  worthy  dame,  a  Nimph  which  Dian  holds  full  dktr 
That  in  fuch  perfe<5l  frame,  as  mirror  bright  &  chriflal  cl^ 
Is  fet  out  to  our  Tiew,  threefold  as  fiure  as  shining  Sunne, 
For  beauty  grace  and  hue,  a  worke  that  hath  great  glory  won, 
A  Goddes  dropt  from  (ky,  for  caufes  more  than  men  may  know. 
To  pleafe  both  minde  &  de  for  thofe  that  dwels  on  earth  below. 
And  (hew  what  heauenly  grace,  and  noble  fecret  power  diuine 
Is  feene  in  Princely  face,  that  kind  hath  formd  &  framd  fo  fine. 
For  this  is  all  I  write,  of  (acred  Phenix  ten  times  bleft. 
To  (hew  mine  own  delite,  as  fancies  humor  thinketh  beft. 
FINIS. 

v.    This  is  taken  out  of  Bdleau  made  of  his  own 
Millreffe.* 

Sad  sighes  doth  (hew,  the  heat  of  heartes  define. 
And  forrow  fpeakes,  by  (ignes  of  heauie  eyes : 
So  if  hot  flames,  proceed  fipom  holly  fire. 
And  lone  may  not,  fix>m  vidous  fandes  eyes 
In  tarrying  time,  and  &uour  of  the  ikies, 
My  only  good,  and  greateft  hap  doth  lie : 
In  her  that  doth,  all  fond  delight  difpies  : 
Than  tome  to  mde,  fad  fighes  I  (hall  not  dye. 

If  that  bee  (hee,  who  hath  fo  much  m^e  bound. 
And  makes  me  hers,  as  I  were  not  mine  owne : 
She  moft  to  praife,  that  male  aliue  be  founde. 
Mod  great  and  good,  and  gradous  througly  knowne. 
Sh^  all  my  hope,  in  briefe  yea  more  than  mine, 
(That  quickly  maie,  bring  life  by  looke  of  eye) 
Than  come  chaeft  (ighes,  a  close  record  diuine^ 
Retume  to  mee,  and  I  (hall  neuer  dye. 

If  firom  young  yeares,  (hee  gainde  the  garland  gaye, 

And  wan  the  price,  of  all  good  giftes  of  grace :  —priu 

If  princdy  port,  doe  vertuous  minde  be  wraie. 

And  royall  power,  be  found  by  noble  face, 

If  (bee  b^  borne,  moft  happie  graue  and  wife, 

A  Sibill  fage^  fent  downe  from  heauens  hie, 

O  fmothiing  fightes,  that  fiiine  would  dofe  mine  eyes, 

Retume  to  mee,  fo  (hall  I  neuer  die. 

*  While  this  piece  has  nothing  of  the  '  Phoenix '  in  it,  it  is  equally  good  for 
our  purpose,  as  shewing  how  Elizabeth  was  addressed  (as  in  Chester)  by  the 
titles  of 'Sun,' &C. 
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If  moil  vpright,  and  ^re  of  forme  (h^  bee, 
That  may  beare  life,  and  fw^teft  mamier  Ihowes, 
Loues  God,  good  men,  and  Countries  wealth  doth  fee, 
A  queene  of  kinges,  all  Chriftian  princes  knowes, 
So  iufUy  Hues,  that  each  man  hath  his  owne, 
Sets  (Iraight  each  flate,  that  elfe  would  goe  awrie  : 
Whereby  her  fame,  abroad  the  world  is  blowne. 
Then  feace  fad  fighes,  fo  fhall  I  neuer  die. 

If  ih^  the  heart  of  Alexander  haue. 
The  iharpe  efprite,  and  hap  of  Haniball, 
The  conilant  mind,  that  Gods  to  Scipio  gaue. 
And  Caefars  grace,  whofe  triumphs  palfed  all. 
If  in  her  thought,  do  dwell  the  iudgement  great, 
Of  all  that  raignes,  and  rules  from  earth  to  flde : 
(And  fits  this  houre,  in  throne  and  regall  feate). 
Come  fighes  againe,  your  maifter  cannot  die. 

If  ihe  be  found,  to  taft  the  pearcing  ayr. 

In  heate,  in  colde,  in  froft,  in  fnowe  and  rayne  : 

As  diamond,  that  (hines  fo  paffing  faire, 

That  funne  nor  moone,  nor  weather  cannot  (laine  : 

If  blades  of  winde,  and  (lormes  to  beautie  yelde. 

And  this  well  fpringe,  makes  other  fountaines  drye, 

(Tumes  tides  and  floodes,  to  water  baraine  fteld,) 

Come  fighes  then  home,  I  liue  and  cannot  die. 

If  her  great  gifles,  doth  daunt  dame  fortunes  might. 
And  flie  haue  caught  the  hayres  and  head  of  hap  : 
To  others  hard,  to  her  a  matter  light, 
To  mount  the  doudes,  and  fall  in  honours  lap. 
If  (hee  her  felfe,  and  others  conquers  too, 
I^ues  long  in  peace,  and  yet  doth  warre  defie  : 
As  valiaunt  kinges,  and  vertuous  victors  doe^ 
Then  flghe  no  more,  o  heart  I  cannot  die. 

If  fuch  a  prince,  abafe  her  highnefle  than. 

For  some  good  thing;  the  world  may  geile  in  mee  : 

And  (loupes  fo  low,  too  like  a  filiie  man, 

That  little  knowes,  what  Princes  grace  may  bee. 

If  fhee  well  waie,  my  faith  and  feruice  true. 

And  is  the  iudge,  and  toutch  that  gold  Ihall  trie  : 

That  colour  d^re,  that  neuer  changeth  hue. 

Heart  figh  no  more,  I  liue  and  may  not  die. 

If  I  doe  vfe,  her  fauour  for  my  weale. 
By  reafon  oif,  her  gracious  countenance  ilill : 
And  from  the  funne,  a  little  light  I  (leale. 
To  keepe  the  life,  in  lampe  to  bume  at  will. 
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If  robberie  thiis,  a  true  man  may  commit. 
Both  I  and  mine,  vnto  her  merits  flie  : 
If  I  prefnme^  it  fpringes  for  want  of  wit, 
Ezcofe  me  than,  fad  fighes  or  elfe  I  die. 

If  ihee  do  know,  her  Ihape  in  heart  I  beare, 
Engrande  in  bread,  her  grace  and  figure  is. 
Yea  day  and  night,  I  thinke  and  dreame  each  where. 
On  nothing  elfe,  but  on  that  heauenly  blifle. 
If  fo  transformde,  my  mind  and  body  liues, 
But  not  confumde,  nor  finde  no  caufe  to  cry. 
And  waite  on  her,  that  helpe  and  comfort  giues , 
Than  come  poore  fighes,  yoar  maifter  shall  not  die. 

If  Ihe  behold,  that  here  I  wi(h  no  breath. 
But  line  all  hers,  in  thought  and  word  and  d^ede  : 
Whofe  fauour  loft,  I  craue  but  prefent  death, 
Whofe  grace  attaind,  lean  foule  full  fat  (hall  f^e. 
If  any  caufe,  do  k^pe  her  from  my  fight, 
I  know  no  world,  my  felf  I  (hall  deny. 
But  if  her  torch,  doe  lend  my  candle  light, 
Heart  figh  no  more,  the  body  doth  not  die. 

But  if  by  death,  or  fome  difgrace  of  mine 
Through  enuies  fting,  or  falfe  report  of  foes, 
My  view  be  bard,  from  that  fw^te  &ce  diuine. 
Beltoe  for  troth,  to  death  her  feruant  goes, 
And  rather  fure,  than  I  ihould  ill  conceiue  : 
Sighes  mount  to  fides,  you  know  the  caufe  and  why. 
How  here  below,  my  lufty  life  I  leaue, 
Attend  me  there,  for  wounded  heart  muft  die. 

If  fli^  bel^ue,  without  her  prefence  here. 
That  anything,  may  now  content  my  minde  : 
Or  thinke  in  world,  is  fparke  of  gladfome  ch^ere, 
Where  fliee  is  not,  nor  I  her  prefence  finde : 
But  all  the  ioys,  that  man  imagine  may. 
As  handmaides  wayt,  on  her  h^ere  ynder  flcy. 
Then  fighes  mount  vp,  to  heauens  hold  your  way. 
And  (lay  me  there,  for  I  of  force  muft  die. 

If  I  may  feare,  that  fnigill  beauty  light. 
Or  femblance  fiiire,  is  to  be  doubted  fore : 
Or  my  vaine  youth,  may  turn  with  fancies  might 
Or  fighes  fiill  fidles  feuns  griefe  or  torment  more^ 
Than  heart  doth  fede^  then  angxy  ftars  aboue, 
Doe  band  your  fdues,  gainft  me  in  heauens  hie. 

And  rigor  worker  to  conquer  conftant  loue, 

Mount  Tp  poore  fighes,  here  is  no  helpe,  I  die. 
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And  fo  fad  fighes,  the  witnes  of  my  thought. 
If  loue  finde  not,  true  guerdon  for  good  will : 
Ere  that  to  graue,  my  body  Ihalbe  brought, 
Mount  vp  to  clowds,  and  there  abide  me  (liU, 
But  if  good  hope,  and  hap  fome  fuccour  fend, 
And  honor  doth,  my  vertuous  mlnde  fupply, 
With  treble  bliffe,  for  which  I  long  attend, 
Retume  good  fighes,  I  mean  not  now  to  die. 

Tranflated  out  of  French,  for  one  that  is  bounde  much  to  Fortune. 
FINIS. 

It  were  easy  to  multiply  contemporary  and  funereal 
'  flatteries '  of  Elizabeth  under  the  name  of  the  *  Phoenix,' 
and  from  Cynthia  in  Spenser  to  the  Rosalind  and  Orianas 
of  many  'Madrigals,'*  and  Atropeion  Delion  of  Thomas 
Newton  (1603),  shew  that  she  was  even  to  old  age  re- 
ceptive of  the  loftiest  names  and  the  most  celestial  praise, 
especially  if  they  lauded  her  *  beauty '  or  her  intellect.  But 
for  our  present  purpose  more  cannot  be  required. 

Having  thus  determined  that  Elizabeth  was  the '  Phoenix,' 
I  proceed  now  to  inquire  who  was  intended  by  the  *  Turtle- 
doue.'  As  with  the  *  Phoenix,'  I  must  request  attention  to 
our  Notes  and   Illustrations  on   the  places  wherein  the 

*  Turtle-doue '  occurs.  It  will  there  be  found  that,  contrary 
to  ordinary  usage,  the  'Turtle-doue'  is  distinctly  'sung'  of 
as  a  male,  by  the  necessities  indeed  of  the  *  love '  relations 
sustained  towards  the  *  Phoenix,'  and  of  the  *  Phoenix ' 
towards  the  'Turtle-doue,'  e.g,\ 

Nature. 
"  Fly  in  this  Chariot,  and  come  fit  by  me, 
And  we  will  leaue  this  ill  corrupted  Land, 
We*ll  take  our  courfe  through  the  blue  Azure  (kie, 
And  fet  our  feete  on  Paphos  golden  fand. 
There  of  that  Turtle  Doue  we'll  vnderftand  : 
And  visit  HIM  in  thofe  delightful  plaines. 
Where  Peace  conioynM  with  Plenty  ftill  remaines.'*    (p.  32.) 

It  will  also  be  found  that,  as  with  Elizabeth  as  the '  Phoenix,' 

*  See  an  interesting  paper  on  '  Madrigals  *  in  honour  of  Elizabeth  in  Notes 
and  Queries,  first  series,  vol  iv,  pp.  185-188.      See  Postscript  D  for  additional 

*  Phoenix '  references,  &c. 
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so  with  the  *  Turtle-doue/  epithet  and  circumstance  and  the 
whole  bearing  of  the  Poems,  make  us  think  of  but  one  pre- 
eminent man  in  the  Court  of  Elizabeth.  Let  the  Notes 
and  Illustrations  on  portions  of  these  Poems  relative  to  the 
*  Turtle-doue '  be  critically  pondered ;  and  unless  I  err 
egregiously,  it  will  be  felt  that  only  of  the  brilliant  but 
impetuous,  the  greatly-dowered  but  rash,  the  illustrious 
but  unhappy  Robert  Devereux,  second  earl  of  Essex,  could 
such  splendid  things  have  been  thought.  Inevitably 
'  Liberal  Honour  *  and  '  Love's  Lord,'  are  accepted  as  his 
titles  of  right;  while  his  Letters  to  Elizabeth  and  of 
Elizabeth  to  him  reveal  the  *envy'  and  'jealousy'  and 
hatreds  against  which  he  fought  his  way  upward.-^  I  invite 
prolonged  scrutiny  of  this  description  and  portraiture  : 

**  Hard  by  a  running  (Ireame  or  cryilall  fountaine. 

Wherein  rich  Orient  pearle  Is  often  found, 

Enuiron'd  with  a  high  and  fleepie  mountaine, 

A  ferdU  foile  and  fruitful  plot  of  ground. 

There  (halt  thuu  find  true  Honors  loudy  Squire^ 
That  for  this  Phcenix  keepes  Frometheits  fire. 

His  bower  wherein  he  lodgeth  all  the  night. 
Is  fnun'd  of  Csedars  and  high  lofUe  Pine, 
I  made  his  houfe  to  chaflice  thence  defpight. 
And  firam'd  it  like  this  heauenly  roofe  of  mine  : 

His  name  is  lAberall  honor^  and  his  hart, 

Aymes  at  true  fiuthfull  feruice  and  defart. 

Looke  on  his  Cue,  and  in  his  browes  doth  fit. 

Blond  and  fweete  Mercie  hand  in  hand  vnited, 

Bloud  to  his  foes,  a  prefident  moil  fit 

For  fuch  as  haue  his  gentle  humour  fpited  : 
His  Haire  is  curPd  by  nature  mild  and  meeke. 
Hangs  carelefle  downe  to  fhroud  a  bluihing  cheeke. 

Giue  him  this  Ointment  to  annoint  his  Head, 
This  precious  Dalme  to  lay  vnto  his  feet, 
Thefe  ihall  diredl  him  to  the  Phanix  bed. 
Where  on  a  high  hill  he  this  Bird  ihall  meet : 

And  of  their  Aflies  by  my  doome  fhal  rife, 

Another  Pii<MiMr  her  to  equalize."  (pp.  i9-2a) 

f  See  Uves  and  LeUers  of  the  Dtvereux,  Earl  of  Essex^  &&,  &c     By  the 
Hon.  W.  B.  Devereux,  a  vols.  8vo.,  1853.     (Murray.) 
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The  *  Turtle  Dove/  as  thus  described,  was  then  in '  Paphos 
island ' ;  and  what  was  meant  by  it  will  appear  in  the  sequel. 
But  I  ask  any  one  familiar  with  the  men  and  events  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  if  Essex  is  not  instantly  suggested  by 
these  and  parallel  passages  and  allusions  in  Love's  Martyri 
This  being  so,  we  would  expect  that  Essex  will  be  found 
elsewhere  similarly  described ;  and  if,  in  giving  Churchyard's 
remarkable  'Phoenix'  poems,  I  felt  that  I  was  by  them 
placing  our  interpretation  beyond  cavil,  I  have  much  the 
same  conviction  in  now  submitting  certain  extracts  from  a 
poem  avowedly  in  his  honour,  when  he  was  in  the  golden 
sunshine  (yet  not  without  broad  shadows)  of  his  favour  with 
Elizabeth.  I  refer  to  "-4»  Eglogve  Gratvlatorie.  Entitled: 
To  the  right  honorable,  and  renowned  Shepheard  of  Albions 
Arcadia:  Robert  Earle  of  Essex  and  Ewe,  for  his  welcome 
into  England  from  Portugall.      Done  by  George  Peele." 

(1589.)* 

Let  these  speak  for  themselves,  by  help  of  our  italics 
occasionally : 

Piers. 
"  Of  anns  to  fing  I  haue  nor  lad  nor  (kUl ;  list  ? 

Enough  is  me  to  blazon  my  good-will. 
To  welcome  home  that  long  hath  lacked  been. 
One  of  the  jollieft  Ihepherds  of  our  green; 

lo,  io  poeanl 

Palinode. 
Tell  me,  good  Piers,  I  pray  thee  tell  it  me, 
What  may  thilk  jolly  fwain  or  fhepherd  be. 
Or  whence  y-comen,  that  he  thus  welcome  is, 
That  thou  art  all  fo  blithe  to  fee  his  bliife  ? 

Piers. 
....  Thilk  Ihepherd,  Palinode,  whom  my  pipe  praifeth. 
Where  glory  my  reed  to  the  welkin  raifeth. 
He's  a  great  herdgroom,  certes,  but  no  fwain, 
Saue  hers  that  is  the  flower  of  Phab^s  plain\ 

16,  id  pasan! 

•  Dyce's  Greene,  pp.  S59~5^3>  ^  ^oL,  8vo,  1861.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that,  here  as  invariably,  so  competent  a  scholar  and  so  noble  a  worker  as  the 
late  Mr.  Dyce  modernized  the  orthography  of  his  texts,  thereby  obliterating  all 
philological  and  critical  value. 
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He*s  well-allied  and  lovM  of  the  beft, 
Well-thew*d,  fair  and  frank,  and  fisunous  by  his  crell; 
His  Rain-deer,  racking  with  proud  and  (lately  pace, 
Giveth  to  his  flock  a  right  beautiful  grace; 

lo,  io  paean t 

He  waits  where  our  great  Ihepherdels  doth  wun. 
He  playeth  in  the  (hade,  and  thriveth  in  the  fun; 
He  fhineth  on  the  plains,  his  luily  flock  him  by, 
As  when  Apollo  kept  in  Arcadyj 

Id,  io  paean  t 

Fellow  in  arms  he  was  in  their  flow*ring  days 

With  that  great  fliepherd,  good  Philifides;  .Sir  Philip  Sidney* 

And  in  fad  fable  did  I  fee  him  dight. 

Moaning  the  mils  of  Pallas'  peerlefs  knight; 

Io,  io  paean] 

With  him  he  fenrM,  and  watch'd,  and  waited  late, 

To  keep  the  grim  wolf  from  Eliza^s  gate ;  \Anjou,  Tyrone^  &*c,  1 

And  for  their  miftrefSf  thoughten  thefe  two  fwains, 

They  moughten  neuer  take  too  mickle  pains; 

Io,  io  paean! 
But,  ah  for  grief  I  that  jolly  groom  is  dead. 
For  whom  the  Mufes,  fllTer  tears  have  flied  ; 
Yet  in  this  lovely  ftoain,  fource  of  our  glee, 
Mun  all  his  tnrtues  fweet  reviven  be ; 

Id,  lopaeanl*' 

Palinode. 
*  Thou  foolifli  fwain  that  thus  art  over-joy'd. 
How  foon  may  here  thy  courage  be  acco/dl 
If  he  be  one  come  new  from  weilem  coail. 
Small  caufe  hath  he^  or  thou  for  him  to  boait 

I  fise  no  palm,  I  fee  no  laurel  boughs 
Circle  his  temples  or  adorn  his  brows  ; 
I  hear  no  triumphs  for  this  late  return, 
Bat  many  a  herdsman  more  difpos'd  to  moura. 

Piers. 
Pale  looked  thou,  like  fpite,  proud  Palinode  ; 
Venture  doth  lofs,  and  war  doth  danger  bode : 
But  thou  art  of  thofe  harveders,  I  fee. 
Would  at  one  fliock  fpoil  all  the  filberd  tree ; 

Io,  id  paean  t 

For  ihame,  I  fjeiy,  give  virtue  honour's  duel 
I'll  pleafe  the  fliepherd  but  by  telling  true : 
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Palm  mayd  Ihou  fee  and  bays  about  his  head. 
That  all  his  flock  right  forwardly  hath  led  ; 

16,  id  paean  r' 

Then  comes  ENVY,  as  so  frequently  in  Love's  Martyr  and 
the  Essex  letters  (to  and  from),  with  sinister  influence :  — 

**  But  woe  is  me,  lewd  lad,  fame's  full  of  lies, 
Envy  doth  aye  true  honour's  deeds  despise, 
Yet  chivalry  will  mount  with  glorious  wings 
Spite  all,  and  nestle  near  the  seat  of  Kings  ; 

/o,  to piTan\ 

Finally,  Chester's  '  Liberall  Honor'  is  introduced  : — 

"  O  Honour's  fire,  that  not  the  brackifh  fea 
Mought  quench,  nor  foeman's  fearful  'larums  lay! 
So  high  thofe  golden  flakes  done  moimt  and  climb 
That  they  exceed  the  reach  of  Ihepherds  rhyme  ; 

/o,  to  paanl 

Palinode. 
What  boot  thy  welcomes,  fooliih-hardy  fwaln  t 
Louder  pipes  than  thine  are  going  on  the  plain  ; 
Fair  Eliza's  laiTes  and  her  great  grooms 
Receive  this  (hepherd  with  unfeign'd  welcomes. 

Honour  is  in  him  that  doth  it  beftow 

Piers. 
So  ceafe,  my  pipe,  the  worthies  to  record 
Of  thilk  great  fliepherd,  oi  thilk  fair  young  lord,** 

The  line  of  Palinode, 

*'  Honour  is  in  him  that  doth  it  beflow," 

as  well  as  the  title  of  *  Liberal  Honour^'  refers  doubtless, 
among  other  things,  to  the  dubbing  of  knights  by  Essex  as 
commander-in-chief — a  matter  which  caused  much  'evil- 
speaking  '  and  jealousy. 

Subsidiary  to  this  specially  noticeable  poem  of  GEORGE 
Peele  is  another  by  Thomas  Churchyard.  Intrinsically 
it  is  of  little  or  no  poetical  value ;  but  from  its  direct  bear- 
ing on  our  interpretation  of  'Paphos  Isle/ — as  in  Love's 
Martyr,  designating  Ireland, —  it  has  no  common  interest. 
For  it  is  a  Greeting  to  Essex  on  his  departure  for  Ireland 
to  put  down  the  rebellion  of  Tyrone.     There  is  nothing  of 
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that  exaggerate  laudation  of  Essex  common  at  the  period  ; 
but  the  very  homeliness  and  humbleness  of  the  poem  serve 
the  better  to  reflect  the  gravity  of  his  summons  to  do  this 
service  for  his  Queen.  One  phrase  in  the  Epistle-dedicatory 
gives  a  parallel  to  Shakespeare's  assurance  of  welcome  on 
return,  and  to  us  now  the  quaintest  possible  use  of  the  word 
'  impe.'  The  augfust  names,  e.g,,  Scipio,  Mars,  and  the  like, 
tell  us  of  the  popular  conception  of  the  hero  of  the  Expedi- 
tion ;  and  in  relation  to  the  ^Liberal  Honour^  of  Love's 
Martyr^  it  does  not  look  like  a  mere  coincidence  that 
Churchyard  names  Essex  'Honour* — "Who  must  ask  grace 
on  knees  at  Honor's  feet "  (p.  xlii,  1.  26).  I  deem  it  well  to 
reproduce  the  whole,  from  (it  is  believed)  the  unique  ex- 
emplar in  the  British  Museum,  Unfortunately  the  head- 
line of  the  opening  of  the  poem  is  cut  off  by  the  binder,  and 
only  the  word  'happy'  can  be  guessed  at  in  it.  The  title- 
page  is  as  follows : 

THE 

FORTVNATE    FAREWELL 

to    the     moA     forward     and     noble     Earle 

of   EJex,    one    of   the    honorable   priuie 

Counfel,   Earle  high  Marlhal  of  Eng- 

land^  Mafter  of  the  horfe,  Mafler  of  the 

ordinance^  Knight  of  the  garter^  6^ 

Lord  Lieutenant  general  of  all 

the  Queenes  Maieflies 

forces  in  Ireland, 

Dedicated  to  the  right  Honorable  the  Lord 

Harry  Seamer,  fecond  fonne 

to  the  lail  Duke  of 

Sommcrfet 

Written  by  Thomas  Churchyard 

Efqoire. 

Printed  at  London  by  Edm.  Bollifant, 

for  William  Wood  at  the  Weft 

doorc  of  Powles. 

1599 

Next  comes  the  Epistle-dedicatory — following  up  the  odd 
mention  of  his  name  in  the  title-page  —  to  Henr)',  second 
son  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  by  his  second  wife,  Anne, 
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daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Stanhope,  Knt.  Churchyard  calls 
him  'the  Lord  Harry'  by  courtesy;  for  of  course  when  his 
father  was  stripped  of  his  titles,  those  of  the  sons  also  fell. 
But  he  was  knighted,  though  no  record  of  this  appears  to  have 
been  preserved.  Dr.  Chester  has  notes  of  the  administration 
to  his  estate,  dated  6  February,  1606-7,  when  he  was  de- 
scribed as  Sir  Henry  Seymour,  Knt,  of  St  Anne,  Blackfriars, 
London,  the  letters  being  granted  ^to  his  sister,  Lady  Mary 
Rogers.  He  married  Lady  Joan  Percy,  third  daughter  of 
Thomas,  seventh  Earl  of  Northumberland,  but  died  without 
issue ;  and  as  his  sister  administered  his  estate  Lady  Sey- 
mour probably  died  before  him.    The  Epistle  thus  runs : 

To  the  right  honorable  the  L,   Harry  Seamer 

Thomas  Churchyard  ynShtih,  continoance  of 

vertue,  blefTedneiTe  of  minde,  and 

wifhed  fdicitie. 

IN  all  duty  (my  good  Lord)  I  am  bold,  becaufe  your  mod  honorable  father 
the  Duke  of  Sommerfet  (vncle  to  the  renowmed  impe  of  grace  noble  King 
Edward  the  fixt)  fiiuoured  me  when  I  was  troubled  before  the  Lords  of  the 
Counfell,  for  writing  fome  of  my  firfl  verfes  :  in  requitall  whereof,  euer  fmce  I 
haue  honored  all  his  noble  race,  and  knowing  your  Lordfhip  in  fea  feruices 
forward  and  ready  in  all  honorable  maner  (fparing  for  no  charges)  when  the 
Spanyards  approched  neere  our  countrie,  I  bethought  me  how  I  might  be 
thankfiill  for  good  tumes  found  of  your  noble  progenie:*  though  vnable  there- 
fore, finding  my  felfe  vnfumifhed  of  all  things  woorthy  prefentation  and  accept- 
ance, I  tooke  occafion  of  the  departure  of  a  mofl  woorthy  Earle  towardes  Uie 
feruice  in  Ireland,  fo  made  a  prefent  to  your  Lordfhip  of  his  happy  Farewell  as  I 
hope :  and  trufl  to  liue  and  fee  his  wifhed  welcome  home.  This  Farewell  onely 
deuifed  to  ilirre  vp  a  threefold  manly  courage  to  the  mercenarie  multitude 
of  foldiers,  that  follow  this  Marfhall-like  [Martial-like]  General!,  and  efpecially 
to  mooue  all  degrees  in  generall  loyally  to  ferue  our  good  Queene  Elizabeth, 
and  valiantly  to  go  through  with  good  refolution  the  acceptable  feruice  they  take 
in  hand.  Which  true  feruice  fhall  redouble  their  renowne,  and  enroll  their 
names  in  the  memoriall-booke  of  fame  for  euer.  I  feare  I  leade  your  Lordfhip 
too  farre  with  the  flourif h  of  a  fruitlelTe  pen,  whofe  blandifhing  phrafe  makes 
many  to  gaze  on,  and  few  to  confider  well  of  and  regarde.  My  plot  is  onely  laide 
to  purchafe  good  will  of  vertuous  people:  what  the  reil  thinke,  let  their  mifcon- 
ftruing  conceits  anfwere  their  owne  idle  humors.  This  plaine  prefent  winning 
your  Lordf hips  good  liking,  fhall  pafle  with  the  greater  grace  to  his  honorable 

•  =  descent,  or  as  we  would  say,  ancestry,  i,e,,  the  'before-births,'  a  sense 
common  at  that  time.     Cf.  Shakespeare  and  Love's  Martyr, 
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handsy  that  tlie  prsders  &  power  of  good  men  waites  wlUingly  ypon  towards 
the  reformation  of  wicked  rebellion. 

Yoor  L.  in  all  at  commandement,  Thomas  ChurchyanL 

And  now  we  reach  the  poem  itself:* 


and  forward  mofi  noble 
Earle  o/EJex. 

NOw  SciPio  fails  to  AiTrick  far  from  hoem. 
The  Lord  of  hoefts,  and  battels  be  his  gied  : 
Now  when  green  trees,  b^ns  to  bud  and  bloem. 
On  Irifh  feas,  Elizas  Hiip  (hall  ried ; 
A  warliek  band,  of  worthy  knights  I  hoep, 
Aer  armd  for  fight,  a  bloedy  brunt  to  bled ; 
With  rebels  Ihall,  boeth  might  and  manhood  coep, 
Our  contreis  right,  and  quarreU  to  be  tried  : 
Right  maeks  wrong  blu(h,  and  troeth  bids  falfhed  fly, 
The  (word  b  drawn,  Tyroens  difpatch  draws  ny. 
A  traitor  moil  be  taught  to  know  his  king. 
When  Mars  (hal  march,  with  (hining  fword  in  hand, 
A  crauen  cock,  cries  creak  and  hangs  down  wing, 
Will  run  about  the  (hraep  and  daer  not  (land,  \J^p  ?] 

Wlien  cocks  of  gaem,  corns  in  to  giue  a  bloe  ; 
So  £dfe  Tyrokn,  may  faint  when  he  would  fight, 
Thogh  now  alowd,  on  dunghill  doth  he  croe  ; 
Traitors  wants  hart,  and  often  taeks  the  flight : 
When  rebels  fee,  they  aer  furpriefd  by  troelh, 
Pack  hence  in  haefl,  away  the  rebels  goeth. 
Proud  trecherous  trafti,  is  curbd  &  knockt  with  bloes, 
Hy  loflie  mindes,  with  force  are  beaten  down  : 
Againfl  the  right,  though  oft  rued  rebels  roes. 
Not  oen  fped  well,  that  did  impeach  a  crowne. 
Read  the  Annaels,  of  all  the  Princes  pafl, 
Whear  treafons  ftill,  are  puniflit  in  their  kinde, 
Thear  fliall  you  fee,  when  faithful!  men  (land  faft^ 
Falfe  traytors  (lill,  are  but  a  blaft  of  winde  : 
For  he  that  firft  formd  kings  and  all  d^rees, 
The  ruel  of  dates,  and  kingdoms  oueifees. 
Riot  and  rage,  this  rank  rebellion  breeds ; 
Hauock  and  fpoyl,  fets  bloudfhed  fo  abroetch, 
Troethles  attempts,  thdr  filthy  humor  feeds, 
Rafhnes  runs  on,  all  hedlong  to  reproetch : 

*  The  spelling  of  Churchyard  is  so  peculiar  in  this  poem  that  I  must  state 
that  our  text  is  an  ez^ct  reproduction  of  the  original  throughout  We  have  here 
a  most  noticeable  example  of  a  then  common  practice  of  making  rhyming  words 
agree  in  spelling,  e.g.,  U,  i  and  3  ;  11.  2,  4,  6,  &c.,  &c. 
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Boldiics  begaet  theas  helhounds  all  a  roe, 

The  fons  of  fliaem,  and  children  of  Gods  wracih ; 

With  wo^uifh  minds,  liek  breetchles  beares  Ihey  y'..»e, 

'I'hrow  woods  and  bogs,  and  many  a  crooked  paelh  : 

Lying  liek  dogs,  in  lilter,  dung  and  ftrawe, 

Rued  as  bruet  bealls,  that  knoes  ne  ruel  nor  lawe. 

Foib-cd  from  faith,  and  fear  of  God  or  man, 

Vnlemd  or  taught  of  any  graces  good, 

Nurft  vp  in  vice,  whear  falfehed  firft  began,  Tht 

Mercyles  boem,  dill  (heading  guiltles  blood.  /<W[/*;  .r] 

Libertines  lewd,  that  all  good  order  haets, 

Murtherers  viel,  of  wemen  great  with  childe, 

Cruell  as  kiets,  defpifing  all  eilaets, 

Diulilhly  bent,  boeth  currifli,  ftern  and  wilde  : 

Their  whole  deuice,  is  rooet  of  mifcheeues  all. 

That  feeks  a  plaeg,  on  their  own  beds  to  fall. 

Will  God  permit,  fuch  monfters  to  bear  fway  ? 

His  iuRice  haets,  the  (Icps  of  tyrants  dill, 

Their  damnable  deeds,  craucs  vengeance  euery  day  ; 

Which  God  doth  fcourge,  by  his  own  bleffcd  will. 

He  planteth  force,  to  fling  down  feeble  ilrength, 

Men  of  mutch  worth,  to  weaken  things  of  noght, 

Whoes  cloked  craft,  (hall  fuer  be  feen  at  length, 

When  vnto  light,  dark  dealings  fliall  be  broght : 

Sweet  ciuill  Lords,  (hall  fawfy  fellowes  meet, 

Who  nmft  ask  grace,  on  knees  at  honors  feet. 

Ruednes  may  range  awhile  in  ruflling  fort. 

As  witleiTe  wights  with  wandring  maeks  world  mues  ; 

But  when  powre  coms,  to  cut  prowd  pra-flife  fliort. 

And  (hoe  by  fword,  how  fubie^fls  Prince  abues. 

Then  confhens  (hall  Peccaui  cry  in  feeldj 

Tremble  and  quaek,  mutch  liek  an  Afpln  leaf, 

But  when  on  knees,  do  conquerd  captiues  yceld, 

The  viiftor  turns  his  hed  as  he  wear  deaf : 

Rueth  is  grown  cold,  reuenge  is  hot  as  fier, 

And  mercy  fits  with  frowns  in  angry  attier. 

World  pail  forgaue  great  faults,  and  let  them  pas, 

Time  prefent  loeks  on  fiituer  time  to  com. 

All  aegis  fawe  their  follies  in  a  glas. 

Yet  were  not  taught,  by  time  nor  found  of  drom. 

This  world  groes  blinde,  and  neither  fees  nor  heers. 

Their  fenfes  fiiil,  the  wits  and  reafon  faints. 

Old  world  is  waxt  worm-eaten  by  long  yeers, 

And  men  becom,  black  diuels  that  were  faints  : 

Yet  Gods  great  grace,  this  wretched  cans  reforms, 

And  from  fayr  flowrs,  weeds  out  the  wicked  worms. 
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They  com  that  (lull  redreffe  great  things  amis, 

Pluck  vp  the  weeds,  plant  rofes  in  their  place. 

No  violent  thing  enduers  long  as  hit  is, 

FalTehed  flies  fell,  from  fight  of  true  mens  face. 

Traitors  do  fear  the  plaegs  for  them  prepard 

And  hieds  their  heds,  in  hoels  when  troeth  is  feen. 

Tho[u]gh[t]  gracdelTe  giues  to  duty  fmall  r^ard. 

Good  fubied^  yeelds  obedience  to  their  Queen  : 

In  quarrels  lull,  do  thoufands  offer  Hues, 

They  fed  fowl  bobs  that  for  the  bucklars  (Iriues. 

This  Lord  doth  bring,  for  llrength  the  fear  of  God, 

The  loue  of  men,  and  fword  of  iuflice  boelh. 

Which  three  is  to  Tyrosn  an  iron  rod, 

A  birchin  twig,  that  draws  blood  whear  hit  goeth.  [  ^  '^  J 

When  lOAB  went,  to  warr  in  Davids  right, 

He  broght  hoem  peace,  in  fpite  of  enmies  beard, 

For  loziAS,  the  Lord  above  did  fight. 

With  Angels  force,  that  made  the  foes  afeard  : 

The  world  doth  (hack,  and  tremble  at  his  frown, 

V  Vhoes  beck  foon  calls  the  brags  of  rebels  down. 

Stand  iaft  and  fuer,  fidfe  traitors  turns  their  back. 

True  fubie<5ls  veaw,  maeks  haerbrain  rebels  blufli ; 

Stout  heauy  bloes,  maeks  highefl  trees  to  crack, 

An  armed  piek,  may  brauely  bled  a  puOi : 

Wheel  not  about,  lUnd  fliffe  liek  brazen  wall, 

For  that's  the  way,  to  win  the  feeld  in  deed ; 

Charge  the  foer  front,  and  fee  the  enmies  fall, 

The  cowards  brag,  is  but  a  rotten  reed  : 

Vkftots  muft  beare  the  brunt  of  cury  fliock, 

A  conftant  minde,  is  liek  a  flony  rock. 

Farewell  fweet  Lords,  Knights,  Captains  and  the  refl. 
Who  goes  with  you,  taeks  threefold  thankfiill  pain, 
Who  fets  you  forth,  is  ten  times  treble  bleil, 
Who  femes  you  well,  reaps  glory  for  their  gain. 
Who  dies  fliall  liue,  in  faem  among  the  beft, 
Who  lines  (hall  loek  and  laugh  theas  broils  to  fcorn : 
All  honefl  harts,  doth  dulU  warr  detefl, 
And  curfe  the  time  that  ear  Ty&oen  was  bom : 
We  hoep  good  hap  waits  on  the  fleet  that  goes. 
And  Gods  great  help,  fhall  clean  deflroy  our  foes, 
FINIS. 

I  venture  to  assume  that  I  have  sufficiently  answered  our 
question,  Who  were  meant  by  the  'Phcenix'  and  the 
'  Turtle-dove  *  of  these  Poems  ?    I  must  hold  it  as  demon- 
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strated,  that  the  'Phoenix'  was  Elizabeth  and  the  'Turtle 
Dove  *  Essex  *  No  one  has,  hitherto,  in  any  way  thought 
of  tliis  interpretation  of  the  '  Turtle  Dove '  any  more  than 
the  other  of  the  *  Phoenix ';  but  none  the  less  do  I  hope  for 
acceptance  of  it.f 

Our  interpretation  of  Chester's  'Phoenix'  and  'Turtle 
Dove*  is  the  more  weighty  and  important,  in  that  it  for  the 
first  time  enables  us  to  understand  Shakespeare's  priceless 
and  unique  'Phoenix  and  Turtle'  —  originally  attached  to 
Love's  Martyr.  Perhaps  Emerson's  words  on  Shakespeare's 
poem,  as  well  represents  its  sphinx-character  even  to  the 
most  capable  critics,  as  any.  They  are  as  follow  in  his  pre- 
face (pp.  V,  vi)  to  his  charming  Parnassus  (1875)  — 

"  Of  Shakespeare  what  can  we  say,  but  that  he  is  and  remains  an  exceptional 
mind  in  the  world ;  that  a  universal  poetry  b^^n  and  ended  with  him ;  and  that 
mankind  have  required  the  three  hundred  and  ten  years  since  his  birth  to  fami- 
liarize themselves  with  his  supreme  genius  ?  I  should  like  to  have  the  Academy 
of  Letters  propose  a  prize  for  an  essay  on  Shakespeare's  poem,  Let  the  bird  of 
loudest  lay,  and  the  Threnos  with  which  it  closes,  the  aim  of  the  essay  being  to 
explain,  by  a  historical  research  into  the  poetic  myths  and  tendencies  of  the  age 
in  which  it  was  written,  the  frame  and  allusions  of  the  poem.  I  have  not  seen 
Chester's  Lovis  Martyr ,  and  "the  Additional  Poems"  (1601),  in  which  it  ap- 
peared. Perhaps  that  book  will  suggest  all  the  explanation  this  poem  requires. 
To  unassisted  readers,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  lament  on  the  death  of  a  poet^ 

•  In  a  small  prose  book  by  Thomas  Dxkkbr,  of  which  I  know  no  other 
exemplar  than  my  own  ( unfortunately  not  perfect )  —  the  "  Prayers "  that 
compose  it  are  given  respectively  to  the  'Doue,'  the  'Eagle,'  the  'Pellican,' 
and  the  '  Phoenix."  This  unique  little  volume  is  dated  1609.  Anything  richer 
spiritually  or  more  exquisite  and  finely  quaint  in  its  style,  of  the  kind,  I  do  not 
know.  His  preliminary  description  of  the  four  birds  b  exceedingly  well-done, 
and' those  of  the  '  Dove  *  and  *  Phoenix '  vividly  set  forth  what  the  '  Phoenix '  and 
*  Turtle  Dove  *  oiLavis  Martyr  are — only  the  love  and  aspiration  are  heaven- 
ward. Does  any  one  know  of  another  copy  of  this  book  7  I  should  rejoice  to 
hear  of  iL 

t  The  late  Mr.  Richard  Simpson  had  doubtless  studied  Chester  critically ; 
but  he  gave  no  inkling  of  his  interpretation  beyond  announcing  through  the 
New  Shakespeare  Society  that  he  would  connect  Lov^s  Martyr  with  Cymheline* 
I  fear  this  must  have  proven  another  of  his  'School  of  Shakespeare'  discoveries. 
I  have  looked  in  vain  in  Cymbeline  for  anything  save  the  slightest  verbal  illus- 
trations of  Lovis  Martyr,  None  the  less  do  I  regret  that  Mr.  Simpson  was  not 
spared  to  give  us  his  view  of  Lovers  Martyr^  &c. 
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and  of  his  poetic  mistress.  But  the  poem  is  so  quaint,  and  charming  in  diction, 
tone,  and  allusions,  and  in  its  perfect  metre  and  harmony,  that  I  would  gladly 
have  the  fullest  illustration  yet  attainable.  I  consider  this  piece  a  good  example 
of  the  rule,  that  there  is  a  poetry  for  bards  proper,  as  well  as  a  poetry  for  the 
world  of  readers.  This  poem,  if  published  for  the  first  time,  and  without  a 
known  author's  name,  would  find  no  general  reception.  Only  the  poets  would 
save  it." 

Perchance  there  is  truth  in  the  close  of  this  penetrative 
bit  of  criticism ;  but  to  myself  the  '  Phoenix  and  Turtle '  has 
universal  elements  in  it  at  once  of  thinking,  emotion  and 
form.  Its  very  concinnity  and  restraint,  e,g, — compared  with 
the  fecundity  of  Venus  and  Adonis  and  Lucrece —  differen- 
tiate it  from  all  other  of  Shakespeare's  writings.  I  discern 
a  sense  of  personal  heart-ache  and  loss  in  these  sifted  and 
attuned  stanzas,  unutterably  precious. 

(^  What  is  the  message  or  motif  of  these  Poems  ? 
I  recall  that  the  original  title-page  informs  us  that  in  Love's 
Martyr^or  Rosalins  Complaint^  we  have  poems  **Alkgorically 
Jhadowing  the  truth  of  Loue**  I  cannot  take  less  out  of  this 
than  that  the  author  believed  he  was  celebrating  a  'true 
love.*  More  than  that,  I  cannot  explain  away  the  so 
prominently-given  chief  title,  of  Love's  Martyr,  or  the  sub- 
title, Rosalinds  Complaint ;  which  so  manifestly  folds 
within  it  Elizabeth,  as  the  '  Tudor  Rose  (just  as  Rosalind  in 
As  You  Like  It,  is  called  '  my  sweet  Rose,  my  dear  Rose,' 
act  i,  sc.  2).  To  me  all  this  means  a  '  true  love '  that  '  ran 
not  smooth,'  that  was  defeated  or  never  completed,  and 
that  led  to  such  anguish  as  only  the  awful  word  'martyr' 
could  express.  With  queen  Elizabeth,  then,  as  the  'Phcenix,' 
and  as  the  '  Rosalind '  whose  *  Complaint '  the  poems  en- 
sphere, and  Essex  as  the  'Turtle  Dove,*  it  seems  to  me 
unmistakable  that  ROBERT  CHESTER,  as  a  follower  not 
to  say  partizan  of  Essex,  designed  his  Lovers  Martyr  as 
his  message  on  the  consummation  of  the  tragedy  of  his 
beheading.  That  there  is  nothing  beyond  the  insinu- 
ated martyrdom  of  the  title  on  the  scarcely  less  wrong 
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than  blunder  of  Elizabeth — the  execution  of  Essex — is  to 
be  explained  by  (i)  That  the  words  ' lojtg  expected  labour'  in 
the  Epistie-dedicatory,  intimate  that  the  poems  had  been 
composed,  substantially,  some  years  before,  probably  in 
1599,  when  Essex  was  on  his  memorable  errand  to 
Ireland  ;  (2)  That  Elizabeth  was  still  alive  —  and  a  terrible 
old  lioness  still  when  her  pride  was  touched.  The  fact  that 
Elizabeth  was  living  when  Love's  Martyr  was  published  fills 
me  indeed  with  astonishment  at  the  author's  audacity  in  so 
publishing.  This,  however,  is  mitigated  by  these  considera- 
tions {a)  That  throughout  Love's  Martyr  there  is  abundant 
titillation  of  her  well-known  vanity  in  compliments  that 
'  sweet  fifteen '  only  might  have  looked  for ;  (p)  That  if  we 
had  access  to  the  full  data  it  seems  manifest  that  they  would 
show  that  somehow  or  other  Chester  had  intimate,  almost 
confidential,  knowledge  of  Elizabeth's  feeling  for  Essex. 
Sir  John  Salisburie,  as  being  '  Esquier  of  the  body  to  the 
Queenes  moft  excellent  majesty,'  could  tell  him  much  if 
he,  personally,  had  not  access,  {c)  That  in  her  unlifted 
melancholy  over  the  death  of  her  favorite,  the  might-have- 
been  came  back  upon  her  with  sovran  potency  and  accusa- 
tion, and  perchance  imparted  a  strange  satisfaction  to  her  to 
have  it  re-called  by  a  mutual  friend;  much  as  her  Bio- 
graphers have  remarked,  she  chose  to  simulate  quarrels  with 
Essex,  that  she  might  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him 
defend  himself.  Throughout  Chester  fulfilled  his  word  in 
"The  Authors  request  to  the  Phcenix"  (p.  5),  [I]  "En- 
deuored  haue  to  pleafe  in  praifing  thee."*  Even  in  "  Sor- 
rowes  loy  "  on  her  death,  there  seems  to  me  a  hint  at  the 
martyrdom,  eg.\ 

"  That  Pcllican  who  for  her  peoples  good 
Shirkt  not  to  fpill  (alas)  her  OMme  deare  blood: 
That  maid,  that  Pellican."t 

*  See  Postscript  E,  for  an  incident  in  Elizabeth's  life  that  vivifies  one  of 
Chester's  compliments  to  her. 
f  See  further  quotations  in  Postscript  D. 
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In  the  Notes  and  Illustrations  I  bring  out  indubitable 
allusions  that  bear  us  back  to  Elizabeth's  girl-hood,  when 
she  was  'suspect'  and  watched  and  plotted  against  by  her 
sister,  'Bloody  Mary'  (alas!  for  epithet  so  tremendous 
associated  with  name  so  holy  and  tender  I) — ^bear  us  back  to 
her  radiant  prime  when  her  marriage  was  the  national  hope 
and  prayer — bear  us  back  emphatically,  to  her  first  flush  of 
captivation  by  the  glowing  eyes  and  eloquent  tongue  of 
E^ex  ;  and  so  onward.  That  Elizabeth  was  '  led  captive,' 
there  are  a  hundred  proofs.  Take  one  in  a  bit  of  a  letter  of 
Anthony  Bagot  to  his  father  in  May  1587  —  "When  she 
[the  queen]  is  abroad,  nobody  near  her  but  my  L.  of  Essex ; 
and  at  night,  my  Lord  is  at  cards,  or  one  game  or  another 
with  her  that  he  cotneth  not  to  his  ozvn  lodgings  till  birds 
siTig  in  the  moming!'^  I  find  here  the  motif  of  the  poems. 
Chester  interprets  with  subtlety  and  power  the  real  'passion' 
of  Elizabeth  for  Essex — ^the  actual  feeling  on  her  part,  that  if 
'I  dare'  might  wait  on  *I  would'  she  should  have  lifted  him 
to  her  throne.  Our  Poet  puts  himself  in  her  place,  and  with 
a  boldness  incomparable  utters  out  the  popular  impression 
that  Elizabeth  did  Move'  Essex.  Hence  —  as  I  think  — 
those  stings  of  pain,  throbs  of  remorse,  cries  of  self- 
reproach,  'feeling  after'  died-out  emotion  and  rapture, 
that  in  most  unexpected  places  come  out  and  lay  bare  that 
proud,  strong,  prodigious  heart  as  none  else  has  ever  done. 
I  am  in  the  dark  as  to  Robert  Chester's  relation  to  Elizabeth ; 
but  it  is  in  broad-breaking  light  that  he  pierces  to  the  core, 
while  in  simple-seeming  and  even  'skilless'  phrase,  he  tells 
us  in  these  strange  discoursings  between  '  Nature '  and  the 
' Phoenix '  the  '  truth  of  Loue'  This  is  '  allegorically '  done 
— his  phrase  is  'allegorically  shadowingout ' — but  beneath 
the  all^ory  is  solid  fact. 

I  care  not  to  go  searching  for  '  scandals  against  Elizabeth.' 
The  hate  of  the  Jesuits  probably  manufactured  most  of 
them.    But  I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can  study  the  Life 

•  Lives  and  Letters  of  the  Earls  of  Essex,  as  before,  vol.  i,  p.  186, 
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and  Letters  of  Robert  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  as  told  by 
Captain  Devereux,  without  having  it  immovably  established 
to  him,  that  to  the  close  Elizabeth  had  a  deep  passion  of 
love  for  him  —  thwarted  earlier  by  her  sense  that  it  would 
not  do  for  'Queen'  to  marry  'Subject,'  and  later  by  his 
capricious  marriage  to  the  widow  of  Sidney,  but  never 
extirpated  and  destined  to  a  weary  'martyrdom'  of  resurrec- 
tion when  the  decollated  body  lay  in  its  bloody  grave. 
Except  the  love-tragedy  of  Stella  and  Sidney,*  I  know 
nothing  more  heart-shatteringly  tragic  —  for  pathetic  is  too 
weak  a  word  —  than  the  'great  Queen's'  death-cushion 
moanings  and  mutterings  over  her  dead  Essex.  I,  for  one, 
believe  in  that  story  of  'the  ring'  as  JOHN  WEBSTER  has 
put  it : 

"let  me  die 

In  the  diflradHon  of  that  worthy  princefs 

Who  loathM  food,  and  fleep,  and  ceremony, 

For  thought  of  louing  that  braue  gentleman 

She  would  fain  haue  fau*d,  had  not  a  falfe  conveyance 

Exprefled  him  (lubbom-hearted  :  let  me  fmk 

Where  neither  man  nor  memory  may  e'er  find  me."t 

That  Webster  did  not  thus  introduce  the  'ring'  at  random 
seems  certain.  A  hitherto  overlooked  little  book  supplies  a 
self-authenticating  record  of  it,  as  well  as  other  glimpses  of 
Elizabeth  that  strikingly  illustrate  Love's  Martyr  The 
title-page  is  as  follows  —  Historical  Mefnoirs  on  the  reigns 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James,  1658  (i2mo),{  The 
'  ring '  story  and  related  reflections  thus  run : 

•  Poems  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney  in  Fuller  Worthies'  Library,  and  in  Chatto 
and  Windus's  Early  English  Pods — with  Memorial-Introduction,  Essay,  &c. 
t  The  Devil's  Law  Case,  act  iil,  sc  3,  Dycc's  Wtbster^  p.  128,  I  vol,  8vo, 

1857. 

t  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Brinsley  Nicholson  for  supra.  Earlier  reference 
is  made  (as  in  Lavis  Martyr)  to  Elizabeth's  poetical  gift,  e.g.,  '* professing  her- 
self in  public  a  Muse,  then  thought  something  too  Theatrical  for  a  virgine 
Prince"  (p.  61).  Her  prominent  part  in  "the  gayeties"  of  the  Court  is  con- 
trasted with  its  ceasing  after  the  death  of  Essex  (p.  70).  There  are  also  several 
other  passages  which  speak  of  her  affection  for  Essex.  The  mtroductory  head- 
ing is  "  Traditional  Memoirs,"  &c. 
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"  But  the  Lady  of  Nottingham  coming  to  her  death-bed  and  finding  by  the 
daily  sorrow  the  Queene  expressed  by  the  losse  of  Essex,  her  self  a  principal! 
agent  in  his  destruction  could  not  be  at  rest  till  she  had  discovered  all,  and 
humbly  implored  mercy  from  God  93A  forgivenesse  from  her  earthly  Soveraigne: 
who  did  not  only  refuse  to  give  it,  but  having  shook  her  as  she  lay  in  her  bed, 
sent  her  accompanied  with  most  fcarfiill  curses  to  a  higher  Tribunall.  Not  long 
after  the  Queenes  weaknesse  did  appeare  mortall,  hastened  by  the  wishes  of  many 
[Odl  and  his  circle  ?]  that  could  not  in  reason  expect  pardon  for  a  £iult  they 
fonnd  she  had  condemned  so  severely  in  her  selfe  as  to  take  comfort  in  nothing  after 
•  •  •  But  upon  all  occasions  of  signing  Pardons  would  upbraid  the  movers  for 
them  with  the  hasty  anticipation  of  that  brave  man's  end,  not  to  be  expiated  to 
the  Nations  losse  by  any  future  endeavours"  (p.  95)  •  •  •  "[It  were]  no 
great  hyperbole  to  affirm  the  Queene  did  not  only  bury  Affection  but  her  Power 
in  the  Tombe  of  Essex  "  (p.  97)  •  •  •  •  •  "  For  after  the  blow  was  given, 
the  Queene  presaging  by  a  multitude  of  tears  shed  for  him,  the  great  drouth  was 
likely  to  appeare  in  the  eyes  of  her  subjects,  when  the  hand  that  signed  the 
warrant  was  cut  off,  fell  into  a  deep  Melancholy  wherein  she  died  not  long  after.  "* 

Each  Reader  of  Lovers  Martyr  will  discover  for  himself 
its  allusions  to  the  real  under  the  avowedly  *  allegorical.* 
I  would  note,  in  rapidly  glancing  through  the  book  a  few 
details  that  are  certainly  unmistakeable,  eg,\ 

**Bellona  rau'd  at  Lordlike  cowardice**  (p.  9). 

One  has  but  to  read  Essex's  '  Letters/  and  to  master  the 
facts  about  Cobham  and  other  'coward'  lords  in  relation  to 
Essex's  '  Expeditions,'  to  perceive  the  blow  of  this  line. 
Of  the  '  Phoenix  *  we  have  this : — 

"  One  rare  rich  Phoenix  of  exceeding  beautie^ 
One  none-like  Lillie  in  the  earth  I  placed; 
One  faire  Helena,  to  whom  men  owe  dutie: 
One  oountrey  with  a  milke-white  Doue  I  graced; 
One  and  none  fuch,  fince  the  wide  world  was  found 
Hath  euer  Nature  placed  on  the  ground  "  (p.  10). 


Like  to  a  light  bright  Angel  in  her  gate: 
For  why  no  creature  on  the  earth  but  ihe^ 
Is  like  an  Angell^  Angell  let  her  be  "  (p.  14). 

The  former  is  the  universal  language  of  the  period,  e^., 
Raleigh  in  his  Cynthia  sings  of  her  as  a  '  milk-white  Dove ' ; 

•  See  Postcript  F,  for  a  very  striking  contemporary  letter  in  the  Advocates 
Library,  Edinburgh,  on  the  death-bed,  &c.,  of  Elizabeth. 
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the  latter  was  Essex's  favourite  word.  Thus  in  acknowledg- 
ing the  queen's  gift  of  her  portrait  in  a  ring,  he  writes  : 

"Most  dear  Lady, —  For  your  Maj.  high  and  precious  favors,  namely,  for 
sending  this  worthy  knight  to  deliuer  your  blessing  to  this  fleet  and  army,  but 
aboue  all  other  for  your  Maj.  bestowing  on  me  that/w>  angd  which  you  sent  to 
guard  me ;  for  these,  I  say,  I  neither  can  write  words  to  express  my  humble 
thankfulness,  nor  perform  service  fit  to  acknowledge  such  duty  as  for  these  I 
owe  "  {Lives  of  the  Earls  o/Essex^  as  before,  vol.  i,  p.  414), 

Here  is  the  '  Queen,*  and  the  proud  sovereign  of  England, 
speaking,  not  the  mere  *  Phcenix ' : 

•*  Honor  that  Isle  that  is  my  sure  defence"  (p.  33,  st.  i,  1.  7). 

Into  whose  mouth  but  Elizabeth's  could  ever  such  an  excla- 
mation have  been  placed.?  Then,  to  render  the  'Isle' 
certain  as  not  some  foreign  'Paphos  Isle,'  but  one  near 
England,  there  succeeds  an  enumeration  and  celebration  of 
England's  chief  cities  and  sights. 

In  accord  with  this,  the  'nine  (female)  Worthies'  (pp.  38-40) 
are  appropriate  as  connected  with  the  *  Phoenix  =  Queen 
Elizabeth;  while  with  equal  appropiateness  in  such  case, 
but  only  in  such  case,  'Windsor  Castle'  and  the  Knights  of 
the  Garter,  connect  the  Queen  and  King  Arthur,  and  also 
render  the  Arthur  part  of  L(yv^s  Martyr  not  wholly  out  of 
place. 

Next,  here  is  self-evidently  an  Elizabethan  fact — danger 
of  no  heir  to  the  throne  of  England  if  the  'Phoenix'  married 
not: 

"  This  Phcenix  I  do  feare  me  will  decay. 

And  front  her  afhes  neuer  will  arife 

An  other  Bird  her  wings  for  to  difplay. 

And  her  rich  beauty  for  to  equalize; 
The  Arabian  fiers  are  too  dull  and  bafe. 
To  make  another  fpring  within  her  place"  (p.  15). 


Then  thus  loue  fpake,  tis  pittie  ihe  ihould  die, 
And  leaue  no  o&pring  for  her  Progeme**  (p.  17). 

That  the  *  Phoenix '  was  Queen  of  Britain  is  implied  in  this 
stanza : 
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"  Nature  go  hie  thes,  get  thee  Phabtu  chaire. 
Cut  through  the  ikie,  and  leaue  Arabia^ 
Leaue  that  il  working  peace  of  frnitlefle  ayre, 
Leaue  me  the  plaines  of  white  Brytania, 
Thefe  countries  haue  no  fire  to  ndfe  that  flame. 
That  to  this  Phctnix  bird  can  yedd  a  name  "  (p.  17). 

That  the  "delightfome  Paphos  He"  (p.  17  and  onward) 
was  Ireland  —  whither  Essex  had  gone — let  the  reader 
verify  by  studying  its  characteristics  under  all  its  mythical 
and  impossible  assemblage  of  productions.  Specifically 
it  is  to  be  marked  and  re-marked  that  from  where  the 
'  Phcenix '  is,  i.e,y  England  (p.  32),  '  Paphos  ile '  is  to  be 
visited,  because  there  the  '  Turtle  Doue '  was  to  be  found. 
The  'course'  of  the  chariot-borne  pair  ('Nature'  and  the 
'Phoenix'),  was  to  be  through  'the  blue  Azure  skie,'  as 
thus: 

"  we  will  ride 

Ouer  the  Semi-circle  of  Europa, 

And  bend  our  courfe  where  we  will  fee  the  Tide, 

That  partes  the  Continent  of  Affrica, 

Where  the  great  Cham  gouemes  Tariaria  : 
And  when  the  ftarrie  Curtaine  vales  the  night. 
In  Paphos  facred  lie  we  meane  to  light.  "•         (p.  32,  st  4.) 

This  might  very  well  have  taken  us  to  some  ideal  island 
of  love,  out  of  space  and  time,  or  at  least  to  now  much 
spoken  of  Cyprus  with  its  renowned  love-shrine  of  Paphos. 
But  the  real  in  the  Poet's  thought  effaces  the  ideal ;  for  no 
Mediterranean  or  Aegean  is  passed,  and  no  '  vision  *  of  the 

*  Prohably  Chester  drew  his  designation  of  'Paphos  He'  from  his  friend 
Maiston's  Mtiamorphosis  of  Pigmalions  Image  (1598);  in  the  'Argument'  to 
iriiich  he  sa3rs — "After  Pigmalion  (beeing  in  Cjrprus)  begat  a  sonne  of  her 
[Venus]  which  was  called  Paphos ;  whereupon  that  iland  Cyprus,  in  honor  of 
Venns,  was  after,  and  is  now,  called  by  the  inhabitants,  Paphos.''  So  to  at  the 
dose  of  the  poem  itself 

"  Paphos  was  got  \  of  whom  in  after  age 
Cyprus  was  Paphos  call'd,  and  evermore 
Tliose  ilanders  do  Venus  name  adore." 

Marston  is  mistaken —  for  '  Paphos '  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  a  name 
of  the  entire  island  of  Cyprus — but  he  was  sufficient  authority  for  Chester's 
purpose,     Marston,  be  it  noted,  contributed  to  the  '  additional  poems.' 
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countries  between  London  and  it,  is  given.  Contrariwise 
— the  'chief  cities*  of  England ^r^  successively  described, 
zxiAjiist  after  leaving  London  *  Paphos  lie  *  is  reached.  As 
being  Ireland,  all  this  is  harmonized,  but  not  otherwise. 
And  as  being  Ireland,  Essex,  and  Essex  alone,  and  Essex 
in  every  detail  —  answers.  It  may  be  permitted  me  to  ask 
the  critical  weighing  of  this  by  my  fellow-students  of 
Shakespeare.*  Note  also  Elizabeth's  girlhood  and  its  perils 
by  suspicion  and  malice  (pp.  22, 24, 26);  and  later  her  mature 
age — "He  drowne  my  felfe  in  ripeneffe  of  my  Yeares" 
(p.  29),  and  again  : 

Nature.     "  Raile  not  gainfl  Fortunes  facred  Deitie, 

In  youth  thy  vertuous  patience  ihe  hath  tyred, 
From  this  bafe  earth  ihee'le  lift  thee  vp  on  hie. 
Where  in  Contents  rich  Chariot  thou  fhalt  ride, 
And  neuer  with  Impatience  to  abide: 
Foriuni  will  glorie  in  thy  great  renowne. 
And  on  thy  feathered  head  will  fet  a  crowne  '*  (p.  31). 

i,e^  the  'crown'  of  marriage  or  'heauenly  crown'  (cf  1.  3, 
and  11.  4-5.)  Then  let  the  reader  'inwardly  digest'  the  des- 
cription of  the  *  Turtle  Dove '  by  the  *  Phoenix '  on  arrival 
in  Ireland  ('Paphos  Isle'): 

Phceniz.     "  But  what  fad-moumefull  drooping  foule  is  this. 
Within  whofe  watry  eyes  fits  Difcontent, 
Whofe  fnaile-pac'd  gate  tek  fomething  is  amiiTe: 
From  whom  is  banilht  fporting  Meriment: 
Whofe  feathers  mowt  off,  falling  as  he  goes. 
The  perfe<5l  pi<5lure  of  hart  pining  woes  ? 

Nature.         This  is  the  careful!  bird  the  TurtU  Done, 

Whofe  heauy  croking  note  doth  fhew  his  griefe^ 
And  thus  he  wanders  feeking  of  his  loue^ 
Refuting  all  things  that  may  yeeld  reliefe: 
All  motions  of  good  tumes,  all  Mirth  and  loy, 
Are  bad,  fled,  gone,  and  falne  into  decay. 

•  No  doubt  Chester  is  anything  but  skilful  In  expressing  himself  and  cofteris 
paribus,  I  should  have  explained  the  absence  of  the  'vision'  of  intervening 
countries  thereby.  But  as  it  is  design  not  '  skill-less '-ness  is  the  explanation. 
At  p.  17,  St  3,  the  Poet  intermixes  the  mythical  seat  of  the  'Phoenix'  (Arabia) 
with  that  of  his  *  Phoenix ' ;  and  so  elsewhere.  In  st  4, 1.  6,  'a  second  Phoenix 
loue '  doubtless  points  back  to  the  mythical  '  Phoenix '  as  =  first 
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PlioenuL         Is  this  the  true  example  of  the  Heart  ? 
Is  this  the  Tutor  of  &ire  Conftancy  i 
Is  this  Loues  treafure,  and  Loiies  pining  fmart  T 
Is  this  the  fubftance  of  all  honefty  ? 
And  comes  he  thus  attir'd,  alas  poore  foule, 
That  Deftinies  foule  wrath  Ihonld  thee  contronle. 

See  NourTe,  he  (tares  and  lookes  me  in  the  fiice, 
And  now  he  moumes,  worfe  then  he  did  before, 
He  hath  forgot  his  dull  flow  heany  pace, 
But  with  fwift  gate  he  eyes  vs  more  and  more: 
O  ihall  I  welcome  him,  and  let  me  borrow 
Some  of  his  griefe  to  mingle  with  my  forrow. 

Nature.         Farwell  feire  bird.  He  leaue  you  both  alone, 
This  IS  the  Doue  you  long'd  fo  much  to  fee. 
And  this  will  proue  companion  of  your  mone, 
An  Vmpire  of  all  true  humility: 

Then  note  my  Phanix,  what  there  may  enfue, 

And  fo  I  kiffe  my  bird.     Adue^  Adue, 

Phoenix.        Mother  (arewell;  and  now  within  his  eyes, 
Sits  forrow  clothed  m  a  fea  of  teares, 
And  more  and  more  the  billowes  do  arife: 
Pale  Griefe  halfe  pin*d  vpon  his  brow  appeares, 
His  feathers  fade  away,  and  make  him  looke, 
As  if  his  name  were  writ  in  Deaths  pale  booke."  {pp.  131-2.) 

Finally,  the  words  in  the  1601  title-page  ' canjlant  fate' 
have  no  sense  if  not  =  constancy,  i>.,  to  be  '  constant/  with 
martyrdom  as  the  penalty  for  breaking  the  fate  or  decree. 

The  letters  of  Essex  to  Elizabeth  are  a  commentary 
on  the  whole  of  this.  One  of  the  many  remarkable,  very 
remarkable  letters  of  Essex  to  Elizabeth,  preserved  among 
the  Hulton  MSS,,  may  be  accepted  as  a  type  of  the  others. 
It  is  suggestive  of  a  great  deal. 

"Madam. — The  delights  of  the  place  cannot  make  me  unmindful  of  one  in 
whose  sweet  company  I  haye  joyed  as  much  as  the  happiest  man  doth  in  his 
bluest  contentment ;  and  if  my  horse  could  run  as  fast  as  my  thoughts  do  fly, 
I  would  as  often  make  mine  eyes  rich  in  beholding  the  treasure  of  my  love,  as 
my  desires  do  triumph  when  I  seem  to  myself  in  a  strong  imagination  to  conquer 
your  resisting  will.  Noble  and  dear  lady,  though  I  be  absent,  let  me  in  your 
fiiTour  be  second  unto  none;  and  when  I  am  at  home,  if  I  have  no  right  to 
dwell  chief  in  so  excellent  a  place,  yet  will  I  usurp  upon  all  the  world.  And 
so  making  myself  as  humble  to  do  you  service,  as  in  my  love  I  am  ambitious,  I 
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wish  yoar  Majesty  all  your  happy  desires.     Croydon,  this  Tuesday,  going  to  be 
mad  and  make  my  horse  tame.     Of  all  men  the  most  devoted  to  your  service. 
[IS93-]  R-  Essex.* 

Love's  Martyr  throughout,  as  between  the  *  Phoenix '  and 
'  Turtle  Dove,'  makes  it  a  mutual  contest,  of  subduing  the 
'  Will,'  one  of  the  other.  So  is  it  in  Elizabeth's  letters  to 
Essex,  and  her  sayings  of  him  earlier  and  later. 

That  the  'passion'  and  'truth  of  love'  were  reciprocal; 
that  Essex  apart  from  ambition,  felt  that  if  he  was  worthy 
of  Elizabeth,  Elizabeth  was  worthy  of  him  ;  I  cannot  for  a 
moment  doubt  There  are  words  —  glowing  and  alive — 
intensities  of  appeal,  wistfulness  of  longing  and  odd  cap- 
riciousnesses  of  jealousy  that  only  reality  can  explain.  Let 
the  Reader  turn  to  his  Letters  to  Elizabeth  and  of  Elizabeth 
to  him;  let  him  even  look  within  the  mad  out-break  of 
his  rush  over  from  Ireland  and  straight  going  into  'the 
presence,'  and  he  will  be  satisfied  that  a  personal  experi- 
ence lay  behind  all  that,  to  which  nothing  short  of '  truth 
of  love  *  in  the  Past,  gives  congruity  or  meaning.f  Let  his 
Poems  also  speak  for  him.  Curiously  enough  in  his  Loyal 
Appeal  in  Courtesy^  we  have  the  line 

"  O  let  no  Phoenix  look  vpon  a  Crowe,"  \Anjmf\ 

and  these  exclamations  follow : — 

"  Woe  to  the  world  the  fonne  is  in  a  cloude 

And  darkfome  mifts  doth  ouerrunne  the  day 

In  hope,  Conceipt  is  not  content  allow'd, 

Fauour  muft  dye  &  Fancye  weare  avray  : 
Oh  Heauens  what  Hell  I  The  bands  of  Loue  are  broken 
Nor  mull  a  thought  of  fuch  a  thing  be  fpoken. 

*  Lwes^  as  before,  vol.  i,  p.  292. 

t  In  the  volume  of  1658  (already  quoted  from)  it  is  expressly  stated  that 
Cecil  had  laid  a  trap  for  Essex;  caused  him  to  get  news  of  the  Queen's  illness 
and  even  death,  and  embargoed  all  other  vessels,  hoping  that  Essex  would  join 
with  Tyrone  and  others,  and  cross  to  England  at  the  head  of  his  army.  His 
sudden  appearance  with  but  few  followers  disconcerted  Cecil's  plot,  who  had 
troops  ready  to  oppose  him.  There  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  the  authenticity 
and  good  faith  of  the  volume  of  1658. 
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Mars  muft  become  a  coward  in  his  mynde 

While  Vulcan  (landes  to  prate  of  Venus  toyes : 

Bcautie  muil  feeme  to  go  againft  her  kinde 

In  eroding  Nature  in  her  fweetefl  ioyes. 
But  ah  no  more^  it  is  too  much  to  thinke 
So  pure  a  mouth  fhould  puddle- waiters  drinke ! 

But  (ince  the  world  is  at  this  woefull  paffe, 

Let  Loue's  fubmiifion  Honour's  wrath  apeafe  : 

Let  not  an  Horfe  be  matched  with  an  AiTe. 

Nor  hateful  tongue  an  happie  hart  difeafe : 
So  ihall  the  world  commend  a  fweet  conceipt 
And  humble  Fayth  on  heauenly  Honour  waite." 

I  suppose  ihat  was  for  Anjou.  Then  "The  Buzzeinge 
Bees'  Complaint"  will  reward  full  thinking-out  It  thus 
closes : 

"  Ffiue  years  twice  tould,  w^  promaTes  perfiim'd, 
My  hope-ftuiite  heede  was  call  into  a  (lumber ; 
Sweete  dreams  of  golde ;  on  dreames  I  then  prefum'd 
And  'mongft  the  bees  thought  I  was  in  the  number.'* 

'*  The  False,  Forgotten  "  is  a  wail  of  a  bruised  heart,  €^. 

*'  Loue  is  dead  and  thou  free^ 
She  doth  lyue  but  dead  to  thee. 

When  fhe  lou'd  thee  beft  a  whylle, 
See  how  (lyll  fhe  did  delay  thee : 
Vfying  fhewes  for  to  beguylle 
Thofe  vayne  hopes  w<*  haue  betrayd  y«. 

Now  thou  feeft  butt  all  too  late 

Lone  loues  truth,  w^  women  hate." 

His  '  Cantvs '  is  explicit  enough,  e.^. 

"  I  loned  her  whom  all  the  world  admirde, 
I  was  lefus'de  of  her  that  can  loue  none  : 
And  mt  vaimb  hopks  which  far  too  high  aspir'db 

Is  DEAD  AND  BURI'D  AND  FOB  BUBB  GONB."<^ 

By  the  necessities  of  semi-revelation,  semi-concealment, 
there  are  things  in  Lovers  Martyr  that  might  be  brought  up 

•  I  hare  collected  the  Poems  of  Essex  in  my  Miscellanies  of  the  Fuller 
Worthies'  UbrarjgivoL  iv,  pp.  430-45a 
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in  objection  to  our  interpretation ;  but  the  lines,  otherwise, 
are  so  deep  and  broad  and  sure  that  I  cannot  think  it 
possible  to  eraze  them.  Fact  and  fiction  however  are  inter- 
blended,  e,g,f  the  ending  of  the  poem-proper  by  the  Author's 
evident  wish,  furtively  to  pay  homage  to  James,  introduces 
a  disturbing  element  into  our  interpretation ;  but  this  and 
other  accidents  cannot  be  permitted  to  affect  the  substance 
of  the  motif  of  these  poems.  The  word  'allegorical' 
covers  all  such  accidents.* 

(e)  What  is  the  relation  between  the  'new 
compositions'  and  'Love's  Martyr'?  In  the  original 
title-page  is  this  explanation  :  "  To  tliefe  are  added  fome  new 
compojitions^  of  feuerall  tnodertie  Writers  whofe  names  are 
fubfcribed  to  their  feuerall  workes,  vpon  thefirflfnbie6l\  viz, 
the  Plujenix  and  Turtle'*  This  makes  it  plain  that  these 
'new  compositions'  of  those  'moderne  Writers'  in  1601, 
were  intended  to  celebrate  precisely  what  Love's  Martyr 
celebrated.  So  that  granted,  my  premiss,  viz.,  that  Love's 
Martyr  had  the  motif  ^nd  message  for  which  I  have  argued, 
we  have  Shakespeare,  Ben  Jonson,  George  Chapman, 
John  Marston  and  others  (anonymous),  siding  (so-to-say) 
with  Robert  Chester  in  doing  honour  to  Essex.  I  do  not 
greatly  concern  myself  with  any  in  this  matter  save  one  — 
Shakespeare.  Now,  one  may  be  sure  in  one's  own  mind 
of  his  admiration,  in  common  with  the  Nation,  for  Essex, 
though  the  proofs  be  comparatively  slight  in  themselves. 
But  with  this '  new  composition '  super-added,  the  conviction 
deepens.  Omitting  the  'Phoenix  and  Turtle'  for  the 
moment,  there  are  three  things  that  favour  the  view  that 
Shakespeare  sympathized  with  Essex. 

I.  There  is  the  great  praise  in  the  Chorus  o{  Henry  V\ 

•  Were  it  not  that  Lavis  Martyr  was  certainly  published  in  1601  and  left 
unchanged  (except  by  withdrawal  of  preliminary  pages)  one  might  have  deemed 
p.  37,  St.  2,  a  later  insertion  concerning  James.  As  it  is,  it  is  impossible.  The 
explanation  is,  that  James  was  for  long  set  down  as  Elizabeth's  heir-pre- 
sumptive. 
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"  But  now  behold, 
In  the  quick  Foige  and  working-houfe  of  Thought, 
How  London  doth  powre  out  her  Citizens, 
The  Maior  and  all  his  Brethren  in  beil  fort. 
Like  to  the  Senatours  of  th'  antique  Rome, 
With  the  Plebeians  fwarming  at  their  heeles, 
Goe  forth  and  fetch  their  Conquering  Cafar  in  : 
As  by  a  lower,  but  by  louing  llkelyhood. 
Were  now  the  Generall  of  our  gracious  Emprefle, 
As  in  good  time  he  may,  from  Lreland  comming. 
Bringing  Rebellion  broached  on  his  Sword : 
How  many  would  the  peaceful!  Citie  quit. 
To  welcome  him?"    (Act  t,  sc.  i  (Chorus). 

This  splendid  tribute  is  so  brought  in  by  head  and 
shoulders  on  very  purpose  to  win  hearts  for  Essex,  that 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  doubt  that  Shakespeare  was  for  him 
pronouncedly,  maugre  the  eviUspeaking  and  jealousies  and 
enmities  of  the  day  in  'high  places.'  This  is  one  of  those 
asides  that  take  new  significance  from  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  introduced.  It  may,  or  may  not,  have 
been  an  after-thought  and  insertion.  In  either  case  its 
significance  and  declarativeness  of  opinion  and  sympathy 
is  untouched. 

2.  The  acting  of  Richard  11^  before  Essex  made  his  final 
wild  and  ill-advised  attempt  There  was  probably  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  thus  acted  a  Play  so  full  of  warning  to 
princes  who  pushed  their  right  to  edge  of  wrong,  suggestive 
hits  in  the  Play  that  might  be  meant  to  be  caught  up.  But 
there  is  no  proof  that  Shakespeare  himself  was  concerned 
in  the  coincidental  playing,  or  that  he  knew  what  such 
pla3ring  was  meant  to  precede.  Neither  do  I  think  that 
Shakespeare  would  have  countenanced  Essex  in  so  unwise 
an  act,  albeit  I  never  can  think  it  was  born  of  disloyalty 
to  his  'gfreat  Queen.'  I  do  not,  therefore,  receive  the  play- 
ing of  Richard  II  as  proof  that  Shakespeare  was  a  partizan 
of  Essex's.     Yet  is  the  thing  noteworthy. 

3.  The  silence  of  Shakespeare  on  the  death  of  Elizabeth. 
Amid  the  abounding  elegies  and  eulogies  contemporaneous 
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and  later,  you  search  in  vain  for  anything  by  Shakespeare. 
Every  one  knows  that  he  was  reproached  in  print  for  his 
silence.  I  regard  it  as  specially  memorable.  Inferentially 
I  take  it  as  his  verdict  for  Essex,  Perhaps  equally  worthy 
of  note  is  his  after-compliment  to  James ;  for  he  was  the 
friend  of  Essex's  friends.  Southampton's  close  relations 
with  Essex  also  furnished  an  element  of  alienation  from 
Elizabeth  to  Shakespeare. 

Any  further  evidence,  even  if  it  be  slight,  is  important 
And  further  evidence  I  find  in  the  'new  composition'  of 
the  'Phoenix  and  Turtle'  contributed  by  Shakespeare  to 
Lovis  Martyr,  The  fact  of  such  a  contribution  by  him  is, 
in  itself,  noticeable.  For  while  Ben  Jonson  and  Chapman  and 
others  contemporary  lavished  their  'Commendatory  Verses,' 
Shakespeare,  with  this  solitary  exception,  wrote  none  as  he 
sought  none.  This  surely  imparts  special  significance  to 
the  exception. 

Internally,  the  '  Phoenix  and  Turtle  *  is  on  the  same  lines 
with  Lovis  Martyr.  To  my  mind  there  is  pathos  in  the 
lament  over  the  'Tragique  Scene.'  Essex  himself,  as  we 
have  seen — and  his  Letters  to  Elizabeth  that  are  still 
open  to  be  read,  have  the  same  burden  —  had  sung 

*'  I  am  not  liulng,  though  I  feeme  to  go, 
Already  buried  in  the  graue  of  wo  "  (p.  133). 

and  earlier, 

"  Loue  Is  dead," 

and  in  the  Threnos,  Shakespeare  regards  not  the  beheaded 
Essex  only,  but  his  '  Phoenix '  too  as  dead : 

"  Truth  may  feeme,  but  cannot  be, 
BeauUe  bragge,  but  tis  not  (he. 
Truth  and  Beautie  buried  be. 

To  this  vme  let  thofe  repabre. 

That  are  either  true  or  £edre, 

For  thefe  dead  Birds,  figh  a  prayer  *'  (p.  184). 

En  passant  'Imogen'  later  is  named  'the  dead  bird' 
{Cymbeline) 
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All  this,  be  it  noted,  fits  in  with  the  '  allegorical  shadow- 
ing out '  of  Lovers  Martyr ;  for  therein  BOTH  die.  Thus, 
after  the  'Turtle  Dove'  has  craved  "pardon  for  prefump- 
tion's  foule  offence"  (p.  133),  and  avowed  his  life- weariness 
much  as  Essex's  letters  to  Elizabeth  did,  he  is  strengthened 
to  endure  and  prepared  for  his  own  and  her  martyrdom 
{Lov^s  Martyr\  e^,\ 

Phoenix.     "  Come  poore  lamenting  foule,  come  fit  by  me. 
We  are  all  one,  thy  forrow  (hall  be  mine, 
Fall  thou  a  teare,  and  thou  (halt  plainly  fee, 
Mine  eyes  fliall  anfwer  teare  for  teare  of  thine: 
Sigh  thou,  He  figh,  and  if  thou  give  a  grone, 
I  Audi  be  dead  in  anfwering  of  thy  mone  "  (p.  134). 

After  exactly  such  love-talk  as  we  can  imagine  between 
Elizabeth  and  Essex,  when  after  inevitable  quarrelling  there 
came  as  inevitable  reconciliation  (pp.  134-36),  their  twin- 
death— the  death  of  "Truth  and  Beautie"  (the  'dead 
Birds,'  Phoenix  and  Turtle  Dove,  of  Shakespeare)  is  set 
before  us.    We  have,  first,  the  relation  : 

Phoenix.     "  Then  to  yon  next  adioyning  groue  well  flye^ 

And  gather  fweete  wood  for  to  make  our  flame. 
And  in  a  manner  facrificingly, 
Burne  both  our  bodies  to  reuiue  one  name: 
And  in  all  humblenefle  we  wiU  intreate 
The  hot  earth-parching  Sunne  to  lend  his  heate"  (p.  136). 

Then  the  tragedy  itself,  which  I  ask  the  reader  to  ponder 
(pp.  138-9).  Both  are  'dead'  in  the  pathetic  and  sugges- 
tive close : 

Fhoeniz.     "  O  holy,  facred,  and  pure  perfe<5l  fire, 

More  pure  then  that  ore  which  &ire  Dido  mones, 
More  (acred  in  my  louing  kind  defire. 
Then  that  which  burnt  old  E/am  aged  bones, 
Accept  into  your  euer  hallowed  flame, 
Two  bodies,  from  the  which  may  fpring  one  name. 

Turtle.  O  fweet  perfumed  flame,  made  of  thofe  trees, 

Vnder  the  which  the  Mufes  nine  haue  fong 
The  praife  of  vertuous  maids  in  roifteries. 
To  whom  the  faire-fac'd  Nymphes  did  often  throng; 
Accept  my  body  as  a  Sacrifice 
Into  your  flame,  of  whom  one  name  may  rife. 
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Phoenix.        O  wilfulnefle,  fee  how  with  fmiling  cheare, 

My  poore  deare  hart  hath  flong  himfelfe  to  thrall, 
Looke  what  a  mirthful!  countenance  he  doth  beare. 
Spreading  his  wings  abroad,  and  ioyes  withall: 

Leame  thou  corrupted  world,  leame,  heare,  and  fee, 

Friendfliips  unfpotted  true  llncerity. 

I  come  fweet  Turtle^  and  with  my  bright  wings, 

I  will  embrace  thy  burnt  bones  as  they  lye, 

1  hope  of  thefe  another  Creature  fprings, 

That  (hall  pofleflfe  both  our  authority: 
I  ftay  to  long,  6  take  me  to  your  glory. 
And  thus  I  end  the  Turtle  Doues  true  ftory  "  (pp.  I38--9). 

I  ask  further,  that  the  '  Comment '  of  the  *  Pellican '  (pp. 
139-41)  be  critically  studied.  Finally,  I  recall  the  title-page 
of  the  '  new  compositions '  thus :  —  Hereafter  follow  diverfe 
Poeticall  Effaies  on  the  former  Subiefl ;  viz:  the  Turtle  and 
Phcmixr  This  explains  how,  in  Shakespeare's  'Phoenix 
and  Turtle '  and  *  Threnos,*  both  are  dead  ('  dead  Birds  *), 
though  Elizabeth  was  still  living  in  her  great  anguish. 

I  ask  special  attention  to  this  ;  for  otherwise  the  close  of 
his  '  Phcenix  and  Turtle,*  as  not  conformable  to  history,  will 
perplex  and  be  regarded  as  not  pointing  to  Elizabeth  and 
Essex.  I  must  iterate  and  reiterate  that  (a)  The  1601  title- 
page  expressly  states  that  the  "  new  compositions  "  (and  so 
Shakespeare's)  were  "upon  the  first  subiect :  viz.,  the  Phoenix 
and  Turtle,"  and  again,  were  "  diverse  Poeticall  Effaies  on 
the  former  Subiect ;  viz  :  the  Turtle  and  Phoenixr  ifi)  The 
story  is  ^ allegorically^  told,  as  a  ^shadowing  out'  of  the 
'truth  of  loue' — a  very  different  thing  from  bare  historic 
data,  {d)  The  title  'Love's  Martyr'  meant  infinitely  more 
than  '  death '  itself.  To  conform  therefore  to  Lovis  Martyr 
and  to  fall  in  with  the  '  allegory,'  Shakespeare,  like  Chester, 
represents  BOTH  as  dead  ('dead  Birds').  There  might 
indeed  be  policy  and  wariness  alike  in  Chester  and  Shake- 
speare in  such  representation. 

Let  the  reader  take  with  him  the  golden  key  that  by 
'Phoenix'  Shakespeare  intended  Elizabeth,  and  by  the 
'  Dove '  Essex,  and  the  '  Phoenix  and  Turtle,'  hitherto  re- 
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garded  as  a  mere  enigmatical  epicedial  lay  —  as  already 
seen  —  will  be  recognized  as  of  rarest  interest.  I  cannot 
say  that  I  see  my  way  through  it  all  —  st.  5  (p.  182)  I  do 
not  quite  understand ;  but  it  is  a  mere  accident  of  the 
poem.  But  I  do  see  that  Shakespeare  went  with  Robert 
Chester  in  grief  for  Essex,  and  in  sad-heartedness  that  the 
'truth  of  love*  had  not  been  accomplished.  Herein  I  find, 
likewise — I  would  re-impress — why  it  was  that  Shakespeare, 
though  well-nigh  stung  to  do  it  in  print,  wrote  nothing  on 
the  death  of  Elizabeth.* 

The  other  'new  compositions*  are  of  unequal  value. 
Our  Notes  and  Illustrations  invite  attention  to  z^x\.2An points 
in  them.  They  all  go  to  confirm  our  interpretation  of  the 
'allegory*  of  the  'Phcenix*  and  the  'Turtle  Dove.'  As  I 
read,  all  from  p.  190  to  the  end  belongs  to  Ben  Jonson 
(spelled  '  lohnson '  as  he  was  himself  wont  in  earlier  years). 
I  only  add  that  GifTord,  after  his  unhappy  manner  (with 
Cunningham  following  suit),  has  deplorably  corrupted  the 
text  of  these  poems  of  Jonson  —  as  I  record  in  the  Notes 
and  Illustrations.  Probably  Jonson  wrote  also  the  '  Chorus 
Vatum.' 

(/)  Was  the  161  i  issue  only  a  number  of  copies 
of  the  original  of  1601,  less  the  preliminary 
MATTER  AND  A  NEW  TITLE-PAGE  ?  I  answer  —  yes.  The 
identity  of  the  two  books  —  as  thus  put  —  is  certain.  Not 
only  do  all  the  signatures  correspond,  but  the  mis-pagings, 
5  for  1 1,  41  for  14,  59  for  63,  are  the  same.  Then,  the  spur 
of  the  L  in  Libanon^  p.  10,  1.  5  (=p.  18),  is  off  in  both ;  a 
broken  O,  p.  71,  1.  3  from  foot,  is  the  same  in  both  ;  a  turned 
'e,'  spaces,  dislocated  letters,  &c,  are  all  the  same.  It  is  also 
to  be  specially  observed  that  the  1601  title-page  of  the 
"new  compositions ''is  retained  in  the  1611  copies.  All  (in  our 
reproduction)  preceding  the  title-page  of  161 1,  belongs  to 
the  copies  of  1601  alone.  The  new  title-page  mispells 
'Annals'  as  'Anuals,'  which  suggests  that  Chester  did  not  get 

•  See  Postscript  G.  I 
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a  proof — if  indeed  proofs  were  then  given  to  Authors  — 
albeit  on  the  instant  having  occasion  to  turn  to  Bp.  Ellicott's 
New  Testament  Commentary  for  English  Readers  (1878),  I 
find  in  the  first  line  of  his  lordship's  Preface,  this  similar 
slip  —  "The  present  G)mmentary  may  in  may  respects" 
for,  of  course,  *  many/  As  elsewhere  noticed,  Chester  omits  his 
own  name  in  the  new  title-page  of  161 1.  In  naming  the  book 
no  longer  Love's  Martyr^  seeing  that  Elizabeth  and  Essex 
were  long  dead,  and  a  new  sovereign — King  James  I  — 
reigning,  there  was  policy.  There  was  policy  too  in  des- 
cribing the  book  as  Anuals  of  great  Brittaine  \  for  in  the 
Poems,  Scotland  is  scarcely  named,  and  'great  Brittaine' 
might  salve  any  offence  to  the  royal  stickler  for  his  authority 
and  dignity.  Besides,  in  1601  the  Arthur  portion  is  an 
episode  in  the  poem  of  Love's  Martyr  or  Rosalins  Complaint  \ 
but  in  161 1  the  episode  becomes  (in  the  title-page)  the  main 
poem,  albeit  even  then  Love's  Martyr's  story  is  a  part  of 
the  '  Annals.' 

(jg)  What  is  the  poetic  value  of  "Love's  Martyr"? 
Speaking  generally,  I  do  not  rate  Robert  Chester  as  a  poet 
very  high.  The  poem  of  Love's  Martyr  wants  proportion 
in  its  parts.  The  opening  has  a  certain  brightness  (pp.  1-6), 
and  the  brightness  returns  when  the  '  Annals '  being  ended 
the  Poet  resumes  with  this  '  Note ' —  "  6*  noWy  to  where  we 
left!'  The  'Annals'  themselves  are  thinly  done.  With 
Arthur  for  main  theme  they  look  meagre  and  prosaic  beside 
the  old  stories  of  the  'renowned  Prince,'  such  as  Mr. 
Furnivall  has  furnished  us  in  his  golden  little  book,  and 
such  as  the  *  Legend '  of  many  Chronicles — verse  and  prose 
—  furnish,  and  placed  beside  the  purple  splendour  of  our 
Laureate's  celebration.*      Sooth  to  say,  his  'singing'  of 

•  With  reference  to  Chester's  address  " To  the  courteous  Reader"  my  ever- 
obliging  friend,  Mr.  Furnivall,  has  sent  me  a  number  of  notes  on  the  various 
Arthurian  romances  and  MSS,^  and  through  M.  Paulin  Paris,  further.  I  must 
content  myself  with  a  reference  to  the  numerous  Arthurian  publications  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Introdtiction.  Ixiii 

Flowers  and  Plants  and  Trees,  Birds  and  Beasts  and  Fish,  and 
precious  Stones  and  Shells  and  Minerals  grows  wearisome ; 
although  there  are  bits  of  Folk- Lore  and  quaint  myths  and 
superstitions  in  wonderful  fulness  and  variety.  Whatever 
he  felt  inclined  to  write,  or  whatever  came  into  his  head,  of 
which  he  could  manufacture  a  few  or  even  a  couple  of 
stanzas,  is  brought  in  by  Chester.  The  book  is,  in  fact,  an 
omnium  gatherum.  It  is  just  possible  that  this  jungle  of 
irrelevances  was  of  design,  that  he  might  conceal  in  hidden 
brake  (if  I  may  so  speak)  the  fair  flowers  and  fragrances 
and  tendernesses  of  the  story  he  celebrates  in  Love's  Martyr, 
I  question  if  Elizabeth  had  chanced  on  the  volume  during 
the  dim  sad  days  that  succeeded  the  death  of  Essex,  that 
she  would  have  persevered  to  read  or  to  listen. 

The  poetry  itself,  is,  as  a  rule,  poor.  There  are  almost 
innumerable  instances  of  lines  and  phrases  inserted,  more 
to  complete  the  rhythm  and  rhyme,  than  for  reason's  sake. 
For  the  same  reason  there  are  not  a  few  forced,  and  I  might 
almost  say,  unidiomatic  constructions.  Only  "  few  and  far 
between  "  have  we  aught  of  inspiration  or  of  fine  expression. 
All  the  more  remarkable  is  it  that  Chester  so  dared  to  in- 
terpret the  popular  belief  of  what  Essex  was  to  Elizabeth. 

But  with  every  abatement  I  can  promise  a  sympathetic 
reader  that  he  will  come,  now  and  again,  on  "brave 
translunary  things."  Thus  in  the  description  of  the  Person 
of  the  '  Phoenix,'  that  is  of  Elizabeth,  you  have  daintinesses 
that  make  you  pause,  e,gr. 

Her  Hair. 
"  When  the  lead  whiiUing  wind  begins  to  fing. 
And  gently  blowes  her  haire  about  her  necke, 

Ei^^and  and  France.  Suffice  it  that  the  most  unlikely-looking,  viz.,  the  Greek, 
has  been  published  by  F.  Michel  in  hb  Tristram  (Pickering),  albeit  it  refers,  says 
M.  Paulin  Paris,  not  to  Tristram,  as  he  supposed,  but  to  Guiron  le  Courtois ; 
and  there  are  other  Greek  Arthur  celebrations.  M.  Paulin  Paris,  is  amused 
with  Chester's  credulity,  and  writes — that  it  reminds  him  of  a  respected  friend, 

the  Marquis  of ,  who  asked,  "Can  I  doubt  of  the  existence  of  Homer 

when  I  possess  his  bust  and  portrait?"     See  Hazlitt's  Warton^  s.n. 
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Like  to  a  chime  of  bels  it  foft  doth  ring, 

And  with  the  prety  noife  the  wind  doth  checke, 

Able  to  lull  afleepe  a  penfiue  hart, 

That  of  the  round  worlds  forrowes  beares  a  part  *'  (p.  lo). 

Eyes. 
**  Vnder  this  mirrour,  are  her  princely  eyes: 
Two  Carbuncles,  two  rich  imperiall  lights; 
That  ore  the  day  and  night  do  foueraignize, 
And  their  dimme  tapers  to  their  reft  (he  frights: 
Her  eyes  excell  the  Moone  and  glorious  Sonne, 
And  when  (he  rileth  al  their  force  b  donne"  (p.  ix). 

Cheekes. 
"  Her  morning-coloured  cheekes,  in  which  is  plac'd, 
A  Lillie  lying  in  a  bed  of  Rofes; 
This  part  aboue  all  other  I  haue  grac'd, 
For  in  the  blew  veines  you  may  reade  fweet  pofies: 
When  (he  doth  blufh,  the  Heauens  do  wax  red, 
When  (he  lookes  pale,  that  heauenly  Front  is  dead  "  (Ibid, ) 

Chin. 
''  Her  chinne  a  litle  litle  pretie  thing 
In  which  the  fweet  camatian  Gelli-flower, 
Is  round  encompaft  in  a  chriflall  ring. 
And  of  that  pretie  Orbe  doth  beare  a  power: 
No  ftorme  of  Enuie  can  this  glorie  touch. 
Though  many  fiiould  alTay  it  ouermuch  "  {Ibid,) 

Lips. 
"  Her  lippes  two  ruble  Gates  from  whence  doth  fpring. 
Sweet  honied  deaw  by  an  intangled  kiflfe. 
From  forth  thefe  glories  doth  the  Night-bird  fing, 
A  Nightingale  that  no  right  notes  will  mifTe: 
True  learned  Eloquence  and  Poetrie, 
Do  come  betweene  thefe  dores  of  excellencie  **  {Ibid, ) 

Hands. 
"  Her  hands  are  fortunes  palmes,  where  men  may  reade 
His  firft  houres  deftiny,  or  weale  or  woe. 
When  (he  this  (ky-like  map  abroad  doth  fpreade, 
Like  pilgrimes  many  to  this  Saint  do  go. 
And  in  her  hand,  white  hand,  they  there  do  fee 
Loue  lying  in  a  bed  of  yuorie  **  (p.  13). 

Fingers. 
"  Her  fingers  long  and  fmall  do  grace  her  hand; 
For  when  (he  toucheth  the  fwcetc  founding  Lute, 
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The  wild  vntamed  beails  anutz'd  do  Hand, 
And  carroll-chanting  birds  are  fudden  mute: 
O  fingers  how  you  grace  the  fduer  wires, 
And  in  humanide  bume  Vmus  fires  I "  {Ibid, ) 

Feet. 
"  And  if  by  night  (he  walke,  the  Marigold, 
That  doth  inclofe  the  glorie  of  her  eye, 
At  her  approach  her  beauty  doth  vnfold, 
And  fpreads  her  felfe  in  all  her  royaltie, 
Snch  vertue  hath  this  PhGcnix  glalTy  ihield. 
That  Flowers  and  Herbs  at  her  faire  fight  do  yeeld"  (p.  14. ) 

There  is  occasionally  a  pleasant  '  fmoothneffe '  and 
harmony,  as  in  the  '  Phoenix '  in  her  lament  for  her  years  so 
swiftly  passing  away  without  a  mate,  e,g,: 

**  What  is  my  Beauty  but  a  vading  Flower  T 

Wherein  men  reade  their  deep-conceiued  Thrall, 

Alluring  twentie  Gallants  in  an  hower, 

To  be  as  feniile  yalTalls  at  my  Call  ? 

My  Sunne-bred  lookes  their  Senfes  do  exhall: 
But  (6  my  griefe)  where  my  faire  Eyes  would  loue, 
Foule  bleare-eyed  Enuie  doth  my  thoughts  reprooue. 

What  is  my  Vertue  but  a  Tablitorie: 
Which  if  I  did  beilow  would  more  increafe  ? 
What  is  my  Wit  but  an  inhumane  glorie: 
That  to  my  kind  deare  fiiends  would  proffer  peace  T 
But  O  vaine  Bird,  give  ore  in  filence,  ceafe; 
Malice  perchaunce  doth  hearken  to  thy  words. 
That  cuts  thy  thread  of  Loue  with  twentie  fwords  " 

(pp.  25-6). 

Equally  flowing,  and  informed  with  a  subdued  passion  is 
'  Nature's '  remonstrance : 

"  Is  this  the  fumme  and  fubftance  of  thy  woe  ? 
Is  this  the  Anker-hold  vnto  thy  bote  ? 
Is  this  thy  Sea  of  Griefe  doth  ouerflow  ? 
Is  this  the  Riuer  fete  thy  (hip  aflote? 
•  Is  this  the  LeiTon  thou  haft  leam'd  by  rote  ? 

And  is  this  all?  and  b  this  plot  of  Ground 
The  fubftance  of  the  Theame  doth  thee  confound? "  (p.  30). 

There  are  also  now  terse  and  now  vivid  things,  e^gr. 
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Lult 
....  Lufl  is  fuch  a  hot  inflamed  thing 
It  gouoneth  mans  fenfes,  rules  a  King  "  (p.  45). 

Cities. 

'  Great  peopled  Cities,  whofe  earth-gracing  (how, 
Time  is  afham'd  to  touch  or  ouerthrow  **  (p.  33). 

Polutlon. 
'  Hels  damned  fent  with  this  may  not  compare  "  (p.  28), 

Majefty, 
*  Stand  by  faire  Phoenix,  fpread  thy  Wings  of  Gold, 
And  daunt  the  face  of  Heauen  with  thine  Eye  ^  (p.  27). 

Cleanfing. 
' ...  the  white  (how  (he  ihall  excell  in  whitenefle ''  (p.  22). 

Whlte-luftre  of  neck. 
' .  .  .  More  glorious  then  the  day  with  all  his  light  '*  (p.  12). 

Lady's  hand. 
'  Then  by  the  lawne-like  Hand  he  tooke  his  loner"  (p.  51). 

Troops. 
'  His  barbed  Horfes  beat  the  yeelding  ground, 
And  with  their  neighing  terrifide  their  foe. 
Proud  of  their  riders,  in  whofe  harts  are  found 
A  promife  to  the  Romanes  ouerthrow. 
llie  gliftering  Ihine  of  their  well-fa(hion'd  armour, 
Tek  all  men  here  doth  ride  a  Conquerour  "  (p.  71-72). 

Slaughter. 
"...  all  the  greene  graife  with  their  bloud  they  died  "  (p.  75). 

Arthur. 

"  they  found  King  Arthurs  skull. 

Of  fuch  great  largeneffe  that  betwbct  his  eyes. 

His  foreheads  fpace  a  fpanne  broad  was  at  full  *'  (p.  82). 

Diamond. 
*'  The  Diamond  the  worlds  reflecting  eye, 
The  Diamond  the  heauens  bright  fluning  flarre, 
The  Diamond  the  earths  mofl  pureft  glorie: 
And  with  the  Diamond  no  (lone  can  compare; 
She  teacheth  men  to  fpeake,  and  men  to  loue, 
If  all  her  rarefl  vertues  you  will  proue**  (p.  iii). 


The  "  fire  burns  "  and  flames  o*  times,  e^:. 
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True  and  fklfe  lone. 
Turtle.     "  Falfe  loue  puts  on  a  Maske  to  ihade  her  folly, 
Tnie  loue  goes  naked  wiihing  to  be  feene, 
Falfe  loue  will  counterfeite  perpetually, 
True  love  is  Troths  fweete  emperizing  Queene: 
This  is  the  difference,  true  Loue  is  a  iewell, 
Falfe  loue,  hearts  tyrant,  inhumane,  and  cruell. 


Phoenix.      Thou  (halt  not  be  no  more  the  TiifftZf-Doue, 
Thou  (halt  no  more  go  weeping  al  alone, 
For  thou  (halt  be  my  felfe,  my  perfe<5l  Loue, 
Thy  griefe  is  mine,  thy  forrow  is  my  mone. 
Come  kiffe  me  fweeteft  fweete,  O  I  do  blelTe 
This  gracious  luckie  Sun-(hine  happineflfe"  (p.  135). 

The  "Cantoes,  alphabet-wise,  to  faire  Phoenix  made  by 
the  Paphian  Dove"  (pp.  142-48),  and  " Cantoes,  verbally 
written"  (pp.  149-75),  fold  within  them  real  love-passion, 
though  arbitrarily  fettered  in  its  expression.  The  more  I 
study  these  the  more  I  am  impressed  with  Chester's  evident 
knowledge  of  the  secret  history  of  Essex  and  Elizabeth. 
There  are  touches  and  allusions  throughout  that  I  can 
explain  alone  by  interchange  of  conversation  between  the 
Poet  and  Essex,  if,  indeed,  Elizabeth  herself  is  to  be 
excluded.  The  songs  of  "  Nature  "  (pp.  86-7)  and  of  "The 
Phoenix"  (pp.  87-8)  have  the  indefinable  graciousness  of 
Elizabethan  poetry. 

Besides  all  this,  there  are  a  number  of  current  poetic 
phrases  of  the  day,  such  as  we  would  look  for  in  such  a 
poet.  And  while  some  of  them  —  as  pointed  out  in  Notes 
and  Illustrations  —  are  used  by  Shakespeare,  there  is  in  my 
judgment  some  probability  for  thinking  that  these  are  not 
casual  coincidences.  He  clearly  alludes,  in  the  lines  "  To 
the  kind  Reader"  (p.  6),  to  the  Rape  of  Lucrece;  and 
doubtless  he  had  also  his  Vetms  and  Adonis^  and  not 
improbably  saw  and  heard  some  of  the  plays.  Not  only 
would  these  things  be  natural  in  a  young  man  of  his  birth^ 
but  I  think  I  can  detect  in  some  of  his  lines  a  reflex  or 
remembrance  of  the  rhythm  of  Shakespeare's  lines.    There 
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is,  also,  the  unforgetable  fact  that  Shakespeare,  with  special 
exceptionalness,  gave  his  '  new  compofitions '  to  the  book  ; 
also,  that  all  the  known  contributors  were  Dramatists,  and 
connected  with  the  theatre  * 

Altogether,  few  I  hope  will  differ  from  me  in  affirming 
that  it  had  been  pity  to  have  left  Love's  Martyr  in  the 
hazards  of  a  couple  of  known  exemplars  (at  most); — literary 
and  historical  loss  longer  to  have  allowed  such  a  book  to  be 
inaccessible  to  Shakespearian  students.  I  indulge  the 
expectation  that  my  interpretations  of  the  *  truth  of  love ' 
in  the  story  of  the  *  Phoenix '  and  *  Turtle  Dove '  will  take 
their  place  as  a  substantive  addition  to  our  critical  literature, 
and  give  new  interest  and  its  true  meaning  to  Shakespeare's 
incomparable  '  Phoenix  and  Turtle/ 

(A)  Who  was  'Torquato  CiELiANO '  ?  By  accident  or 
design  Chester  has  here  combined  the  Christian  name  of 
Tasso,  and  the  surname  of  one  of  the  minor  poets  of  Italy 
of  the  same  period.  The  following  little  book  was  probably 
known  to  Chester : 

RIME 

DI   DIVERSI 

CELEBRI  POETI 

DelP  fth  nojlra: 

nvovamente  raccolte. 

e  poste  in  luce 

in  bergamo,  M.DLXXXVii. 

Per  Comino  Ventura^  e  Comftagni, 

Pp.  95-148  consists  of  selections  from  the  Rime  of  Livio 
Celiano;  and  then  pp.  149-81  of  similar  selections  from 
Torquato  Tasso  —  the  latter  immediately  following  Celi- 
ano*s.  Whether  this  circumstance  led  our  Poet  to  mis- 
remember   the  name   of   the   "venerable    Italian    Poet" 

*  The  conjunction  of  Ben  Jonson  and  Marston  in  the  book  in  i6ox  is  of 
special  interest;  for  it  was  in  the  same  year  Jonson  produced  his  PoctasUr, 
attacking  Dekker  and  Marston.  See  Ward's  En^.  Dramas  s, «.  Later  ( 1604-5), 
Jonson,  Chapman,  and  Marston,  were  together  in  prison  for  Eashvard  Hoe, 
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under  whose  mask  —  as  a  professed  translator  —  he  had 
elected  to  sing  Love's  Martyr^  we  can  only  guess.  Certes 
the  selections  from  Celiano,  in  the  small  volume  of 
Geo.  Battista  Licinio,  contain  nothing  whatever  to  justify 
Chester's  description  of  Love's  Martyr  as  a  translation  ;  as, 
indeed,  the  entire  scope  and  substance  of  his  poems  forbid. 
It  is  further  to  be  remembered  that,  while  in  the  1601 
title-page  the  Poems  are  designated  translations,  in  the 
second  title-page  of  161 1  this  is  withdrawn,  and  its  native 
origin  and  growth  affirmed,  e,g,^  "  The  Anuals  [=  Annals]  of 
Great  Brittaine,  Or  A  Moft  Excellent  Monument,  wherein 
may  be  feene  all  the  antiquities  of  this  Kingdome.*'  Our 
late-given  interpretation  of  the  main  subject  of  Love's 
Martyr  and  related  Poems,  reveals  that  the  author's  own 
consciousness  of  their  'burden'  would  make  him  very  willing 
to  be  mistaken  for  a  translator,  rather  than  to  be  known  as 
the  actual  composer  of  such  'perilous  stuff.'  Notwith- 
standing willing  helpers  at  home  and  in  Turin,  Florence 
and  Rome,  I  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining,  or  so  much 
as  hearing  of,  an  exemplar  of  any  edition  of  the  Poems  of 
Livio  Celiano.*  Quadrio  mentions  also  this:  ^*Celiano 
(Livio)  Rime.  Pavia,  1592."  I  have  no  expectation  that, 
were  this  other  volume  before  me,  any  ground-work  for 
Love's  Martyr  would  be  found  in  it  For  Chester's  poems 
are  Ei^lish  throughout,  with  no  touch  of  Italian  grace  or 
melody  or  such  allusions  as  were  inevitable  in  any  actual 
translation  of  an  Italian  poet  In  the  British  Museum  copy 
of  the  selections  of  1587,  some  former  possessor  informs  us 
that  Celiano  was  a  native  of  Genoa.  I  cherish  the  pleasures 
of  hope  that  some  specialist  may  hereafter  enable  me  to 
recover  the  Rime  of  1592,  and  perchance  other  works  of 
Livio  Celiano.  In  such  case  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate 
the  result.      Meantime  Dr.  Todhunter  of  Dublin  —  author 

•  I  owe  special  thanks  to  my  friends  E.  W.  Gosse,  Esq.  ;  W.  M.  Rossetti, 
Esq.;  Dr.  Steele,  Rome;  and  Messrs.  Dulau  and  Co.,  London.  Mr.  Gosse 
guided  me  to  the  Selections  in  the  British  Mu&eum. 
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of  Lauretta  and  other  PoemSy  having  the  genuine  mint- 
mark —  has  most  kindly  favoured  me  with  verse-renderings 
of  some  of  Celiano's  love-lays,  as  typical.  The  translations 
are  as  close  to  the  original  as  for  our  object  was  deemed 
needful.    I  have  now  to  give  them,  as  follows  : 

The  Lovers  ParaUd. 

This  lovely  new-bom  plant, 
Whose  grace  doth  so  enchant. 
Mimics  that  maiden  fair 
Whose  viigin  beauty  is  my  life's  despair. 

It  in  earth's  heavy  crust 
Its  delicate  roots  has  thrust; 
Her's  round  its  osteins  deep 
Of  my  life-drain^  heart  do  cling  and  creep. 

It  a  sweet  river  laves, 
Her  my  full  eyes'  sad  waves; 
It  joys  in  sun  and  air. 
She  in  the  warm  sighs  of  my  love's  despair. 

It  hath  its  leaflets  green 
Her  tresses  feiir,  my  Queen; 
It  hath  its  glowing  flowers. 
She  her  sweet  fiice,  like  roses  afler  showen. 

But  it  with  fruit  is  graced 
Most  pleasant  to  the  taste; 
Bitter  is  hers,  heigho  1 
Gall  of  my  life,  since  I  desire  it  so ! 

The  Envious  Lover, 

O  many-coloured  flowers  t 
Joy  of  the  meadows;  and  ye  verdurous  leaves  t 

Ye  whole  beloved  brood 

Of  Earth's  great  motherhood. 
How  do  I  envy  your  thrice-happy  state  1 
When  you  the  hot  noontide  grieves 
The  blessed  dawn  bedews  your  fiiinting  bud; 

And  ah  1  how  happier  fu 
Than  me  ye  are^ 

When  the  beloved  feet 
Ye  bend  to  Idss,  of  my  Urania  sweet; 
And  how  in  yoor  fbdl  form  I  long  to  be 
When  in  her  lap  she  takes  you  tenderly  t 
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The  Leveies  CompUdni, 

I. 

Who  would  behold  a  park 
Of  trees,  thick-planted,  dark ; 
Let  hun  come  see  my  daily-pierc^  heart. 
Thick  full  of  arrows,  full  of  cruel  smart: 
Thus  Love  hath  shewn  his  art  \ 

2. 

Who  would  behold  a  sea 
Of  tears  wept  hopelessly ; 
Let  him  come  see  the  wells  of  bitter  brine 
Which  night  and  day  I  weep  from  out  my  eyne: 
Thus  Love's  poor  captives  pine  I 

3- 

Who  would  behold  a  pyre 
Of  hell's  eternal  fire; 

Let  him  come  see  my  bosom,  full  of  flame, 
Tormented  with  love's  craving  and  love's  shame: 
Thus  Love  doth  write  his  name  1 

4. 

And  she  desires  to  know 
The  cause  of  all  this  woe  — 
Why  Love  hath  made  of  me  park,  sea,  and  hell. 
Let  him  know  this  my  tigress,  loved  too  well. 
So  fair,  but  ah  r  so  felTl 

Thi  Lomet^s  Piea. 

I. 

If  I  might  pleasure  thee 

By  crying:  "Woe  is  me!" 
"Woe's  me  I  woe's  me ! "  a  thousand  times  Td  scream,. 
So  I  might  compass  all  my  blissful  dream  \ 

2. 

Or  if  by  sighing  deep 

Thy  favour  I  could  keep. 
If  that  would  win  thy  pity  for  my  plight. 
Sweet  heavens  t  I'd  sigh  all  day  and  sigh  all  night  1 

3- 

Or  if  when  I  should  cry 

"  Oh  help  me,  sweet,  I  die ! " 
Thy  comfortable  presence  I  might  have. 
How  oft  I'd  pray  thee  lift  me  from  the  grave  I " 
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4- 

Alas  !  I  still  may  sigh, 

**  Woe's  me  I "  for  ever  cry, 
And  crave  thy  help  in  my  despairful  state; 
All  will  not  serve  to  change  my  cruel  fate  I 

It  only  remains  to  state  that,  throughout,  my  anxious  aim 
has  been  to  reproduce  the  book  in  absolute  fidelity  to  the 
original.  Below,  I  record  certain  errors  of  the  original  and 
other  minor  points  *  I  would,  in  conclusion,  express  my 
very  cordial  sense  of  obligation  to  the  various  friends  who 
have  aided  me  in  my  labour.  I  have  to  add  to  the  names 
that  appear  in  their  places,  that  of  the  Rev.  W.  E.  BUCKLEY, 
M.A.,  of  Middleton  Cheney,  for  excellent  aid  in  tracing 
Chester's  classical  and  other  quotations;  but  I  wish  em- 
phatically to  reiterate  my  gratitude  to  Dr.  Brinsley 
Nicholson  for  his  sustained  and  minute  carefulness  of 
reading  after  and  with  me,  and  giving  me  the  benefit  of  his 
ripe  acquaintance  with  Elizabethan-Jacobean  literature.  I 
send  forth  the  book,  especially  my  Introduction  and  Notes 
and  Illustrations,  with  less  hesitancy,  that  he  has  read  the 
whole,  and  approved,  if  not  in  every  detail,  yet  substantially. 
I  have  to  thank  my  friend  Professor  DOWDEN  for  several 
suggestions  that  have  been  utilized. 

And  so  I  invite  thee,  '  gentle  Reader,*  to  the  thoughtful 
perusal  of  this  ancient  book,  in  the  light  and  shadow  of  my 
interpretation  of  its  'shadowing  the  truth  of  love,' — ^viz., 
as  telling  the  story  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,  with  Shakes- 
peare's version  as  well.  I  regard  it  as  no  common  honour 
to  address  so  *  fit  audience.'  I  confidently  count  on  every 
genuine  fellow-student  of  Shakespeare  receiving  generously 
my  endeavour  and  weighing  text  and  notes  together.  Henry 
Ellison  —  subtle  and  vivid  Singer  of  our  generation,  and 
destined  to  be  more  amply  recognized  a  century  hence  — 
may  close  these  introductory  words : 

"  Oh  turn  unto  the  days  of  yore, 

When  Faith  her  martyr-sons  could  name; 
And  Liberty's  untainted  lore, 

Frum  heart  to  heart,  passed  as  a  flame. 
•  See  Postscript  H. 
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Oh  turn  unto  the  days  when  Faith 

Could  build  cathedral  piles  thro'  love; 
And  hosts  therein,  as  with  one  breath. 

Their  true  heart-ofTering  sent  above  ! 
Oh  turn  unto  the  days  of  old, 

When  unreproved  all,  and  free. 
Old  songs  were  sung,  old  tales  were  told. 

And  Hall  and  Bower  rang  to  their  glee. 
Turn  ye  unto  the  times  I  say, 

When  noble  thoughts  were  welcome  more 
To  English  ears,  than  at  this  day 

Vile  clinking  gold,  by  knaves  told  o'er  { 
Oh  turn  ye  to  the  household  laws, 

The  fireside  laws  of  Peace  and  Love; 
Where  Wisdom  feeds  her  little  ones. 

And  fashions  them  for  Him  above  I 
Oh  turn  unto  our  Shakespeare's  page. 

And  read  of  Harry's  chivalry; 
Of  gallant  deeds,  which  are  a  gage 

For  like  unto  Posterity. 
Oh  then  shall  Freedom  on  Time's  lyre 

Strike  with  a  willing  hand  the  strain 
Of  olden  days;  and  Hampden's  fire. 

And  Milton's  tongue,  be  heard  again  ! 
Then  Faith  shall  have  her  martyr-names, 

Tho'  not  fire-tested  be  their  worth. 
And  patient  Charity,  who  tames 

Old  hatreds,  give  to  Love  new  birth  I 
Then  Freedom's  bright  electric  chain 

'Shall  stretch  o'er  hamlet,  town,  and  tower; 
And  good  old  songs  be  heard  again 

In  knightly  hall,  in  cot,  and  bower ! 
Then  too  my  Fatherland,  thy  fame 

With  rainbow-breadth  once  more  shall  rise; 
Scattering  the  storms  thro'  which  it  came, 

Like  dawn  unto  long  watcher's  eyes  ! 
And  thus,  when  thou  must  sink  again 

Within  thine  own  eternal  Sea; 
The  guardian-angels  still  their  strain 

Shall  sing,  and  hail  thee,  'bless'd  and  free.'* 

*  MadmometUs^  voL  i,  pp.  99-100,  '  On  hearing  an  eld-time  song.* 

ALEXANDER  B.  GROSART. 

SU  Georges  Vtstry^  Blackburn^  Latuashirt, 
August^  187Z, 
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A.    Page  viii. 

Epistle-dedicatory  of  The  Christian  Exercise  of  Fastings 
Private  and  Pvblike  &c.     1 596. 

"  To  the  right  worshipfiill  and  his  very  Christian  good  friend,  master  Robert 
Chester,  Esqoier  &c.  mercie  and  peace  in  lesvs  Christ. 

"I  must  look  for  many  aduersaries,  for  the  greatest  part  hath  euer  declined  from 
pietie  to  superstition  and  prophanenes.  Therefore,  (right  worshipfull)  I  come 
▼nto  you  for  protection  of  Gods  trueth :  being  the  more  bolde  to  aske  this  fauor, 
because  I  am  so  well  assured  of  your  loue  thereunto,  and  full  resolution  to 
defend  the  same  with  al  your  might  during  life.  Againe,  I  haue  nowe  for  many 
yeares  knowen  your  Christian  loue  towards  me  for  the  truths  sake.  I  desire  to 
testifie  my  hearts  affection  towardes  you  in  the  best  manner  that  I  can.  The  most 
blessed  spirit  of  lesus  Christ  guide  and  goueme  your  spirit,  keepe  and  comfort 
you  and  all  yours.     Febniarie  12.  1596. 

"  Yours  assuredly  euer  to  vse  in  lesus  Christ  during  life.     Henry  Holland.** 

Judging  from  this  Epistle  one  must  conclude  that  Chester 
was  of  the  Puritan  side  as  against  the  Papal.  Essex  was 
avowedly  with  the  Puritans. 

B.    Page  ix. 

Abstract  of  Sir  Robert  Chester's  Willy  tnade  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Lemuel  Cluster ^  London. 

"I,  Robert  Chester,  of  Royston,  in  the  county  of  Herts,  Knight" — dated 
3  May  1638 — to  be  buried  at  Royston,  next  the  body  of  my  sister  Mrs.  Mary 
Thombuigh — to  my  wSt  all  my  plate,  jewels,  household  stuff,  goods,  chattels, 
&C.,  in  my  mansion  house  called  Cockenhatch  and  in  and  upon  my  lands  in 
Bark  way  and  elsewhere  in  co.  Herts. —  my  said  wife  to  provide  for  the  weekly 
distribution  forever  of  16^  worth  of  bread  to  the  poor  of  Barkway  and  8^  worth 
to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Northampsted  in  Barkway  aforesaid  —  to  my  son 
Robert  Chester,  Doctor  of  Divinity  ;f  100.,  with  which  to  educate  my  godson 
Robert  Chester  son  of  Henry  Chester  till  he  reach  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  then 
;f  K)0.  more  to  bind  him  apprentice  or  make  him  a  scholar  —  to  my  said  godson 
Robert  Chester  ;^3oa  when  24  years  of  age — to  my  said  son  Henry  a  Mourning 
cloak,  and  to  his  wife  ;^io.  for  mourning  —  to  my  son  Granado  Chester,  Doctor 
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of  Divinity  jf  loa — to  my  son  Robert  Chester  D.D.  and  his  wife  each  £\o  for 
monming,  and  to  his  son  Robert  my  godson  ;^ioo. — to  my  brother  in  law  Mr. 
John  Stone  a  mourning  gown — to  my  son  Edward  Chester  a  gown,  my  horse, 
and  my  seal  ring  with  arms — to  my  brother  in  law  Mr.  Edward  Capon  a  cloak — 
to  my  son  in  law  Sir  Thomas  Nightingale  Baronet,  a  cloak  —  to  my  son  in  law 
Edward  Ratdiffe  Esquire,  a  cloak,  and  to  my  daughter  his  wife  £,2xy,  for  mourning 
and  a  ring — to  my  daughter  Theodosea  Nightingale  widow  £2.0,  for  mourning 
and  a  ring  —  to  my  son  in  law  Samuel  Hinton,  D'  of  the  Civil  Law  a  gown. 
And  to  my  daughter  hb  wife  £20  for  mourning  and  a  ring,  and  to  their  daughter 
Anne  Hinton  ;f  2a  when  18  years  of  age  —  to  my  son  in  law  John  Piggott  Esq. 
and  my  daughter  his  wife,  mourning — to  each  of  my  grandchildren  a  ring  of  the 
value  of  20  shillings,  with  this  posy,  "  Christus  unica  salus  '*  —  to  my  kinsman 
Thomas  Smith,  Gent  a  cloak — to  the  poor  of  Royston  £^. — to  the  poor  of 
Barkway  and  Northampsted;^5. — to  my  cousin  Magdalen  Deane  cdieu  Addams 
40  shillings  a  year  for  life,  and  to  her  daughter  Anne,  my  cousin,  wife  of  [blank] 
Tymberdl,  20  shillings  —  to  my  nephew  Henry  Thombuigh;^ 2a  and  mourning, 
and  to  each  of  his  children  £^. —  to  Mr.  More,  vicar  of  Royston,  20  shillings 
and  a  gown-^  to  my  godson  Chester  Greene  20  shillings  —  to  Dr.  Smith,  vicar 
of  Barkway,  20  shillings^ all  residue  of  pesonalty  to  my  son  Edward  Chester, 
Esquire,  whom  I  appoint  my  sole  executor. 

Codicil,  dated  16  March  1639/40 — to  my  said  sons  Gmnado  Chester,  D.D., 
and  Robert  Chester,  D.D.,  ^^300.  which  they  shall  dispose  for  the  benefit  of 
my  son  Henry — to  my  said  son  Henry  an  annuity  of  ;£'20  for  life  —  All  my 
messuages,  lands,  tenements,  &c.  to  my  said  son  Edward  for  life,  with  remainder 
to  his  son  John  Chester  and  his  heirs  male,  remainder  to  the  other  sons  of  my 
said  son  Edward  and  their  heirs  male  in  succession,  remainder  to  my  said  son 
Granado,  &c,  remainder  to  my  said  son  Robert,  &c.,  remainder  to  my  said  son 
Heniy,  &c 

Codicil,  dated  7  April  1640 — to  Granado,  second  son  of  my  said  son  Robert 
Chester,  jf  5a — to  Anne  Hinton  daughter  of  my  said  son  Samuel  Hinton  y^'ja 
more  when  18  years  of  age,  or,  if  she  die  before,  then  same  to  her  2  younger 
sisters  when  18." 

[The  Will  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbury,  3  February,  1640-1,  by  Edward  Chester, 
son  and  executor. 

Recorded  in  Book  "  Evelyn,'*  at  folio  25.] 

C.    Page  xxiii. 

Nichols*  Progresses  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Were  it  not  that  the  title-page  of  Chester's  Lov^s  Martyr 
(1601)  designates  it  "the  firft  Effay  of  a  new  Brytijh  Poet," 
I  should  have  felt  disposed  to  assign  a  somewhat  vivid  piece 
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in  Nichols'  Progresses,  to  Chester.  It  is  entitled  "  The  Prin- 
cipal Addreffe  in  Nature  of  a  New  Year's  Gifte  ;  feeminge 
therebye  the  Author  intended  not  to  haue  his  Name 
knowne."  It  is  taken  from  Cotton  MSS,,  Vespasian,  E  8. 
It  is  possible  that,  notwithstanding  the  words  "the  firft 
Effay,"  this  anonymous  production  really  was  Chester's,  but 
not  re-claimed  by  him  later.  Be  this  as  it  may»  there  are 
memorable  and  illustrative  things  in  it.  Thus,  in  relation  to 
the  prominent  part  'Nature'  fills  in  Love's  Martyr,  it  is 
noteworthy  that,  similarly  here,  'Nature*  gives  the  "principal 
Addreffe."  Equally  noteworthy,  too,  is  it,  that  one  of 
Chester's  titles.  Love's  Martyr,  occurs  in  this  set  of  courtly 
poems,  e,g.\ 

"  Horace,  honour*d  Augufl,  the  high^fl  of  names, 
And  yet  his  harte  from  Mecene  never  fwervde; 
Ovid  helde  trayne  in  Venus  courte,  and  fervde, 
Cheife  Secretarye  to  all  thofe  noble  dames, 
Martyres  of  love,  who  fo  broylde  in  his  flames, 
As  bothe  their  trautli  and  penance  well  defervde 
All  in  fine  gold  to  have  theyr  image  kervde.'* 

More  noteworthy  still  is  the  precise  lamentation  of  Chester 
over  Elizabeth's  un-married  state  as  in  our  closing  quotation. 
Again,  she  is  sung  of  as  '  the  Mayden  Queen '  with  many 
lovers : 

"  .  .  .  .  two  Capetts,  three  Ceeares  aflaylde 
And  had  repulfe  of  the  great  Britton  Mayde  ** 


And: 


And; 


'  For  we  fuppofe  thou  haft  forfwome 
To  matche  with  man  for  evermore  ^ 


"In  woman's  breft 

Hath  harbourd  fafe  the  lyon's  harte  ** 

And  the  gazer  on  her  '  bewtye '  has  a 

" feble  eye 

That  cannot  view  her  ftedfaftlye  '* 

Broadly  looked  into,  this  "  Principal  Addreffe  in  Nature," 
throughout,  is  quite  in  the  same  vein  with  Love's  Martyr 
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in  its  laudation  of  Elizabeth.  A  few  quotations  will  doubt- 
less be  acceptable.     This  is  the  opening : 

"  Gracious  Princefle,  where  Princes  are  in  place 
To  geve  yon  gold,  and  plate,  and  perles  of  price. 
It  feemeth  this  day,  (ave  your  royall  advice. 

Paper  prefentes  fhoulde  have  but  little  grace; 

But  fithe  the  tyme  fo  aptly  ferves  the  cafe. 

And  as  fome  thinke,  you're  Highnes  takes  dellghte 
Oft  to  pemfe  the  ftyles  of  other  men, 
And  eft  youre  felf,  with  Ladye  Sapphoe's  pen, 

In  fweet  meafures  of  poefye  t'endite. 

The  rare  affedles  of  your  hevenly  fprighte; 
Well  hopes  my  mufe  to  skape  all  manner  blame, 
Utteringe  your  honours  to  hyde  her  owner's  name.'* 

Avowedly  the  author  regards  Elizabeth  as  a  pre-eminent 
theme,  e,g.^  "  The  Author  choofinge  by  his  Verfe  to  honour 
the  Queens  Majeftie  of  England,  Ladye  EHzabethe,  boldly 
preferreth  his  Choife  and  the  Excellencye  of  the  Subjeft 
before  all  others  of  any  Poet  auncient  or  moderne."  And 
again  :  "  That  her  Majestic  furmounteth  all  the  Princesses  of 
our  tyme  in  Wifedome,  Bewtye,  &  Magnanimitie :  &  ys  a 
Thinge  verye  admirable  in  nature."  In  accord  with  this 
are  the  several  'addresses'  placed  under  the  nine  Muses. 
I  must  content  myself  with  one  further  quotation :  "  That 
her  Majestic  (two  things  except)  hath  all  the  Parts  that 
justly  make  to  be  sayd  a  most  happy  Creature  in  this 
World." 

Parthe  III.     Erato. 
"  Youthfull  bewtye,  in  body  well  difpofed, 
Lovelye  iavoure,  that  age  cannot  deface; 
A  noble  harte  where  nature  hath  inclofed 

The  fruitful  feedes  of  all  vertue  and  grace, 
Regall  eftate  coucht  in  the  treble  crowne, 

Anceftrall  all,  by  linage  and  by  right. 
Stone  of  treafures,  honor,  and  juft  renowne, 

In  quiet  raigne,  a  fure  redouted  might: 
Fail  frindes,  foes  few  or  faint,  or  overthrowen. 
The  llranger  toonges,  and  the  hartes  of  her  owne, 
Breife  bothe  Nature  and  Nourriture  have  doone, 
With  Fortune's  helpe,  what  in  their  canning  is  — 
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To  yelde  the  erthe,  a  Priiicelye  Paragon. 

But  had  fhee,  oh  !  the  love  joys  (he  doth  mifle, 
A  Caefar  to  her  hufband,  a  Kinge  to  her  foone,  [jm] 

What  lacks  her  Highnes  then  to  all  erthly  blifle  ? 

I  add,  that  "  Parthe  VII,  Euterpe,"  is  a  summary  descrip- 
tion of  Elizabeth's  person,  of  which  that  in  Love's  Martyr 
is  simply  an  expansion. 

D.    Page  xxxiv. 

Other  'Phcenix'  and  kindred  references. 

In  "Sorrowes  Joy" — a  somewhat  interesting  poem  among 
the  many  that '  speeded '  the  departing  Queen  and  welcomed 
the  coming  King,  which  Nichols  also  has  reprinted  —  there 
are  exactly  such  descriptions  of  Elizabeth  as  are  found  in 
Love's  Martyr^  with  the  '  Phoenix'  perpetually  recurring,  e.g. 

"  Nature,  Art,  Fortune  vexed  out  of  xneafure, 
All  iirmely  vowed  to  frame  her  equall  neuer." 

'*  Wild  Savadges  ador'd  her  liying  name 
The  Earth's  bright  glorie  and  the  worlds  deaie  lig^t" 

"  Such  our  Eliza  was  whilft  (he  did  liue : 
One  Phoenix  dead,  another  doth  sendue.*' 

"  Thus  as  a  Phcenix  of  her  aflies  bred 

"  Since  that  to  death  is  gone  that  facred  Deitie 
That  Phoenix  rare." 

*'  A  sweeter  Muse  neare  breathed  on  these  lands." 

"Loue  (brewed  cinnamon  on  Phoenix  nest" 

**  Or  when  as  Phoenix  dies  :  Phoenix  is  dead 
And  fo  a  Phoenix  follows  in  her  stead 
Phoenix  for  Phoenix." 

See  our  Introduction  (p.  xlvi)  for  one  very  remarkable 
parallel  with  Chester's  title  of  Love's  Martyr.  With  rela- 
tion to  the  superlative  flatteries  of  Elizabeth  by  Chester 
and  contemporaries,  Hume  has  observed  —  "Even  when 
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Elizabeth  was  an  old  woman,  she  allowed  her  courtiers  to 
flatter  her,  with  regard  to  her  excellent  beauties."  Cf.  Birch, 
vol.  ii,  pp.  442-43.  When  Elizabeth  was  nearly  70,  Coke, 
at  the  trial  of  Essex  in  1601,  said  gravely,  that  he  and  his 
partisans  "  went  rather  into  the  city  than  to  the  Court,  in 
regard  the  lustre  of  the  divine  Majesty  glistered  so  brightly 
in  the  Royal  Majesty,  and  did  so  dazzle  their  eyes,  that 
they  durst  approach  no  nearer."  (Camden,  Trans.  614, 
Orig.  II,  230,  and  cf  my  Dk  Farmer  Chetham  MS^  in 
Narrative  of  the  Trial  of  Essex  and  Southampton.) 

E.  Page  xlvi. 
Melvill's  account  of  Elizabeth. 
Whitaker,  in  his  "Additions  and  Corrections  made  in  the 
second  edition  oi  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  Vindicated''  (1789), 
has  worked  in  under  a  passionate  animus,  many  extracts 
from  contemporary  letters,  &c.  Bating  the  twist,  he  gives 
them  all,  they  are  of  the  rarest  interest,  and  go  to  confirm 
and  illustrate  almost  every  detail  in  Love's  Martyr.  I  refer 
the  student-reader  to  the  book.  I  content  myself  here  with 
an  incident  at  Court  that  vivifies  Chester's  praise  of 
Elizabeth's  musical  gifts  (p.  13,  st.  2). 

"  She  [Elizabeth]  asked,  if  she  [Mary]  played  well  ?  I  said,  Reasonably  for 
a  Queen.  That  same  day,  after  dinner,  my  Lord  of  Hunsdean  [Hundson]  drew 
me  up  to  a  quiet  gallery,  that  I  might  hear  some  musick  (but  he  said  he  durst 
not  avow  it)  where  I  might  hear  the  Queen  play  upon  the  viiiginals.  After  I 
had  hearkened  awhile,  I  took  by  the  tapestry  that  hung  before  the  door  of  the 
chamber;  and  seeing  her  back  was  towards  the  door,  I  entered  within  the 
chamber,  and  stood  a  pretty  space  hearing  her  play  excellently  well.  But  she 
left  off  immediately,  as  soon  as  she  turned  her  about  and  saw  me.  She  appeared 
to  be  surprized  to  see  me,  and  came  forward  seeming  to  strike  me  with  her  hand ; 
alledging  she  used  not  to  play  before  men,  but  when  she  was  solitary  to  shun 
melancholy.  She  asked,  how  I  came  there  ?  I  answered,  as  I  was  walking 
with  my  lord  of  Hunsdean,  as  we  past  by  the  chamber-door,  I  heard  such  me- 
lody as  ravished  me  ;  whereby  I  was  drawn  in  ere  I  knew  how  :  excusing  my 
fiinlt  of  homeliness  [familiarity]  as  being  brought  up  in  the  court  of  France, 
where  such  freedom  was  allowed,  the  French  easiness  of  manners  being  then  as 

eminent,  as  it  has  since  been She  then  called  for  my  lady  Strafford 

out  of  the  next  chamber,  for  the  Queen  was  alone.  She  inquired,  whether  my 
Queen  or  she  played  best  ?  In  that,  I  found  my-ielf  obliged  to  give  her  the 
praise."    (pp.  145-6.) 
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F.    Page  xlix. 

Letter  from  a  Correspondent  in  England  to  a 

Scottish  Nobleman,  at  the  close  of 

Elizabeth's  Reign. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  J.  M.  Thomson,  Esq.,  Edin- 
burgh, for  an  exact  copy  of  this  very  noticeable  Letter. 
As  it  has  never  been  printed  in  extenso  I  deem  it  expedient 
to  give  it  without  mutilation.  The  italicized  lines  are  surely 
very  remarkable  in  their  revelation  of  Elizabeth's  too-late 
discovery  of  the  wrong  against  her  truest  and  noblest  self  in 
sacrificing  Essex.  The  Letter  is  valuable,  also,  as  reflecting 
the  troubled  state  of  the  nation  at  the  time.  The  original 
unsigned  MS, —  for  it  was  perilous  to  sign  such  a  letter — 
is  in  the  Advocates  Library,  Edinburgh,  and  it  runs  thus  : 

"  Albeit  that  I  haae  not  aunswered  your  Lordships  letter ;  neuertheless  I 
hoope,  that  my  silence  shal  receiue  that  favorable  constructio[n]  which  my  in- 
nocency  may  challenge  of  right.  For  I  was  resolued  to  commit  no  letter  to  the 
hands  of  Fortune,  seing  that  the  expectation  of  a  litl  tyme,  might  secure  the 
passage  of  thoose  papers,  which  I  decreed  to  consecrate  only  to  your  self.  And 
if  the  debt  I  owe  you,  might  be  payed  by  woordes,  I  would  frank[lyl  spende  al 
my  tyme  in  acknowl^ement  of  your  fauours  ;  which  beare  fruite  of  such  sorte, 
that  so  soone  as  I  haue  receaaed  them,  they  begin  to  bud  forth,  &  to  produce 
new  blossomes. 

"  Neuertheless  my  hoopc  is,  that  al  the  world  shal  knowe,  that  pow[er]  in  re- 
quiting, hath  rather  fayled  mee  then  will.  Therfor  pardon  mee  I  beseech  you, 
if  wanting  meanes  to  dischai^  the  debt  I  owe  I  am  constrdned  to  runn  on  the 
old  skoare,  &  to  spende  stil  out  of  your  L^^p*  stocke. 

**  I  haue  at  length  sent  his  Ma'y  an  abstract  of  such  Gentlem[ens]  names,  as 
are  in  greatest  accompt  in  Englande.  The  greatest  part  wherof  are  knowne 
vnto  my  self :  the  rest  I  haue  had  intelligence  of,  by  many  wary  questions,  &  sun- 
dry relations,  of  thoose,  that  weer  well  assured  of  that  which  they  informed. 
And  concerning  the  Apologetical  preface,  I  haue  deliuered  my  opinion,  wherin 
I  jumpc  just  with  your  L**?*  censure  therof :  hooping  that  h[is]  highnes  will  take 
your  woord  in  my  behalfe,  that  my  difference  jn  the  forme  of  an  Apology, 
springeth  not  from  any  spirit  of  contra[dic]tion,  but  from  the  obedience  I  owe,  to 
annswer,  truly,  vnto  euery  demaunde  his  Majesty  shal  propounde  vnto  mee. 
Also  I  haue  sent  a  discoursiue  aunswer  vnto  certeyne  questions  :  wherin  I  sup- 
poo[se]  that  though  pliaps  I  may  seeme  to  shoote  at  reuers,  I  haue  not  shott 
very  wide  from  the  marke.  Our  Queene  is  trubUd  v^K\  a  Rhewnu  in  her  armr, 
whuh  vexdh  her  very  much :  btsides  the  greefr  shee  hath  conceiued  for  my  Z'  of 
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Essex  kis  dtathe,  shee  sleepeth  not  somuch  by  day  as  shee  used,  ndher  taketh  rest  by 
night:  her  ddigkt  is  to  sit  in  the  darhy  &*  sometimes  with  sheddinge  of  tears  to 
bewayU  Essex.  This  is  the  reason,  that  wee  haue  so  many  horses  about  Lon- 
don :  the  particularitie  wherof  I  refer  to  Mr.  Foules.  In  any  case  let  mee  in- 
treate  you  to  sollicite  his  Ma*y,  to  send  often,  &  though  the  jomey  bee  longe,  & 
peynelixll,  I  doubt  not,  but  that  Mr.  Foules,  will  gladly  vndertake  the  charge, 
wherin  so  good  seruice  may  bee  performed.  For  it  is  expedient  that  the  mes- 
senger bee  skilful  in  our  present  estate,  trusted  by  us,  &  knowne  to  bee  confi- 
dente  with  the  kinge.  Concerning  my  self,  or  the  seruice  which  I  may  per- 
forme,  ether  in  tliis  place,  or  any  whatso  euer,  I  protest  that  I  remayne  firme, 
&  ready  to  bee  imployed,  whensoeuer  his  Majesty,  shal  grace  mee  with  his  com- 
maundement  For  I  breathe  no  other  contentment,  then  that,  which  may  turne 
to  the  adnancement  of  so  gratious  a  Prince,  &  the  ease  of  this  distressed  Cuntry. 
In  what  state  wee  stande  at  this  present,  may  better  bee  related  by  Mr.  Foules, 
Quaeque  ipse  miserrima  vidit,  then  by  a  short  narration  of  perpetual  woes. 

"Therfor  I  will  adaertise  your  Lp,  of  your  owne  affaire :  wherin  I  haue  tra- 
ueyled  to  the  vttermoast  of  my  power,  &  gotten  a  particular  information  of  al 
Cans  proceedings  touching  Whorlton.  The  common  voice  of  the  Tennants  is, 
that  hee  payed  only  a  looo  marks  to  the  Queene  :  but  hauing  conferred  with 
himself,  I  founde  him  much  discontented  as  hee  pretended,  for  the  great  price 
hee  had  payed  Videlicet :  1800* :  But  I  belcue  him  not  therin.  Neither  doth 
3  ;  or  I  thinke  it  fitt  that  any  thirde  person  should  compouncle  with  him  for  it. 
For  it  is  certeyne  that  seing  it  is  already  leased,  it  wil  not  bee  bought  but  at  an 
▼nreasonable  rate  :  &  the  tjrme  wil  come  when  hee  wilbec  glad  to  take  half  the 
money  hee  hath  disbursed  for  his  interest  therin.  The  Queene  hath  sold  a 
greate  part  of  the  Duchy  of  Comwell  &  Lancaster,  which  landes  must  ether  bee 
recalled,  as  wee  haue  a  president  therof  in  Henry  the  fourths  tyme,  or  bought 
agayne  to  vnite  them  to  the  Crowne.  I  haue  sent  your  LP  a  draught  of  the 
soruay  of  Whorlton,  which  I  gott  cunningly  out  of  the  Checker.     Likewise  you 

shal  receiue  a  coppy  of  a  Letters  Pattents,  taken  out  of  the which  is 

counted  to  conteyne  the  moast  general  woordes,  that  may  bee  used  in  a  good  & 
perfect  assurance.  And  albeit  t[hat]  the  name  of  a  Rectory  agree  not  with  your 
Manors,  it  importeth  not,  seing  that  mutatis  mutandis,  forasmuch  [as]  concem- 
eth  the  names,  the  whole  process  of  the  graunle  is  to  [be]  obserued.  I  feare 
that  you  can  hardly  reade  itt,  for  it  b  written  in  badd  Lattin,  &  abbreuiations, 
which  is  the  man[nsr]  of  the  clarks  that  coppy  any  recorde  out  of  the  Chaun- 
ceiy.  The  graunte  you  sent  mee  with  the  clause  of  renewinge  the  Letters  pat- 
tents  in  Die  Illo.  is  held  to  bee  better  then  any  other  assurance  that  can  nowe 
bee  made  by  the  kinge.  I  will  deteyne  your  Lp  no  longer  :  beseeching  you  to 
build  upon  that  good  foundation  of  my  affection,  which  your  merite  hath  firmely 
layd.  For  my  desir  is  to  streyne  my  vttermoast  ability,  to  bee  alwais  the  for- 
most  in 

Your  LP»  Seruice." 
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Ixxxii  Posicript, 

G.     Page  Ixi. 
Shakespeare  Censured. 

I  refer  to  Henry  Chettle's  England's  Mourning  Garment, 
&c.  (1603).  In  this  somewhat  remarkable  celebration  of 
Elizabeth,  Shakespeare,  as  author  of  the  Rape  of  Lucrece^  is 
thus  appealed  to : 

"  Nor  doth  the  silver-tongued  Melicert 

Drop  from  his  honied  muse  one  sable  tear, 
To  mourn  her  death  that  graced  his  desert, 
And  to  his  lays  open'd  her  royal  ear. 
Shepherd,  remember  our  Elizabeth 
And  sing  her  rape,  done  by  that  Tarquin,  death." 

Is  it  accidental  that  Chapman  and  Marston  —  other  two 
of  the  authors  of  the  "  new  compositions,"  be  it  noted  — are 
similarly  censured  and  urged  }  Could  these  lines  in  Chettle 
be  possibly  meant  to  hit  at  Chester  and  the  "new  com- 
positions " } 

**  worst  of  worst, 

bayards  and  beasts  accurst,  with  grossest  flattery  nurst 
Have  sung  her  sacred  fiame,  and  praised  her  to  their  shame^ 
Who  was  our  first  and  last "  {Harl,  Misc,  vol.  iii,  pp.  524-546). 

H.     Page  Ixxii. 
Errata  of  the  Original. 

Page  12,  St.  3,  1.  2,  comma  after  *  springs*  instead  of  period 
(.)  —  corrected. 
)>     13*  St  3,  1.  2,  comma  after  'flower'  instead  of  period 
(.)  —  corrected. 
ibid,,  St.  4,  1.  I,  '  yee '  for  *  yea ' —  corrected. 
„     14,  St.  I,  1.  4,  'Venus'  printed  ' Venvs' — corrected. 
„     22,  numbered  41  instead  of  14  —  corrected. 
„     23,  To  thofe  of  light  beleefe — st.  i,  1.  S,  no  comma  after 
'  conceit ' —  corrected. 
ibid,y  St.  2, 1.  5,  comma  after  *  find ' — corrected. 
„     ^^,  St.  2,  1.  6,  no  stop  after  '  fplght ' —  corrected. 
„     83,  lohannis  Leylandij,  &c.,  1.   12,  the  comma  after 
'petit' 
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Page  89,  Heading — *  Dialgue  *  for  *  Dialc^ue ' —  corrected. 
„    92.  St.  1, 1. 3,  no  comma  after  'enchantment ' — corrected. 
„  104,  sL  3,  1.  2,  'gods'  for  'godd[es]s.' 
„  III,  numbered  *  loi  * — corrected  to  '  103.' 
,,113,  St.  I,  L  3,  'cle'  for  'clere,'  and  1.  6,  'the  m'  for  'the 

mpnde].' 
„  128,  St  1, 1.  I,  'Memnodides'  should  have  been  *Mem- 

nonides '  certainly. 
„  131,  St.  2,  L  3,  'fometing'  for  'fomething'  —  corrected 
»,  137,  St.  4, 1.  4,  *  fecrecly '  for  '  fecretly.* 
„  142,  143,  are  mis-numbered  '118  'and  '  119*  for  '  134' 

and  '  13s' — corrected 
„  153  to  17s,  numbered  141  to  163  for  145  to  167  — 

corrected. 
„  167,  margin  —  1. 14,  *  feele '  for  '  feele/  and  1.  20, '  pored ' 

for  *  pureft ' —  corrected. 
„  179-195,  are  mis-numbered  167  to  183  for  171  to  187  — 

corrected. 
See  also  various  suggestions  and  criticisms  in  the  Notes 
and  Illustrations.    A  comma  at  the  end  of  a  line  was  a 
favorite  contemporary  punctuation. 

Errata  of  our  Reprint. 

Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  the  Reader  will  please  correct  before 
reading  —  others  of  lesser  moment 

Page  1 1,  St.  3,  L  i,  put  comma  after  '  thing.' 

„  29,  St.  I,  L  4,  spell '  keepe '  for  '  keep.' 

„  31,  st  2, 1.  4,  spell  'harmeleffe'  for  'harmleffe.' 

„  34,  St  I,  L  I,  put  comma  after  ^  Elfledal 

n  27 1  St  4, 1.  7,  spell '  deedes '  for  '  deeds.' 

„  38,  St  4,  L  2,  spell  '  tooke '  for  '  took.' 

„  40,  st  I,  L  8,  'reobtain'd'  is  printed  loosely  're  obtain'd.' 

„  43, 1.  7,  spell '  owne  *  for  '  own.' 

„  44,  heading,  1.  2,  put  comma  after  '  Coronation.' 

„  45  *  st  2, 1.  5,  '  But '  is  misprinted  '  Bet' 
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Page  47,  L  3,  spell  'litle'  for  'little/  and  st.  i,  1.  2,  *  wel'  for 
'well/ 

„    60, 1.  21,  '  redemaund'  is  printed  loosely  *  re  demaund/ 

„     61, 1.  2,  spell  'inuade'  for  *  enuade/ 

„     77,  St.  2,  1.  I,  spell  'batteir  for  'battel/ 

„     78,  St.  1, 1.  I,  spell '  prepared  *  for  '  prepared/ 

„     82,  St  3, 1.  6,  spell  'bene*  for  'been/ 

„  84, 1.  8,  read  '  off  fpring '  for  '  oflfTpring/  and  1.  1 1,  spell 
'  fweete '  for  *  fweet/ 

„     85,  Hee  endeth,  &c.,  1.  2,  put  comma  after  '  feate/ 

„     81,  1.  4,  spell  '  lye '  for  '  lie/ 

M    93»  St.  4, 1.  3,  put  comma  after  '  Hercules.' 

„  96,  st  2,  1.  5,  capital  to  'Fillies';  and  st.  4,  1.  i,  spell 
'  lacke '  for  '  lack.' 

„    98,  St.  3,  1.  7,  spell  *  verie '  for  '  very.' 

„  107,*  St.  3,  1.  4,  read  '  feafon '  for  '  feafon.' 

„  108,  st  2, 1.  2,  spell  'Turbut'  for  'Turbot/ 

„  112,  st  4, 1.  6,  spell  'food '  for  ' foode/ 

„  115,  st  2,  1.  4,  spell '  meate '  for  '  meat' 

„  127,  st  2,  1.  5,  put  comma  after  'way.* 

„  128,  st  5,  1.  3,  spell  'dayly'  for  'daily.' 

„  168,  st  3, 1.  5,  spell  'tels '  for  'tells.' 

„  172,  st  2,  I.  6,  spell  'fauoring'  for  'fauouring/ 

„  183,  st  4, 1.  I,  spell  'itfelfe'  for  'itfelC 

„  185,*  st  I.  15  (  dropped  before  'Peans* 

„  190,*  Eiro^  should  have  been  Latin  Epos — my  printer 
having  printed  it  Epo9  in  Greek,  I  over-hastily 
corrected  it  to  Eiro^. 

,,194,  Heading  of  Ode  —  I  have  extended  the  contrac- 
tions for  01;  and  or. 

f>  I9S»*  st  I,  1.  4,  for  'as'  read  'in.'  The  five  asterisk- 
marked  places  I  mean  to  correct  in  the  sterotype- 
plates  for  the  new  Shakespeare  Society. 

A.  B.  G. 
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LOVES    MARTYR: 

OR, 

ROSALINS  COMPLAINT. 

Allegorically  Jhadowing  the  truth  of  Loue, 

in  the  constant  Fate  of  the  Phoenix 

and  Turtle. 

A   Poeme  enterlaced  with  much  varietie  and  raritie  ; 

now  first  translated  out  of  the  venerable  Italian  Torquato 

CselianOy  by  Robert  Chester. 

With  the  true  l^end  of  famous  King  Arthur^  the  last  of  the  nine 

Worthies,  being  the  &AEfsay  of  a  new  Brytijh  Poet:  coUefted 

out  of  diuerse  Authenticall  Records. 

To  these  are  added  same  new  composUionSj  of  seueraU  modeme  Writers 

whose  names  are  subscribed  to  their  seueraU  worhes^  vpon  the 

first  JubieR :  viz.  the  Phoenix  and 

Turtle. 

Mar: — Mutare  dominum  non  potejt  liber  notus. 


LONDON 

Imprinted  for  £.  B. 

I  60  I. 
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TO  THE  HONORA- 

ble,  and  (of  me  before  all  other) 

honored   Knight,    Sir   yohn    Salisburie 

one  of  the  Esquires  of  the  bodie  to  the 

Queenes  most  excellent  Mates  tie,  Robert 

Chester  wisheth  increase  of  vertue 

and  honour. 

Pofse  &  nolle,  nobile. 

e   Sir,   hauing   ac- 

r  to  the  directions 

le  of  my  best-min- 

iends,   finished  my 

expedted      labour ; 

knowing  this  ripe  iudging 

world  to  be  full  of  enuie,  euery  one  (as 

sound  reason  requireth)  thinking  his  owne 

child  to  be  fairest  although  an  ^Ethiopian, 

I  am  emboldened  to  put  my  infant  wit  to 

the  eye  of  the  world  vnder  your  protecflio 

A3 
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THE  EPISTLE  DEDICATORIE. 

knowing  that  if  Absurditie  like  a  theefe 
haue  crept  into  any  part  of  these  Poems, 
your  well-graced  name  will  ouer-shadow 
these  defaults,  and  the  knowne  Caracter  of 
your  vertues,  cause  the  common  back-bi- 
ting enemiesof  goodspirits,tobesilent.  To 
the  World  I  put  my  Child  to  nurse,  at  the 
expence  of  your  fauour,  whose  glorie  will 
stop  the  mouthes  of  the  vulgar,  and  I  hope 
cause  the  learned  to  rocke  it  asleepe  (for 
your  sake)  in  the  bosome  of  good  wil.  Thus 
wishing  you  all  the  blefsings  of  heauen  and 
earth ;  I  end. 

Yours  in  allferuice, 

Ro.    Chester. 
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The  Authors  request  to 
the  Phcenix. 

PHcsnix  o/beauHey  beauteous  Bird  of  any 
To  thee  I  do  entitle  all  my  labour ^ 
More  precious  in  mine  ^e  by  far  then  many^ 
That/eed/l  all  earthly  fences  tvith  thyfauour: 
Accept  my  home-writ praifes  of  thy  loue, 
And  kind  acc^tance  of  thy  Turtle-doue. 

Some  deepe-readfchollerfa/nidfor  Poetrie, 
Whofe  wit-enchanting  verfe  deferueth  fame^ 
Should fing  of  thy  perfe^ions  pafsing  beautie^ 
And  eleuate  thy  famous  worthy  name: 
Yet  I  the  leafi,  and  meanefl  in  degree^ 
Endeuaured  haue  to  pleafe  inpraifing  thee. 

R.  Chefter. 
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To  the  kind  Reader. 

OF  bloudy  warres,  nor  ofthefacke  of  Troy, 
<y  Pryams  murdred/annes,  nor  Didoesy»//, 
Q^Hellens  rape,  by  Paris  Troian  boy, 
^Caefars  viSlories,  nor  Pompeys  thrall. 
Of  Lucrece  rape,  being  rauijht  by  a  King, 
Of  none  of  thefe,  offweete  Conceit  Ifing. 

Then  (gentle  Reader)  otur-reade  my  Mufe, 
That  armes  herfelfe  toflie  a  lowly  flight. 
My  vntufidflringed  verfe  do  thou  excufe. 
That  may  perhaps  excepted,  yeeld  delight: 
I  cannot  clime  in  praifes  to  the  skie, 
Leq/l  falling,  I  be  drawtid  with  infamie. 


Mea  mecum  Porto. 


R.  Ch. 
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THE 

Anuals  of  great 

Brittaine. 

A  MOSTEXCEL- 

lent    Monument,    wherein   may   be 

feene  all  the  antiquities  of  this  King- 

dome,  to  the  fatisfa<5lion  both  of  the 

Vniuerfities,  or  any  other  place  ftir- 

red  with  Emulation  of  long 

continuance. 

Excellently  figured  out  in  a  worthy  Poem, 


LONDON 

Printed  for  Mathew  Lownes. 

I  6  I  I 
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ROSALINS    COM- 
PLAINT, METAPHORI- 

cally  applied  to  Dame  Nature  at  a  Parlia- 

tnent  held  (in  the  high  Star-chamber)  by  the 

Gods,  for  the  preferuation  and  increafe  of 

Earths  beauteous  Phcenix. 

ASoIemne  day  of  meeting  mongft  the  Gods, 
And  royall  parliament  there  was  ordained  : 
The  heauenly  Synod  was  at  open  ods, 
And  many  harts  with  earthly  wrongs  were  pained ; 
Some  came  to  craue  excufe,  fome  to  complaine 
Of  heauie  burdend  griefes  they  did  fuftaine. 

Vefta  she  told,  her  Temple  was  defiled : 
luno  how  that  her  nuptiall  knot  was  broken  ; 
Venus  from  her  fonne  Cupid  was  exiled  : 
And  Pallas  tree  with  ignorance  was  (hoken : 
Bellona  rau'd  at  Lordlike  cowardice, 
And  Cupid  that  fond  Ladies  were  fo  nice. 

To  this  Affembly  came  Dame  Nature  weeping, 
And  with  her  handkercher  through  wet  with  teares. 
She  dried  her  rofie  cheekes,  made  pale  with  fighing. 
Hanging  her  wofull  head,  head  full  of  feares  : 
And  to  loues  felfe  plac'd  in  a  golden  feate. 
She  kneeld  her  downe,  and  thus  gan  to  intreate : 

Thou  mightie  Imperator  of  the  earth. 
Thou  euer-liuing  Regent  of  the  aire. 
That  to  all  creatures  giu'ft  a  liuely  breath, 
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Head, 


Haire, 


Foreluad, 


2  Rofalins  complaint 

And  thundrefl  wrath  downe  from  thy  fine  chaire, 
Behold  thy  handmaid,  king  of  earthly  kings, 
That  to  thy  gracious  fight  fad  tidings  brings. 

One  rare  rich  Phcmix  of  exceeding  beautie, 
One  none-like  Lillie  in  the  earth  I  placed ; 
One  faire  Helena^  to  whom  men  owe  dutie  : 
One  countrey  with  a  milke-white  Doue  I  graced  : 

One  and  none  fuch,  fince  the  wide  world  was  found 
Hath  euer  Nature  placed  on  the  ground. 

Her  head  I  framed  of  a  heauenly  map, 

Wherein  the  feuenfold  vertues  were  enclofed, 

When  great  Apollo  flept  within  my  lap, 

And  in  my  bofome  had  his  reft  repofed, 
I  cut  away  his  locks  of  pureft  gold, 
And  plac'd  them  on  her  head  of  earthly  mould. 

When  the  leaft  whittling  wind  begins  to  fing, 
And  gently  blowes  her  haire  about  her  necke, 
Like  to  a  chime  of  bels  it  foft  doth  ring. 
And  with  the  pretie  noife  the  wind  doth  checke, 

Able  to  lull  afleepe  a  penfiue  hart, 

That  of  the  round  worlds  forrowes  beares  a  part. 

Her  forehead  is  a  place  for  princely  loue 

To  fit,  and  cenfure  matters  of  import : 

Wherein  men  reade  the  fweete  conceipts  of  Loue, 

To  which  hart-pained  Louers  do  refort. 

And  in  this  Tablet  find  to  cure  the  wound. 
For  which  no  falue  or  herbe  was  euer  found. 


Vnder 
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Rofalins  complaint  3 

Vnder  this  mirrour,  are  her  princely  eyes :  Eyes. 

Two  Carbuncles,  two  rich  imperiall  lights ; 
That  ore  the  day  and  night  do  foueraignize, 
And  their  dimme  tapers  to  their  reft  (he  frights : 

Her  eyes  excell  the  Moone  and  glorious  Sonne, 

And  when  (he  rifeth  al  their  force  is  donne. 

Her  morning-coloured  cheekes,  in  which  is  plac'd,  Cheekes, 

A  Lillie  lying  in  a  bed  of  Rofes ; 

This  part  aboue  all  other  I  haue  grac'd, 

For  in  the  blew  veines  you  may  reade  fweet  pofies : 
When  (he  doth  blu(h,  the  Heauens  do  wax  red, 
When  (he  lookes  pale,  that  heauenly  Front  is  dead. 

Her  chinne  a  litle  litle  pretie  thing  Chinne. 

In  which  the  fweet  camatian  Gelli-flower, 

Is  round  encompaft  in  a  chriftall  ring, 

And  of  that  pretie  Orbe  doth  beare  a  power : 

No  ftorme  of  Enuie  can  this  glorie  touch, 

Though  many  (hould  aflfay  it  ouermuch. 

Her  lippes  two  ruble  Gates  from  whence  doth  fpring,  Lippes. 

Sweet  honied  deaw  by  an  intangled  kMTe, 

From  forth  thefe  glories  doth  the  Night-bird  fing, 

A  Nightingale  that  no  right  notes  will  miiTe  : 

True  learned  Eloquence  and  Poetrie, 

Do  come  betwene  thefe  dores  of  excellencie. 

Her  teeth  are  hewed  from  rich  cryftal  Rockes,  Teeth. 

Or  from  the  Indian  pearle  of  much  efteem, 
Thefe  in  a  clofet  her  deep  counfell  lockes, 
B  2 
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4  Rofalins  complaint 

And  are  as  porters  to  so  faire  a  Queene, 
They  tafte  the  diet  of  the  heau'nly  traine, 
Other  bafe  groffeneffe  they  do  ftill  difdaine. 

Tongue,       Her  tongue  the  vtterer  of  all  glorious  things, 
The  filuer  clapper  of  that  golden  bell, 
That  neuer  foundeth  but  to  mightie  Kings, 
And  when  (he  fpeakes,  her  fpeeches  do  excell : 
He  in  a  happie  chaire  himfelfe  doth  place, 
Whofe  name  with  her  fweet  tongue  (he  means  to  grace. 

Necke.         Her  necke  is  Vejlas  filuer  conduift  pipe. 
In  which  fhe  powers  perfe6l  chaftitie, 
And  of  the  muskie  g^pes  in  fommer  ripe, 
She  makes  a  liquor  of  ratietie. 

That  dies  this  fwanne-like  piller  to  a  white. 
More  glorious  then  the  day  with  all  his  light 

Breajles.      Her  breads  two  cryftal  orbes  of  whiteft  white, 

Two  little  mounts  from  whence  lifes  comfort  fprings. 
Between  thofe  hillockes  Cupid  doth  delight 
To  fit  and  play,  and  in  that  valley  fings : 
Looking  loue-babies  in  her  wanton  ^yts^ 
That  all  groffe  vapours  thence  doth  chaftefize. 

Armes,        Her  armes  are  branches  of  that  filuer  tree, 
That  men  furname  the  rich  Hejperides, 
A  precious  circling  fhew  of  modeftie, 
When  (he  doth  fpread  thefe  glories  happines : 

Ten  times  ten  thoufand  blelfings  he  doth  tafte, 
Whofe  circled  armes  (hall  cling  about  her  wafte. 

Her 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Rofalins  complaint  5 

Her  hands  are  fortunes  palmes,  where  men  may  reade  Hands, 

His  first  houres  deftiny,  or  weale  or  woe, 

When  (he  this  sky-like  map  abroad  doth  fpreade, 

Like  pilgrimes  many  to  this  Saint  do  go, 

And  in  her  hand,  white  hand,  they  there  do  fee 

Loue  lying  in  a  bed  of  yuorie. 

Her  fingers  long  and  fmall  do  grace  her  hand  ;  Fingers, 

For  when  fhe  toucheth  the  fweete  founding  Lute, 
The  wild  vntamed  beads  amaz'd  do  (land. 
And  carroU-chanting  birds  are  fudden  mute  : 

O  fingers  how  you  grace  the  filuer  wires, 

And  in  humanitie  burne  Venus  fires ! 

Her  bellie  (6  grace  incomprehenfible)  Bellie, 

Far  whiter  then  the  milke-white  lillie  flower. 

O  might  Arabian  Phcenix  come  inuifible, 

And  on  this  mountaine  build  a  glorious  bower, 
Then  Sunne  and  Moone  as  tapers  to  her  bed, 
Would  light  loues  Lord  to  take  her  maidenhead. 

Be  ftill  my  thoughts,  be  filent  all  yee  Mufes,  Nota. 

Wit-flowing  eloquence  now  grace  my  tongue : 

Arife  old  Hotner  and  make  no  excufes. 

Of  a  rare  peece  of  art  muft  be  my  fong. 

Of  more  then  moil,  and  moft  of  all  beloued. 
About  the  which  Venus  fweete  doues  haue  houered. 

There  is  a  place  in  louely  paradize. 
From  whence  the  golden  Gehon  ouerflowes, 
A  fountaine  of  fuch  honorable  prize, 
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That  none  the  facred,  facred  vertues  knowes, 
Walled  about,  betok'ning  fure  defence, 
With  trees  of  life,  to  keepe  bad  errors  thence. 

Thighes,       Her  Thighs  two  piUers  fairer  far  then  faire. 
Two  vnderprops  of  that  celeftiall  houfe, 
That  Manfion  that  is  lunos  filuer  chaire, 
In  which  Ambrojia  VENUS  doth  caroufe, 

And  in  her  thighs  the  prety  veines  are  running 
Like  Chriftall  riuers  from  the  maine  ftreames  flowing. 

Legges.        Her  legges  are  made  as  graces  to  the  refl, 
So  pretie,  white,  and  fo  proportionate. 
That  leades  her  to  loues  royall  fportiue  neft, 
Like  to  a  light  bright  Angel  in  her  gate : 

For  why  no  creature  in  the  earth  but  fhe, 

Is  like  an  Angell,  Angell  let  her  be. 

Feete.  Her  Feete  (now  draw  I  to  conclufion) 

Are  neat  and  litle  to  delight  the  eye. 

No  tearme  in  all  humane  inuention. 

Or  in  the  veine  of  fweet  writ  Poetrie 

Can  ere  be  found,  to  giue  her  feet  that  grace, 

That  beares  her  corporate  Soule  from  place  to  place. 

And  if  by  night  (he  walke,  the  Marigold, 

That  doth  inclofe  the  glorie  of  her  eye, 

At  her  approch  her  beauty  doth  vnfold. 

And  fpreads  her  felfe  in  all  her  royaltie. 

Such  vertue  hath  this  Phoenix  glafly  fliield. 

That  Floures  and  Herbs  at  her  faire  fight  do  yeeld. 

And 
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And  if  (he  grace  the  Walkes  within  the  day, 
Flora  doth  fpreade  an  Arras  cloth  of  flowers, 
Before  her  do  the  prety  Satires  play. 
And  make  her  banquets  in  their  leauie  Bowers : 

Head,  Haire,  Brow,  Eyes,  Cheeks,  Chin  and  all, 
Lippes,  Teeth,  Tong,  Neck,  Brefts,  Belly  are  maiefticall. 

This  Phomix  I  do  feare  me  will  decay, 

And  from  her  afhes  neuer  will  arife 

An  other  Bird  her  wings  for  to  difplay, 

And  her  rich  beauty  for  to  equalize  : 

The  Arabian  fiers  are  too  dull  and  bafe, 
To  make  another  fpring  within  her  place. 

Therefore  dread  Regent  of  thefe  Elements, 

Pitie  poore  Nature  in  her  Art  excelling, 

Giue  thou  an  humble  eare  to  my  laments, 

That  to  thee  haue  a  long  true  tale  beene  telling, 
Of  her,  who  when  it  pleafe  thee  to  behold. 
Her  outward  fight  ihall  bewties  pride  vnfold. 

At  thefe  words  loue  flood  as  a  man  amazed. 
And  lunos  loue-bred  bewtie  tumd  to  wight, 
Venus  {he  blufht,  and  on  dame  Nature  gazed, 
And  Vejla  (he  began  to  weepe  outright : 

And  little  Cupid  poore  boy  ftrucke  in  loue, 

With  repetition  of  this  earthly  Doue. 

But  at  the  laft  loue  gan  to  roufe  his  fpirit, 
And  told  dame  Nature  in  her  fweet  difcourfe ; 
Her  womans  Toung  did  run  before  her  Wit, 
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Such  a  faire  foule  her  felfe  could  neuer  nurfe, 
Nor  in  the  vaftie  earth  was  euer  liuing, 
Such  beauty  that  all  beauty  was  excelling. 

Nature  was  ftrucke  with  pale  temeritie, 

To  fee  the  God  of  thunders  lightning  ^y^&  ; 

He  fhooke  his  knotty  haire  fo  wrathfully, 

As  if  he  did  the  heauenly  rout  defpife : 

Then  downe  vpon  her  knee  dame  Nature  fals, 
And  on  the  great  gods  name  aloud  fhe  cals. 

loue  thou  (halt  fee  my  commendations, 

To  be  vnworthie  and  impartiall, 

To  make  of  her  an  extallation, 

Whofe  beauty  is  deuine  maiefticall ; 

Looke  on  that  painted  pifture  there,  behold 
The  rich  wrought  Phoenix  oi  Arabian  gold. 

loues  eyes  were  fetled  on  her  painted  eyes, 
loue  blufliing  fmiFd,  the  pifture  fmil'd  againe : 
loue  fpoke  to  her,  and  in  his  heart  did  rife 
Loues  amours,  but  the  pi£lure  did  difdaine 

To  loue  the  god,  loue  would  haue  ftole  a  kiffe. 

But  luno  being  by,  denyed  him  this. 

When  all  the  reft  beheld  this  counterfeit. 

They  knew  the  fubftance  was  of  rarer  price  : 

Some  gaz'd  vpon  her  face,  on  which  did  waite 

As  meffengers,  her  two  celeftiall  eyes ; 

Eyes  wanting  fire,  did  giue  a  lightning  flame. 
How  much  more  would  her  eyes  mans  fences  tame  ? 

Then 
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Then  all  the  Gods  and  Goddeffes  did  decree, 
In  humble  maner  to  intreat  of  lotie 
And  euery  power  vpon  his  bended  knee, 
Shewd  faithfuU  feniice  in  dame  Natures  loue, 
Intreating  him  to  pacifie  his  Ire, 
And  raife  another  Phoenix  of  new  fire. 

Her  pi£lure  from  loues  eyes  hath  banifht  Hate, 
And  Mildnefle  plaind  the  furrowes  of  his  brow. 
Her  painted  fhape  hath  chaftifed  debate. 
And  now  to  pleafure  them  he  makes  a  vow : 

Then  thus  loue  fpake,  tis  pittie  fhe  ftiould  die. 
And  leaue  no  of  fpring  of  her  Progenie. 

Nature  go  hie  thee,  get  thee  Phcebus  chaire, 
Cut  through  the  skie,  and  leaue  Arabia^ 
Leaue  that  il  working  peece  of  fruitleffe  ayre, 
Leaue  me  the  plaines  of  white  Btytania, 

Thefe  countries  haue  no  fire  to  raife  that  flame. 
That  to  this  Phoenix  bird  can  yeeld  a  name. 

There  is  a  country  Clymat  fam'd  of  old. 
That  hath  to  name  delightfome  Paphos  He, 
Ouer  the  mountaine  tops  to  trudge  be  bold. 
There  let  thy  winged  Horfes  reft  awhile  : 
Where  in  a  vale  like  Ciparijfus  groue. 
Thou  (halt  behold  a  fecond  Phoenix  loue. 

A  champion  country  full  of  fertill  Plaines, 
Green  graflie  Medowes,  little  prettie  Hils, 
Aboundant  pleafure  in  this  place  remaines, 
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And  plenteous  fweetes  this  heauenly  clymat  fiUes : 
Faire  flowing  bathes  that  iffue  from  the  rockes, 
Aboundant  heards  of  beafts  that  come  by  flockes. 

High  (lately  Caedars,  fturdie  bigge  arm'd  Okes, 
Great  Poplers,  and  long  trees  of  Libanon^ 
Sweete  fmelling  Firre  that  frankenfence  prouokes, 
And  Pine  apples  from  whence  fweet  iuyce  doth  come  : 

The  fommer-blooming  Hauthome ;  vnder  this 

Faire  Venus  from  Adonis  ftole  a  kifle. 

Fine  Thickets  and  rough  Brakes  for  fport  and  pleafure, 

Places  to  hunt  the  light-foote  nimble  Roe : 

Thefe  g^roues  Diana  did  account  her  treafure, 

And  in  the  cold  (hades,  oftentimes  did  goe 

To  lie  her  downe,  faint,  weary  on  the  ground, 
Whileft  that  her  Nimphs  about  her  daunft  a  round. 

A  quire  of  heauenly  Angels  tune  their  voyces, 

And  counterfeit  the  Nightingale  in  finging, 

At  which  delight  fome  pleafure  fhe  reioyces, 

And  Plenty  from  her  cell  her  gifts  is  bringing : 

Peares,  Apples,  Plums,  and  the  red  ripe  Cherries, 
Sweet  Strawberries  with  other  daintie  berries. 

Here  haunt  the  Satyres  and  the  Driades, 

The  Hantadriades  and  pretie  Elues, 

That  in  the  groues  with  skipping  many  pleafe, 

And  runne  along  vpon  the  water  ftielues  : 

Heare  Mermaides  fing,  but  with  Ulyffes  eares. 
The  country  Gallants  do  difdaine  their  teares. 

The 
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The  Crocadile  and  biffing  Adders  fling, 
May  not  come  neere  this  holy  plot  of  ground, 
No  Nightworme  in  this  continent  may  fmg, 
Nor  poifon-fpitting  Serpent  may  be  found  : 

Here  Milke  and  Hony  like  two  riuers  ran, 

As  fruitefull  as  the  land  of  Canaan, 

What  fhall  I  fay  ?  their  Orchards  fpring  with  plentie, 

The  Gardens  fmell  like  Floras  paradice, 

Bringing  increafe  from  one  to  number  twentie, 

As  Lycorice  and  fweet  Arabian  fpice  : 

No  place  is  found  vnder  bright  heauens  faire  bliffe, 
To  beare  the  name  olParadife  but  this. 

Hard  by  a  running  ftreame  or  cryftall  fountaine, 
Wherein  rich  Orient  pearle  is  often  found, 
Enuiron'd  with  a  high  and  fteepie  mountaine, 
A  fertill  foile  and  fruitful  plot  of  ground, 

There  fhalt  thou  find  true  Honors  louely  Squire^ 
That  for  this  Phcenix  keepes  Prometheus  fire. 

His  bower  wherein  he  lodgeth  all  the  night, 
Is  fram'd  of  Caedars  and  high  loftie  Pine, 
I  made  his  houfe  to  chaftice  thence  defpight, 
And  fram'd  it  like  this  heauenly  roofe  of  mine : 
His  name  is  Liberall  honory  and  his  hart, 
Aymes  at  true  faithful!  feruice  and  defart 

Looke  on  his  face,  and  in  his  browes  doth  fit, 
Bloud  and  fweete  Mercie  hand  in  hand  vnited, 
Bloud  to  his  foes,  a  prefident  most  fit 
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For  fiich  as  haue  his  gentle  humour  fpited  : 

His  Haire  is  curl'd  by  nature  mild  and  meeke, 
Hangs  careleffe  downe  to  fhrowd  a  bluftiing  cheeke. 

Giue  him  this  Ointment  to  annoint  his  Head, 
This  precious  Balme  to  lay  vnto  his  feet, 
Thefe  (hall  direft  him  to  this  Phoenix  bed, 
Where  on  a  high  hill  he  this  Bird  fhall  meet : 

And  of  their  Aflies  by  my  doome  shal  rife, 

Another  Phoenix  her  to  equalize. 

This  faid  the  Gods  and  Goddeffes  did  applaud. 
The  Cenfure  of  this  thundring  Magiftrate, 
And  Nature  gaue  him  euerlafting  laud. 
And  quickly  in  the  dayes  bright  Coach  fhe  gate 

Downe  to  the  earth,  fhe's  whirled  through  the  asrre  ; 

loue  io)nie  thefe  fires,  thus  Venus  made  her  prayer. 


G. 


An  IntroduSlion  to  the  Prayer, 


r  Vide  thou  great  Guider  of  the  Sunne  and  Moone, 

Thou  elementall  fauourer  of  the  Night, 

My  vndeferued  wit,  wit  fprong  too  foone, 

To  giue  thy  greatneffe  euerie  gracious  right : 

Let  Pen,  Hand,  Wit  and  vndeferuing  tongue. 
Thy  praife  and  honor  fmg  in  euerie  fong. 

In  my  poore  prayer  guide  my  Hand  aright, 
Guide  my  dull  Wit,  guide  all  my  dulled  Senfes, 
Let  thy  bright  Taper  giue  me  faithfull  light. 

And 
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And  from  thy  Booke  of  life  blot  my  offences : 
Then  arm'd  witli  thy  proteftion  and  thy  loue, 
He  make  my  prayer  for  thy  Turtle-doue. 


A  Prayer  made  for  the  profperitie  of 

a  filuer  coloured  Doue,  applyed  to  the 

beauteous  Phcmix. 


o 


Thou  great  maker  of  the  firmament, 

That  rid'ft  vpon  the  winged  Cherubins^ 

And  on  the  glorious  fhining  element, 

Hear'ft  the  fad  praiers  of  the  Seraphins^ 

That  vnto  thee  continually  fing  Hymnes : 

Bow  downe  thy  liftning  eares  thou  God  of  might, 
To  him  whofe  heart  will  praife  thee  day  and  night. 

Accept  the  humble  Praiers  of  that  foule, 
That  now  lies  wallowing  in  the  myre  of  Sinne, 
Thy  mercie  Lord  doth  all  my  powers  controule, 
And  fearcheth  reines  and  heart  that  are  within  : 
Therefore  to  thee  lehauah  He  begin : 

Lifting  my  head  from  my  imprifoned  graue. 
No  mercie  but  thy  mercie  me  can  faue. 

The  foule  vntamed  Lion  flill  goes  roring, 
Old  hell-bread  Sathan  enemy  to  mankind, 
To  leade  me  to  his  iawes  that  are  deuouring, 
Wherein  no  Grace  to  humane  flefli's  affign'd, 
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But  thou  celeftiall  Father  canft  him  bind  : 

Tread  on  his  head,  tread  Sinne  and  Sathan  downe, 

And  on  thy  feruants  head  fet  Mercies  crowne. 

Thus  in  acceptance  of  thy  glorious  fight, 
I  pui^e  my  deadly  finne  in  hope  of  grace, 
Thou  art  the  Doore,  the  Lanthorne  and  the  Light, 
To  guide  my  finfuU  feete  from  place  to  place, 
And  now  O  Chrift  I  bow  before  thy  face : 

And  for  the  filuer  coloured  earthly  Doue, 

I  make  my  earned  prayer  for  thy  loue. 

Shrowde  her  6  Lord  vnder  thy  (hadowed  wings, 

From  the  worlds  enuious  malice  and  deceit, 

That  like  the  adder-poifoned  ferpent  flings, 

And  in  her  way  layes  a  corrupted  baite. 

Yet  raife  her  God  vnto  thy  mercies  height : 

Guide  her,  6  guide  her  from  pernitious  foes, 
That  many  of  thy  creatures  ouerthrowes. 

Wafti  her  O  Lord  with  Hyfope  and  with  Thime, 
And  the  white  fnow  (he  (hall  excell  in  whiteneffe. 
Purge  her  with  mercie  from  all  finfuU  crime. 
And  her  foules  glorie  fhall  exceed  in  brightneffe, 
O  let  thy  mercie  grow  vnto  such  ripeneffe  : 
Behold  her,  O  behold  her  gratious  King, 
That  vnto  thee  fweet  fongs  of  praife  will  fing. 

And  as  thou  leadft  through  the  red  coloured  wanes. 

The  hoaft  of  thy  eleaed  Ifrael, 

And  from  the  wrath  of  Pharoe  didft  them  faue, 

Appoin- 
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Appointing  them  within  that  land  to  dwell, 

A  chofen  land,  a  land  what  did  excell : 

So  guide  thy  filuer  Doue  vnto  that  place, 
Where  (he  Temptations  enuie  may  outface. 

Increafe  thy  gifts  bellowed  on  thy  Creature, 

And  multiply  thy  bleffings  manifold, 

And  as  thou  haft  adorned  her  with  nature. 

So  with  thy  bleffed  eyes  her  eyes  behold, 

That  in  them  doth  thy  workmanfhip  vnfold, 
Let  her  not  wither  Lord  without  increafe. 
But  bleffe  her  with  ioyes  of fpring  of  fweet  peace. 

Amen.    Amen. 


To  thofe  of  light  beleefe. 

YOu  gentle  fauourers  of  excelling  Mufes, 
And  grocers  of  all  Learning  and  Defart^ 
You  whofe  Conceit  the  deepejl  worke  perufes, 
Who/e  ludgements Jlill are gouemed by  Art: 

Reade  gently  what  you  reade^  this  next  conceit y 
Franid  of  pure  loue,  abandoning  deceit. 

And  you  whofe  dull  Imagination, 

And  blind  conceited  Error  hath  not  knowne, 

Of  Herbes  and  Trees  true  fwmination, 

But  thinke  them  fabulous  thatfhall  befhowne : 

Learne  more yf ear ch  much,  and  furely  you  fhall find 
Plaine  honefl  Truth  and  Knowledge  comes  behind. 

Then  gently  {gentle  Reader)  do  thoufauour, 
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And  with  a  gracious  looke  grace  what  is  written^ 
Withfmiling  cheareperufe  my  homely  labour^ 
With  Enuies  poifonedfpitefull  looke  not  bitten : 

Sojhalt  thou  caufe  my  willing  thought  tojlriue^ 
To  adde  more  Honey  to  my  new-made  Hiue. 


Nature. 


Phomix, 


Nature. 


A  meeting  Dialogue-wife  betweene  Na- 
ture^  the  Phcenix,  and  tJie  Turtle  Doue, 


A, 


lLI  haile  faire  Phoefiix,  whither  art  thou  flying  ? 
Why  in  the  hot  Sunne  doft  thou  fpread  thy  wings  T 
More  pleafure  Ihouldft  thou  take  in  cold  (hades  lying, 
And  for  to  bathe  thyfelfe  in  wholfome  Springs, 
Where  the  woods  feathered  quier  fweetely  fings : 

Thy  golden  Wings  and  thy  breads  beauteous  Eie, 

Will  fall  away  in  Phoebus  royaltie. 

O  (lay  me  not,  I  am  no  Phoenix  I, 
And  if  Ibe  that  bird,  I  am  defaced, 
Vpon  the  Arabian  mountaines  I  mud  die, 
And  neuer  with  a  poore  yong  Turtle  graced ; 
Such  operation  in  me  is  not  placed  : 

What  is  my  Beautie  but  a  painted  wal, 
My  golden  fpreading  Feathers  quickly  fal. 

Why  dolt  thou  (head  thy  Feathers,  kill  thy  Heart, 
Weep  out  thine  Eyes,  and  ftaine  thy  golden  Face  ? 
Why  doft  thou  of  the  worlds  woe  take  a  part, 
And  in  relenting  teares  thy  felfe  difgrace  ? 
loyes  mirthful  Tower  is  thy  dwelling  place ; 
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All  Birdes  for  vertue  and  excelling  beautie, 
Sing  at  thy  reuerend  feet  in  Loue  and  Dutie. 

Oh  how  thou  feed'ft  me  with  my  Beauties  praifing  I  Phcenix, 

O  how  thy  Praife  founds  from  a  golden  Toung ! 

0  how  thy  Toung  my  Vertues  would  be  raifing ! 
And  raiflng  me  thou  doft  corrupt  thy  fong ; 
Thou  feed  not  Honie  and  Foifon  mixt  among ; 

Thou  not'ft  my  Beautie  with  a  iealous  looke, 
But  doft  not  fee  how  I  do  bayte  my  hooke. 

Tell  me,  6  tell  me,  for  I  am  thy  friend.  Nature. 

1  am  Dame  Nature  that  firft  gaue  thee  breath, 
That  from  laues  glorious  rich  feate  did  defcend. 
To  fet  my  Feete  vpon  this  lumpifh  earth  : 
What  is  the  caufe  of  thy  fad  fuUen  Mirth  ? 

Haft  thou  not  Beauty,  Vertue,  Wit  and  Fauour : 
What  other  graces  would'ft  thou  craue  of  Nature  ? 

What  is  my  Beauty  but  a  vading  Flower  ?  Phcenix. 

Wherein  men  reade  their  deep-conceiued  Thrall, 

Alluring  twentie  Gallants  in  an  hower, 

To  be  as  feruile  vaflalls  at  my  Call  ? 

My  Sunne-bred  lookes  their  Senfes  do  exhall : 

But  (6  my  griefe)  where  my  faire  Eyes  would  loue, 
Foule  bleare-eyed  Enuie  doth  my  thoughts  reprooue. 

What  is  my  Vertue  but  a  Tablitorie : 
^Tiich  if  I  did  beftow  would  more  increafe  ? 
What  is  my  Wit  but  an  inhumane  glorie : 
That  to  my  kind  deare  friends  would  proffer  peace  ? 
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But  O  vaine  Bird,  giue  ore  in  filence,  ceafe  ; 

Malice  perchaunce  doth  hearken  to  thy  words. 
That  cuts  thy  threed  of  Loue  with  twentie  fwords. 

Nature.       Tell  me  (O  Mirrour)  of  our  earthly  time, 
Tell  me  fweete  Phosnix  glorie  of  mine  age, 
Who  blots  thy  Beauty  with  foule  Enuies  crime, 
And  locks  thee  vp  in  fond  Sufpitums  cage  ? 
Can  any  humane  heart  beare  tiiee  fuch  rage  ? 

Daunt  their  proud  ftomacks  with  thy  piercing  Eye, 
Vnchaine  Loues  fweetneffe  at  thy  libertie. 

Phomix.      What  is*t  to  bath  me  in  a  wholefome  Spring, 
Or  wafh  me  in  a  cleere,  deepe,  running  Well, 
When  I  no  vertue  from  the  fame  do  bring, 
Nor  of  the  balmie  water  beare  a  fmell  ? 
It  better  were  for  me  mongft  Crowes  to  dwell, 

Then  flocke  with  Doues,  whe  Doues  fit  alwayes  billing, 
And  wafte  my  wings  of  gold,  my  Beautie  killing. 

Nature.       He  chaine  foule  Enuy  to  a  brazen  Gate, 

And  place  deepe  Malice  in  a  hollow  Rocke, 
To  some  blacke  defert  Wood  He  banifh  Hate^ 
And  fond  Sufpition  from  thy  fight  He  locke : 
Thefe  (hall  not  ftirre,  let  anie  Porter  knocke. 

Thou  art  but  yong,  frefti,  greene,  and  muft  not  paffe. 
But  catch  the  hot  Sunne  with  thy  fteeled  glaffe. 

Phomix,      That  Sunne  (hines  not  within  this  Continent, 

That  with  his  warme  rayes  can  my  dead  Bloud  chearifh, 
Groffe  cloudie  Vapours  from  this  Aire  is  fent, 
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Not  hot  reflefting  Beames  my  heart  to  nourifh. 
O  Beautie,  I  do  feare  me  thou  wilt  perifti ; 

Then  gentle  Nature  let  me  take  my  flight, 

But  ere  I  pafle,  fet  Enuie  out  of  fight 

He  coniure  him,  and  raife  him  from  his  graue,  Nature. 

And  put  vpon  his  head  a  punifhment : 
Nature  thy  fportiue  Pleafure  meanes  to  faue  ; 
He  fend  him  to  perpetuall  banifhment, 
Like  to  a  totterd  Furie  ragd  and  rent : 

He  baffle  him,  and  blind  his  lealous  eye, 

That  in  thy  aftions  Secrecie  would  prye. 

He  coniure  him,  He  raife  him  from  his  Cell,  Phcenix. 

He  pull  his  Eyes  from  his  confpiring  head. 

He  locke  him  in  the  place  where  he  doth  dwell ; 

He  ftarue  him  there,  till  the  poore  flaue  be  dead. 

That  on  the  poifonous  Adder  oft  hath  fed  : 

Thefe  threatnings  on  the  Helhound  I  will  lay, 

But  the  performance  beares  the  greater  fway. 

Stand  by  faire  Phomix,  fpread  thy  Wings  of  gold.  Nature. 

And  daunt  the  face  of  Heauen  with  thine  Eye, 
Like  lunos  bird  thy  Beautie  do  vnfold, 
And  thou  fhalt  triumph  ore  thine  enemie : 
Then  thou  and  I  in  Phcebus  coach  will  flie, 

Where  thou  (halt  fee  and  taft  a  fecret  Fire, 

That  will  adde  fpreading  life  to  thy  Defire. 

Arife  thou  bleare-ey'd  Enuie  from  thy  bed, 
Thy  bed  of  Snakie  poifon  and  corruption, 
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Vnmaske  thy  big-fwolne  Cheekes  with  poyfon  red, 
For  with  thee  I  muft  trie  Conclufion, 
And  plague  thee  with  the  Worlds  confufion. 
I  charge  thee  by  my  Power  to  appeare, 
And  by  Celeftiall  warrant  to  draw  neare. 

Phcenix.      O  what  a  miflie  Dampe  breakes  from  the  ground, 
Able  it  felfe  to  infeft  this  noyfome  Aire : 
As  if  a  caue  of  Toades  themfelues  did  wound, 
Or  poyfoned  Dragons  fell  into  difpaire, 
Hels  damned  fent  with  this  may  not  compare. 
And  in  this  foggie  cloud  there  doth  arife 
A  damned  Feend  ore  me  to  tyrannize. 

Nature,       He  shall  not  touch  a  Feather  of  thy  wing, 
Or  euer  haue  Authoritie  and  power, 
As  he  hath  had  in  his  dayes  fecret  prying, 
Ouer  thy  calmie  Lookes  to  fend  a  ftiower : 
He  place  thee  now  in  fecrecies  fweet  Bower, 
Where  at  thy  will  in  fport  and  dallying, 
Spend  out  thy  time  in  Amarous  difcourfing. 

Phcenix.      Looke  Nurce,  looke  Nature  how  the  Villaine  fweates, 
His  big-fwolne  Eyes  will  fall  vnto  the  ground. 
With  fretting  anguifh  he  his  blacke  bread  beates, 
As  if  he  would  true  harted  minds  confound  : 
O  keepe  him  backe,  his  fight  my  heart  doth  wound  : 
O  Enuie  it  is  thou  that  mad'ft  me  perifti, 
For  want  of  that  true  Fire  my  heart  (hould  nourifli. 


Nature.       But  I  will  plague  him  for  his  wickedneffe, 
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Enuie  go  packe  thee  to  fome  forreine  foyle, 

To  fome  defertfuU  plaine  or  Wilderneffe, 

Where  fauage  Monfters  and  wild  beads  do  toyle, 

And  with  inhumane  Creatures  keep  a  coyle. 
Be  gone  I  fay,  and  neuer  do  retume. 
Till  this  round  compaft  world  with  fire  do  burne. 

What  is  he  gone  ?  is  Enuie  packt  away  ?  Phcenix, 

Then  one  fowle  blot  is  mooued  from  his  Throne, 
That  my  poore  honeft  Thoughts  did  feeke  to  flay : 
Away  fowle  griefe,  and  ouer-heauie  Mone, 
That  do  ore  charge  me  with  continuall  grones. 

Will  you  not  hence  ?  then  with  downe-falling  teares, 

He  drowne  my  felfe  in  ripenefle  of  my  Yeares. 

Fie  peeuifli  Bird,  what  art  thou  franticke  mad  ?  Nature, 

Wilt  thou  confound  thy  felfe  with  foolifh  Griefe  ? 
If  there  be  caufe  or  meanes  for  to  be  had, 
Thy  Nurfe  and  nourifher  will  find  reliefe : 
Then  tell  me  all  thy  Accidents  in  briefe ; 

Haue  I  not  banifht  Enuy  for  thy  fake  ? 

I  gfreater  things  for  thee  ile  vndertake. 

Enuie  is  gone  and  banifht  from  my  fight,  Plicenix, 

Banifht  for  euer  comming  any  more : 
But  in  Arabia  bumes  another  Light, 
A  dark  dimme  Taper  that  I  mufl  adore, 
This  barren  Countrey  makes  me  to  deplore : 

It  is  fo  fapleffe  that  the  very  Spring, 

Makes  tender  new-growne  Plants  be  withering. 
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Nature, 


The  noifome  Aire  is  growne  infeftious, 
The  very  Springs  for  want  of  Moifture  die, 
The  glorious  Sunne  is  here  peftiferous, 
No  hearbes  for  Phificke  or  fweet  SurgeriSy 
No  balme  to  cure  hearts  inward  maladie : 
No  gift  of  Nature^  (he  is  here  defaced, 
Heart-curing  Balfatnum  here  is  not  placed 

Is  this  the  fumme  and  fubftance  of  thy  woe  ? 

Is  this  the  Anker-hold  vnto  thy  bote  ? 

Is  this  thy  Sea  of  Griefe  doth  ouerflow  ? 

Is  this  the  Riuer  fets  thy  ihip  aflote  ? 

Is  this  the  Leffon  thou  haft  learn'd  by  rote  ? 
And  is  this  all  ?  and  is  this  plot  of  Ground 
The  fubftance  of  the  Theame  doth  thee  confound  ? 


Phomix.      This  is  the  Anker-hold,  the  Sea,  the  Riuer, 
The  Leffon  and  the  fubftance  of  my  Song, 
This  is  the  Rocke  my  Ship  did  feeke  to  ftiiuer. 
And  in  this  ground  with  Adders  was  I  ftung. 
And  in  a  lothfome  pit  was  often  flung  : 

My  Beautie  and  my  Vertues  captiuate. 
To  Loue,  diffembling  Loue  that  I  did  hate. 

Nature.       Cheare  vp  thy  fpirit  Phoenix,  prune  thy  wings, 
And  double-gild  thy  Fethers  for  my  newes  ; 
A  Nightingale  and  not  a  Rauen  fmgs. 
That  from  all  blacke  contention  will  excufe 
Thy  heauy  thoughts,  and  fet  them  to  perufe 

Another  Clymat,  where  thou  maift  expreffe, 
A  plot  of  Paradice  for  worthineffe. 
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I<me  in  diuine  diuinefle  of  his  Soule, 

That  rides  vpon  his  firie  axaltree, 

That  with  his  Mace  doth  humane  flefli  controule, 

When  of  mans  deedes  he  makes  a  Regiftrie, 

Louing  the  good  for  fingularitie : 

With  a  vaird  Countenance  and  a  gracious  Smile, 

Did  bid  me  plant  my  Bird  in  Paphos  He. 

What  ill  diuining  Planet  did  prefage,  Phoenix. 

My  timelefle  birth  fo  timely  brought  to  light  ? 

What  fatal  Comet  did  his  wrath  engage, 

To  worke  a  harmlefle  Bird  fuch  worlds  defpight, 

Wrapping  my  dayes  blifle  in  blacke  fables  night  ? 

No  Planet  nor  no  Comet  did  confpire 

My  downefall,  but  foule  Fortunes  wrathful  ire. 

What  did  my  Beautie  moue  her  to  Difdaine  ? 

Or  did  my  Vertues  fliadow  all  her  Bliffe } 

That  flie  (hould  place  me  in  a  defart  Plaine, 

And  fend  forth  Enuie  with  a  ludas  kifle, 

To  fting  me  with  a  Scorpions  poifoned  hiiTe  ? 

From  my  firft  birth-right  for  to  plant  me  heare, 
Where  I  haue  alwaies  fed  on  Griefe  and  Feare. 

Raile  not  gainft  Fortunes  facred  Deitie,  Nature. 

In  youth  thy  vertuous  patience  fhe  hath  tyred, 
From  this  bafe  earth  fliee'le  lift  thee  vp  on  hie, 
Where  in  Contents  rich  Chariot  thou  (halt  ride. 
And  neuer  with  Impatience  to  abide  : 

Fortune  will  glorie  in  thy  great  renowne. 

And  on  thy  feathered  head  will  fet  a  crowne. 
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Phcmix,      T  was  time  to  come,  for  I  was  comfortleffe, 
And  in  my  Youth  haue  bene  Infortunate : 
This  He  of  Paphos  I  do  hope  will  bleffe, 
And  alter  my  halfe-rotten  tottering  (late ; 
My  hearts  Delight  was  almoft  ruinate. 
In  this  rich  He  a  Turtle  had  his  neft, 
And  in  a  Wood  of  gold  tooke  vp  his  reft. 

Nature,       Fly  in  this  Chariot,  and  come  fit  by  me, 
And  we  will  leave  this  ill  corrupted  Land, 
We*le  take  our  courfe  through  the  blew  Azure  skie. 
And  fet  our  feete  on  Pap/ios  golden  fand. 
There  of  that  Turtle  Doue  we'le  vnderftand  : 
And  vifit  him  in  thofe  delightfuU  plaines. 
Where  Peace  conioyn'd  with  Plenty  ftill  remaines. 

Phcenix.      I  come,  I  come,  and  now  farewell  that  ftrond, 
Vpon  whofe  craggie  rockes  my  Ship  was  rent ; 
Your  ill  befeeming  follies  made  me  fond. 
And  in  a  vaftie  Cell  I  vp  was  pent. 
Where  my  frefli  blooming  Beauty  I  haue  fpent 
O  blame  your  felues  ill  nurtred  cruell  Swaines, 
That  fild  my  fcarlet  Glorie  full  of  Staines. 

Nature,       Welcome  immortal  Bewtie,  we  will  ride 
Ouer  the  Semi-circle  of  Europa^ 
And  bend  our  courfe  where  we  will  fee  the  Tide, 
That  partes  the  Continent  of  Affrica^ 
Where  the  great  Cham  gouemes  Tartaria : 

And  when  the  ftarrie  Curtaine  vales  the  night, 
In  Paphos  facred  He  we  meane  to  light. 
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How  glorious  is  this  Chariot  of  the  day,  P/uenix. 

Where  Pkcebtis  in  his  cryftall  robes  is  fet, 
And  to  poore  paflengers  direfts  a  way : 
0  happie  time  fince  I  with  Nature  met, 
My  immelodious  Difcord  I  vnfret : 

And  fing  fweet  Hymnes,  bum  Myrrhe  &  Frankenfence, 

Honor  that  Ifle  that  is  my  fure  defence. 

Looke  Phcmix  ore  the  world  as  thou  doft  ride,  Nature. 

And  thou  (halt  fee  the  pallaces  of  Kings, 
Great  huge-built  Cities  where  high  States  abide, 
Temples  of  Gods,  and  Altars  with  rich  offerings, 
To  which  the  Priefts  their  facrifices  brings  : 

Wonders  paft  wonder,  ftrange  Pyramtdes^ 

And  the  gold-gathering  Strond  of  Euphrates, 

O  what  rich  pleafure  dwelleth  in  this  Land !  Phanix, 

Greene  fpringing  Medowes,  high  vpreared  Hils, 
The  white-fleeft  Ewe  brought  tame  vnto  the  hand, 
Faire  running  Riuers  that  the  Countrie  fils. 
Sweet  flowers  that  faire  balmy  Deaw  diftils, 

Great  peopled  Cities,  whofe  earth-gracing  (how. 

Time  is  afham'd  to  touch  or  ouerthrow. 

Be  (ilent  gentle  Phomix^  He  repeate,  Nature. 

Some  of  thefe  Cities  names  that  we  defcrie. 
And  of  their  large  foundation  He  intreate. 
Their  Founder  that  firft  rear'd  them  vp  on  hie, 
Making  a  glorious  Speflacle  to  each  eie  : 

Warres  wald  Defender  and  the  Countries  grace. 

Not  battred  yet  with  Times  controlling  Mace. 
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^nd»[id1d    ^^^«^  the  father  of  fairej&^/& 

Engird  into  Founded  three  goodly  famous  Monafteries, 

Shires,  being    jn  this  large  He  of  fweete  Britania, 

King  of  Nor-  **  ' 

thumbers.        For  to  rcfreui  the  poore  foules  miferies, 
That  were  afflifted  with  calamities : 

One  in  the  Towne  fumamed  Edlingsey, 
Which  after  ages  called  Athelney. 

The  fecond  Houfe  of  that  Deuotion, 

He  did  ercft  at  worthy  IVinckeJler, 

A  place  well  planted  with  Religion, 

Called  in  this  age  the  newly-builded  Minfter, 
Alfred  buried  Still  kept  in  notable  reparation : 
VJdicC^hof        And  in  this  famous  builded  Monument, 
VVinchefttr.  His  bodie  was  interd  when  life  was  fpent 

The  laft  not  leaft  furpaffing  all  the  reft, 
Was  Oxfords  honorable  foundation. 
The  Vniuerfify  Since  when  with  Learnings  glorie  it  is  bleft, 

(y^Mfred       ^^^^  ^y  *^  g^^'y  exhortation 
Of  the  Abbot  Neotus  direftion  : 

From  whofe  rich  womb  pure  Angell-like  Diuinitie, 
Hath  fprong  to  faue  vs  from  Calamitie. 

Leyre  the  fonne  of  Baldud  being  admitted. 
To  beare  the  burden  of  the  Britijh  fway, 
This  Sore  is  a  A  Prince  with  Natures  glorie  being  fitted, 
^fyL^I!'  At  what  time  loas  raigned  King  of  luda, 
jier,  called  of  To  make  his  new  got  Fame  to  laft  for  aye, 
d^'^^^  By  Sore  he  built  the  Towne  of  Catrleir, 

That  to  this  day  is  called  Leycefter. 
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Belin  that  famous  worthy  Brytaine  King, 

That  made  the  Townes  of  France  to  fearc  his  frowne, 

And  the  whole  Romi/h  L^on  to  fing. 

And  to  record  his  gracious  great  renowne, 

Whofe  hoft  of  men  their  Townes  were  firing  : 

Builded  in  Soutkwals  height  Caerlion, 

Or  termed  Arwiske  CaerUgion,    • 


In  this  CUie 
wen  thru  fa- 
mous Churches 
one  of  S,  Julius 
the  Martyr^  the 
fecondofS,  A- 
ron :  and  the  o- 
ther  the  mother 
Church  of  all 
Demetia, 


This  glorious  Citie  was  the  onely  Pride, 

In  eldeil  age  of  all  Demetia : 

Where  many  notable  Monuments  abide, 

To  grace  the  Countrey  of  Britania^ 

That  from  Times  memorie  can  neuer  ilide : 

Affiphibulus  was  borne  in  this  fweete  place, 

Who  taught  S,  Albon^  Albon  full  of  grace. 


This  Belin  alfo 
builded  a  nota- 
ble  Gate  in  Lo» 
don  now  called 
Billingsgate  &* 
Belins  CafUe. 


King  Lud  fumam'd  the  great  Lud-hurdibraSy 
The  fonne  of  Leil^  builded  the  famous  Towne 
Of  Kaerkin,  with  a  huge  Tower  of  braffe, 
Now  called  Canterburie  of  gfreat  renowne, 
Able  to  bide  the  raging  Foes  ftout  frowne : 

The  Metropolitans  feate  where  Learning  fits. 
And  chiefe  of  all  our  Englijh  Bifhoprickes. 


Lud^  father  to 
BcUdudf  a  man 
well  fee  ft  in  the 
Sciences  of  A- 
ftronomii  and 
Necromancie. 


This  noble  King  builded  faire  Caerguent^ 
Now  cleped  Winchejier  of  worthie  fame, 
And  at  Mount  Paladaur  he  built  his  Tent, 
That  after  ages  Shaftfburie  hath  to  name. 
His  firft  foundation  from  King  Leyls  fonne  came : 

About  which  building  Prophet  Aquila^ 

Did  prophefie  in  large  Brytania. 
E  2 
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King  Leill  a  man  of  great  religion, 
Heai/o  repaid  TYidit  made  his  bordring  neighbours  for  to  yeeld, 
rfdthe  Citie  e^And  on  their  knees  to  pleade  Submifsion, 
cMed  Chift^  Being  eldeft  fonne  to  Brute  fumamed  Greenejhield^ 
The  Citie  of  Caerleits  he  did  build, 

Now  called  CarleyU  by  corruption, 

And  Time  that  leades  things  to  confufion* 


The  Cittie  of 
Cambridge 
htilt  in  the 
dayes  of  Gur- 
guntius  thefoH 
of  B  dine,  by 
one  Cantaber  a 
Spaniard,  bro- 
ther to  Partho- 
lony^orasfome 
write  by  Gor- 
bonian. 


^Rithmi  gra' 
tia. 


Cambridge  a  famous  Vniuerfitie, 

The  Nurfe  of  Learning  and  Experience, 

The  Chearifher  of  true  Diuinitie, 

That  for  the  Soules  good  wifedome  doth  commence, 

Confuting  Vice»  and  driuing  Error  thence  : 

Was  built  by  Sigisbert :  but  wrought  effeftually 
By  Kings  and  Lords  of  famous  memorie. 

Ebranke  the  fonne  of  ftout  Mempritim, 

Hauing  in  matrimoniall  copulation, 

Twentie  one  wiues  in  large  ^Briianiais, 

And  thirtie  daughters  by  iuft  computation, 

And  twentie  fonnes  of  eftimation, 

Builded  Caerbranke  famous  for  the  name, 
Now  called  Englands  Yorke  a  place  of  Fame. 

He  in  Albania  laige  and  populous, 
Now  termed  Scotland  of  Uie  Scottijh  Se6l, 
Becaufe  his  deedes  fhould  dill  be  counted  famous, 
The  Caftle  of  Maidens  there  he  did  ereft. 
And  to  good  purpofe  did  this  worke  effeft : 

But  iron-eating  Time  the  Truth  doth  ftaine, 
For  Edingburgh  the  Citie  doth  remaine. 
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And  in  that  Maiden  Caftle  he  did  frame, 
To  grace  the  building  to  the  outward  eie, 
Nine  Images  of  flone  plac'd  in  the  fame, 
Which  fince  haue  ftay'd  times  perpetuitie, 
In  the  true  forme  of  worke-mans  excellencie : 

Not  any  whit  diminiflit,  but  as  perfeft 

As  in  the  firft-dayes  minute  they  were  fet 

Nature  I  mufe  at  your  defcription,  PJtosnix, 

To  fee  how  Time  that  old  ruft-cankard  wretch, 
Honors  foi^etfull  Friend,  Cities  confufion. 
That  in  all  Monuments  hath  made  a  Breach, 
To  auncient  names  brought  alteration  : 

And  yet  at  this  day  fuch  a  place  remaines, 

That  all  Times  honor  pad  with  honor  ftaines. 

Thofe  earned  old-cut  ftonie  Images,  Nature. 

That  beautifie  the  Princes  (lately  Towers, 
That  graces  with  their  grace  the  Pallaces, 
And  high  imperiall  Emperizing  bowers, 
Were  neuer  raz'd  by  Times  controlling  houres  : 

Nine  worthie  women  almofl  equiualent. 

With  thofe  nine  worthie  men  fo  valient 

Three  of  the  nine  were  leweSy  and  three  were  Gentiles, 
Three  ChriJHans,  Honors  honorable  Sexe, 
That  from  their  foes  did  often  beare  the  fpoiles. 
And  did  their  proud  controlling  neighbours  vexe. 
Which  to  their  name  did  Nobleneffe  annexe, 

An  Embleame  for  true  borne  Gentilitie, 

To  imitate  their  deeds  in  chiualrie. 
E3 
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The  firft  Minerua  a  right  worthie  Pagan, 
That  many  manlike  battailes  manly  fought, 
She  firft  deuiz'd  Artillerie  of  yron, 
And  Armour  for  our  backes  flie  firft  found  out, 
Putting  our  liues  deare  hazard  from  fome  doubt : 
She  gouemed  the  Libians,  and  got  Viftories, 
^ Locus  Mi'  With  Honor  by  the  lake  "^Tritonides. 

nenut. 

Our  maine  pitcht  Battels  (he  firft  ordered. 
Setting  a  Forme  downe  to  this  following  Age, 
The  orders  of  Incamping  (he  firft  regiftred, 
And  taught  the  lawes  of  Armes  in  equipage. 
To  after  time  her  skill  (he  did  engage : 
Apollo  was  her  deare  begotten  fonne, 
In  Abrahams  time  (he  liu*d  till  life  was  donne. 

Semiramis  Queene  of  AJjUria, 

Was  fecond  worthie  of  this  worlds  great  wonder. 

She  conquered  large  ^Ethiopia, 

And  brought  the  Necke  of  that  ftout  Nation  vnder, 

Wafting  the  Countries  of  rich  India : 

Her  dayes  of  Honor  and  of  Regiment, 
Was  in  the  time  of  Ifaacks  gouernment. 

The  third  and  chiefeft  for  AudacioufneflTe, 
And  Enterpriies  that  (he  took  in  hand. 
Was  Tomyris  full  of  true  Nobleneffe, 
Queene  of  the  North  (as  I  do  vnderftand,) 
From  forth  her  eyes  (he  lightned  Honors  Brand, 
And  brandi(hed  a  Sword,  a  fword  of  Fame, 
That  to  her  weake  Sexe  yeelded  HeSlors  name. 

When 
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When  (he  receiucd  newes  her  fonne  was  dead, 

The  Hope  and  Vnderprop  of  Scithia^ 

She  put  on  Armour,  and  encountered 

The  Monarch  Cyrus  King  of  Perfia^ 

And  Gouemor  of  rich  Getulia : 

Slue  him  in  fight  her  Fame  for  to  renew. 
Two  hundred  thoufand  Souldiers  ouerthrew. 

Amongft  the  Hebrew  women  we  commend,  _ 

lahel  the  Kenite  for  the  firfl  in  bountie, 

Whofe  vncomprehenfible  valour  in  the  end, 

Did  free  and  fet  at  lat^e  her  captiu'd  Countrie, 

Opprefled  with  tyrannicall  Miferie : 

From  dangers  imminent  of  fine  Warre, 
By  killing  hand  to  hand  her  foe  great  Sifar. 

Debora  an  Hebrew  worthie  the  fecond  place. 
She  fortie  yeares  did  goueme  Ifrael^ 
In  peace  preferu'd  her  Land,  her  land  of  Grace, 
Where  honeft  fportiue  Mirth  did  alwaies  dwell : 
Her  holy  holineffe  no  tongue  can  tell, 
Nations  aftonled  at  her  happinefie. 
Did  grieue  to  loofe  her  Wifedomes  worthinefle. 

ludith  the  third  that  redeliuered, 

The  ftrong  befieged  Citie  of  Bethulia, 

And  when  the  prowd  Foe  Ihe  had  vanquiflied. 

And  ouercame  hot-fpur'd  AJ/iria^ 

Bringing  in  triumph  Holof ernes  head, 
She  got  a  great  and  greater  Viftorie, 
Then  thoufand  Souldiers  in  their  maieftie. 
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The  firft  of  Ckrijiians  was  faire  Maud  the  Counteffe, 

Countefse  of  Antow,  daughter  to  a  King, 

Englands  firft  Henry :  Almaines  Empreffe, 

Heire  indubitate,  and  her  Fathers  offpring, 

She  titles  to  the  Englijh  Crowne  did  bring : 
She  ne're  defifted  from  the  warlike  field, 
Till  that  vfurped  Stephen  of  Blois  did  yeeld, 
And  condifcended  to  her  fonnes  dear  right, 
That  war-like  Maude  had  re  obtained  by  might 

The  fecond  was  Elizabeth  o{  Aragon, 

Queene  and  wife  to  honorable  Ferdinando ; 

She  ftoutly  fought  for  propagation 

Of  Chriftian  Faith  ;  brought  to  fubuerfion, 

The  forfaken  infidels  of  GranadOy 

Reducing  that  proud  prouince  all  in  one, 
To  follow  Chrijls  vnfpotted  true  Religion. 

The  laft  was  lohane  of  Naples  true  borne  Queene, 

Sifter  to  Ladijlaus  King  of  Hungarie^ 

A  woman  that  defended  (as  twas  feene,) 

Her  countries  great  and  gracious  libertie, 

By  force  of  laudable  Armes  and  Chiualrie, 
Againft  the  Sarajins  inuafion, 
And  proud  hot  warres  of  princely  Aragon. 

Thus  haue  I  in  the  honor  of  their  worth, 

Laid  ope  their  Progenie,  their  Deedes,  their  Armes, 

Their  offpring,  and  their  honorable  Birth, 

That  is  a  Lanthorne  lightning  their  true  Fames, 

Which  Truth  can  neuer  bume  in  Enuies  flames : 

Worthy 
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Worthie  of  wonder  are  thefe  three  times  three, 
Folded  in  brazen  Leaues  of  memorie. 

Wind/or  a  Caftle  of  exceeding  ftrength, 

Firft  built  by  Aruiragus  Brytaines  King, 

But  finifhed  by  Arthur  at  the  length. 

Of  whofe  rare  deedes  our  Chronicles  do  ring, 

And  poets  in  their  verfe  his  praife  do  fing : 

For  his  Round-table  and  his  war-like  Fights, 
Whofe  valiantneffe  the  coward  Mind  affrights. 

This  Brytijh  King  in  warres  a  Conquerer, 

And  wondrous  happie  in  his  Viftories, 

Was  a  companion  of  this  noble  Order, 

And  with  his  perfon  grac'd  thefe  Dignities, 

Great  dignities  of  high  exceeding  Valour : 

For  he  himfelfe  the  felfe-fame  Honor  tooke, 
That  all  his  following  States  did  euer  brooke. 

This  Paragon  whofe  name  our  time  affrights, 
At  Wind/or  Caftle  dubbed  in  one  day, 
One  hundred  and  iuft  fortie  valiant  Knights, 
With  his  keene  truftie  Sword,  and  onely  ftay, 
(Cald  Dridwin)  that  his  Loue  did  ouerfway : 

And  with  that  Sword  the  very  day  before, 

He  flue  as  many  Saxon  foes  or  more. 

But  Englijh  Edward  third  of  Memorie, 
In  bleffed  and  religious  zeale  of  Loue, 
Built  vp  a  CoUedge  of  exceeding  glory, 
That  his  kind  care  to  England  did  approue. 
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This  ColUdge  doth  this  Caftle  beautifie  : 
The  Honor  of  the  place  is  held  fo  deare, 
That  many  famous  Kings  are  buried  there. 

But  one  rare  thing  exceeding  admirable 

That  to  this  day  is  held  in  great  renowne, 

And  to  all  Forreiners  is  memorable, 

The  name  of  which  makes  Englands  foes  to  frowne, 

And  puis  the  pride  of  forreine  Nations  downe, 

Knights  of  the  Garter  and  Saint  Georges  Croffe, 
Betok'ning  to  the  Foe  a  bloudie  loffe. 


Here  folUnveth  the  Birth,  Life 

and  Death  of  honourable  Arthur 

King  of  Brittaine. 

To  the  courteous  Reader. 

Courteous  Reader ,  hauing  Jpoken  of  the  firjl  foundation 
of  that  yet  renowned  caftle  of  Windfor  by  Aruiragus 
king  of  Britain,  Sffinijhed  by  that  fucceeding  prince  of  worthy 
memory  famous  king  Arthur ;  /  thought  good  (being  intrea- 
ted  by  fome  of  my  honourable-minded  Frieftds,  not  to  let  flip  fo 
good  and  fit  an  occajion,  by  reafon  that  there  yet  remaUies  in 
this  doubtfull  age  of  opinions^  a  controuerfie  of  that  efleemed 
Prince  of  Brittaine^  to  write  not  according  to  ages  obliuio,  but 
direiled  onely  by  our  late  Hifloriographers  of  England^  who 
no  doubt  haue  taken  great paines  in  the  fearching  foorth  of  the 
truth  of  that  fit  ft  Chriftian  worthie  :  atul  wheras  (I  know  not 
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directed  by  what  blindnes)  there  hatie  benefome  Writers  (as  I 
tkinke  enemies  to  truth)  that  in  their  erronious  cenfures  haue 
thought  nbftuh  md  euer  to  be  Huing ;  How  fabulous  thatjhould 
feeme  to  be^  I  leaue  to  the  iudgement  of  the  heft  readers^  who 
know  for  certaine,  that  that  neuer  dead  Prince  of  memory,  is 
more  beholding  to  the  French,  the  Romane,  the  Scot,  the  Itai- 
Uzxi^yea  to  the  Greekes  themjelides,  then  to  his  own  Country- 
men,  who  haue  fully  and  wholly  fet  foorth  his  fame  and  liuely- 
hood:  then  howfhamelejfe  is  itforfome  ofvs,  to  let  flip  the  truth 
of  this  Monardi  ?  And  for  more  confirmatio  of  the  truth,  looke 
but  in  the  Abbey  of  Weftminfter  at  Saint  Edwards  fhrine, 
there  fhalt  thou  fee  the  print  of  his  royal  Seale  in  red  wax  clo- 
fed  in  Berrill,  with  this  infcription,  Patricius  Arthurus  Gallic, 
Germaniae,  Daciae  Imperator.  At  Douer  likewife  you  may 
fee  Sir  Gawins  skuU  and  Cradocks  mantle :  At  Winchefter, 
a  Citie  wellknowne  in  England,  his  famous  round  Table,  with 
many  other  notable  monuments  too  long  to  refiearfe :  Befides  I 
myfelfe  hauefeen  imprinted,  a  french  Pamphlet  of  the  armes 
of  king  Arthur,  and  his  renowmed  valiant  Knights,  fet  in  co- 
lours by  the  Heraulds  of  France :  which  charge  of  imprejfton 
would  haue  been  too  great,  otherwife  I  had  infer  ted  them  or- 
derly in  his  Life  and  AHions :  but  (gentle  Reader)  take  this 
my paines  gratefully,  and  I fhal  hereafter  more  willingly  firiue 
to  employ  myfimple  wit  to  thy  better  gratulation  ;  I  haue  here 
fet  downe  (turned from  French  profe  into  Englifh  meeter)  the 
words  of  the  Herald  vnder  the  arms  of  that  worthy  Brlttaine. 

King  Arthur  in  his  warlike  Shield  did  beare 

Thirteene  rich  Crownes  of  purified  gold  : 

He  was  a  valiant  noble  Conquerer, 

As  ancient  Memorie  hath  truly  told  : 
His  great  Round-table  was  in  Britanie, 
Where  chofen  Knights  did  do  their  homage  yearely. 
F  2 
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The  ftrange  Birth^  honorable  Caro- 

nation  and  moft  vnhappie  Death  of 

famous  A  rthur  King  of  Bty- 

taine. 

OF  noble  Arthurs  birth,  of  Arthurs  fall, 
0{  Arthurs  folemne  Coronation, 
Of  Arthurs  famous  deedes  Heroyicall^ 
Of  Arthurs  battels  and  inuafion, 

And  that  high  minded  worthie  Brytifh  King, 
Shall  my  wits  memorie  be  deifying. 

In  the  laft  time  of  Vter  furnam'd  Pendragon, 

So  called  for  his  wittie  pollicies, 

Being  a  King  of  eftimation, 

In  famous  Brytaine  mongft  his  owne  allies, 

There  was  a  mightie  Duke  that  gouem'd  ComwaUe, 
That  held  long  warre,  and  did  this  King  affaile. 

This  Duke  was  nam'd  the  Duke  of  Tintagil: 
After  thefe  hot  bred  warres  were  come  to  end, 
He  foioum'd  at  a  place  cald  Terrabil, 
From  whence  Pendragon  for  this  Duke  did  fend, 
And  being  wounded  fore  with  Cupids  fting, 
Charg'd  him  his  Wife  vnto  the  Court  to  bring. 

His  Wife  a  paffing  Ladie,  louely,  wife, 
Chafte  to  her  husbands  cleare  vnfpotted  bed, 
Whofe  honor-bearing  Fame  none  could  fupprize, 

But 
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But  Ve^a-like  her  little  time  (he  led  : 
Igrene  her  name  on  whofe  vnequall  beautie 
Pendragon  doted,  led  by  humane  folly. 

At  length  he  broke  his  mind  vnto  a  Lord, 
A  truftie  Councellour  and  noble  Friend, 
That  foone  vnto  his  minds  griefe  did  accord. 
And  his  Kings  louing  loue-thoughts  did  commend, 

Telling  Pendragon  this  fhould  be^his  beft, 

To  tell  the  Dutcheffe  of  his  fweete  requeft. 

But  flie  a  Woman,  fteme,  inexorable, 
Willing  fond  Lufts  inchauntments  to  refift, 
All  his  tongues  fmoothing  words  not  penetrable, 
In  her  chafte  bofomes  Gate  could  not  infift, 

Bet  ftraight  (he  told  her  Husband  how  ihe  fped, 

Left  that  his  g^ce  fhould  be  difhonoured. 

And  counfeld  him  to  paiTe  away  in  hafte. 
That  Nights  darke  duskie  mantle  might  orefhade. 
Their  flying  bodies,  leaft  at  laft  they  tafte. 
More  miferie  then  Time  did  ere  inuade, 

"  For  Luft  is  fuch  a  hot  inflamed  thing, 

"  It  gouemeth  mans  fenfes,  rules  a  King. 

And  as  the  Duchefle  fpake,  the  Duke  departed. 

That  neither  Vter  nor  his  Councell  knew, 

How  his  deepe  bofomes  *Lord  the  Dutchefle  thwarted,         •  Cuptd. 

But  marke  the  ftory  well  what  did  enfue : 

Soone  as  the  King  perceiued  their  intent. 

Intemperate  Rage  made  him  impatient. 
F3 
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Away  with  Muficke  for  your  firings  do  larre, 

Your  found  is  full  of  Difcords,  harfh  and  ill, 

Your  Diapazon,  makes  a  humming  warre 

Within  mine  eares,  and  doth  my  fences  fill 

With  immelodious  mourning ;  She  is  gone 
That  rul'd  your  felues  and  Inftruments  alone. 

Away  fond  riming  Quid,  left  thou  write 

Of  Prognes  murther,  or  Lucretias  rape, 

Of  Igrens  ioumey  taken  in  the  night, 

That  in  the  blacke  gloom'd  filence  did  efcape : 

O  could  no  Dogge  haue  bark'd,  no  Cocke  haue  crow'd, 
That  might  her  paflage  to  the  King  haue  Ihow'd. 

No  mirth  pleafde  Vier,  but  grimme  Melancholy 
Haunted  his  heeles,  and  when  he  fate  to  reft, 
He  pondred  in  his  mind  Igrenas  beautie, 
Of  whom  his  care-craz'd  head  was  full  poffeft : 
Nothing  was  now  contentiue  to  his  mind, 
But  Igrenes  name,  Igrene  to  him  vnkind. 

At  laft  his  noble  Peeres  with  pitie  mou'd, 

To  fee  the  Kings  fodaine  perplexitie, 

With  a  great  care  that  their  Liege  Emperour  lou'd, 

For  to  allay  his  great  extremitie, 

Did  counfell  him  to  fend  for  Garloyes  wife. 

As  he  would  anfwer  it  vpon  his  life. 

Then  prefently  a  Meffenger  was  fent. 
To  tell  the  Duke  of  his  wifes  fecret  folly : 
This  was  the  fubftance  of  his  whole  intent, 

To 
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To  bring  his  wife  to  Court  immediatly : 

Or  within  threefcore  dayes  he  did  proteft, 
To  fetch  him  thither  to  his  little  reft. 

Which  when  the  Duke  had  warning,  ftraight  he  furnilh'd 

Two  Caftles  with  well-fenc'd  artillerie, 

With  vitailes  and  with  men  he  gamiih'd, 

His  ftrongeft  Holds  for  fuch  an  enemie : 

And  in  the  one  he  put  his  hearts-deare  Treafure, 
Faire  Ignne  that  he  loued  out  of  meafure, 

That  Caftle  which  the  Duke  himfelfe  did  hold. 

Had  many  Poftemes  out  and  iffues  thence, 

In  which  to  truft  his  life  he  might  be  bold, 

And  fafely  the  warres  Furie  to  commence  : 
But  after-telling  time  did  wonders  worke, 
That  Foxes  in  their  holes  can  neuer  lurke. 

Then  in  all  hafte  came  Vter  with  his  hoaft, 

Pitching  his  rich  pauilions  on  the  ground, 

Of  his  afpiring  mind  he  did  not  boaft, 

For  Loue  and  Anger  did  his  thoughts  confound, 

Hot  warre  was  made  on  both  fides,  people  flaine, 
And  many  Death-doore-knocking  Soules  complaine. 

Loue  and  minds  anguilh  fo  perplext  the  King, 

For  Igrene  that  incomparable  Dame, 

That  Cupids  ficknefle  pearc'd  him  with  a  fting, 

And  his  warres  lowd  Alarums  ouercame, 
Venus  intreated  Mars  awhile  to  ftay, 
And  make  this  time  a  fporting  Holiday. 
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Then  came  fir  UlfiuSy  a  moft  noble  Knight, 

And  askt  his  King  the  caufe  of  his  difeafe, 

Being  willing  in  a  fiibiefts  gracious  right, 

Vter  Pendragons  mind  in  heart  to  pleafe : 
Ah  faid  the  King,  Igrene  doth  captiuate 
My  Heart,  and  makes  my  Senfes  fubiugate. . 

Courage,  my  gracious  Liege,  I  will  go  find 

That  true  diuining  prophet  of  our  Nation, 

Merlin  the  wife  that  (hall  content  your  mind. 

And  be  a  Moderator  in  this  a£lion  : 

His  learning,  wifedome,  and  vnfeene  experience. 
Shall  quickly  giue  a  Salue  for  loues  offence. 

So  Vlfitis  at  the  length  from  him  departed, 

Asking  for  Merlin  as  he  paft  the  way, 

Who  by  great  fortunes  chance  fir  Vlfius  thwarted, 

As  he  went  by  in  beggers  bafe  aray : 

Demanding  of  the  Knight  in  bafeneffe  meeke, 
Who  was  the  man  he  went  fo  farre  to  feeke  ? 

Vlfius  amazed  at  his  bafe  attire. 
Told  him  it  was  prefumption  to  demaund 
The  name  of  him  for  whom  he  did  enquire. 
And  therefore  would  not  yeeld  to  his  command  : 

Alas  faid  Merlin  I  do  plainly  fee, 

Merlin  you  feeke,  that  Merlin  I  am  he. 

And  if  the  King  will  but  fulfill  my  heft, 
And  will  reward  my  true  deferuing  heart, 
In  his  loues  agonies  he  (hal  be  bleft 

So 
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So  that  he  follow  what  I  (hall  impart, 

Vpon  my  Knighthood  he  will  honor  thee, 
With  fauour  &  rewards  moft  royally. 

Then  Vlfius  glad  departed  in  all  haft, 
And  rode  amaine  to  King  Pendragofis  fight, 
Telling  his  Grace  Merlin  he  met  at  laft, 
That  like  a  Lampe  will  giue  his  Louelaies  light. 

Where  is  the  man  ?     I  wiflit  for  him  before. 

See  where  he  ftands  my  Li^e  at  yonder  doore. 

When  Vter  faw  the  man,  a  fudden  ioy. 
And  vncompre'nded  gladneffe  fild  his  hart : 
With  kind  embracements  met  him  on  the  way. 
And  to  him  gan  his  fecrets  to  impart. 

Leaue  ofi^  quoth  Merlin^  I  do  know  your  mind. 

The  faire-iac'd  Lady  Igrene  is  vnkind. 

But  if  your  Maiefty  will  here  proteft. 

And  fweare  as  you  are  lawfuU  King  annointed. 

To  do  my  will,  nothing  (hall  you  moleft. 

But  follow  my  dire£lions  being  appointed. 
I  fweare  quoth  Vter  by  the  EuangeliJlSy 
He  dyes  for  me  that  once  thy  will  refifts. 

Sir,  faid  the  Prophet  Merline,  this  I  craue, 

That  ihall  betoken  well  what  ere  betide, 

The  firft  faire  fportiue  Night  that  you  (hall  haue, 

Lying  fafely  nuzled  by  faire  Igrenes  fide, 

You  (hall  beget  a  fonne  whofe  very  Name, 
In  after-ftealing  Time  his  foes  (hall  tame. 
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That  child  being  borne  your  Grace  muft  giue  to  me, 

For  to  be  nourifhed  at  my  appointment, 

That  (hal  redound  much  to  his  maieftie, 

And  to  your  Graces  gracious  good  intent : 

That  (hall  be  done :  (quoth  Merlin)  let's  away, 
For  you  (hall  fleepe  with  Igrene  ere't  be  day. 

And  as  loue  ftole  to  faire  Alcmenas  bed, 

In  counterfeiting  great  Ampkytrio^ 

By  the  fame  luft-dire£led  line  being  led. 

To  Igrenes  louely  chamber  muft  you  go : 

You  (hall  be  like  the  Duke  her  husbands  greatnefle, 
And  in  his  place  poiTefle  her  Husbands  fweetnefle. 

And  you  my  noble  Lord,  fir  VlfiMs^ 

Shall  be  much  like  fir  Brujlias  a  faire  Knight, 

And  I  will  counterfeit  the  good  lordanus^ 

And  thus  weele  paffe  together  in  the  night, 

But  fee  you  queftion  not,  fay  you  are  difeafed, 
And  hie  to  bed  there  fliall  your  heart  be  pleafed. 

But  on  the  morrow  do  not  rife  my  Liege, 
Vntill  I  come  to  councell  for  the  beft, 
For  ten  miles  off  you  know  doth  lie  the  Siege, 
That  will  not  turne  thefe  night-fports  to  a  ieft, 
Pendragan  pleas'd  hafted  for  to  embrace, 
The  fweet'ft  got  pray  that  euer  King  did  chafe. 

Soone  as  the  Duke  of  TintagittdiA  perceiue. 
That  Vter  left  alone  his  royall  armie. 
He  iflued  from  his  Caftle  to  bereaue, 
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The  fouldiers  of  their  liues  by  poUicie  : 

But  fee  his  fortune,  by  that  wily  traine, 
That  he  had  laid  for  others  he  was  flaine. 

The  fubtill-luft  diredled  King  went  on, 

Maskt  in  a  ftrange  deuifed  new  found  fliape, 

To  (imple-minded  Igrene  vnlike  Petidragon^ 

And  three  long  houres  lay  in  his  louers  lap  : 
There  he  begat  the  chriftian  King  of  Kings, 
Whofe  fame  Caifter  Swannes  in  pleafure  fings. 

Aifoone  as  day-betok'ning  Phoebus  Chariot, 

Had  croft  his  fifters  waggon  in  the  skie. 

Merlin  in  hafte  to  Vters  chamber  got, 

Bidding  good  morrow  to  his  Maieftie  : 

And  told  him  vnrecalled  Time  did  ftay, 
To  hafte  him  from  his  pleafure  thence  away. 

Vter  amaz'd  with  Igrene  in  his  armes, 
Wilht  that  the  Prophet  had  no  vfe  of  tongue, 
Whofe  dolefull  found  breath'd  forth  thefe  harfli  Alarmes, 
And  like  the  night-Crow  craokt  a  deadly  fong ; 
Ah  what  a  hell  of  griefe  t'was  to  depart. 
And  leaue  the  new-got  Treafure  of  his  heart 

Then  by  the  lawne-like  Hand  he  tooke  his  louer. 
Being  warm'd  with  blood  of  a  difTembling  Husband, 
Defire  in  her  cheekes  (he  could  not  fmother. 
And  her  Loue-dazeling  eye  none  could  withftand : 

He  kift  her  twice  or  thrice  and  bad  adue. 

As  willing  his  nights  pleafure  to  renue  : 
G  2 
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But  when  the  late  betrayed  Lady  knew, 
How  that  her  true  betrothed  Lord  was  flaine, 
Ere  that  nights  reuelling  did  firft  enfue, 
In  fecret  to  her  felfe  (he  wept  amaine : 

Amaz'd  and  maruelling  who  that  fhould  be, 

That  rob'd  her  husband  of  his  treafurie. 

And  to  her  felfe  flie  gan  for  to  relate, 

The  iniuries  of  her  vnfpotted  life, 

And  in  her  mind  (he  liu'd  difconfolate. 

Banning  her  bafe-bad  Fortune  being  a  wife ; 
Wi(hing  for  euer  (he  had  liu'd  a  maide, 
Rather  than  her  chaft  thoughts  (hould  be  betraid. 

The  noble  Councell  that  attended  Vter, 

Began  with  grauitie  for  to  deuife, 

That  (where  their  King  had  doted  much  vpon  her) 

Her  beautie  his  young  thoughts  to  equalize, 

To  knit  them  both  in  Hymens'Jdicrtd  right, 

And  then  in  lawfull  wife  to  tad  delight 

This  motion  made  vnto  their  Soueraigne, 

Of  a  warme  luftie  ftomacke  youthful!  bloud, 

Thought  it  a  heauen  fuch  a  Saint  to  gaine. 

That  would  reuiue  his  fpirits,  do  him  good : 
And  gaue  confent  to  have  her  honoured, 
With  manage  Rites,  the  which  were  foone  performed. 

Halfe  a  yeare  after  as  the  King  and  Queene, 
Then  growing  great  with^child  a  bed  were  lying,  ^ 
The  Curtaines  drawne  vnwilling  to  be  feene : 
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This  pollicie  the  King  himrelfe  deuifing : 

Asking  whofe  child  it  was  that^flie  did^beare, 
Speake  gentle  Igrene  tell  me  without  feare. 

The  Queene  amazed  at  this  queftion, 

Being  fully  wrapt  in  pale  timiditie, 

Knew  not  to  anfwer  this  fad  action, 

Becaufe  ihe  fully  knew  her  innocencie : 

He  vrg'd  her  ftill,  at  length  (he  waxed  bold, 
And  ftoutly  to  the  King  the  truth  (he  told. 

With  that  he  kift  his  Queene  that  was  b^^uil'd, 

And  did  recomfort  her  being  halfe  forlome, 

Telling  t'was  he  that  did  beget  the  child, 

The  child  that  from  her  faire  wombe  (hould  be  borne  : 
With  that  a  fudden  ioy  did  repoflTeflTe 
Her  penfiue  hart,  whome  Fortune  late  did  ble(re. 

Then  Merlin  (that  did  alwaies  loue  the  King, 

As  bearing  chiefe  affiance  to  his  countrey) 

Sought  to  prouide  for  the  childs  nouri(hing, 

Therein  to  (hew  his  well  difpofed  dutie. 
As  thou  decreeft  faid  Fter,  mud  it  be, 
My  deare  Sonnes  fortunes  He  commit  to  thee. 

Well  faid  the  Prophet^  I  do  know  a  Lord, 
A  faithfuU  pa(nng  true  difpofed  man. 
That  to  your  Graces  pleafure  will  accord, 
And  in  your  feruice  do  the  bed  he  can : 

Commit  your  child  vnto  his  cudodie, 

A  man  renoun'd  in  famous  Britany, 
G3 
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His  name  Sir  He6lor:  fend  a  Meflenger, 

To  will  him  come  vnto  the  Court  with  fpeede, 

And  that  your  Maieftie  muft  needs  conferre, 

Of  matters  helpefuU  in  a  Princes  neede. 

When  he  is  come  your  Grace  may  certifie, 
You'le  put  your  fonne  Sf  heire  to  his  deliuerie. 

And  when  that  Fortunes  child  kind  Fortunes  heire, 
(For  fo  the  Deftinies  prognofticate) 
Shall  be  brought  foorth  into  the  open  aire, 
That  of  faire  Igrene  lately  was  begate : 

At  yonder  priuie  Pofteme  being  vnchriftened, 

You  muft  deliuer  it  me  to  be  baptized. 

As  Merlin  had  deuifed,  fo  t'was  done : 

For  all  the  Court  to  him  did  yeeld  obeyfance  : 

And  now  Sir  HeSlor  to  the  king  is  come, 

And  to  Pendragan  made  his  deare  affiance, 

Wifliing  his  Wife  might  nourifli  that  bright  fonne, 
Whofe  Mornings  glorie  was  not  yet  begunne. 

Then  when  the  louely  Queene  was  foone  deliuered, 
Of  that  rich  bearing  Burthen  to  her  ioy, 
The  King  himfelfe  in  perfon  hath  commaunded, 
Two  Ladies  and  two  Knights  to  beare  the  boy, 
Bound  vp  in  cloth  of  gold  being  rich  of  State, 
And  giue  it  to  the  pooreman  at  the  gate, 

So  Merlin  had  the  Prince  at  his  difpofmg. 

Committing  it  to  HeSlors  faithful!  wife : 

Now  nothing  wanted  but  the  fweete  baptizing, 

To 
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To  grace  the  Prince  of  Princes  all  his  life : 
A  holy  reuerent  Man  indu'de  with  fame; 
Arthur  of  Britaine  cald  the  Princes  name. 


47 


Aiter  the  royall  Solemnation, 
Of  that  blacke  mournful]  weping  funerall. 
Of  Vter  that  we  name  the  great  Pendragon^ 
By  fubtill  pra£life  brought  vnto  his  fall  ; 

The  fixteenth  yeare  of  his  viftorious  raigne, 
By  poifon  was  this  braue  Pendragon  flaine. 

His  body  vnto  Stone-heng  being  brought, 
Hard  by  his  brother  Aurelius  is  he  laid, 
In  a  faire  Monument  then  richly  wrought, 
Dead  is  the  King  whofe  life  his  foes  difmaid, 
But  from  his  loynes  he  left  a  fonne  behind, 
The  right  Idea  of  his  fathers  mind. 

Great  Arthur  whom  we  call  the  Britaines  King, 
A  man  renown'd  for  famous  viftories, 
Saxons  and  Piiles  to  homage  he  did  bring. 
As  you  may  read  in  auncient  hillories : 
Our  later  Chronicles  do  teftifie, 
King  Arthurs  noble  mind  in  Chiualrie. 

Twelue  noble  battels  did  King  Arthur  fight, 
Againft  the  Saxons  men  of  hardie  ftrength, 
And  in  the  battels  put  them  ftill  to  flight, 
Bringing  them  in  fubie£lion  at  the  length  : 
He  neuer  ftroue  to  driue  them  quite  away. 
But  ftragling  here  and  there  he  let  them  ftay. 


VaUrius  wit- 
fuffeththat  K, 
Arthur  coque- 
red  thirty  king'- 
domes^  for  as 
the  a  great  cS* 
pony  of  Gouer* 
norsnddvnder 
their  iurifdi- 
^ion  the  Iland 
together  with 
France  and 
Germanie, 
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In  Sauthry^  Kent,  and  Norfolke  did  they  dwell, 
Still  owing  homage  to  king  Arthures  greatneffe, 
Whofe  puifTance  their  pride  did  alwaies  quell, 
Yet  did  he  temper  rigour  with  his  meekneffe  ; 
And  like  a  Lion  fcorn'd  to  touch  the  Lambe, 
Where  they  fubmiflfiue-like  vnto  him  came, 

Againft  the  Pities  he  held  continuall  warre, 
The  which  vnto  the  Saxons  were  allide, 
And  with  the  fubtill  Scot  did  alwaies  iarre, 
Who  neuer  true  to  Arthur  would  abide : 

But  (fcorning  his  aduancement  to  the  Crowne) 
Did  thinke  by  force  to  pull  his  greatnefle  downe. 

The  chiefeft  caufe  of  this  hot  mortall  ftrife, 
That  mou'd  thefe  Kings  to  be  diflentious, 
Was  that  the  King  of  Pi£les  had  tane  to  wife 
The  eldeft  fifter  of  Aurelius, 
And  Comon  King  of  Scots  had  married 
The  youngeft  fifter  to  his  Princely  bed. 

Wherefore  they  thought  the  Brytijh  Regiment, 
Should  haue  defcended  to  the  lawfull  heires 
Of  Anna,  wife  to  both  in  gouemment, 
And  he  as  King  to  rule  their  great  affaires : 
And  do  inferre  king  Arthures  barftardie, 
And  vniuft  claime  to  that  high  dignitie. 

And  prefently  they  do  difpatch  in  haft, 

Ambafladours  to  famous  Brytanie^ 

Of  their  great  Peeres  for  to  demaund  at  laft, 
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The  kingdomes  Crowne  and  kingdomes  Royaltie : 
Who  fcorning  for  to  heare  a  ftranger  nam'd, 
Crowned  king  Arthur,  whom  the  world  hath  fam'd. 


The  Coronation  of  King  Arthur^  and 

the  Solemnitie  thereof:  the  proud  meflage 

of  the  Romanes,  and  the  whole  refoluiion  of  King 

Arthur  and  his  Nobles. 

THe  appointed  time  and  great  Solemnitie, 
Approched  of  king  Arthurs  Coronation, 
To  which  high  ftates  of  mightie  Dignitie, 
AflTembled  at  the  Citie  of  Caerleon, 
In  Cafars  time  cal'd  Vrbs  Legionum  : 

A  Title  doubtlefle  bearing  fome  import, 
Where  many  famous  Brytaines  did  refort 

To  grace  king  Arthur  whom  the  Britaines  loued, 
Came  three  Arch  bijhops  Englaftds  chiefe  renowne, 
Both  London,  Yorke,  and  Dubright  Honor  moued. 
On  Arthurs  head  to  fet  the  Britijh  Crowne, 
That  after  puld  the  pride  of  Nations  downe : 

Vnto  tiie  Pallace  of  this  princely  King, 

They  were  conua/d  where  true-bom  Fame  did  fpring. 

Dubright  (becaufe  the  Court  at  that  time  lay 
Within  the  compafle  of  his  Diocefle) 
In  his  own  perfon  on  this  Royall  day, 
Richly  to  fumifli  him  he  did  addrefle, 

His  loue  vnto  his  King  he  did  expreffe, 
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And  at  his  hands  the  King  was  dignified, 
When  Aue  Ccefar  lowd  the  people  cride. 

This  happie  Coronation  being  ended, 

The  King  was  brought  in  fumptuous  royaltie. 

With  all  the  peoples  harts  being  befriended, 

To  the  Cathedrall  church  of  that  fame  See, 

Being  the  Metropoliticall  in  nobilitie, 

With  lowd  exclaiming  ioy  of  peoples  voyce, 

That  God  might  blefle  their  Land  for  fuch  a  choice. 

On  either  band  did  two  Archbifliops  ride. 

Supporting  Arthur  of  Britania, 

And  foure  Kings  before  him  did  abide, 

Angifell  King  of  ftout  Albania, 

And  Cadual  King  of  Venedocia, 

Cador  of  Comewaik  mongft  thefe  Princes  paft, 

And  Sattr  of  Demetia  was  the  laft. 

Thefe  foure  attired  in  rich  ornaments, 
Foure  golden  Swords  before  the  King  did  beare. 
Betokening  foure  royall  Gouemments, 
And  foure  true  Noble  harts  not  dreading  feare, 
That  Enuie  from  their  breafts  can  neuer  teare : 
Before  them  playd  fuch  well-tun'd  melodie, 
That  birds  did  fing  to  make,  it  heauenly. 

King  Arthurs  Queene  vnto  the  Church  was  brought, 
With  many  noble  Peeres  being  condufted  : 
Her  Armes  and  Titles  royally  were  wrought. 
And  to  her  noble  Fame  were  gamifhed, 
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That  Infamie  had  neare  diminifhed  : 

Foure  Queenes  before  her  bore  foure  filuer  Doues, 
ExprefTing  their  true  Faith  and  husbands  Loues. 

To  braue  King  Arthur  on  this  folemne  feaft, 
This  day  of  high  vnfpeakeable  dignitie, 
Came  foure  graue  difcreet  perfons  of  the  befl, 
From  Romes  Lieutenant,  proud  in  Maieftie, 

Carying  in  token  of  their  Embaflfage 

Greene  Oliue  boughs,  and  their  dear  Lieges  meifage. 


The  Epijlle  of  Lucius  Tiberius  the 

Romane  Lieutenant,  to  Arthur 

King  of  Britanie, 

LVcius  Tiberius,  Kotaes  great  gouemonr, 
To  Arthur  Kifig  of  lai^e  Britania, 
As  he  deferueth  fauour  at  our  hands  : 
Rome  and  the  Romane  Senators  do  wonder^ 
And  I  myfelfe  exceedingly  do  mufe. 
To  thinke  of  thy  audacious  haughtie  mind^ 
And  thy  tyrannicaU  dealing  to  oar  State: 
Hotefirie  Anger  boyleth  in  my  breajl. 
And  I  am  motid  with  honour  of  the  caufe. 
For  to  reuenge  thy  Iniuries  to  Rome : 
A  nd  that  like  one  ot^  proud  of  his  eftate^ 
Refufejl  to  acknowledge  her  thy  head^ 
Neither  regardejl  Jpeedily  to  redrejfe^ 
Thy  bafe  and  blind  obliuous  ouerjight, 
And  vniujl  dealings  to  offend  the  Senate^ 
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Vnto  whofe  high  imperiall  Dignitie, 
Vnleffe  Forgetfidneffe  do  bleare  thine  eyes, 
Thau  knowjl  the  whole  huge  Circle  of  the  worlds 
Are  nuzde  Contributorie  and  owe  vs  homage. 
The  tribute  that  the  Britaines  ought  to  pay , 
The  which  the  Senate  did  demaund  of  thee^ 
Being  due  vnto  the  Romaine  Emperie  : 
For  that  braue  lulius  Caefar  hadenioj^d 
And  many  worthy  Romanes  many  yeares, 
Thau  in  contempt  of  vs  and  our  EJlate, 
Our  honorable  Eflate  and  our  dignitie, 
Prefum'Jl  iniurioujly  for  to  detaine : 
The  confines  ofwel-feated  Gallia, 
The  Prouinces  of  Sauoy  and  Daulphine, 
With  hat-flam' dfierie  war  re  hafl  thaufubdude. 
And  gotten  in  thy  large  poffejjton  ; 
The  Hands  of  the  bordring  Ocean, 
The  Kings  whereof  fo  long  as  we  eniafd  them, 
Payd  tribute  to  our  Noble  auncejlars. 
The  Senate  highly  matid  with  thy  prefumption. 
Determine  for  to  re  demaund  amends, 
And  refHtutian  for  thy  open  wrongs : 
I  therefore  from  the  noble  Senatours, 
Commaund  thee  on  thy  true  Allegiance, 
To  Rome,  to  them,  to  me,  and  our  Eflate, 
That  in  the  midjl  ^/ Auguft  next  enfuing, 
Thau  da  repaire  to  Rome,  therefor  to  anfwer. 
Before  the  worthie  Senate  and  the  Lords 
Thy  Trefpajfe;  and  abide  arbitrement. 
Such  as  by  themfhall  there  be  ordred. 
And  iufiicefhall  impofe  vpon  thy  head: 

Which 
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Winch  thing  if  thou  prefumptmujly  refufe, 
I  will  forthwith  enuade  thy  Territories, 
Waft  thy  whole  Countrey,  bume  thy  Townes  and  Cities; 
And  whatfo  ere  thy  rafhnejfe  hath  detained, 
From  Rome  or  from  the  Romaine  Emperie, 
/  will  by  dint  of  fword  fubdue  againe. 
Thus  arm'd  with  hopefull  Refolution, 
Weelejlay  thy  anfwer  of  fubmijfion. 

Lu.  Tib. 


Cador  the  Duke  of  Comewaile  his 
Oration  to  the  King. 

REnoTvmed  Arthur  and  thrice  worthie  Britaine  : 
O  how  a  liuely  blond  doth  fill  my  veines, 
At  this  proud  meffage  of  the  haw  tie  Romaines, 
/  hitherto  my  Lord  haue  bene  in  fear e, 
Left  that  the  worthy  Britaines  with  much  eafe. 
And  long  continually  peace  and  quietneffe, 
Should  grow  to  too  muchflouth  and  cowardize^ 
And  lofe  that  honorable  Reputation^ 
Of  Chiualrie  and  Mar  Hall  difcipline : 
Wherein  (right  Noble  King)  we  haue  bene  counted, 
For  tofurmount  all  Nations  of  the  world. 
For  where  the  vfe  of  Armes  is  not  efteem'd. 
But  buried  in  Obliuions  loathfome  caue, 
And  wanton  dallying  lield  in  ceftimate. 
It  cannot  chufe  but  pale-fad d  Cowardize, 
Muft  dimme  and  cleane  deface  all  worthy  Vertue. 
Fiueyeares  haue  fully  runne  their  monthly  courfe, 
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Since  we  put  off  our  armour  from  our  backes, 
Or  heard  the  Trumpets  clangor  in  our  eares. 
Or  marcht  in  triumph  with  the  ratling  Drum, 
Being  nuzzeUd  in  effemetiate  delights, 
God  willing  that  our  names  Jhould  not  be  blotted 
With  the  fouU  Jlaine  of  beajlly  Jluggardie, 
HathfHrred  vp  the  proud  infulting  Romanes, 
To  whet  our  dull  ed^dfwords  not  now  in  vfe, 
To  cut  their  heads  off  in  this  rightfull  caufe, 
Andfcoure  our  rujtie  Armour  long  laid  vp, 
To  buckle  with  fo  proud  an  enemie, 
Therefore  great  Arthur  in  thy  greatneffe  raife 
Thy  colours  vp,for  to  vpreare  thy  praife.  Ca,  Cor. 


The  Oration  of  King  Arthur  to  his  Lordes 
and  Followers, 

MY  Fellowes  and  my  deare  Companions, 
Both  in  the  aduerfe  chances  of  our  age, 
A  nd  profperous  fucceffefull  hc^ineffe, 
Whofe  true  vnfpeakable  fidelities, 
In  giuing  counfell  touching  warres  abroad. 
And  Iiome-bred  mutinies  amongjl  our  f dues. 
With  good  fucceffefulneffe  haue  Iperceat^d, 
In  your  deepe  wifedomes  and  your  grauitie. 
Affoord  me  now  your  honorable  aides. 
Wifely  forefeeing  what  you  think  conuenient. 
Touching  the  proud  command' ment  fent  from  Rome, 
A  thing  atfirfl  carefully  deliberated, 
Is  in  tJte  end  mofl  eafily  toller ated: 

We 
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Ws  therefore /hall  with  eafier  burden  brooke, 

The  hawtie  mejfdge  ij/"  Tiberius  Lucius, 

Ifmongjl  aurfebus  in  wifedome  we  conferre. 

How  and  which  way  to  anfwer  his  demaund, 

Andfurely  (noble  Followers)  Ifuppofey 

We  haue  no  cdufe  tofeare  their  forreine  braues. 

For  that  vpon  a  mojt  vniujl  requejiy 

Hefeekes  to  haue  a  tribute  paid  front  Britaine, 

Becaufe  forfooth  in  lulius  Caefars  time. 

Through  iarres  and  dif cords  of  the  ancient  Br)^ains, 

The  tribute  Jtath  beene  due  and  payable : 

For  when  our  countrie  was  at  full  poffeji. 

With  ciuill  garboUes  and  domejlicke  brawles. 

Their  Caefar  did  ariue  within  this  land, 

And  with  this  armed  fouldiers  full  of  force, 

Brought  infubiedlion  that  vnquiet  Nation, 

By  this  alleadgance  they  vniuftly  craue, 

Tribute  and  fatisfaSUon  at  our  hands. 

For  nothing  that  is  got  by  violence. 

May  iuJUy  bepoffeft  by  violence. 

Sith  therefore  heprefumeth  to  demaund, 

A  thing  being  moft  vnlawfull  at  our  lumds. 

By  thefafne  reafon  let  vs  demaund  of  him. 

Tribute  at  Rome  mauger  their  '9iom\^  power. 

And  he  thcU  is  the  mightier  in  force. 

Let  him  poffeffe  the  honor  of  the  tribute. 

For  if  his  allegations  and  demaunds. 

Be  forcible  and  worthie  to  be  kept, 

Becaufe  their  Caefar  afidfome  Romane  Princes, 

Haue  fometimes  conquered  Brytania, 

By  the  like  reafon  T  do  thinke  that  Rome, 
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Ought  to  pay  tribute  and  to  do  vs  homage, 
Becaufe  my  Predeceffors  conquered  it : 
BelHn  the  noble  King  of  Brytanie, 
With  his  braue  brother  Brennus  warlike  ayde. 
Being  then  accounted  Sauoies  noble  Duke, 
Razed  the  wals  ^Rome,  andfet  his  Standard 
With  viilorie  vpon  the  Citie  gates^ 
And  in  the  middle  of  their  Market  place. 
Hung  vp  twentie  of  their  chief efl  Noblemen, 
And  Conftantine  thefonne  of  Helena, 
And  Maximinianus  my  neere  Coufins^ 
Were  both  inthronufd  in  the  Imperiall  feate. 
And  gouemment  of  Romes  great  Emperie, 
As  touching  Fraunce  and  other  Hands  there, 
We  neede  not  anfwer  their  out-brauing  termes  : 
For  they  refufed  to  defend  their  owne. 
When  we  by  force  redeemed  them  from  their  hands. 
Then  counfeU  me  thrife-worthy  Brytaine  Peeres, 
Abandoning  bafe  cowardize  and  fear es. 

K.  Arthur. 


The  Anfwer  of  Howell  King 
of  litle  Brytaine. 

T  Hough  all  your  wifedomes  and  your  grauities, 
Handmaides  to  CounfeU  and  Nobilitie, 
Should  be  engraued  in  one  golden  leafe. 
More  to  thepurpofe  could  not  you  inferre. 
Then  thy  moflgraue  and  exquifite  Oratiofi, 
Thy  eloquent  and  TuUy-Ziii^  aduife 

Hath 
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Hathfumijht  vs  with  fuck  experiment^ 
Whereby  we  aught  inceffantly  toprai/e, 
In  you  the  wi/edome  of  a  conflant  man : 
For  if  with  allpofl  expedition^ 
You  will  prepare  a  voyage  vnto  Rome, 
That  doth  expeR  our  hafte  and  rqyall  comming^ 
According  to  the  reafonsyou  alleagCy 
I  doubt  not  but  that  f aire  Viftoria, 
Will  fit  in  triumph  on  our  conquering  Helmes, 
To  fright  the  mindesofRsymiih  aduerfarieSy 
Sith  we  defend  our  auncient  liberties 
^  Difdaining  for  to  beare  a  feruile  yoke^ 
Which  to  this  day  the  Britaines  do  maintaine: 
Let  vs  go  chearefuUy  and  demaund  of  them^ 
With  lufHce  what  vniufUy  they  demaund: 
For  he  that  doth  deface  anothers  rights 
And  thinkes  vniuflly  for  to  difpoffeffe^ 
And  take  from  him  his  owne  inheritance 
Deferuedfyf  and  with  a  worthy  meanes^ 
Not  violating  large  and  hofUle  ArmeSy 
May  he  be  put  from  that  which  is  his  owne^ 
By  him  to  whom  the  wrong  is  offred. 
Seeing  therefore  that  the  Romanes  would  vfurpe. 
The  royall  dignitie  of  worthy  Britaine, 
Due  to  your  honorable  auncefiors^ 
I  doubt  fiot( noble  King)  but  weele  regaine^ 
That  which  your  Predeceffors  haue  pojfefiy 
Euen  in  the  middle  of  their  proudefl  CitiCy 
If  we  may  come  to  buckle  with  our  foes. 
This  is  the  confliil  that  true  hearted  Britaines, 
So  long  haue  wijht  to  happen  to  our  age. 
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Thefe  be  the  prophefies  of  wife  Sibilla, 
Long  time  agoe^  plainly  and  truly  told^ 
And  now  at  length  fulfilled  to  our  ioy, 
That  of  the  third  race  of  the  worthie  Britaines, 
There  fhould  be  borne  a  Prince  to  repoffeffe^ 
The  RomiQi  Empire  and  their  Dignitie: 
For  two  of  thefe  tfie  prophefie  is  pafl. 
In  Belin  and  t/tat  worthie  Conftantine, 
Wlto  ouercame,  andgaue  the  Annes  of  Rome : 
Now  haue  we  none  but  you  my  gracions  Liege, 
The  third  and  lafi,  not  leafl  in  all  our  eyes, 
To  whom  this  high  Exploit  is  promifed: 
Make  hafte  tJierefore  moft  royall  Soueraigne^ 
For  to  receiue  that  which  our  God  willgiue, 
Hafienfor  tofubdue  their  willing  minds, 
Which  prof er  vp  their  honor  to  your  hands, 
Hafien  deare  Liege  for  to  aduance  vs  all. 
That  willingly  willfpend  otir  Hues  atid  lands. 
For  the  aduancement  of  our  liber  tie. 
And  to  atchieue  this  Labour  worthie  King, 
Ten  thoufand  armed  fouldiers  will  I  bring. 

Ho.  K.  of  Brit 


Angu/el  King  of  Albania  his 
Anfwere  to  the  King. 

Since  firfl  I  heard  my  Soueraigne  fpeake  his  mind, 
Ful  fraught  with  Eloquece  and  learned  Counfel, 
A  fodaine  icy  did  fo  poffeffe  myfoule. 
As  tJvat  in  words  I  cannot  vtter  forth 

As 
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The  explamUion  of  my  willing  thoughts : 

In  all  our  Vi£lories  and  Conquejis  wonne. 

Subduing  many  Regions,  many  Kings ^ 

Nothing  at  ail  in  honour  haue  we  gain* dy 

If  that  wefuffer  the  proud-minded  Romanes, 

And  hautie  Germaines  to  vfurpe  vpon  vs. 

And  do  ftot  now  reuenge  thofe  bloudie  flaughters. 

Enabled  on  our  friends  and  countrymen. 

And  fit h  occafion  now  isproferedy 

And  Libertie  to  trie  our  force  of  Armes, 

I  do  reioyce  to  fee  this  happie  day. 

Wherein  we  may  but  meet  and  ioyne  with  them : 

I  thrift  my  Lord  in  heart  for  fweet  reuenge^ 

As  if  three  dayes  I  had  beene  kept  from  drinke  ; 

The  wounds  IJhould  receiue  vpon  that  day 

Would  be  aspleafant  to  my  labouring  foule^ 

As  Water  to  a  thirftie  Traueller, 

Or  elfe  Releafement  to  a  man  condemn' d. 

Nay  death  itfelfe  were  welcome  to  my  bofome. 

For  to  reuenge  our  Fathers  iniurieSy 

Defend  our  liber  tie,  aduance  our  King: 

Let  vs  giue  onfet  on  that  meacocke  Nation, 

Thofe  fond  effeminate  vnruly  people^ 

And  fight  it  out  vnto  the  latefi  man  ; 

That  after  we  hauefpread  our  wauing  Colour Sy 

Infigne  of  Triumph  and  of  Vi^oriCy 

We  may  enioy  the  Honors  they  pojfeffcy 

And  for  my  part  renowned  valiant  King, 

Two  ihoufand  armed  horfemen  will  I  bring. 

An.  K.  Alb. 
I  2 


67 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6o  King  Arthur. 

ARoyall  armie  Arthur  hath  prouided, 
To  beard  the  brauing  Romanes  in  their  Countrie, 
And  like  a  Martialijl  hath  them  diuided, 
To  buckle  with  fo  proud  an  Enemie : 

And  Courage  ioyn'd  with  Refolution, 
Doth  pricke  them  forwards  to  this  Aftion. 

The  Britains  hawtie  and  refolued  men, 

Stout,  valiant,  of  Bellonas  warlike  brood, 

Chear'd  on  their  Followers,  and  began  agen 

For  to  reuiue  their  new  decayed  blood : 

And  to  redeeme  to  Arthur  and  his  Line, 
What  once  was  wonne  by  valiant  Conjlantine. 

Now  founds  his  Drumme  a  march  in  chearfuU  fort, 
Now  his  loud  winded  Trumpets  checke  the  aire. 
And  now  the  Britaines  to  him  do  refort,  t 
Not  fearing  warres  affliflion  or  defpaire  : 

But  all  with  one  voyce  promife  viftorie 

To  Arthur  King  of  famous  Britainy, 

His  Colours  they  are  waning  in  the  wind. 

Wherein  is  wrought  his  Armes  of  anceftrie, 

His  Pendants  are  in  formall  wife  aflign'd, 

Quartred  at  large  by  well  read  Heraldrie : 

Cuffing  the  ayre  that  ftruggles  for  to  kiffe, 
The  gaudineffe  of  faire  King  Arthurs  bliffe. 

Within  his  fpreading  Enfigne  firft  he  bore. 

Allotted  from  his  royall  familie, 

Three  flying  Dragons  and  three  Crownes  he  wore, 

For- 
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Portraid  de  Or,  the  field  of  Azure  die, 

His  fathers  Coate,  his  Mothers  Countries  grace, 
His  honors  Badge,  his  cruell  foes  deface. 

At  laft  vnto  himfelfe  he  hath  affumpted, 
And  tooke  to  Armes  proper  to  his  defire, 
As  in  his  faithful!  mind  being  beft  accounted, 
And  fitting  to  thofe  thoughts  he  did  require  : 
A  crofle  of  Siluer  in  a  field  of  Vert^ 
A  gracious  Embleame  to  his  great  defert. 

On  the  firft  quarter  of  this  field  was  figured, 

The  image  of  our  Ladie  with  her  Sonne 

Held  in  her  armes ;  this  he  defired. 

Wherein  his  new-growne  valour  was  begonne  : 

And  bearing  this  fame  Figure  forth  right  nobly, 
Did  maruellous  Aftes  and  feates  of  Chiualrie. 

This  Signe  in  elder  ages  being  odious. 
And  hated  of  the  bad  deferuing  mind, 
By  his  deare  blood  is  made  moil  pretious 
Our  vnpure  Sinne  by  him  being  full  refind  : 

A  g^eat  triumphant  Signe,  a  Signe  of  ioy, 

A  blefled  Crofle  to  free  vs  from  annoy. 

To  this  the  righteous  man  bowes  downe  his  head. 

And  this  the  heauenly  Angels  do  adore. 

By  this  our  vnpure  foules  with  life  is  fed. 

And  Diuels  fearing  this  do  much  deplore  : 

Hereon  he  vanquiflit  Sathan,  Hell,  and  Sinne, 
And  by  this  Signe  our  new-life  we  begin. 
I  3 
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Wife,  learned  Hijlariographers  do  write, 

That  this  pure  Signe  of  the  moft  holy  Croffe 

Was  fent  from  God,  to  Mercuries  delight, 

lulian  the  Apojlatds  onely  loffe, 

And  that  an  Angell  brought  to  Mercurie^ 
All  Armour  for  his  backe  moft  neceffarie. 

A  Shield  of  Azure  herein  coloured, 

A  flowrie  Croffe  between  two  golden  Rofes, 

That  the  prowd  lewes  minds  much  diftempred, 

Whofe  vertue  in  it  felfe  true  Time  enclofes 

A  rich  wrought  Shield  and  a  moft  heauenly  Armour, 
That  to  the  proud  Foe  ftrucke  a  deadly  terrour. 

And  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  feuenth  french  King 
The  Sunne  giuing  glorie  to  the  dim-fac'd  Morne, 
When  early  rifing  Birds  alowd  did  fing, 
And  faire  deare  clouds  the  Element  did  adome, 

To  Engliflimen  and  French  from  heauen  was  fent 
A  milke-white  Croffe  within  the  Firmament. 

Which  heauenly  Signe  of  both  thefe  nations  feene, 
The  haughtie  French  mou'd  with  rebellion 
Againft  their  lawfuU  King  and  true-borne  Queene, 
Began  to  yeeld  their  true  fubmiffion. 

And  tooke  it  as  a  great  admonifhment. 

And  Signe  betok'ning  bitter  detriment. 

Thus  we  may  fee,  that  the  Religion 
Which  they  conceiued  of  this  bleffed  fight, 
Altred  their  minds  to  veneration, 

And 


70 


Digitized  by 


Google 


King  Arthur.  59 

And  mollified  their  harts  then  full  of  fpight, 
Yeelding  vnto  their  Prince  obedience, 
And  true  fubmiffion  for  their  great  offence. 

This  fight  of  honor,  to  the  French  Kings  fame 

They  did  behold,  a  fpeftacle  to  Fraunce, 

At  the  fame  time  when  the  third  Edward  came, 

And  in  the  land  his  colours  did  aduance. 
Sending  to  Clodoueus  then  their  King 
Which  there  became  a  Chriflian  by  Baptizing. 

Hacfunt  Francorum  celebranda  injignia  Regum, 

Qua  demijfa  polo,  fuftinet  alma  fides 

Et  nobis  ccelica  dona  : 

Etpia  Francorum  placeant  infignia  Regum, 

Aurea  cceleJH primum  fuffulta  colore 

Lilia,  Ccefarijs  olim  iam  credita  ceruis 

Auriflamma  dehinc,  veterum  viSloria  Regum, 

And  euer  fince  great  Clodoueus  raigne. 
They  did  remaine  as  Enfignes  to  that  Nation, 
Where  flill  before  three  Toades  they  did  fuflaine, 
Their  onely  pourtraiture  of  commendation, 

By  honor  to  the  Englifh  Kings  pertaining,  (ning. 

That  conquer'd  Frounce,  when  all  their  pride  was  wai- 

His  barbed  Horfes  beat  the  yeelding  ground, 
And  with  their  neighing  terrifide  their  foe, 
Prowd  of  their  riders,  in  whofe  harts  are  found 
A  promife  to  the  Romanes  ouerthrow. 
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The  gliftering  fliine  of  their  well-fafhion'd  armour, 
Tels  all  men  here  doth  ride  a  Conquerour. 

Their  Armour  ftrongly  made  and  firmely  wrought, 

Not  to  the  vfe  of  old  decayed  Time, 

Who  with  their  guilded  fhewes  are  good  for  nought, 

But  like  to  ftonie  wals  not  made  with  lime, 
The  Brytaines  went  not  proudly  armoured, 
But  ftrong,  as  fcoming  to  be  conquered. 

In  Calis  he  his  colours  doth  aduance, 
Who  all  for  feare  do  entertaine  this  Prince, 
And  paffeth  through  the  regiment  of  France^ 
And  doth  with  puiffance  the  French  conuince : 

Still  marching  vp  to  Paris  and  to  Roane^ 

Bringing  that  Countrie  in  fubieftion. 

And  hauing  got  his  Title  and  his  Name, 

A  Title  got  with  famous  viftorie, 

He  marcheth  forward  to  enlarge  his  Fame, 

Leaning  faire  France  in  his  authoritie. 

By  fword  and  clemencie  he  conquer'd  I/land^ 
And  wonne  by  famous  warre  the  land  of  Gothland, 

Now  more  and  more  his  armie  doth  increafe. 
And  mightie  Kings  do  offer  him  their  aide, 
So  in  the  country  they  might  liue  in  peace. 
His  warlike  followers  fo  their  minds  difmaid  : 
The  name  of  Arthur  King  of  Britanie, 
Hath  fear'd  the  Rontijh  force  from  Italy, 
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At  laft  he  comes  to  meete  his  enemie, 
High-harted  Lucius  that  his  letters  fent, 
To  great  Carleon  with  fuch  Maieftie, 
That  ftiffely  did  demaund  a  bafe  intent : 

But  now  he  wiflit  King  Arthur  were  away, 

For  feare  he  loft  the  Honor  of  the  day. 

The  Britaines  valour  was  fo  admirable, 

As  when  a  Lion  meeteth  with  his  Pray ; 

King  Arthurs  courage  fo  ineftimable, 

That  nere  a  Romaine  durft  his  ftrength  aflay : 

But  like  the  duft  with  wind  did  take  their  flight, 
Yeelding  by  Warre  what  they  demaund  by  Might 

Here  lay  a  heape  of  Romans  flaughtered, 
Trode  vnder  foote  by  proud  viftorious  Steedes, 
And  here  one  Friend  another  murthered, 
Not  able  for  to  helpe  him  in  his  neede  ; 

Here  bruifed  Souldiers  that  alowd  did  cry, 

Braue  Arthur  helpe  vs  in  our  miferie. 

And  after  he  had  wonne  fo  great  a  Field, 

And  ouerthrew  the  Romaine  Lucius^ 

He  pardon'd  thofe  that  gracioufly  would  yeeld, 

And  leaue  their  Leader  proud  Tiberius : 

Who  left  his  men  for  feare,  and  would  not  fight, 
But  hid  himfelfe  in  darkneiTe  of  the  Night. 

This  bafe  retraite  and  glorious  Vi£lorie, 
To  ArtJmt^s  honour  and  Tiberius  (hame, 
Was  fpred  through  Rome,  through  France,  through  Italy, 
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An  extoUation  to  the  Brytijh  name : 
Who  forraged  about,  yet  all  did  flie, 
Till  ArtJiur  tooke  them  to  his  pitying  mercie. 

Forwards  towards  'Rome  thefe  Britaines  make  their  way, 
Sounding  Defiance  as  they  paffe  along, 
Their  conquering  Enfignes  ftill  they  do  difplay, 
In  Armes  and  hautie  courage  paffing  ftrong : 
All  Cities  offer  peace,  all  Townes  fubmit 
To  Arthurs  greatneffe,  as  a  thing  moft  fit. 

But  as  they  paffe  huge  Mirmedons  do  ftriue, 

Sumamed  Giants^  for  to  ftop  this  King. 

And  vow  by  Paganifme  (by  which  they  thriue,) 

His  bodie  in  Oceanus  to  fling : 

And  daunt  his  followers,  who  as  Fame  hath  faid. 
Of  great  bigge  monftrous  men  were  not  afraid. 

At  laft  they  march  vpon  a  large  broade  plaine, 

When  firft  thefe  hautie  Giants  he  doth  fpie. 

The  Britaines  fcorne  for  to  retire  againe, 

But  either  winne  the  honor,  or  elfe  die : 

Courage  quoth  Arthur^  better  die  with  fame, 
Then  yeeld  or  turne  to  our  immortall  ftiame. 

At  length  they  meete,  and  meeting  cope  together, 

As  when  two  fauage  Boares  are  full  of  ire, 

The  Vi6lorie  as  yet  inclined  to  neither, 

But  from  their  Creafts  and  Shields  did  fparckle  fire  : 
Inkindled  Wrath  from  Arthurs  breaft  hath  fprong, 
That  he  made  paffage  through  the  thickeft  throng. 

The 
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The  King  of  Giants  Arthur  meetes  withall, 
And  copes  with  him :  for  in  his  ftrength  did  fland 
His  Kingdomes  great  aduancement,  or  his  fall, 
His  Subiefts  peace,  his  quietneffe  of  land  : 

But  this  renowne  to  Britaine  doth  remaine, 
The  Giant^  Arthur  hand  to  hand  hath  flaine. 

When  he  was  downe  the  reft  did  faint  for  feare, 
Which  when  the  Britijh  armie  had  efpied, 
Their  true-borne  valour  did  they  not  forbeare, 
But  all  the  greene  graffe  with  their  bloud  they  died  : 

And  made  fuch  flaughter  of  thefe  monftrous  men, 

That  after-time  hath  regiftred  agen. 

After  this  Conqueft  is  King  Arthur  minded, 
With  all  his  royall  power  to  march  to  Rome, 
And  with  his  Lords  he  hath  determined, 
This  gallant  Refolution,  and  this  Doome  : 

To  crowne  himfelfe  by  warre  their  Emperour, 

And  ouer  all  a  mightie  Gouernour. 

And  had  not  Fortune  and  Rebellion, 
Stir'd  vp  his  Coudn  Mordreds  hautie  mind. 
At  home  to  make  ciuill  inuafion. 
Who  fought  King  Arthurs  glory  for  to  blind, 

With  honour  had  he  re-inkindled  fire, 

To  bume  the  wals  of  Rome  to  his  defire. 

But  O  falfe  Mordred,  thou  deceitfull  Kinfman, 
Ci&got  of  Treafons  heyre^  thus  to  rebell, 
Againft  thy  noble  Nephew,  who  hath  wonne 
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Cities  and  peopled  Townes  that  did  excell : 
And  all  he  did  was  for  to  glorifie 
His  Royall  kindred  and  his  Noble  countrey. 

But  thou  fome  bafe-borne  Haggard  mak'ft  a  wing, 

Againft  the  Princely  Eagle  in  his  flight, 

And  like  a  hiffing  Serpent  feek'ft  to  fting 

The  Lion  that  did  fliield  thee  from  defpight : 

But  now  being  wakened  by  his  Countries  wrong, 
With  warre  he  meanes  to  vifite  you  ere  long. 

The  news  of  this  proud  Rebell  in  his  Land, 
Was  like  deepe  piercing  arrowes  at  his  hart. 
Intemperate  Rage  did  make  them  vnderftand 
King  Arthurs  furie,  and  fond  Mordreds  fmart, 
Who  vow'd  reuengement  moft  vnnaturall, 
On  him  that  fought  to  bring  his  friends  to  thrall. 

He  founds  Retraite  with  heart-fwolne  heauinefle. 

That  he  muft  leaue  faire  Rome  vnconquered, 

And  marcheth  through  the  Land  in  quietneffe, 

To  be  reueng'd  on  the  Vfurper  Mordred : 

At  this  fweet  newes  of  his  departing  thence. 
The  Romaines  praife  the  Rebels  excellence. 

King  Artlmr  heard  at  his  returne  towards  Brytaine^ 
How  Mordred  had  proclaimed  himfelfe  there  King, 
Thofe  that  refifted,  he  by  force  hath  flaine, 
Vnto  their  Countries  ground  a  gentle  offring, 
And  to  the  Saxon  Cheldricke  is  allide, 
Who  landing  to  their  lawfuU  King  denide. 

By 
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By  force  they  driue  King  Arthur  from  the  (hore, 
And  like  rebellious  Monfters  kill  his  men, 
Which  when  he  viewes,  he  ftriueth  more  and  more^ 
And  his  great  puifTant  ilrength  renewes  againe^ 
And  maugre  all  the  power  they  withftand. 
At  Sandwich  Noble  Arthur  taketh  Land : 

And  ioyning  battel  with  his  enemies. 

The  traytrous  Rebels  are  difcomfited. 

And  Mordred  all  in  haft  away  he  flies, 

By  Treafons  bloudie  Traine  &  murther  led, 
To  gather  Power  to  renew  the  fight, 
Vig'd  forward  by  the  Saxon  Cheldricks  fpight. 

The  Noble  Arthur  in  this  conflifl  loft 
Some  of  his  followers  whom  he  lou'd  too  deare ; 
The  death  of  gentle  Gawen  grieu'd  him  moft, 
As  by  his  outward  forrow  did  appeare : 

This  Gawen  was  proud  Mordreds  lawfuU  brother, 

Legitimate  by  father  and  by  mother. 

O  mirrour  of  true  borne  gentilitie, 

Faire  mappe  of  Honor  in  his  gentle  blood. 

That  rather  chofe  to  loue  his  noble  countrie. 

And  feeke  the  meanes  to  do  his  life  Liege  good. 
Then  to  defend  his  kindred  by  that  warre. 
That  made  the  Sonne  and  moft  kind  Father  iarre. 

Kind  Gawen^  truftie  worthie  Gentleman, 
Belou'd  oi  Arthur^  as  deferuedly, 
Recording  Time  thy  faithfulneiTe  (hall  fcan, 
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And  loyall  Truth  wrapt  vp  in  memorie : 

Shall  fay  in  thy  Kings  quarrell  being  luft, 
At  laft  thou  diedft,  not  in  thy  Brothers  truft. 

Thy  gentle  King  prepared  thy  Funeral, 
And  laid  thy  bodie  in  a  Sepulchre, 
In  thine  owne  country  richly  done  and  royall, 
At  Roffe  whofe  aunceftrie  fhall  ftill  endure : 

And  like  a  Nephew,  moum'd  and  wept  for  thee, 

Grieuing  to  loofe  Brytijh  Nobilitie. 

But  to  proceede  in  this  vnluckie  fight, 
King  Angufel  was  flaine  whom  Arthur  loued, 
A  man  in  whom  his  countrie  tooke  delight. 
That  neVe  with  home-bred  Treacherie  was  moued, 
In  falfe-faith'd  Scotlaftd  was  his  bones  interd. 
To  which  before  King  Arthur  him  prefer'd. 

That  vniuft  Mordred,  Mifchiefes  nourifher, 
Times  bad  infamer,  Traitor  to  the  State, 
Of  his  whole  Countrie  bounds  the  chiefe  perturber, 
Whofe  name  to  this  day  mongft  them  growes  in  hate. 
Fled  from  the  battell,  getting  (hips  he  faild 
Weftward  towards  Comwail  whe  his  force  was  quail'd. 

But  when  King  Arthur  heard  of  his  departure, 

Caufmg  the  refufe  Rebels  for  to  flie, 

To  make  the  way  of  his  defence  more  fure. 

With  fpeed  he  re-inforft  his  royall  armie, 

With  new  fupplie  of  hardie  men  at  Armes, 
Whofe  Refolution  fear  d  no  following  harmes. 

With 
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With  his  whole  force  he  marcheth  after  him, 

Where  all  the  Kentijh  men  reioyce  to  fee 

King  Arthurs  Colours,  whofe  rich  pride  doth  dim 

The  faire-fac'd  Sunne  in  all  his  Maieftie : 
Not  refting  till  he  came  vnto  the  place, 
Where  Mordred  was  encamped  for  a  fpace. 

By  Winchejler  a  Citie  of  renowne, 

The  Traitorous  armie  of  this  Mordred  lay, 

On  whofe  proud  gather'd  troupe  the  Sunne  did  frowne, 

Fore-fliewing  to  his  men  a  blacke-fac*t  day : 

And  fo  it  prou'd  before  the  felfe-fame  night ; 

Mordred  and  his  beft  friends  were  flaine  in  fight. 

At  Camblane  was  this  bloudie  battell  ended, 
Where  fame-acthieuing  Arthur  fore  was  wounded, 
With  gallant  Britaine  Lords  being  attended, 
Whofe  fword  (cald  Pridwin)  manie  had  confounded, 
Yet  Fortunes  vnfeene  immortalitie. 
Sometimes  cuts  downe  fprigs  of  a  Monarchie. 

At  this  dayes  dolefuU  ftroke  of  Arthurs  death, 
The  glorious  (hining  Sunne  lookt  pale  and  wanne. 
And  when  this  Monarch  lofed  forth  his  breath. 
The  Britaines  being  amaz'd  about  him  ranne : 

And  with  their  nsules  did  teare  their  flefli  afunder, 
That  they  had  loft  their  King  the  worlds  great  Wonder. 

Ouer  this  Htle  Hand  he  had  raigned. 

The  full  iuft  terme  of  fixe  and  twentie  yeares. 

When  twelue  moft  famous  battels  he  obtained, 


79 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^2  King  Arthur. 

As  in  our  auncient  Chronicles  appeares, 

And  in  the  Church-yard  of  faire  Glajlenburie, 
They  held  King  Arthurs  wofuU  obfequie. 

And  in  the  time  of  fecond  Henries  dayes, 

Betweene  two  pillars  was  his  body  found, 

That  in  his  life  deferu's  immortall  praife, 

Layd  fixteene  foote  deepe  vnderneath  the  ground ; 
Becaufe  his  Saxon  foes  whom  he  did  chafe, 
Should  not  with  fwords  his  liueleiTe  corps  deface. 

In  the  laft  yeare  of  Henries  royaltie, 

More  then  fixe  hundred  after  his  buriall. 

By  the  Abbot  of  the  houfe  of  Glajlenburie, 

At  laft  they  found  King  Arthurs  funerall : 

Henry  de  Bloys  the  Abbots  name  they  gaue, 
Who  by  the  Kings  commaund  did  find  the  graue. 

The  principall  and  chiefe  occafion 

That  moou'd  King  Hetiry  for  to  feeke  the  place, 

Was  that  a  Bardth  in  Welfli  diuifion, 

Recorded  Arthurs  afles  vnto  his  Grace  : 

And  in  the  forefaid  Church-yard  he  did  fing, 
That  they  fliould  find  the  body  of  the  King, 

And  thofe  that  dig*d  to  find  his  bodie  there, 
After  they  enterd  feuen  foote  deepe  in  ground, 
A  mightie  broade  ftone  to  them  did  appeare, 
With  a  great  leaden  Croffe  thereto  bound. 

And  downwards  towards  the  corpes  the  Croffe  did  lie, 

Containing  this  infcripted  poefie. 

Hie 
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Hie  i(uet  fepultus  inclyius  Rex, 
Arthurus  in  In/ula  Aualonia. 

His  bodie  whofe  great  ad:es  the  world  recorded. 

When  vitall  Umitation  gaue  him  life, 

And  Fames  (hrill  golden  Trump  abroad  had  founded, 

What  Warres  he  ended,  what  Debate,  what  Strife, 
What  Honor  to  his  countrey,  what  great  Loue, 
Amongft  his  faithful!  fubie£ls  he  did  proue. 

Was  not  interd  in  fumptuous  royaltie, 
With  funerall  pompe  of  kindred  and  of  friends, 
Nor  clofde  in  marble  ftone  wrought  curioufly, 
Nor  none  in  mourning  blacke  his  King  attends, 
But  in  a  hollow  tree  made  for  the  nonce, 
They  do  enter  King  Arthurs  princely  bones. 

Their  outward  habite  did  not  Ihew  their  mind, 

For  many  millions  of  fad  weeping  eies, 

In  eueiy  ftreete  and  corner  you  might  find, 

Some  beating  their  bare  breaft,  and  fome  with  out  cries, 
Curfing  and  Banning  that  proud  Mordreds  foule, 
That  did  by  warre  his  princely  life  controule. 

The  Kings  that  were  attendant  on  his  traine. 
Forgot  their  kingdomes,  and  their  royall  crownes. 
Their  high  proud  hautie  hearts  with  griefe  were  flaine, 
Strucke  in  amaze  with  Fortunes  deadly  frownes : 
For  they  had  loft  their  Scepter,  Seate,  and  all, 
By  princely  Arthurs  moft  vnhappie  fall. 
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The  trunke  being  opened,  at  the  laft  they  found 

The  bones  of  Arthur  King  of  Brytanie, 

Whofe  fliin-bone  being  fet  vpon  the  ground, 

(As  may  appeare  by  auncient  Memorie) 

Reacht  to  the  middle  thigh  within  a  fpanne, 
Of  a  tall  proper  well  fet  bigge  lim'd  Man. 

And  furthermore  they  found  King  Arthurs  skull, 
Of  fuch  great  largeneffe  that  betwixt  his  eyes, 
His  foreheads  fpace  a  fpanne  broad  was  at  full, 
That  no  true  Hijloriographer  denies : 

The  forenam'd  Abbot  lining  in  thofe  daies, 
Saw  what  is  written  now  to  Arthurs  praife. 

The  print  of  tenne  wounds  in  his  head  appeared, 

All  grown  together  except  onely  one, 

Of  which  it  feemes  this  worthie  Brytaine  died  : 

A  true  Memoriall  to  his  louing  Nation ; 

But  that  was  greater  far  then  all  the  reft, 
Had  it  been  leffer  Brytaine  had  bene  bleft. 

In  opening  of  the  Tombe  they  found  his  wife, 

Queene  Guiniuere  interred  with  the  King, 

The  Treffes  of  her  haire  as  in  her  life, 

Were  finely  platted  whole  and  gliftering : 

The  colour  like  the  moft  pure  refin'd  gold. 
Which  being  toucht  ftraight  turned  into  mould. 

Henry  de  Bloyes  at  the  length  tranflated 
The  bones  o{  Arthur  and  his  louely  Queene, 
Into  the  great  Church  where  they  were  interred, 

Within 
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Within  a  Marble  toombe,  as  oft  was  feene : 
Of  whom  a  worthie  Poet  doth  rehearfe, 
This  Epitaph  in  fweete  Heroicke  Verfe. 

Hie  iacet  Artkurusflos  regum,  gloria  regni. 
Quern  mores,  probitas  commendant  laude  perenni, 

lohannis  L^landij  antiquarij  Encomion  funerale,  in 
vitam,  fa£la,  mortemq ;  Regis  Arthuri  inclitifllmi. 

SAxonicas  toHes  quifudit  marte  cruento 
Turtnas,  &  peperit  fpolijs  fibi  nomen  opimis, 
Fultnineo  toties  Pi£los  qui  contudit  en/e, 
Impofuitque  iugum  Scoti  ceruicibus  ingens. 
Qui  tumidos  Gatlos,  Germanos  quiq,  feroces 
Pertidit,  &  Dacos  bello  conf  regit  aperto  : 
Denique  Mordredum  i  medio  quifuJluUt  illud 
Monftrum,  horrendum  ingeiis,  dirum  feuumque  tyr annum, 
Hoc  iacet  exiin£lus  monumento  Arthurius  alto, 
Militia  clarum  decus  &  virtutis  alumnus, 
Gloria  nunc  cuius  terram  circumuolat  omnem, 
jEtherij  que  petit,  fublimia  teSla  tonantis, 
Vos  igiturgentis  Proles  generof a  Britanna 
Induperaiori  ter  magno  affurgite  vejlro : 
Et  iumulo/acro  Rofeas  infer te  Corollas, 
Officij  teftes  redolentia  munera  vejlri. 

Thus  Englijhed, 

He  that  fo  oft  the  Saxon  Troupes  did  foile, 
And  got  a  name  of  worth  with  richeft  fpoile  : 
He  that  with  brandiflit  fword  the  PiSls  deftroyd, 
And  yok'd  the  Scots,  their  ftubborn  necks  annoy'd : 
He  that  the  loftie  French  and  Germaines  fierce  did  fmite, 
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And  Dacians  force  with  Warre  did  vanquilh  quite  : 

He  laftly  which  cut  off  that  monfter  Mordreds  life, 

A  cruell  Tyrant,  horrible,  mightie,  full  of  ftrife : 

Arthur  lyes  buried  in  this  Monument, 

Warres  diiefeft  garland,  Vertues  fole  intent ; 

Whofe  Glorie  through  the  world  ftil  fwiftly  flies, 

And  mounts  with  Fames  wings  vp  to  the  thundring  skies. 

You  gentle  OffTpring  of  the  Britaines  blood, 

Vnto  this  puiffant  Emperour  do  honours  good, 

And  on  his  Tombe  lay  Garlands  of  fweete  Rofes, 

Sweete  gifts  of  Dutie,  and  fweet  louing  pofies. 

Finis  Epitaphij. 

No.  Arth. 


The   trus    Pedigree    of  that  famous 

Worthie  King  Arthur,  coUefted 

out  of  many  learned  Authors. 

TWelue  men  in  number  entred  the  vale  ol  Aualon  : 
lofeph  of  Arimathea  was  the  chiefeft  we  confeffe, 
lofue  the  fonne  of  lofeph  his  father  did  attend  on. 
With  other  ten,  thefe  Glajion  did  poffeffe, 
Hilarius  the  Nephew  of  lofeph  firft  begate 
lofiu  the  Wife :  lofue  Aminadaby 
Aminadab  Caflellors  had  by  fate : 
CafieUors  got  Manael  that  louely  Lad, 
And  Manael  by  his  wife  had  faire-fac'd  Lambard, 
With  another  deare  fonne  furnamed  Vrlard  \ 
And  Lambard  at  the  length  begot  a  fonne, 

That 
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That  had  Igrene  borne  of  his  wife, 
Of  this  Igrene^  Vter  the  great  Pendragon 
Begot  King  Arthur  famous  in  his  life, 
Where  by  the  truth  this  Pedigree  doth  end, 
Arthur  from  lofephs  loynes  did  firft  defcend. 
Peter  Coufin  to  lofeph  of  Ariniathea, 
Being  fometimes  King  of  great  Arcadia^ 
Begat  Erlan  that  famous  worthy  Prince, 
And  Erlan  gat  Melianus,  that  did  conuince 
His  neighbour  foes,  Melianus  did  beget 
Edor,  and  Edor  Lothos  name  did  fet. 
That  tooke  to  wife  the  filler  of  King  Arthur : 
A  Virgine  faire,  chafte,  louely,  and  moft  pure, 
Of  whom  this  Lotho  had  foure  louely  boyes. 
Their  fathers  comfort  and  their  mothers  ioyes, 
IVa/wanus,  Agranaius,  Garelus  and  Guerelife, 
That  in  their  countrey  much  did  foueragnize : 

All  which  were  men  of  great  authoritie. 

And  famous  in  the  land  of  Britanie. 

Here  endeth  the  Birth,  Life,  Death,  and  Pedigree  of 
King  Arthur  of  Britanie,  &  now,  to  where  we  left 

O  Nature  tell  me  one  thing  ere  we  part,  Phcenix, 

What  famous  towne  and  fituated  S'eate 
Is  that  huge  Building  that  is  made  by  Art, 
Againft  whofe  wals  the  cryftall  ftreames  do  beate. 
As  if  the  flowing  tide  the  ftones  would  eate  : 
That  lies  vpon  my  left  hand  built  fo  hie, 
That  the  huge  top-made  Steeple  dares  the  Skie  ? 
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Nature.       That  is  the  Britaines  towne  old  Troynouanty 

The  which  the  ^^ViAxin^-Troyans  Sonne  did  frame 
When  after  fhipwracke  he  a  place  did  want, 
For  to  reuiue  his  Honorrfplitted  Name, 
And  raifd  againe  the  cinders  of  his  Fame, 

When  from  Sydonian  Dido  they  did  fteale. 
To  reare  the  Pillars  of  a  Common-weale. 

Since  when  to  come  more  nearer  to  our  time, 
Lud  the  great  King  did  with  his  wealth  enlarge, 
The  famous  builded  Citie  of  this  Clime, 
And  Liidjlofie  to  be  cald  he  gaue  in  charge, 
And  London  now  that  Towne  is  growne  at  large  : 
The  flowing  Riuer  Thamajis  is  nam'd, 
Whofe  Sea-enfuing  Tide  can  neare  be  tam'd. 

Phosnix.       O  London  I  haue  heard  thee  honoured, 

And  thy  names  Glorie  rais'd  to  good  intent, 
Lawes  Councell  chamber  in  thy  wals  is  bred. 
The  fchoole  of  Knowledge  and  Experiment : 
Wife  Senators  to  gouerne  thee  is  lent 

All  things  to  beautifie  a  Royall  Throne, 
Where  Scarfitie  and  Dearth  did  neuer  grone. 

Nature.       Leaue  off  thy  Praifes  till  we  haue  more  leafure, 
And  to  begfuile  the  wearie  lingring  Day, 
Whofe  long-drawne  Howers  do  tire  vs  out  of  meafure  : 
Our  cunning  in  Loue-fongs  let  vs  affay, 
And  paint  our  Pleafure  as  fome  good  Array : 
I  will  beginne  my  cunning  for  to  taft. 
And  your  Experience  we  will  try  at  laft. 

Here  Nature  Jingeth  to  this  dittie  follmving. 

Hat  is  Loue  but  a  toy, 
To  beguile  mens  Senfes  ? 
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What  is  Cupid  but  a  boy, 

Boy  to  caufe  expences, 

A  toy  that  brings  to  fooles  oppreffed  thrall, 

A  boy  whofe  folly  makes  a  number  fall. 

What  is  Loue  but  a  child, 

Child  of  little  fubftance, 

Making  Apes  to  be  wild, 

And  their  pride  to  aduance, 

A  child  that  loues  with  gfuegawes  to  be  toying, 

And  with  thinne  (hadowes  alwaies  to  be  playing. 

Loue  is  fweete,  wherein  fweete  ? 

In  fading  pleafures,  wanton  toyes, 

Loue  a  Lord,  and  yet  meete. 

To  croffe  mens  humours  with  annoyes : 

A  bitter  pleafure,  pleafing  for  a  while, 

A  Lord  is  Loue  that  doth  mans  thoughts  beguile. 
O  fing  no  more,  you  do  forget  your  Theame, 
And  haue  prophan'd  the  facred  name  of  Loue, 
You  dip  your  tongue  in  an  vnwholfome  Streame, 
And  from  the  golden  Truth  your  notes  remoue. 

In  my  harfh  Dittie  I  will  all  reproue : 
And  vnaccuftom'd  I  will  trie  my  skill, 
To  pleafure  you,  and  to  confute  your  will. 

The  Phcmix  her  Song  to  the  Dittie  before. 

OHoly  Loue,  religious  Saint, 
Mans  onely  hony-tafting  Pleafure, 
Thy  glory,  learning  cannot  paint, 
For  thou  art  all  our  wordly  Treafure : 
Thou  art  the  Treafure,  Treafure  of  the  foule, 
That  great  celeftiall  powers  doft  controule. 

What  greater  bliffe  then  to  embrace 
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The  perfefl  patteme  of  Delight 

Whofe  heart-enchaunting  Eye  doth  chafe 

All  ftormes  of  forow  from  mans  fight 

Pleafure,  Delight,  Wealth,  and  earth-ioyes  do  lie 
In  Vettiis  bofome,  bofome  of  pure  beautie. 

That  mind  that  tafteth  perfe£l  Loue 
Is  farre  remoted  from  annoy : 
Cupid  that  God  doth  fit  aboue, 
That  tips  his  Arrowes  all  with  loy : 

And  this  makes  Poets  in  their  Verfe  to  fing 

Loue  is  a  holy,  holy,  holy  thing. 

Nature.       O  voice  Angelicall,  O  heauenly  fong, 

The  golden  praife  of  Loue  that  thou  haft  made, 
Deliuerd  from  thy  fweete  fmoothd  honied  tong, 
Commaunds  Loue  felfe  to  lye  within  a  (hade, 
And  yeeld  thee  all  the  Pleafures  may  be  had  : 
Thy  fweete  melodious  voice  hath  beautifide 
And  guilded  Loues  rich  amours  in  her  pride. 

Phcmix,      Enough,  enough,  Loue  is  a  holy  thing, 
A  power  deuine,  deuine,  maiefticall : 
In  (hallow  witted  braines  as  you  did  fing, 
It  cares  not  for  the  force  materiall, 
And  low-borne  Swaines  it  nought  refpefls  at  all : 
She  builds  her  Bower  in  none  but  noble  minds, 
And  there  due  adoration  ftill  flie  finds. 


Nature.       Stay  Phcmix  ftay,  the  euening  Starre  drawes  nie, 
And  Phcebus  he  is  parted  from  our  fight, 


And 
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And  with  this  Wagon  mounted  in  the  Skie, 

Affoording  pafTage  to  the  gloomie  night, 

That  doth  the  way-faring  PaiTenger  affright : 
And  we  are  fet  on  foote  neere  to  that  He, 
In  whofe  deep  bottome  plaines  Delight  doth  fmile. 

O  what  a  muskie  fent  the  ayre  doth  caft,  P/tcenix. 

As  if  the  Gods  perium'd  it  with  fweete  Myrrhe : 

O  how  my  bloud's  infpired  and  doth  tafte, 

An  alteration  in  my  ioynts  to  flirre, 

As  if  the  good  did  with  the  bad  conferre : 

The  ajrre  doth  moue  my  Spirites,  purge  my  Sence, 

And  in  my  body  doth  new  warre  commence. 

Looke  round  about,  behold  yon  fruitfuU  Plaine, 
Behold  their  meadow  plots  and  pafture  ground, 
Behold  their  chryftall  Riuers  runne  amaine, 
Into  the  vafle  huge  Seas  deuouring  found, 
And  in  her  bowels  all  her  filth  is  found : 

It  vomiteth  by  vertue  all  corruption, 

Into  that  watrie  plaine  of  defolation. 

And  while  the  day  giues  light  vnto  our  eies, 

Be  thou  attentiue,  and  I  will  relate. 

The  glorie  of  the  plaines  that  thou  defcri'ft, 

Whofe  fertill  bounds  farre  doth  extenuate. 

Where  Mars  and  Venus  arme  in  arme  haue  fate :  ♦^ 

Of  plants  of  hearbs,  and  of  high  fpringing  trees, 

Of  fweete  delicious  fauors,  and  of  Bees. 

In  this  delightfome  countrey  there  doth  grow, 
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The  Mandrake  cald  in  Greeks  Mandragoras^ 
Some  of  his  vertues  if  you  looke  to  know. 
The  iuyce  that  frefhly  from  the  roote  doth  paffe, 
Purgeth  all  fleame  like  blacke  Hellebores  : 

Tis  good  for  paine  engendred  in  the  eies ; 

By  wine  made  of  the  roote  doth  fleepe  arife. 

Theres  Yellow  Crowbels  and  the  Daphadill, 

Good  Harry ^  herbe  Robert,  and  white  Cotula, 

Adders  grajfcy  Eglantine,  and  Aphodill, 

Ag7ius  Cajiusy  and  Acatia, 

The  Blacke  Arke-Angell,  Coloquintida, 

Sweete  Sugar  Canes,  Sinkefoile,  and  boies  Mercurie, 
Goofefoote,  Gold/nap,  and  good  Gratia  Dei, 

Mojfe  of  the  Sea,  znd  yellow  Succorie, 

Sweete  Trefoile,  Weedwiftd,  the  wholefome  Wormewood, 

Muskmealons,  Moujlaile,  and  Mercurie, 

The  dead  Arkeangell  thsit  for  wennes  is  good, 

The  Souldiers  perrow,  and  great  SoutAernewood : 

Stone  hearts  tongue,  Blejfed  thijlle,  and^5A?  Trifoly, 
Our  Ladies  cujhion,  and  Spaines  Pellitorie, 

Phoenix.      No  doubt  this  Clymate  where  as  thefe  remaine, 
The  women  and  the  men  are  fam'd  for  faire, 
Here  need  they  not  of  aches  to  complaine, 
For  Phifickes  skill  growes  here  without  compare : 
All  herbes  and  plants  within  this  Region  are, 
But  by  the  way  fweete  Nature  as  you  go, 
Of  Agnus  Caflus  fpeake  a  word  or  two. 

That 
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That  fliall  I  briefly ;  it  is  the  very  handmaid  Nature, 

To  VeftUy  or  to  perfeft  Chaftitie, 

The  hot  inflamed  fpirite  is  allaid 

By  this  fweete  herbe  that  bends  to  Luxury, 

It  drieth  vp  the  feede  of  Venerie : 

The  leaues  being  laid  vpon  the  fleepers  bed, 
With  chaftnefle,  cleannefle,  purenefle  he  is  fed. 

Bume  me  the  leaues,  and  ftraw  them  on  the  ground, 

Whereas  foule  venemous  Serpents  vfe  to  haunt : 

And  by  this  vertue  here  they  are  not  found, 

Their  operation  doth  fuch  creatures  daunt, 

It  caufeth  them  from  thence  for  to  auaunt : 

If  thou  be  (lung  with  Serpents  great  or  lefle, 
Drink  but  the  feede,  and  thou  (halt  And  redre(re. 

But  to  proceed,  heres  Clary  or  Cleare-eie, 
Calues  fnaut,  Cukoe  flowers,  and  the  Cuckoes  meate, 
Calathian  Violets,  Dandelion,  and  the  Dewberrie, 
Leopards  foote,  and  greene  Spinage  which  we  vfe  to  eate, 
And  the  hot  Indian  Sunne  procuring  heate : 

Great  wild  Valerian,  and  the  Withie  wind 

The  water  Crejfes,  or  ague-curing  Woodbind. 

There's  Foxgloue,  Forget  me  not,  and  Coliander, 
Galingal,  Goldcups,  and  Bupreftis, 
Small  honejlies,  Eyebright,  and  Coculus  Panter, 
Double  tongue,  Moly,  and  the  bright  Anthillis, 
Smelling  Clauer,  and  ^thiopis: 

Floramore,  Euphorbium,  and  Efula, 
White  bulbus  violet^  and  Cajfia  fijiula, 
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Phcenix.      By  the  way  fweete  Nature  tell  me  this, 

Is  this  the  Moly  that  is  excellent, 

For  ftrong  enchauntments,  and  the  Adders  hiffe  ? 

Is  this  the  Moly  that  Mercurius  fent 

To  wife  Vfyjfes,  when  he  did  preuent 

The  witchcraft,  and  foule  Circus  damned  charmes. 
That  would  haue  compaft  him  with  twentie  harmes  ? 

Nature,       This  is  the  Moly  growing  in  this  land, 

That  was  reueal'd  by  cunning  Mercurie 

To  great  Vlyjfes,  making  him  withftand 

The  hand  of  Circes  fatall  forcerie. 

That  would  haue  loden  him  with  miferie : 

And  ere  we  paflfe  He  fliew  fome  excellence. 
Of  other  herbs  in  Phifickes  noble  Science. 

There  Mugwort,  Setia  and  Tithimailes^ 

Oke  of  lerufakm^  and  Lyryconfaucie, 

Larkes  fpurrey  Larkes  claw  and  Lentiles, 

Garden  Nigella^  Mill,  and  Pionie, 

Woody  Nightjkade^  Mints,  and  Sentorie, 
Sowbread,  Dragons,  and  Goates  oregan 
Pelemeum,  Hellebore,  and  0/moftd  the  Waterman. 

Firft  of  this  Mugwort  it  did  take  the  name, 
Of  Artemefia  wife  to  Maufolens, 
Where  funne-bred  beautie  did  his  heart  inflame, 
When  (he  was  Queene  of  Helicarnajfus, 
Diana  gaue  the  herbe  this  name  to  vs : 

Becaufe  this  vertue  to  vs  it  hath  lent, 

For  womens  matters  it  is  excellent. 
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And  he  that  fhall  this  herbe  about  him  beare, 

Is  freed  from  hurt  or  daunger  any  way, 

No  poifned  Toade  nor  Serpent  (hall  him  feare, 

As  he  doth  trauell  in  the  Sunne-ftiine  day, 

No  wearineffe  his  limmes  fhall  ought  affay : 

And  if  he  weare  this  Mugwort  at  his  breaft, 
Being  trauelling,  he  nere  (hall  couet  reft 

There  is  blacke  Hellebore  cald  Melampodium, 
Becaufe  an  Arcadian  fhepheard  firft  did  find 
This  wholfome  herbe  Melampus  nam'd  of  fome. 
Which  the  rich  Proetus  daughters  wits  did  bind, 
When  (he  to  extreame  madneffe  was  inclind  : 
It  cured  and  reuiu'd  her  memorie, 
That  was  pofTeft  with  a  continuall  frenzie. 

There  Centrie  in  Greeke  Centaurion, 
That  from  the  Centaure  Chiron  tooke  the  name, 
In  Spaine  tVas  caW  Cintoria  long  agone, 
And  this  much  honor  muft  we  giue  the  fame. 
Wild  Tygers  with  the  leaues  a  man  may  tame : 
Tis  good  for  fmewed  aches,  and  giues  light 
To  the  blacke  miftie  dimneflfe  of  the  fight. 

Fames  golden  glorie  fpreadeth  this  report, 

Vpon  a  day  that  Chiron  was  a  gueft, 

To  arme-ftrong  Hercules  and  did  refort 

Vnto  his  houfe  to  a  moft  fumptuous  feaft. 

And  welcome  was  the  Centaure  mongft  the  refl. 
But  fee  his  lucke,  he  on  his  foote  let  fall. 
Great  Hercuts  fhaft,  and  hurt  himfelfe  withal. 
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A  mightie  arrow  not  for  him  to  weeld, 
The  wound  being  deepe,  and  with  a  venom'd  point, 
To  Deaths  areftment  he  began  to  yeeld, 
And  tliere  with  fundrie  Balmes  they  did  annoint, 
His  wounded  foote  being  ftrucken  through  the  ioynt : 
All  would  not  feme  till  that  an  old  man  brought, 
This  Centaurie  that  eafe  to  him  hath  wrought. 

There's  Ofinond  balepate^  Plebane,  and  Oculus  ChriJH, 
Sleeping  nightfliade,  Salomons  feale,  and  Sampire, 
Sage  of  lerufalem,  and  fweete  Rofnnarie^ 
Great  Pilofella,  Sengreene^  and  Alexander, 
Knights  Milfoile,  Majlicke,  and  Stocke  gillofer. 
Hearts  eafe,  herbe  twopence,  and  Hermodailill, 
Narciffus,  and  the  red  flower  PimpernelL 

Phoenix.      That  word  Nardffus  is  of  force  to  fteale, 
Cold  running  water  from  a  ftony  rocke  : 
Alas  poore  boy  thy  beautie  could  not  heale 
The  wound  that  thou  thyfelfe  too  deepe  didft  locke ; 
Thy  (hadowed  eyes  thy  perfefl  eyes  did  mocke. 
Falfe  beautie  fed  true  beautie  from  the  deepe, 
When  in  the  glaflie  water  thou  didft  pecpe. 

O  Loue  thou  art  imperious  full  of  might, 
And  doft  reuenge  the  crie  difdaining  louer 
His  lookes  to  Ladies  eyes  did  giue  a  light, 
But  pride  of  beautie,  did  his  beautie  fmother, 
Like  him  for  faire  you  could  not  find  another : 
Ah  had  he  lou'd,  and  not  on  Ladies  lower, 
He  neare  had  bene  transformed  to  a  flower. 

This 
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This  is  an  Embleame  for  thofe  painted  faces,  Nature. 

Where  deuine  beautie  refts  her  for  awhile, 

Filling  their  browes  with  ftormes  and  great  difgraces, 

That  on  the  pained  foule  yeelds  not  a  fmile, 

But  puts  true  loue  into  perpetuall  exile : 

Hard  hearted  Soule,  fuch  fortune  light  on  thee, 

That  thou  maid  be  tranform'd  ais  well  as  he. 

Ah  had  the  boy  bene  pliable  to  be  wonne, 

And  not  abufde  his  mome  excelling  face, 

He  might  haue  liu'd  as  beauteous  as  the  Sunne, 

And  to  his  beautie  Ladies  would  giue  place. 

But  O  proud  Boy,  thou  wroughtft  thine  owne  difgrace : 

Thou  lou'ft  thy  felfe,  and  by  the  felfe  fame  loue, 

Didft  thy  deuineffe  to  a  flower  remoue. 

But  to  proceed,  theres  Chrijli  oculus^ 

The  feede  of  this  Horminum  drunke  with  wine, 

Doth  ilirre  a  procurations  heate  in  vs. 

And  to  Libidenous  lulls  makes  men  incline, 

And  mens  vnabie  bodies  doth  refine : 

It  brings  increafe  by  operation, 

And  multipUes  our  generation. 

There's  Garrets^  Cheruile,  and  the  Cucumer, 

Red  Patiens,  Purflane,  and  Gingidium, 

Oxeeie,  Iheepe  killing  Penygraffes,  and  the  golden  flower 

Cuckoe  pintell,  our  Ladies  feaky  and  Sagapinum, 

Tkeophrajbis  violet,  and  Vincetoxicum  : 

Saint  Peters  wort,  and  louely  Ventis  haire. 

And  Squillay  that  keepes  men  from  foule  defpaire. 
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O  this  word  Garrets^  if  a  number  knew 

The  vertue  of  thy  rare  excelling  roote, 

And  what  good  help  to  men  there  doth  enfue, 

They  would  their  lands,  and  their  Hues  fell  to  boote, 

But  thy  fweete  operation  they  would  view : 

Sad  dreaming  Louers  flumbring  in  the  night, 
Would  in  thy  home  working  take  delight 

The  Thracian  Orpheus  whofe  admired  skill 
Infernall  Pluto  once  hath  rauilhed, 
Caufmg  high  Trees  to  daunce  againft  their  will, 
And  vntam'd  Bead  with  Muficks  Harpe  hath  fed, 
And  fiflies  to  the  ftiore  hath  often  led, 

By  his  experience  oftentimes  did  proue, 
This  Roote  procur'd  in  Maides  a  perfeft  loue, 

Purjlam  doth  comfort  the  inflamed  hart, 

And  healeth  the  exulcerated  kidnies  : 

It  (loppeth  all  defluxions  falling  fmart, 

And  when  we  fleepe  expelleth  dreames  and  fancies  : 

It  driues  Imaginations  from  our  eyes. 

The  iuyce  of  Purjlane  hindreth  that  defire 
When  men  to  Veniis  games  would  faine  afpire. 

Theres  Rocket,  lack  by  the  hedge,  and  Latu  in  idlenejfe, 

Knights  water  Sengreene,  and  SHuer  maidenheare, 

Paris  Nauews,  Tomefol^  and  towne  Crejfes, 

Starre  thijile  that  for  many  things  is  deare, 

And  Seia  that  in  Italy  Come  doth  beare : 

Wake-robbuts,  Hyacinth,  and  Hartichacke, 
Letuce  that  mens  fence  afleepe  doth  rocke. 

O  poore 
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O  poore  boy  Hyacintkus  thy  faire  face  Phoenix. 

Of  which  Apollo  was  enamored, 

Brought  thy  lifes  Lord  too  timely  to  that  place. 

Where  playing  with  thee  thou  waft  murdered, 

And  with  thy  bloud  the  grafTe  was  fprinckled  : 

Thy  bodie  was  transformed  in  that  hower, 

Into  a  red  white  mingled  Gilli-flower. 

But  yet  Apollo  wept  when  he  was  flaine.  Nature. 

For  playing  with  him,  cleane  againft  his  will 

He  made  him  breathleffe,  this  procured  his  paine : 

True  loue  doth  feldome  feeke  true  loue  to  kill ; 

O  Loue  thou  many  a£lions  doft  fulfill ! 

Search,  feek,  &  learn  what  things  there  may  be  (hown. 
Then  fay  that  Loues  fweet  fecrets  are  vnknowne. 

And  as  a  token  of  Apolloes  forrow, 

A  filuer  coloured  Lillie  did  appeare, 

The  leaues  his  perfect  fighes  and  teares  did  borrow, 

Which  have  continued  ftill  from  yeare  to  yeare ; 

Which  (hewes  him  louing,  not  to  be  feuere, 

Ai  ai  is  written  as  a  mourning  Dittie, 

Vpon  this  flower  which  (hewes  Apolloes  pittie. 

O  Schoole-boyes  I  will  teach  you  fuch  a  fliift, 
As  will  be  worth  a  Kingdome  when  you  know  it. 
An  herbe  that  hath  a  fecret  hidden  drift. 
To  none  but  Treauants  do  I  meane  to  fhow  it. 
And  all  deepe  read  Phifitions  will  allow  it : 

O  how  you  play  the  wags,  and  faine  would  heare 

Some  fecret  matter  to  allay  your  feare. 
N 


97 


Digitized  by 


Google 


90  A  Dialogue. 

Theres  garden  Rocket,  take  me  but  the  feed, 
When  in  your  Maifters  brow  your  faults  remaine, 
And  when  to  faue  your  felues  there  is  great  need, 
Being  whipt  or  beaten  you  fhall  feel  no  paine, 
Although  the  bloud  your  buttocks  feeme  to  ftaine : 
It  hardneth  fo  the  flefh  and  tender  skin, 
That  what  is  feene  without  comes  not  within. 

The  Father  that  defires  to  haue  a  boy, 

That  may  be  Heire  vnto  his  land  and  liuing. 

Let  his  efpoufed  Loue  drinke  day  by  day, 

Good  ArtichockSy  who  buds  in  Auguft  bring. 

Sod  in  cleare  running  water  of  the  fpring ; 

Wiues  naturall  Conception  it  doth  ftrengthen. 
And  their  declining  life  by  force  doth  lengthen. 

In  Sommer  time,  when  fluggifh  idlenefle 
Doth  haunt  the  bodie  of  a  healthful!  man, 
In  Winter  time  when  a  cold  heauie  flowneffe 
Doth  tame  a  womans  ftrength  do  what  (he  can. 
Making  her  look  both  bloudlefle,  pale  and  wan, 

The  vertue  of  this  Artichocke  is  fuch, 

It  ftirres  them  vp  to  labour  very  much. 

Theres  Sowbread^  Stanworty  and  Starre  of  Hierufalemt 
Bafe  or  flat  Veruine,  and  the  wholefome  Tanfic, 
Go  to  bed  at  noone,  and  Titimalem, 
Hundred  headed  ihijile,  and  tree-clafping  luie^ 
Storks  bill,  gfreat  Stonecrop,  and  feed  of  Canary, 

Dwarf e  gentian,  Snakeweed,  and  fommer  Sauory, 
Bell  rags,  prickly  Boxe,  and  Rafpis  of  Couentry. 

This 
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This  Sowbread  is  an  herbe  that's  perillous, 
For  howfoeuer  this  fame  Roote  be  vfed, 
For  women  growne  with  child  tis  dangerous, 
And  therefore  it  is  good  to  be  refufed  : 
Vnleffe  too  much  they  feeke  to  be  mifufed. 

O  haue  a  care  how  this  you  do  apply, 

Either  in  inward  things  or  outwardly. 

Thofe  that  about  them  carrie  this  fame  Sowbread 

Or  plant  it  in  their  gardens  in  the  Spring, 

If  that  they  onely  ouer  it  do  tread. 

Twill  kill  Ae  iifue  they  about  them  bring, 

When  Mother  LuUabie  with  ioy  (hould  fmg : 

Yet  wanton  fcaping  Maides  perhaps  will  tad. 
This  vnkind  herbe,  and  fnatch  it  up  in  haft. 

Yet  let  me  giue  a  warning  to  you  all, 
Do  not  prefume  too  much  in  dalliance. 
Be  not  Ihort-heeld  with  euery  wind  to  fall : 
The  Eye  of  heauen  perhaps  will  not  difpence 
With  your  rath  fault,  but  plague  your  fowle  offence, 
And  take  away  the  working  and  the  vertue, 
Becaufe  to  him  you  broke  your  promised  dutie. 

Theres  luie,  that  doth  cling  about  the  tree, 
And  with  her  leauie  armes  doth  round  embrace 
The  rotten  hollow  withered  trunke  we  fee. 
That  from  the  maiden  Cijfus  tooke  that  place. 
Grape-crowned  Bacchus  did  this  damzell  grace : 
Loue-piercing  windowes  dazeled  fo  her  eye, 
That  in  Loues  ouer-kmdneffe  (he  did  dye. 
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A  rich-wrought  fumptuous  Banquet  was  prepared, 
Vnto  the  which  the  Gods  were  all  inuited  : 
Amongft  them  all  this  CiJJus  was  infnared, 
And  in  the  fight  of  Bacchus  much  delighted  : 
In  her  faire  bofome  was  true  Loue  vnited, 
'    She  daunc't  and  often  kift  him  with  fuch  mirth, 
That  fudden  ioy  did  ftop  her  vitall  breath. 

Affoone  as  that  the  Nourifher  of  things, 
Our  Grandam  Earth  had  tafted  of  her  bloud, 
From  foorth  her  bodie  a  frefli  Plant  there  fprings, 
And  then  an  luy-cYxmlng  Herbe  there  ftood, 
That  for  the  fluxe  DifTenterie  is  good  : 

For  the  remembrance  of  the'God  of  wine. 
It  therefore  alwaies  clafpes  about  the  Vine. 

There  is  Angellka  or  Dwarfe  Gentian, 
Whofe  roote  being  dride  in  the  hot  (hining  Sunne, 
From  death  it  doth  preferue  the  poyfoned  man, 
Whofe  extreame  torment  makes  his  life  halfe  gone, 
That  from  deaths  mixed  potion  could  not  (hunne : 
No  Peftilence  nor  no  infeftious  aire, 
Shall  do  him  hurt,  or  caufe  him  to  difpaire. 

Theres  Carduus  benediSlus  cald  the  Blejfed  thijlky 
Nejwort,  Peniroyally  and  AJlrolochia^ 
Yellow  Wolfs-banCy  and  Rofe-fmelling  Bramble, 
Our  Ladies  Bedjlraw,  Brookelime,  and  Lunaria, 
Cifique  foile,  Cats  tailCy  and  Crejjfe  Sciatica, 
HolliAockes,  Mou/eare,  and  Pety  Morrell 
Sage,  Scorpiades,  and  the  garden  sorrelL 
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Firft  of  the  Ne/ewort,  it  doth  driue  away, 
And  poyfoneth  troublefome  Mice  and  long-tail'd  Rats, 
And  being  fod  in  milke,  it  doth  deftroy 
Bees,  Wafpes,  or  Flies,  and  litle  dinging  Gnats : 
It  killeth  Dogs,  and  reft  difturbing  Cats, 
Boyled  with  vineger  it  doth  affwage 
The  ach  proceeding  from  the  tooths  hot  rage. 

Sage  is  an  herbe  for  health  preferuatiue, 

It  doth  expell  from  women  barrennefle : 

Otitis  faith,  it  makes  the  child  to  liue, 

Whofe  new-knit  loynis  are  full  of  feebleneflc, 

And  comforteth  the  mothers  wearineffe : 
Adding  a  liuely  fpirit,  that  doth  good 
Vnto  the  painefuU  labouring  wiues  flcke  bloud. 

In  Egypt  when  a  great  mortalitie, 

And  killing  Feftilence  did  infe£l  the  Land, 

Making  the  people  die  innumerablie, 

The  plague  being  ceaft,  the  women  out  of  hand 

Did  drinke  of  iuyce  of  Sage  continually, 

That  made  them  to  increafe  and  multiply. 
And  bring  foorth  ftore  of  children  prefently. 

This  herbe  Lunaria^  if  a  horfe  do  grafe 

Within  a  medow  where  the  fame  doth  grow. 

And  ouer  it  doth  come  with  gentle  pace, 

Hauing  a  horflocke  at  his  foote  below, 

As  many  haue,  that  fauegard  we  do  know, 
It  openeth  the  Locke,  and  makes  it  fall, 
Defpight  the  barre  that  it  is  lockt  withall. 
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Theres  StandergraSy  Hares  ballockesy  or  great  Orchis^ 
Prouoketh  VenuSy  and  procureth  fport, 
It  helpes  the  weakned  body  that's  amiflfey 
And  fals  away  in  a  confumptuous  fort, 
It  heales  the  He£lique  feauer  by  report : 

But  the  dried  fhriueld  roote  being  withered, 

Hindreth  the  vertue  we  haue  vttered. 

If  Man  of  the  great  fpringing  rootes  doth  eate, 

Being  in  matrimoniall  copulation, 

Male  children  of  his  wife  he  fhall  beget, 

This  fpeciall  vertue  hath  the  operation, 

If  Women  make  the  withered  rootes  their  meate, 
Faire  louely  Daughters,  affable,  and  wife, 
From  their  fre(h  fpringing  loines  there  fhall  arife. 

There's  RofemarUf  the  Arabians  iuftifie, 

{Phijitions  of  exceeding  perfeft  skill,) 

It  comforteth  the  braine  and  Memorie, 

And  to  the  inward  fence  giues  ftrength  at  will. 

The  head  with  noble  knowledge  it  doth  fill. 

Conferues  thereof  reftores  the  fpeech  being  loft, 
And  makes  a  perfect  Tongue  with  little  coft. 

Theres  Dwale  or  Night/hade^  tis  a  fatall  plant, 
It  bringeth  men  into  a  deadly  fleepe. 
Then  Rage  and  Anger  doth  their  fenfes  haunt. 
And  like  mad  Aiax{hey  a  coile  do  keepe, 
Till  leane-fac'd  Death  into  their  heart  doth  creepe, 
In  Almaine  graue  experience  hath  vs  tought. 
This  wicked  herbe  for  manie  things  is  nought 
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Oke  of  lerufalem  being  throughly  dried, 
And  laid  in  prefTes  where  your  clothes  do  He, 
No  Mothes  or  venome  mongft  them  (hall  abide, 
It  makes  them  fmell  fo  odoriferoufly. 
That  it  doth  kill  them  all  immediately : 

It  helpes  the  breaft  that's  (lopped  with  corruption, 

And  giues  mans  breath  (it  operation. 

Bleft  be  our  mother  Earth  that  nouri(heth,  Pfuenix. 

In  her  rich  womb  the  feede  of  Times  increafe, 

And  by  her  vertue  all  things  (Iouri(heth, 

When  from  her  bofome  (he  doth  them  releafe. 

But  are  their  Plants  and  Trees  in  this  faire  He, 
Where  Floras  fweete  fpread  garden  feemes  to  fmile  ? 

As  plentifuU  vnto  thefe  Ilanders,  Nature. 

Are  the  fruit-bearing  Trees,  as  be  the  Flowers : 
And  to  the  chiefeft  Lords  that  are  commanders, 
They  feme  as  pleafant  ouer-(hading  bowers, 

To  banquet  in  the  day,  and  fport  being  late, 

And  moft  of  them  I  meane  to  nominate. 

Ther's  the  great  fturdie  Oke  and  fpreading  Vine^ 

Vnder  whofe  branches  Bacckus  vfd'  to  (leepe. 

The  Rofe-tree  and  the  loftie  bearing  Pine, 

That  feemes  (h&ng  toucht  with  wind^  full  oft  to  weepe, 

The  Hawthorne,  Chrijls-ihome  and  the  Rofemary, 

The  Tantariske,  Willow,  and  the  Almond-tree. 

The  moft  chaft  tree,  that  Cha(lne(re  doth  betoken, 
The  HoUykolmey  the  Corke  and  Goo/eberrie, 
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That  neuer  with  tempeftuous  ftormes  is  (hooken, 

The  Oliue,  Philbert,  and  the  Barberie, 

The  MaJHcke  tree  whofe  liquid  gumme  being  dride^ 
Is  good  for  them  that  Rheume  hath  terrified. 

Theres  ludas  tree,  fo  cal'd  becaufe  that  lew^ 
That  did  betray  the  innocent  Lambe  of  God, 
There  firft  of  all  his  forrowes  to  renew,    • 
Did  hang  himfelfe,  plagu'd  with  a  heauy  rod, 
A  iuft  reward  for  fuch  an  vniuft  flaue, 
That  would  betray  his  Maifter  to  the  graue. 

Theres  AJk-tree^  Maple,  and  the  Sycamore, 
Pomegranate,  Apricockes  and  lunipere : 
The  Turpentine  that  fweet  iuyce  doth  deplore, 
The  Quince,  the  Peare-tree,  and  the  young  mans  Medlar, 
The  Fig-tree,  Orenge,  and  the  fweet  moifl  Lemmon, 
The  Nutmeg,  Plum-tree,  and  the  louely  Cytron. 

Now  for  the  Mirtle  tree,  it  beares  the  name, 

Being  once  the  gods  Pallas  beft  beloued, 

Of  Merjin  the  younge  fair  At/tenian  Dame, 

Becaufe  in  afliueneffe  {he  much  excelled  : 
The  luftie  young  men  o(  Athenia, 
She  ftill  was  honoured  of  the  wife  Minerua. 

Who  willing  her  at  Tilt  and  Tournament, 
At  running,  vaulting,  and  Aftiuitie, 
And  other  exercife  of  gouernement, 
Not  to  be  abfent  from  her  Deitie : 

Becaufe  that  (he  as  ludge  might  giue  the  Crowne, 

And 
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And  garland  to  the  Viftors  great  renowne. 

But  no  forepaffed  age  was  free  from  Enuie^ 

That  fpitefull  honor-crazing  enemy : 

For  on  a  time  giuing  the  equall  glorie 

To  him  that  wan  it  moft  deferuedly. 

The  vanquiflier  in  furie  much  difpleafed, 
Slue  Merfin  whom  the  Goddeffe  fauoured. 

Pallas  offended  with  their  crueltie, 

Did  gratefully  reuenge  her  Maidens  death, 

Transforming  her  into  a  Mirtle  tree, 

Sweetly  to  flourifti  in  the  lower  earth : 

The  berries  are  a  meanes  for  to  redreffe 
(IBeii^  decofted^  fwolne-fac'd  Drunkenneffe. 

The  ftormie  Winters  greene  remaining  Bay 
Was  Dapkney  Laden  and  the  Earths  faire  daughter, 
Whom  wife  Apollo  haunted  in  the  day, 
Till  at  the  length  by  chaunce  alas  he  caught  her : 
O  if  fuch  faults  were  in  the  Gods  aboue, 
Blame  not  poore  filly  men  if  they  do  loue. 

But  (he  not  able  (almoft  out  of  breath^ 

For  to  refift  the  wife  Grods  humble  fute, 

Made  her  petition  to  her  mother  Earth, 

That  (he  would  fuccour  her,  and  make  her  mute : 
The  Earth  being  glad  to  eafe  her  miferie, 
Did  fwallow  her,  and  turn'd  her  to  a  Bay  tree. 

Apollo  being  amazed  at  this  fight, 
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Named  it  Daphne  for  his  Daphnes  honour, 
Twifting  a  Garland  to  his  hearts  delight, 
And  on  his  head  did  weare  it  as  a  fauour : 
And  to  this  day  the  Bay  trees  memorie 
Remaines  as  token  of  true  Prophefie. 

Some  of  the  heathen,  men  of  opinion, 
Suppofe  the  greene-leau'd  Bay  tree  can  refift 
Inchauntments,  fpirites,  and  iilufion, 
And  make  them  feeme  as  fhadowes  in  a  mid, 
This  tree  is  dedicate  onely  to  the  Sunne, 
Becaufe  her  vertue  from  his  vice  begonne. 

The  MofeAx^t,  hath  fuch  great  large  fpreading  leaues. 
That  you  may  wrap  a  child  of  twelue  months  old 
In  one  of  them,  vnleffe  the  truth  deceaues. 
For  fo  our  Herborijls  haue  truly  told  : 
By  that  great  Citie  Aleph  in  AJfyria^ 
This  tree  was  found  hard  by  Venetia. 

The  fruite  hereof  (the  Greekes  and  Chrijliafis) 

That  do  remaine  in  that  large-fpreading  Citie, 

The  misbeleeuing  lewes  and  Perfians^ 

Hold  this  opinion  for  a  certaintie : 
Adam  did  eate  in  liuely  Paradife, 
That  wrapt  mans  free-borne  foules  in  miferies. 

Phctnix.      Thefe  trees,  thefe  plants,  and  this  defcription. 
Of  their  fweete  liquid  gums  that  are  diftilling. 
Are  to  be  held  in  eftimation. 
For  faire-fac'd  Tellus  glorie  is  excelling : 

But 
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But  what  white  siluer'd  rich  refembling  plaine, 
Is  that  where  wooddie  moouing  trees  remaine  ? 

That  is  the  watry  kingdome  of  Nepiunus,  Nature. 

Where  his  high  wood-made  Towers  dayly  flote, 

Bearing  the  title  of  Oceanus, 

As  hony-fpeaking  Poets  oft  do  quote : 

And  as  the  branches  fpreading  from  the  tree, 

So  do  the  Riuers  grace  this  louely  Countrie. 

Wherein  is  bread  for  mans  fweete  nourifliment, 
Filhes  of  fundry  forts  and  diuerfe  natures, 
That  the  inhabitants  doth  much  content, 
As  a  relieuement  to  all  mortall  creatures, 

But  for  to  make  you  perfeft  what  they  be, 

I  wiU  relate  them  to  you  orderly. 

There  fwimmes  the  gentle  Prawne  and  Pickerell^ 

A  great  deuourer  of  fmall  little  iifh, 

The  Puffin,  Sole,  and  Sommer  louing  Mackrell, 

In  feafon  held  for  a  high  Ladies  difli : 

The  bigge  bon'd  Whale,  of  whom  the  skilfuU  Marriner, 
Sometimes  God  knowes  ftands  in  a  mightie  terrour. 

The  muficke-louing  Dolphin  here  doth  fwimme, 
That  brought  Arum  on  his  backe  to  fhore, 
And  ftayd  a  long  while  at  the  Seas  deepe  brimme, 
To  hear  him  play,  in  nature  did  deplore, 

As  being  loth  to  leaue  him,  but  at  laft 

Headlong  himfelfe  into  the  Sea  he  cad. 
O  2 
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Here  fwimmes  the  Ray^  the  Sea-calf e  and  the  Porpoifi, 
That  doth  betoken  raine  or  ftormes  of  weather, 
The  Sea-horfe^  Sea-hound,  and  the  wide-mouth'd  Plaicey 
A  Spitchcokey  Stocke-fi/h,  and  the  Utle  PilcheTy 
Whofe  onely  moiflure  preft  by  cunning  Art, 
Is  good  for  thofe  troubled  with  Aches  fmart. 

Here  fwimmes  the  Shady  the  Spitfijhy  and  the  Spurting, 
The  Thomebackiy  Turboty  and  the  PerewincUy 
The  Twine,  the  Trauty  the  Scallopy  and  the  Whiting, 
The  Scate,  the  Roch,  the  Tench  and  pretie  WrincU : 
The  Purple-fijhy  whofe  liquor  vfually, 
A  violet  colour  on  the  cloth  doth  die. 

Here  fwimmes  the  Pearch,  the  Cuttle  and  the  Stocke-fifh, 
That  with  a  wooden  ftaffe  is  often  beaten, 
The  Crab,  the  Pearchy  which  poore  men  alwayes  wifh, 
The  Ruffcy  the  Piper  good  for  to  be  eaten  : 

The  Barbell  that  three  times  in  euery  yeare, 
Her  natural  young  ones  to  the  waues  doth  beare. 

Phosfiix,       His  great  deuine  Omnipotence  is  mightie, 
That  rides  vpon  the  Heauens  axeltree, 
That  by  increafe  amongfft  vs  fends  fuch  plentie, 
If  to  his  Mightineffe  grateful  we  will  be : 

But  ftubborne  necked  lewes  do  him  prouoke, 
Till  he  do  loade  them  with  a  heauie  yoke. 

Nature.       Truth  haue  you  faid  ;  but  I  will  here  expreffe 
The  richefle  of  the  Earths  hid  fecrecie, 
The  fait  Seas  vnfeene,  vnknowne  worthineffe, 
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That  yeelds  vs  precious  ftones  innumerably, 
The  rareneffe  of  their  vertue  fit  for  Kings, 
And  fuch  this  countrie  climate  often  brings. 

Herein  is  found  the  Amatiji,  and  Abejioney 
The  Topaze,  Turches,  and  Gelatia^ 
The  Adamant,  Dioni/e,  and  Calcedon^ 
The  Berill,  Marble  and  Elutropia, 

The  Rubyy  Saphire,  and  AJierites, 

The  lacinthf  Sardonix,  and  ArgiriUs. 

The  Stnaragd,  CarbuncUy  and  Aldblajier, 
CamelliSy  Crufopajfe,  and  Corrall: 
The  fparkling  Diamond,  and  the  louely  lafper. 
The  Margarite,  Lodejioney  and  the  bright-ey'd  Chryjlall, 
Ligurius,  Oniz,  Niirum,  and  Gdgates, 
AbfifioSf  Amatites,  and  the  good  AcJiates, 

Here  in  this  Hand  are  there  mines  of  Gold, 
Mines  of  SUuer^  Iron,  Tinne  and  Lead, 
That  by  the  labouring  workman  we  behold : 
And  mines  of  Brajfe,  that  in  the  Earth  is  fed, 

The  ftone  Lipparia,  Galadites,  and  Panteron, 

Enidros,  Iris,  Dracontites,  and  AJlrion. 

The  Adamant,  a  hard  obdurate  ftone, 

Inuincible,  and  not  for  to  be  broken. 

Being  placed  neare  a  great  bigge  barre  of  Iron, 

This  vertue  hath  it,  as  a  fpeciall  token, 

The  Lodejhne  hath  no  power  to  draw  away 
The  Iron  barre,  but  in  one  place  doth  ftay. 
03 
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Yet  with  a  Goates  warme,  frefli  and  liuely  blood, 
This  Adamant  doth  breake  and  riue  in  funder, 
That  manie  mightie,  huge  ftrokes  hath  withftood : 
But  I  will  tell  you  of  a  greater  wonder, 

It  reconciles  the  womans  loue  being  loft, 
And  giueth  proofe  of  Chaftneffe  without  coft. 

The  purple  coloured  Amatiji  doth  preuaile 

Againft  the  wit-opprefling  Drunkenneffe, 

If  euill  Cogitations  do  aflaile 

Thy  fleepie  thoughts  wrapt  vp  in  heauineffe, 

It  foone  will  driue  them  from  thy  minds  difturbing, 
And  temporize  thy  braine  that  is  offending. 

The  white-veind  enterlin'd  ftone  Achates, 
Befpotted  here  and  there  with  fpots  Uke  blood, 
Makes  a  man  gracious  in  the  peoples  eyes. 
And  for  to  cleare  the  fight  is  pafling  good : 

It  remedieth  the  place  that's  venemous. 

And  in  the  fire  fmels  odoriferous. 

The  Gemme  Amatites  hath  this  qualitie, 

Let  a  man  touch  his  vefture  with  the  fame, 

And  it  refifteth  fier  mightily : 

The  vertue  dotli  the  force  of  burning  tame. 
And  afterwards  caft  in  the  fiers  light, 
Bumes  not  at  all,  but  then  it  feemes  moft  bright 

The  faire  ftone  Berrill  is  fo  precious, 
That  mightie  men  do  hold  it  verie  rare  : 
It  frees  a  man  from  adlions  perillous. 

If 
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If  of  his  lifes  deare  blood  he  haue  a  care, 

And  now  and  then  being  put  into  the  Eyes, 
Defends  a  man  from  all  his  enemies. 

The  ftone  Ceranicum  fpotted  ore  with  blue, 
Being  fafe  and  chaftly  borne  within  the  hand, 
Thunders  hote  raging  cracks  that  do  enfue 
It  doth  expell,  and  Lightnings  doth  withftand, 

Defending  of  the  houfe  that  many  keepe. 

And  is  effefluall  to  bring  men  afleepe. 

The  Diamond  the  worlds  reflefting  eye, 
The  Diamond  the  heauens  bright  fhining  ftarre, 
The  Diamond  the  earths  moft  pureft  glorie : 
And  with  the  Diamond  no  Stone  can  compare ; 

She  teacheth  men  to  fpeake,  and  men  to  loue, 

If  all  her  rareft  vertues  you  will  proue. 

The  Diamond  taught  Muficke  firft  his  cunning, 

The  Diamond  taught  Poetry  her  skill, 

The  Diamond  gaue  Lawyers  firft  their  learning, 

Arithmeticke  the  Diamond  taught  at  will : 

She  teacheth  all  Arts :  for  within  her  eye, 
The  knowledge  of  the  world  doth  fafely  lye. 

Dradocos  is  a  ftone  that's  pale  and  wan, 

It  brings  to  fome  men  thoughts  fantafticall : 

It  being  layd  vpon  a  cold  dead  Man, 

Lofeth  the  vertue  it  is  grac'd  withall ; 

Wherefore  tis  called  the  moft  holy  ftone : 
For,  whereas  Death  frequenteth  it  is  gone. 
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Achites  is  in  colour  violet, 

Found  on  the  Bankes  of  this  delightfome  place, 

Both  male  and  female  in  this  Land  we  get : 

Whofe  vertue  doth  the  Princely  Eagle  grace ; 
For  being  borne  by  her  into  her  neft, 
She  bringeth  foorth  her  young  ones  with  much  reft. 

This  ftone  being  bound  faft  to  a  womans  fide, 
Within  whofe  pureft  wombe  her  child  is  lying, 
Doth  haften  child-birth,  and  doth  make  her  bide 
But  litle  paine,  her  humours  is  releafing. 
If  anie  one  be  guiltie  of  Deceit, 
This  ftone  will  caufe  him  to  forfake  his  meate. 

Enidros  is  the  ftone  that's  alwayes  fweating, 

Diftilling  liquid  drops  continually  : 

And  yet  for  all  his  daily  moifture  melting, 

It  keepes  the  felfe  fame  bigneffe  ftedfaftly : 
It  neuer  leffeneth,  nor  doth  fall  away. 
But  in  one  ftedfaft  perfeftneffe  doth  ftay. 

Perpetuifleius  lachryfnas  dijlillat  Enidros^ 
Qui  velut  ex  pleni  fontis  fcaturigine  manat. 

Gagates  fmelling  like  to  Frankenfence, 
Being  left  whereas  the  poifnous  Serpents  breed, 
Driues  them  away,  and  doth  his  force  commence, 
Making  this  beaft  on  barren  plaines  to  feed. 

And  there  to  ftarue  and  pine  away  for  meate, 
Becaufe  being  there  he  finds  no  foode  to  eate. 

This  ftone  being  put  in  a  faire  womans  drinke, 
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Will  teftifie  her  pure  Vii^ginitie, 

A  moft  rare  thing  that  fome  men  neuer  thinke, 

Yet  you  fhall  giue  your  iugdement  eafily, 
For  if  fhe  make  her  water  prefently, 
Then  hath  this  Woman  loft  her  honeftie. 

The  lacinth  is  a  neighbour  to  the  Saphire^ 
That  doth  transforme  it  felfe  to  fundrie  fights, 
Sometimes  tis  blacke  and  cloudie,  fometimes  cle 
And  from  the  mutable  ayre  borrowes  lights : 
It  griueth  ftrength  and  vigor  in  his  kind, 
And  faire  fweete  quiet  fleepe  brings  to  the  m 

Radiates  being  clearely  coloured, 

Borne  about  one  doth  make  him  eloquent, 

And  in  great  honour  to  be  fauoured, 

If  he  do  vfe  it  to  a  good  intent, 

Foule  venemous  Serpents  it  doth  bring  in  awe, 
And  cureth  paine  and  griefe  about  the  mawe. 

The  iron-drawing  Lode-ftone  if  you  fet 
Within  a  veflell,  either  Gold  or  Brafle, 
And  place  a  peece  of  Iron  vnder  it, 
Of  fome  indifferent  fize  or  fmalleft  compaffe, 

The  Lodeftone  on  the  top  will  caufe  it  moue, 

And  by  his  vertue  meete  with  it  aboue. 

The  Meade  ftone  coloured  like  the  graflie  greene, 
Much  gentle  eafe  vnto  the  Goute  hath  donne. 
And  helpeth  thofe  being  troubled  with  the  Spleene, 
Mingled  with  Womans  milke  bearing  a  Sonne : 
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It  remedi'th  the  wit-affailing  Frenzie, 
And  purgeth  the  fad  mind  of  Melancholie. 

The  ftone  Orites  fpotted  ore  with  white, 

Being  worne,  or  hung  about  a  womans  necke, 

Prohibiteth  Conception  and  Delight, 

And  the  child-bearing  wombe  by  force  doth  checke : 
Or  elfe  it  haft'neth  her  deliuerie, 
And  makes  the  birth  vnperfeft  and  vntimely. 

Skie  coloured  Saphire  Kings  and  Princes  weare, 

Being  held  mod  precious  in  their  iudging  fight : 

The  verie  touch  of  this  doth  throughly  cure 

The  Carbuncles  enraging  hatefuU  fpight : 
It  doth  delight  and  recreate  the  Eyes, 
And  all  bafe  grofleneffe  it  doth  quite  defpife. 

If  in  a  boxe  you  put  an  inuenomd  Spider, 
Whofe  poifonous  operation  is  annoying. 
And  on  the  boxes  top  lay  the  true  Saphire^ 
The  vertue  of  his  power  ftiewes  vs  his  cunning, 

He  vanquiflieth  the  Spider,  leaues  him  dead, 

And  to  Apollo-  now  is  confecrated. 

The  frefli  greene  coloured  Smaragd  doth  excell 

All  Trees,  Boughs,  Plants,  and  new  frefli  fpringing  Leaues : 

The  hote  reflefting  Sunne  can  neuer  quell 

His  vertue,  that  no  eyefight  ere  deceiues, 

But  ore  faire  Phoebus  glorie  it  triumpheth, 
And  the  dimme  duskie  Eyes  it  poliflieth. 
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The  valiant  Cafar  tooke  his  chiefe  delight, 
By  looking  on  the  Sfiapov^  excellence, 
To  fee  his  Ramane  fouldiers  how  they  fight, 
And  view  what  wards  they  had  for  their  defence, 

And  who  exceld  in  perfeft  chiualrie, 

And  nobleft  bore  himfelfe  in  viftorie. 

This  Stone  doth  feme  to  Diuination, 

To  tell  of  things  to  come,  and  things  being  pad, 

And  mongft  vs  held  in  eftimation, 

Giuing  the  ficke  mans  meat  a  gentle  tail : 

If  things  fhall  be,  it  keepes  in  the  Mind, 

If  not,  foigetfulnefle  our  Eyes  doth  blind. 

The  Turches  being  wome  in  a  Ring, 

If  any  Gentleman  hath  caufe  to  ride, 

Supports,  and  doth  fuftaine  him  from  all  falling, 

Or  hurting  of  him  felfe  what  ere  betide : 
And  ere  he  fuffer  anie  fearefuU  danger, 
Will  fall  it  felfe,  and  breake,  and  burft  a  funder. 

Thefe  wondrous  things  of  Nature  to  mens  eares  Phcmix. 

Will  almoft  prove  (fweete  Nature)  incredible, 

But  by  Times  ancient  record  it  appeares, 

Thefe  hidden  fecrets  to  be  memorable  : 

For  his  diuinelTe  that  hath  wrought  this  wonder, 
Rules  men  and  beads,  the  lightning  and  the  thunder. 

For  the  worlds  blindnelTe  and  opinion,  Nature, 

I  care  not  Phcenix,  they  are  misbeleeuing, 
And  if  their  eyes  trie  not  conclufion, 
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They  will  not  truft  a  ftrangers  true  reporting. 

With  Beads  and  Birds  I  will  conclude  my  ftorie. 
And  to  that  All-in-all  yeeld  perfefl  glorie. 

In  yonder  woodie  groue  and  fertile  plaine, 

Remaines  the  Leopard  and  the  watrie  Badger^ 

The  Bugle  or  wild  Oxe  doth  there  remaine, 

The  Onocentaure  and  the  cruell  Tyger^ 

The  Dromidary  and  the  princely  Lum, 

The  Bore,  the  Elephant,  and  the  poifnous  Dragon. 

The  ftrong  neck'd  -5«i/that  neuer  felt  the  yoke, 
The  Cat,  the  Dog,  the  Wolfe,  and  cruell  Viper, 
The  lurking  Hare  that  pretie  fport  prouokes, 
The  Goatebucke,  Hedgehogge,  and  the  fwiftfoote  Panther, 
The  Horfe,  Cameleopard  and  ftrong  pawd  Beare, 
The  Ape,  the  Affe,  and  the  moft  fearefuU  Deare. 

The  Moufe,  the  Mule,  the  Sow  and  Salamander^ 

That  from  the  burning  fire  cannot  liue, 

The  Weafell,  Cammell  and  the  hunted  Beauer, 

That  in  purfute  away  his  ftones  doth  giue : 
The  Stellio,  Camelion  and  Vnicome, 
That  doth  expell  hot  poifon  with  his  Home. 

The  cruell  Beare  in  her  conception, 

Brings  forth  at  firft  a  thing  that's  indigeft, 

A  lump  of  flefli  without  all  fafliion. 

Which  fhe  by  often  licking  brings  to  reft, 
Making  a  formal  body  good  and  found, 
Which  often  in  this  Iland  we  have  found. 
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Hie  format  lingua  fcetum^  queni  proiulit  Vr/a, 

The  great  wild  Bore  of  nature  terrible, 

With  two  ftrong  Tuflies  for  his  Armorie, 

Sometimes  affailes  the  Beare  moft  horrible, 

And  twixt  them  is  a  fight  both  fierce  and  deadly : 
He  hunteth  after  Marioram  and  Organicy 
Which  as  a  whetftone  doth  his  need  fupplie. 

The  Bugle  or  wild  Oxe  is  neuer  tam'd, 
But  with  an  iron  ring  put  through  his  fnout, 
That  of  fome  perfeft  ftrength  muft  needs  be  fram'd, 
Then  may  you  leade  him  all  the  world  about : 
The  Huntfmen  find  him  hung  within  a  tree, 
Faft  by  the  homes  and  then  thy  vfe  no  pittie. 

The  CatneU  is  of  nature  flexible, 
For  when  a  burden  on  his  backe  is  bound. 
To  eafe  the  labourer,  he  is  knowne  moft  gentle. 
For  why  he  kneeleth  downe  vpon  the  ground  : 

Suffering  the  man  to  put  it  off  or  on. 

As  it  feemes  beft  in  his  difcretion. 

They  liue  fome  fiftie  or  fome  hundred  yeares, 
And  can  remaine  from  water  full  foure  dayes, 
And  moft  delight  to  drinke  when  there  appeares, 
A  muddie  fpring  that's  troubled  many  wayes : 
Between  them  is  a  naturall  honeft  care. 
If  one  conioyneth  with  his  Damme,  tis  rare. 

The  Dragon  is  a  poifnous  venom'd  beaft, 
P  3 


117 


Digitized  by 


Google 


no  A  Dialogue. 

With  whom  the  Elephant  is  at  enmitie, 
And  in  contention  they  do  neuer  reft, 
Till  one  hath  flaine  the  other  cruelly : 

The  Dragon  with  the  Elephant  tries  a  fall, 

And  being  vnder  he  is  flaine  withalL 

The  bunch-backt,  big-bon'd,  fwift-foote  Dromidary 
Of  Dromas  the  Greeke  word  borrowing  the  name, 
For  his  quicke  flying  fpeedy  property : 
Which  eafily  thefe  countreymen  do  tame, 

Her  go  a  hundredth  miles  within  one  day. 

And  neuer  feeke  in  any  place  to  ftay. 

The  Dogge  a  naturall,  kind,  and  louing  thing, 
As  witnefleth  our  Hiftories  of  old  : 
Their  maifter  dead,  the  poore  foole  with  lamenting 
Doth  kill  himfelfe  before  accounted  bold : 

And  would  defend  his  maifter  if  he  might, 

When  cruelly  his  foe  begins  to  fight. 

The  Elephant  with  tuflies  luorie, 

Is  a  great  friend  to  man  as  he  doth  trauell : 

The  Dragon  hating  man  moft  fpitefully, 

The  Elephant  doth  with  the  Dragon  quarell : 
And  twixt  them  two  is  a  moft  deadly  ftrife. 
Till  that  the  man  be  paft,  and  fau'd  his  life. 

The  Elephant  feene  in  Aftronomy, 
Will  euery  month  play  the  Phifition  : 
Taking  delight  his  cunning  for  to  try, 
Giuing  himfelfe  a  fweete  purgation, 
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And  to  the  running  fprings  himfelfe  addreffe, 
And  in  the  fame  wafli  off  his  fiithineffe, 

The  Gote-bucke  is  a  beaft  lafciuious, 

And  giuen  much  to  filthy  venerie ;, 

Apt  and  prone  to  be  contentious, 

Seeking  by  craft  to  kill  his  enemy : 

His  bloud  being  warme  fuppleth  the  Adamant, 
That  neither  fire  or  force  could  euer  daunt. 

The  HedgJwgge  hath  a  fharpe  quicke  thomed  garment, 
That  on  his  backe  doth  feme  him  for  defence : 
He  can  prefage  the  winds  incontinent, 
And  hath  good  knowledge  in  the  difference 

Betweene  the  Southeme  and  the  Northren  wind, 

Thefe  vertues  are  allotted  him  by  kind. 

Whereon  in  Conjlaniinople  that  great  City, 
A  marchant  in  his  garden  gaue  one  nourifhment : 
By  which  he  knew  the  winds  true  certainty, 
Becaufe  the  Hedgehogge  gaue  him  iuft  prefagement : 
Apples,  or  peares,  or  grapes,  fuch  is  his  meate, 
Which  on  his  backe  he  caries  for  to  eate. 

The  fpotted  Linx  in  face  much  like  a  Lyan^ 
His  vrine  is  of  fuch  a  qualitie, 
In  time  it  turneth  to  a  precious  ftone, 
Called  Ligarius  for  his  property : 

He  hateth  man  fo  much,  that  he  doth  hide 

His  vrine  in  the  earth,  not  to  be  fpide. 
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The  princely  Lion  King  of  forreft-Kings, 

And  chiefe  Commaunder  of  the  Wilderaefle, 

At  whofe  faire  feete  all  Beads  lay  downe  their  offringSy 

Yeelding  alleageance  to  his  worthineffe : 

His  ftrength  remaineth  moft  within  his  head, 

His  vertue  in  his  heart  is  compared. 

He  neuer  wrongs  a  man,  nor  hurts  his  pray, 

If  they  will  yeeld  fubmifsiue  at  his  feete, 

He  knoweth  when  the  Lionejfe  playes  falfe  play, 

If  in  all  kindneffe  he  his  loue  do  meete : 

He  doth  defend  the  poore  and  innocent, 
And  thofe  that  cruel-hearted  Beads  haue  rent 

Then  is't  not  pittie  that  the  craftie  Foxe, 
The  rauenous  WolfCy  the  Tyger,  and  the  Beare^ 
The  flow-pad-duU-brain'd  heauie  Oxe, 
Should  driue  fo  good  a  date-to  ouerweare  ? 

The  Lion  fleepes  and  laughes  to  fee  them  driue, 

But  in  the  end  leaues  not  a  bead  aliue. 

The  Onocentaur  is  a  mondrous  bead ; 
Suppofed  halfe  a  man  and  halfe  an  afie, 
That  neuer  ihuts  his  eyes  in  quiet  red, 
Till  he  his  foes  deare  life  hath  round  encompad, 

Such  were  the  Centaures  in  their  tyrannie. 

That  liu'd  by  humane  flefli  and  villanie. 

The  Stellio  is  a  bead  that  takes  his  breath. 
And  liueth  by  the  deaw  thats  heauenly, 
Taking  his  Food  and  Spirit  of  the  earth, 
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And  fo  maintaines  his  life  in  chaftitie, 

He  takes  delight  to  counterfeit  all  colours. 
And  yet  for  all  this  he  is  venimous. 

Tis  ftrange  to  heare  fuch  perfeft  difference, 
In  all  things  that  his  Mightineffe  hath  fram'd 
Tis  ftrange  to  heare  their  manner  of  defence, 
Amongft  all  creatures  that  my  Nurfe  hath  nam'd : 
Are  there  no  Wormes  nor  Serpents  to  be  found 
In  this  fweete  fmelling  He  and  fruitful  ground  ? 

Within  a  little  comer  towards  the  Eaft, 
A  moorilh  plot  of  earth  and  dampifh  place. 
Some  creeping  Wormes  and  Serpents  vfe  to  reft, 
And  in  a  manner  doth  this  bad  ground  grace : 
It  is  vnpeopled  and  vnhabited, 
For  there  with  poifonous  ayre  they  are  fed 

Here  liues  the  Worme^  the  Gnat  and  Grajhopper^ 
Rinatrixy  Lizard^  and  the  fruitfuU  Bee, 
The  Mothe^  Chelidras^  and  the  Bloodfucker, 
That  from  the  fle(h  fuckes  bloud  moft  fpeedily : 
Ceraftis,  A/pis  and  the  Crocodile^ 
That  doth  the  way-faring  paffenger  b^fuile. 

The  labouring  Ant^  and  the  befpeckled  Adder, 
The  Frogge^  the  Tode,  and  Sommer-haunting  Flie^ 
The  prettie  Silkeworme,  and  the  poifnous  Viper, 
That  with  his  teeth  doth  wound  moft  cruelly : 
The  Hornet  and  the  poifonous  Cockatrice, 
That  kills  all  birds  by  a  moft  (lie  deuice. 
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The  Afpis  is  a  kind  of  deadly  Snake, 

He  hurts  moft  perillous  with  venom'd  fting, 

And  in  purfute  doth  neare  his  foe  forfake, 

But  flaies  a  Man  with  poyfnous  venoming  : 

Betweene  the  male  and  female  is  fuch  loue, 
As  is  betwixt  the  moft  kind  Turtle  doue. 

This  is  the  Snake  that  Cleopatra  vfed, 

The  Egyptian  Queene  belou'd  of  Anthony, 

That  with  her  breafts  deare  bloud  was  nourifhed, 

Making  her  die  (faire  foule)  moft  patiently, 
Rather  than  Ccefars  g^eat  viftorious  hand, 
Should  triumph  ore  the  Queene  of  fuch  a  land. 

The  Lizard  is  a  kind  of  louing  creature, 

Efpecially  to  man  he  is  a  friend : 

This  property  is  giuen  him  by  nature. 

From  dangerous  beafts  poore  Man  he  doth  defend  : 
For  being  fleepy  he  all  fence  forfaketh. 
The  Lizard  bites  him  till  the  man  awaketh. 

The  Ant  or  Emote  is  a  labouring  thing. 
And  haue  amongft  them  all  a  publike  weale. 
In  fommer  time  their  meate  they  are  prouiding. 
And  fecrets  mongft  themfelues  they  do  conceale : 

The  monftrous  huge  big  Beare  being  fickly. 

Eating  of  thefe,  is  cured  prefently. 

The  fruitfuU  prety  Bee  Hues  in  the  hiue, 
Which  unto  him  is  like  a  peopled  City, 
And  by  their  daily  labour  there  they  thriue. 

Bringing 
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Bringing  home  honied  waxe  continually  : 
They  are  reputed  ciuill,  and  haue  kings. 
And  guides  for  to  dire£l  them  in  proceedings. 

When  that  their  Emperour  or  King  is  prefent, 

They  live  in  peacefuU  fort  and  quietneffe, 

But  if  their  officer  or  king  be  abfent, 

They  flie  and  fwarme  abroad  in  companies  : 
If  any  happen  cafuall-wife  to  dye, 
They  moume  and  bury  him  right  folemnly. 

The  Crocodile  a  faffron  coloured  Snake, 

Sometimes  vpon  the  earth  is  conuerfant, 

And  other  times  lines  in  a  filthy  lake, 

Being  oppreiTed  with  foule  needy  want : 

The  skin  vpon  his  backe  as  hard  as  (lone, 
Refifteth  violent  ftrokes  of  fteele  or  iron. 

Rinatrix  is  a  poyfenous  enuenom'd  Serpent, 
That  doth  infe£l  the  riuers  and  the  fountaines, 
Bringing  to  cattell  hurt  and  detriment : 
When  thirfty  they  forfake  the  fteepy  mountaines, 
Rinatrix  violator  Aqua,  and  infefts  the  earth. 
With  his  moft  noyfome  flinking  filthy  breath. 

The  Scorpion  hath  a  deadly  flinging  taile. 
Bewitching  fome  with  his  faire  fmiling  face. 
But  prefently  with  force  he  doth  affaile 
His  captiu'd  praie,  and  brings  him  to  difgrace : 

Wherefore  tis  cald  of  fome  the  flattering  worme, 

That  fubtilly  his  foe  doth  ouertume. 
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Orion  made  his  boaft  the  earth  (hould  bring 
Or  yeeld  no  ferpent  forth  but  he  would  kill  it, 
Where  prefently  the  Scorpion  vp  did  fpring, 
For  fo  the  onely  powers  above  did  will  it : 

Where  in  the  peoples  prefence  they  did  fee, 

Orion  ftung  to  death  moft  cruelly. 

Of  Wormes  are  diuers  forts  and  diuers  names, 
Some  feeding  on  hard  timber,  fome  on  trees. 
Some  in  the  earth  a  fecret  cabbine  frames, 
Some  liue  on  tops  of  Afhes,  fome  on  Oliues ; 
.    Some  of  a  red  watrifti  colour,  fome  of  g^eene, 
And  fome  within  the  night  like  Fire  are  feene. 

The  SUkeworme  by  whofe  Webbe  our  Silkes  are  made. 
For  (he  doth  dayly  labour  with  her  weauing, 
A  Worme  that's  rich  and  precious  in  her  trade. 
That  whilft  poore  foule  (he  toyleth  in  her  fpinning, 
Leaues  nothing  in  her  belly  but  empty  aire, 
And  toyling  too  much  falleth  to  defpaire. 

Here  Hues  the  Caddes  and  the  long  leg'd  Crane^ 
With  whome  the  Pigmies  are  at  mortall  ftrife, 
The  Larke  and  Lapwing  that  with  nets  are  tane, 
And  fo  poore  filly  foules  do  end  their  life : 
The  Nightingale  wrong'd  by  Adulterie, 
The  Nightcrow,  Gq/kawke,  and  the  chattring  Pie. 

The  PheafanU  Storke,  and  the  high  towring  Faulcon^ 

The  Swanne  that  in  the  riuer  takes  delight, 

The  Goldfinch,  Blackebird,  and  the  big  neck'd  Heron 
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The  skreeching  Owle  that  loues  the  duskie  night, 
The  Partridge,  Griffon,  and  the  liuely  Peacocke, 
The  Linnet y  Bulfinch,  Snipe,  and  rauening  Puitocke, 

The  Robin  Redbreajl  that  in  Winter  fmgs. 
The  PelHcany  the  lay,  and  the  chirping  Sparrow, 
The  little  Wren  that  many  yong  ones  brings, 
Herein,  Ibis,  and  the  fwift  wingd  Swallow : 

The  princely  Eagle  and  Caladrius 

The  Cuckow  that  to  fome  is  profperous. 

The  fnow-Iike  coloured  bird,  Caladrius, 
Hath  this  ineftimable  natural  profperitie, 
If  any  man  in  fickneffe  dangerous, 
Hopes  of  his  health  to  haue  recouerie, 

This  bird  will  alwayes  looke  with  chearefuU  glance. 

If  otherwife,  fad  is  his  countenance. 

The  Crane  direfted  by  the  leaders  voice, 
Flies  ore  the  feas,  to  countries  farre  vnknowne, 
And  in  the  fecret  night  they  do  reioice 
To  make  a  watch  among  them  of  their  owne ; 

The  watchAian  in  his  clawes  holds  faft  a  ftone. 
Which  letting  fall  the  reft  are  wak'd  anone. 

The  Spring-delighting  bird  we  call  the  Cuckow, 
Which  comes  to  tell  of  wonders  in  this  age. 
Her  prettie  one  note  to  the  world  doth  (how. 
Some  men  their  deftinie,  and  doth  prefage 

The  womans  pleafure  and  the  mans  difgrace. 

Which  (he  (its  fmging  in  a  fecret  place. 
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The  Winters  enuious  blaft  ftie  neuer  tafteth, 
Yet  in  all  countries  doth  the  Cuckoe  fmg, 
And  oftentimes  to  peopled  townes  (he  hafteth, 
Ther  for  to  tell  the  pleafures  of  the  Spring : 

Great  Courtiers  heare  her  voyce,  but  let  her  flye, 

Knowing  that  ftie  prefageth  Deftiny. 

This  prety  bird  fometimes  vpon  the  fteeple, 

Sings  Oickoe^  Cuckoe^  to  the  parifh  Prieft, 

Sometimes  againe  (he  flies  amongft  the  people, 

And  on  their  Crofle  no  man  can  her  refift, 

But  there  fhe  fmgs,  yet  fome  difdaining  Dames, 

Do  charme  her  hoarfe,  left  (he  (hould  hit  their  names. 

She  fcornes  to  labour  or  make  vp  a  neft. 
But  creepes  by  ftealth  into  fome  others  roome, 
And  with  the  Larkes  deare  yong,  her  yong-ones  reft, 
Being  by  fubtile  dealing  ouercome : 

The  yong  birds  are  reftoratiue  to  eate, 
And  held  amongft  vs  as  a  Princes  meate. 

The  Princely  Eagle  of  all  Birds  the  King, 

For  none  but  (he  can  gaze  againft  the  Sunne, 

Her  eye-fight  is  fo  cleare,  that  in  her  flying 

She  fpies  the  fmalleft  beaft  that  euer  runne. 
As  fwift  as  gun-(hot  vfing  no  delay. 
So  fwiftly  doth  (he  flie  to  catch  her  pray. 

She  brings  her  birds  being  yong  into  the  aire, 
And  fets  them  for  to  looke  on  Phcebus  light, 
But  if  their  eyes  with  gazing  chance  to  water, 
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Thofe  fhe  accounteth  baftards,  leaues  them  quight, 
But  thofe  that  haue  true  perfeft  conftant  eyes, 
She  cheriflieth,  the  reft  fhe  doth  defpife. 

The  Griffon  is  a  bird  rich  feathered, 

His  head  is  like  a  Lion,  and  his  flight 

Is  like  the  Eagles^  much  for  to  be  feared, 

For  why  he  kils  men  in  the  vgly  night : 

Some  fay  he  keepes  the  Smaragd  and  the  lafper^ 
And  in  purfute  of  Man  is  monflrous  eager. 

The  gentle  birds  called  the  faire  Hircinie, 

Taking  the  name  of  that  place  where  they  breed, 

Within  the  night  they  fhine  fo  glorioufly. 

That  mans  aflonied  fenfes  they  do  feed  : 

For  in  the  darke  being  cafl  within  the  way 
Giues  light  vnto  the  man  that  goes  aflray. 

Ibis  the  bird  flieth  to  Nilus  flood, 

And  drinking  of  the  water  pui^eth  cleane  : 

Vnto  the  land  of  ^gypt  he  doth  good, 

For  he  to  rid  their  Serpents  is  a  meane ; 

He  feedeth  on  their  egges,  and  doth  deflroy 
The  Serpents  nefls  that  would  their  Clime  annoy. 

The  Lapwing  hath  a  piteous  moumefull  cry. 

And  fings  a  forrowfull  and  heauy  fong, 

But  yet  fhee's  full  of  craft  and  fubtilty, 

And  weepeth  mofl  being  farthefl  from  her  yong : 
In  elder  age  fhe  feru'd  for  Southfayers 
And  was  a  ProphetefTe  to  the  Augurers. 
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The  birds  of  ^gypt  or  Memnodides^ 

Of  Memnon  that  was  flaine  in  refcuing  Troy^ 

Are  faid  to  flie  away  in  companies, 

To  Priams  pallace,  and  there  twice  a  day 
They  fight  about  the  turrets  of  the  dead, 
And  the  third  day  in  battell  are  confounded. 

The  Nightingale  the  nights  true  Chorifter, 

Mufickes  chiefs  louer  in  the  pleafant  Spring, 

Tunes  Hunts-vp  to  the  Sunne  that  doth  delight  her, 

And  to  Arums  harp  aloud  will  fmg  : 

And  as  a  Brideg^oome  that  to  church  is  comming, 
So  he  falutes  the  Sunne  when  he  is  rifing. 

The  Romane  Cafars,  happie  Emperours, 

Efpecially  thofe  of  the  yongeft  fort, 

Haue  kept  the  Nightingale  within  their  towers, 

To  play,  to  dally,  and  to  make  them  fport, 

And  oftentimes  in  Greeke  and  Latine  tong, 
They  taught  thofe  birds  to  fing  a  pleafant  fong. 

This  bird  as  Hijlories  make  mention. 
Sung  in  the  infant  mouth  of  Stefichorus, 
Which  did  foretell  due  commendation, 
In  all  his  aftions  to  be  profperous  : 

So  Bees  when  Plato  in  his  bed  did  lie, 

Swarm'd  round  about  his  mouth,  leaning  their  honia 

The  fluggifh  flouthfuU  and  the  daftard  Owle^ 
Hating  the  day,  and  louing  of  the  night, 
About  old  fepulchers  doth  daily  howle, 
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Frequenting  bames  and  houfes  without  light, 
And  hides  him  often  in  an  luy  tree, 
Leaft  with  fmall  chattring  birds  wrong'd  he  (hould  be. 

Faedaquefic  volucris  veniuri  nuntia  luilus, 
Ignauus  BubOy  dirum  mortalibtis  omen. 

The  filthy  meffenger  of  ill  to  come 

The  fluggifli  OwU  is,  and  to  danger  fome. 

This  ill  bedooming  Owle  fate  on  the  fpeare, 
Of  warlike  Pirrhus  marching  to  the  field. 
When  to  the  Grcecian  armie  he  drew  neare, 
Determining  to  make  his  foes  to  yeeld, 

Which  did  forefliew  finifter  happineffe, 

And  balefuU  fortune  in  his  bufmeffe. 

The  Parrat  cald  the  counterfeiting  bird, 
Deckt  with  all  colours  that  fair  Flora  yeelds, 
That  after  one  will  fpeake  you  word  for  word : 
Liuing  in  wooddie  g^oues  neare  fertile  fields. 

They  haue  bene  knowne  to  giue  gjreat  Emperors  wine, 
And  therefore  fome  men  hold  them  for  deuine. 

The  proud  fun-brauing  Peacocke  with  his  feathers, 
Walkes  all  along,  thinking  himfelfe  a  King, 
And  with  his  voyce  prognofticates  all  weathers, 
Although  Grod  knowes  but  badly  he  doth  fing : 

But  when  he  lookes  downe  to  his  bafe  blacke  Feete, 
He  droopes,  and  is  afliam'd  of  things  unmeete. 

The  mighty  Macedotiian  Alexander ^ 
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Marching  in  louely  triumph  to  his  foes. 

Being  accounted  the  worids  conquerour, 

In  Indie  fpies  a  Peacocke  as  he  goes, 

And  maruelling  to  fee  fo  rich  a  fight, 
Charged  all  men  not  to  kill  his  fweete  delight. 

The  Pellican  the  wonder  of  our  age, 
(As  lerome  faith)  reuiues  her  tender  yong, 
And  with  her  pureft  bloud,  (he  doth  affwage 
Her  yong  ones  thirft,  with  poifonous  Adder  ftong, 

And  thofe  that  were  fuppofed  three  dayes  dead. 

She  giues  them  life  once  more  being  nourifhed. 

The  vnfatiate  Sparroiv  doth  prognofticate, 

And  is  held  good  for  diuination, 

For  flying  here  and  there,  from  gate  to  gate, 

Foretels  true  things  by  animaduertion  : 

A  flight  of  Sparrowes  flying  in  the  day, 
Did  prophefie  the  fall  and  facke  of  Troy. 

The  artificiall  neft-compofing  Swallow^ 

That  eates  his  meate  flying  along  the  way, 

Whofe  fwiftnefle  in  our  eyfight  doth  allow. 

That  no  imperiall  Bird  makes  her  his  pray : 
His  yong  ones  being  hurt  within  the  eies, 
His  helpes  them  with  the  herbe  Calcedonies. 

Cecinna  and  the  great  Volateran, 
Being  Pompeis  warlike  and  approued  knights, 
Sent  letters  by  thefe  Birds  without  a  man. 
To  many  of  their  friends  and  chiefe  delights, 

And 
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And  all  their  letters  to  their  feete  did  tie, 
Which  with  great  fpeed  did  bring  them  haftily. 

The  fweete  recording  Swanne  Apolloes  ioy, 
And  firy  fcorched  Phaetons  delight. 
In  footed  verfe  fings  out  his  deep  annoy, 
And  to  the  filuer  riuers  takes  his  flight, 

Prognofticates  to  Sailers  on  the  feas. 

Fortunes  profperitie  and  perfeA  eafe. 

Cignus  in  aufpidjs  femper  lasHJjIimus  ales, 
Hoc  optant  nautae,  quiafe  non  mergit  in  vndis. 

But  what  fad-mournefuU  drooping  foule  is  this,  Phosnix. 

Within  whofe  watry  eyes  fits  Difcontent, 
Whofe  fiiaile-pac'd  gate  tels  fomething  is  amifle : 
From  whom  is  banifht  fporting  Meriment : 

Whofe  feathers  mowt  off,  falling  as  he  goes. 

The  perfeA  pi6lure  of  hart  pining  woes  ? 

This  is  the  carefull  bird  the  Turtle  Doue,  Nature. 

Whofe  heauy  croking  note  doth  (hew  his  griefe, 
And  thus  he  wanders  feeking  of  his  loue, 
Refuting  all  things  that  may  yeeld  reliefe : 

All  motions  of  good  tumes,  all  Mirth  and  Ioy, 

Are  bad,  fled,  gone,  and  falne  into  decay. 

Is  this  the  true  example  of  the  Heart  ?  Phoenix. 

Is  this  the  Tutor  of  faire  Conjlancy  t 
Is  this  Loues  treafure,  and  Loues  pining  fmart  ? 
Is  this  the  fubftance  of  all  honefty  ? 
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And  comes  he  thus  attir'd,  alas  poore  foule, 
That  Deftinies  foule  wrath  fhould  thee  controule. 


See  Nourfe,  he  ftares  and  lookes  me  in  the  face, 
And  now  he  moumes,  worfe  then  he  did  before, 
He  hath  forgot  his  dull  flow  heauy  pace, 
But  with  fwift  gate  he  eyes  vs  more  and  more : 
O  (hall  I  welcome  him,  and  let  me  borrow 
Some  of  his  griefe  to  mingle  with  my  forrow. 

Nature.       Farwell  faire  bird.  He  leaue  you  both  alone, 
This  is  the  Dotie  you  long'd  fo  much  to  fee, 
And  this  will  proue  companion  of  your  mone, 
An  Vmpire  of  all  true  humility : 

Then  note  my  Phoenix,  what  there  may  enfue, 
And  fo  I  kifle  my  bird    Adue,  Adue. 

Phcmix,      Mother  farewell ;  and  now  within  his  eyes. 
Sits  forrow  clothed  in  a  fea  of  teares, 
And  more  and  more  the  billowes  do  arife : 
Pale  Griefe  halfe  pin'd  vpon  his  brow  appeares, 
His  feathers  fade  away,  and  make  him  looke, 
As  if  his  name  were  writ  in  Deaths  pale  booke. 

Turtle,        O  flay  poore  Turtle^  whereat  haft  thou  gazed, 

At  the  eye-dazling  Sunne,  whofe  fweete  refleftion, 
The  round  encompaft  heauenly  world  amazed  ? 
O  no,  a  child  of  Natures  true  complexion, 
The  perfefl  Phoenix  of  rariety, 
For  wit,  for  vertue,  and  excelling  beauty. 
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Haile  map  of  forrow :     Tur.  Welcome  Cupid's  child  Phcenix, 

Let  me  wipe  off  thofe  teares  vpon  thy  cheekes, 
That  flain'd  thy  beauties  pride,  and  haue  defird 
Nature  it  felfe,  that  fo  vfurping  feekes 

To  fit  vpon  thy  face,  for  He  be  partener. 

Of  thy  harts  wrapped  forrow  more  hereafter. 

Natures  faire  darling,  let  me  kneele  to  thee.  Turtle. 

And  offer  vp  my  true  obedience, 

And  facredly  in  all  humility, 

Craue  pardon  for  prefumptions  foule  offence : 

Thy  lawne-fnow-colour*d  hand  fhall  not  come  neare 

My  impure  face,  to  wipe  away  one  teare. 

My  teares  are  for  my  Turtle  that  is  dead, 
My  forrow  fprings  from  her  want  that  is  gone. 
My  heauy  note  founds  for  the  foule  that's  fled. 
And  I  will  dye  for  him  left  all  alone : 

I  am  not  liuing,  though  I  feeme  to  go. 

Already  buried  in  the  graue  of  wo. 

Why  I  haue  left  Arabia  for  thy  fake,  Phosiiix. 

Becaufe  thofe  fires  haue  no  working  fubflance. 
And  for  to  find  thee  out  did  vndertake  : 
Where  on  the  mountaine  top  we  may  aduance 

Our  fiery  alter ;  let  me  tell  thee  this, 

Solamen  miferis  focios  habuijfe  doloris. 

Come  poore  lamenting  foule,  come  fit  by  me, 
We  are  all  one,  thy  forrow  ftiall  be  mine, 
Fall  thou  a  teare,  and  thou  (halt  plainly  fee, 
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Mine  eyes  (hall  anfwer  teare  for  teare  of  thine : 
Sigh  thou,  He  figh,  and  if  thou  giue  a  grone, 
I  (hall  be  dead  in  anfwering  of  thy  mone. 

Turtle,        Loues  honorable  Friend,  one  grone  of  yours, 
Will  rend  my  ficke-loue-pining  hart  afunder, 
One  (igh  brings  teares  from  me  like  Aprill  (howers^ 
Procured  by  Sommers  hote  loud  cracking  thunder : 
Be  you  as  mery  as  fweet  mirth  may  be, 
He  grone  and  figh,  both  for  your  felfe  and  me. 

Pkosnix.      Thou  (halt  not  gentle  Turtle^  I  will  beare 

Halfe  of  the  burdenous  yoke  thou  doft  fuftaine, 
Two  bodies  may  with  greater  eafe  outweare 
A  troublefome  labour,  then  He  brooke  fome  paine, 
But  tell  me  gentle  Turtle^  tell  me  truly 
The  difference  betwixt  falfe  Loue  and  true  Sinceritie. 

Turtle.        That  (hall  I  briefly,  if  youle  giue  me  leaue, 
Falfe  loue  is  full  of  Enuie  and  Deceit, 
With  cunning  (hifts  our  humours  to  deceiue. 
Laying  downe  poifon  for  a  fugred  baite, 
Alwayes  inconftant,  falfe  and  variable, 
Delighting  in  fond  change  and  mutable. 

True  loue,  is  louing  pure,  not  to  be  broken, 

But  with  an  honeft  eye,  (he  eyes  her  louer, 

Not  changing  variable,  nor  neuer  (hoken 

With  fond  Sufpition,  fecrets  to  difcouer. 

True  loue  will  tell  no  lies,  nor  ne're  diffemble, 
But  with  a  ba(hfull  modeft  feare  will  tremble. 

Falfe 
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Falfe  loue  puts  on  a  Maske  to  (hade  her  folly, 

True  loue  goes  naked  wifliing  to  be  feene, 

Falfe  loue  will  counterfeite  perpetually, 

True  loue  is  Troths  fweete  emperizing  Queene : 
This  is  the  difference,  true  Loue  is  a  iewell, 
Falfe  loue,  hearts  tyrant,  inhumane,  and  cruelL 

What  may  we  wonder  at  ?  O  where  is  learning  ?  Pltcenix. 

Where  is  all  difference  twixt  the  good  and  bad  ? 
Where  is  Apelles  art  ?  where  is  true  cunning  ? 
Nay  where  is  all  the  vertue  may  be  had  ? 

Within  my  Turtles  bofome,  (he  refines, 

More  then  fome  louing  perfeft  true  deuines. 

Thou  (halt  not  be  no  more  the  7»r/&-Doue, 
Thou  (halt  no  more  go  weeping  al  alone, 
For  thou  (halt  be  my  felfe,  my  perfeft  Loue, 
Thy  griefe  is  mine,  thy  forrow  is  my  mone, 

Come  kiffe  me  fweeteft  fweete,  O  I  do  bleffe 

This  gracious  luckie  Sun-(hine  happineffe. 

How  may  I  in  all  gratefulneffe  requite.  Turtle. 

This  gracious  fauor  offred  to  thy  feruant  ? 

The  time  affordeth  heauineffe  not  delight. 

And  to  the  times  appoint  weele  be  obferuant : 

Command,  O  do  commaund,  what  ere  thou  wilt, 
My  hearts  bloud  for  thy  fake  (hall  ftraight  be  fpilt. 

Then  I  command  thee  on  thy  tender  care,  Phcenix. 

And  chiefe  obedience  that  thou  owft  to  me, 
That  thou  efpecially  (deare  Bird)  beware 
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Of  impure  thoughts,  or  vncleane  chaftity : 
For  we  muft  waft  together  in  that  fire, 
That  will  not  burne  but  by  true  Loues  defire. 

Turtle,        A  fpot  of  that  foule  monfter  neare  did  ftaine, 
Thefe  drooping  feathers,  nor  I  neuer  knew 
In  what  bafe  filthy  clymate  doth  remaine 
That  fpright  incarnate ;  and  to  tell  you  true, 
I  am  as  fpotleffe  as  the  pureft  whight, 
Cleare  without  ftaine,  of  enuy,  or  defpight. 

Phcenix,      Then  to  yon  next  adioyning  groue  we*le  flye, 

And  gather  fweete  wood  for  to  make  our  flame. 
And  in  a  manner  facrificingly, 
Burae  both  our  bodies  to  reuiue  one  name : 
And  in  all  humbleneffe  we  will  intreate 
The  hot  earth  parching  Sunne  to  lend  his  heate. 

Turtle,        Why  now  my  heart  is  light,  this  very  doome 
Hath  banifht  forrow  from  my  penfiue  breaft : 
And  in  my  bofome  there  is  left  no  roome. 
To  fet  blacke  melancholy,  or  let  him  reft  ; 

He  fetch  fweete  mirrhe  to  burne,  and  licorice, 
Sweete  luniper,  and  ftraw  them  ore  with  fpice. 

PJuBfiix,      Pile  vp  the  wood,  and  let  vs  inuocate 

His  great  name  that  doth  ride  within  his  chariot, 
And  guides  the  dayes  bright  eye,  let's  nominate 
Some  of  his  bleflings,  that  he  well  may  wot, 

Our  faithfuU  feruice  and  humility, 

Offered  vnto  his  higheft  Deiety. 


Great 
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Great  God  Apollo,  for  thy  tender  loue, 
Thou  once  didft  beare  to  wilful  Phaeton, 
That  did  defire  thy  chariots  rule  aboue, 
Which  thou  didft  grieue  in  hart  to  thinke  vpon  : 
Send  thy  hot  kindling  light  into  this  wood. 
That  Ihall  receiue  the  Sacrifice  of  bloud. 
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For  thy  fweete  Daphnes  fake  thy  beft  beloued, 
And  for  the  Harpe  receiu'd  of  Mercury , 
And  for  the  Mufes  of  thee  fauored, 
Whofe  gift  of  wit  excels  all  excellency : 

Send  thy  hot  kindling  fire  into  this  wood, 
That  (hall  receiue  the  Sacrifice  of  bloud. 


Turtle. 


For  thy  fweet  fathers  fake  great  lupHer, 
That  with  his  thunder-bolts  commands  the  earth, 
And  for  Latonas  fake  thy  gentle  mother, 
That  firft  gaue  Phoebus  glories  liuely  breath : 
Send  thy  hot  kindling  light  into  this  wood. 
That  fliall  receiue  the  facrifice  of  bloud. 


Phoenix, 


Stay,  ftay,  poore  Turtle,  6  we  are  betraid, 
Behind  yon  little  bufli  Aere  fits  a  fpy, 
That  makes  me  blufii  with  anger,  halfe  afraid, 
That  in  our  motions  fecrecly  would  pry : 

I  will  go  chide  with  him,  and  driue  him  thence, 
And  plague  him  for  prefumptions  foule  offence. 

Be  not  affraid,  it  is  the  Pellican^ 
Looke  how  her  yong-ones  make  her  breft  to  bleed, 
And  drawes  the  bloud  foorth,  do  the  beft  (he  can, 
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And  witli  the  fame  their  hungry  fancies  feede, 
Let  her  alone  to  vew  our  Tragedy, 
And  then  report  our  Loue  that  flie  did  fee. 

See  beauteous  Phcmix  it  begins  to  burne, 
O  bleffed  Phcebus,  happy,  happy  light, 
Now  will  I  recompence  thy  great  good  turne, 
And  firft  (deare  bird)  He  vanifli  in  thy  fight. 

And  thou  (halt  fee  with  what  a  quicke  defire, 

He  leape  into  the  middle  of  the  fire. 

Phcmix,      Stay  Turtle  ftay,  for  I  will  firft  prepare ; 

Of  my  bones  muft  the  Princely  Phcenix  rife, 
And  ift  be  poflible  thy  bloud  wele  fpare, 
For  none  but  for  my  fake,  doft  thou  defpife 
This  frailty  of  thy  life,  6  Hue  thou  ftill. 
And  teach  the  bafe  deceitful!  world  Loues  will. 

Turtle.        Haue  I  come  hither  drooping  through  the  woods, 
And  left  the  fpringing  groues  to  feeke  for  thee  ? 
Haue  I  forfooke  to  bathe  me  in  the  fiouds, 
And  pin'd  away  in  carefuU  mifery  ? 

Do  not  deny  me  Phoenix  I  muft  be 

A  partner  in  this  happy  Tragedy. 

Phcenix,      O  holy,  facred,  and  pure  perfeft  fire, 

More  pure  then  that  ore  which  faire  Dido  mones. 
More  facred  in  my  louing  kind  defire, 
Then  that  which  burnt  old  Efons  aged  bones, 
Accept  into  your  euer  hallowed  flame. 
Two  bodies,  from  the  which  may  fpring  one  name. 
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O  fweet  perfumed  flame,  made  of  thofe  trees,  Turtle, 

Vnder  the  which  the  Mufes  nine  haue  fong 

The  praife  of  vertuous  maids  in  mifteries, 

To  whom  the  faire  fac'd  Nymphes  did  often  throng ; 

Accept  my  body  as  a  Sacrifice 

Into  your  flame,  of  whom  one  name  may  rife. 

0  wilfulnefle,  fee  how  with  fmiling  cheare.  Phoenix, 
My  poore  deare  hart  hath  flong  himfelfe  to  thrall, 

Looke  what  a  mirthfuU  countenance  he  doth  beare. 
Spreading  his  wings  abroad,  and  ioyes  withall : 

Leame  thou  corrupted  world,  leame,  heare,  and  fee, 

Friendfliips  vnfpotted  true  fincerity. 

1  come  fweet  Turtle^  and  with  my  bright  wings, 
I  will  embrace  thy  burnt  bones  as  they  lye, 

I  hope  of  thefe  another  Creature  fprings, 
That  fliall  poflefle  both  our  authority : 

I  ftay  to  long;  6  take  me  to  your  glory, 

And  thus  I  end  the  Turtle  Doues  true  flory. 

Finis.    R.  C. 


Pellican, 

WHat  wondrous  hart-grieuing  fpe6lacle. 
Hail  thou  beheld  the  worlds  true  miracle  } 
With  what  a  fpirit  did  the  Turtle  flye 
Into  the  fire,  and  chearfully  did  dye  ? 
He  look't  more  pleafant  in  his  countenance 
Within  the  flame,  then  when  he  did  aduance, 
His  pleafant  wings  vpon  the  naturall  ground, 
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True  perfefl  loue  had  fo  his  poore  heart  bound, 

The  Phoenix  Natures  deare  adopted  child, 

With  a  pale  heauy  countenance,  wan  and  mild, 

Grieu'd  for  to  fee  him  firft  poffeffe  the  place. 

That  was  allotted  her,  her  felfe  to  grace, 

And  foUowes  cheerfully  her  fecond  tume. 

And  both  together  in  that  fire  do  burne. 

O  if  the  rareft  creatures  of  the  earth, 

Becaufe  but  one  at  once  did  ere  take  breath 

Within  the  world,  ftiould  with  a  fecond  he, 

A  perfeft  forme  of  loue  and  amitie 

Burne  both  together,  what  fhould  there  arife, 

And  be  prefented  to  our  mortall  eyes. 

Out  of  the  fire,  but  a  more  perfeft  creature  ? 

Becaufe  that  two  in  one  is  put  by  Nature, 

The  one  hath  giuen  the  child  inchaunting  beautie, 

The  other  giues  it  loue  and  chaftitie : 

The  one  hath  giuen  it  wits  rarietie 

The  other  guides  the  wit  moft  charily  : 

The  one  for  vertue  doth  excell  the  reft, 

The  other  in  true  conftancie  is  bleft. 

If  that  the  Phoenix  had  bene  feparated. 

And  from  the  gentle  Turtle  had  bene  parted, 

Loue  had  bene  murdred  in  the  infancie. 

Without  thefe  two  no  loue  at  all  can  be. 

Let  the  loue  wandring  wits  but  leame  of  thefe. 

To  die  together,  fo  their  griefe  to  eafe : 

But  louers  now  a  dayes  do  loue  to  change. 

And  here  and  there  their  wanton  eyes  do  range. 

Not  pleafed  with  one  choife,  but  feeking  many, 

And  in  the  end  fcarce  is  content  with  any : 
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Loue  now  adayes  is  like  a  fhadowed  fight, 
That  fiiewes  it  felfe  in  PhcAus  golden  light, 
But  if  in  kindnefle  you  do  ftriue  to  take  it, 
Fades  deane  away,  and  you  muft  needs  forfake  it 
Louers  are  like  the  leaues  with  Winter  flioken, 
Brittle  like  glaffe,  that  with  one  fall  is  broken. 

0  fond  corrupted  age,  when  birds  ftiall  (how 
The  world  their  dutie,  and  to  let  men  know 
That  no  finifter  chaunce  fiiould  hinder  loue. 
Though  as  thefe  two  did,  deaths  arreft  they  proue. 

1  can  but  moume  with  fadneffe  and  with  griefe, 
Not  able  for  to  yeeld  the  world  reliefe, 

To  fee  thefe  two  confumed  in  the  fire, 
Whom  Loue  did  copulate  with  true  defire : 
But  in  the  worlds  wide  eare  I  meane  to  ring 
The  fame  of  this  dayes  wondrous  offring, 
That  they  may  fing  in  notes  of  Chaftitie, 
The  Turtle  and  the  Phcenix  amitie 


Conclufion. 

GEntle  conceiuers  of  true  meaning  Wit, 
Let  good  Experience  iudge  what  I  haue  writ, 
For  the  Satyricall  fond  applauded  vaines, 
Whofe  bitter  worme-wood  fpirite  in  fome  ftraines, 
Bite  like  the  Curres  oi  ^Egypt  thofe  that  loue  them, 
Let  me  alone,  I  will  be  loth  to  moue  them. 
For  why,  when  mightie  men  their  wit  do  proue. 
How  (hall  I  leaft  of  all  expeft  their  loue  ? 
Yet  to  thofe  men  I  gratulate  fome  paine, 
Becaufe  they  touch  thofe  that  in  art  do  faine. 
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But  thofe  that  haue  the  fpirit  to  do  good, 

Their  whips  will  will  neuer  draw  one  drop  of  bloud  : 

To  all  and  all  in  all  that  view  my  labour, 

Of  euery  iudging  fight  I  craue  fome  fauour 

At  leaft  to  reade,  and  if  you  reading  find, 

A  lame  leg'd  ftaffe,  tls  lameneffe  of  the  mind 

That  had  no  better  skill :  yet  let  it  pafle, 

For  burdnous  lodes  are  fet  vpon  an  Afle. 

From  the  fweet  fire  of  perfumed  wood, 

Another  princely  Phoenix  vpright  ftood : 

Whofe  feathers  purified  did  yeeld  more  light, 

Then  her  late  burned  mother  out  of  fight, 

And  in  her  heart  reftes  a  perpetuall  loue, 

Sprong  from  the  bofome  of  the  Turtle-Doue, 

Long  may  the  new  vprifing  bird  increafe. 

Some  humors  and  fome  motions  to  releafe, 

And  thus  to  all  I  offer  my  deuotion, 

Hoping  that  gentle  minds  accept  my  motion. 

Finis  R.  C. 


Cantoes  Alphabet-wife  to  /aire  Pkoe- 

nix  made  by  the  Paphian  Doue. 

A.  I. 

A  Hill,  a  hill,  a  Pkomix  feekes  a  Hill  ; 
A  promontorie  top,  a  ftately  Mountaine, 
A  Riuer,  where  poore  foule  ftie  dippes  her  bill, 
And  that  fweete  filuer  fl:reame  is  Natures  fountaine, 
Accompliftiing  all  pleafures  at  her  will : 
Ah,  be  my  Phcenix,  I  will  be  thy  D(me^ 
And  thou  and  I  in  fecrecie  will  loue. 

B.  2. 
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B.2. 

Blaze  not  my  loue,  thou  Herald  of  the  day, 
Blefle  not  the  mountaine  tops  with  my  fweet  (hine, 
Beloued  more  I  am  then  thou  canft  fay, 
Bleflfed  and  blefled  be  that  Saint  of  mine, 
Balme,  honie  fweet,  and  honor  of  this  Clime : 
Blotted  by  things  vnfeene,  belou'd  of  many, 
But  Loues  true  motion  dares  not  giue  to  any. 

c.  3. 

Chaifaiefle  farewell,  farewell  the  bed  of  Glorie, 
Conftraint  adew,  thou  art  loues  Enemie, 
Come  true  Report,  make  of  my  Loue  a  Storie, 
Call  lots  for  my  poore  heart,  fo  thou  enioy  me, 
Come  come  fweet  Phcmix,  I  at  length  do  claime  thee, 
Chafte  bird,  too  chafte,  to  hinder  what  is  willing. 
Come  in  mine  armes  and  wele  not  fit  a  billing. 

D.  4. 
Deuout  obedience  on  my  knees  I  profer. 
Delight  matcht  with  delight,  if  thou  do  craue  it, 
Denie  not  gentle  Phosnix  my  fweet  offer, 
Defpaire  not  in  my  loue,  for  thou  (halt  haue  it, 
Damne  not  the  foule  to  woe  if  thou  canft  faue  it : 

Doues  pray  deuoutly,  O  let  me  requeft, 
Delicious  loue  to  build  within  thy  neft. 

E.  5. 
Enuie  is  banifht,  do  not  thou  defpaire, 

Euill  motions  tempt  thee  fooner  then  the  good  : 
Enrich  thy  beautie  that  art  fam'd  for  faire, 
Euery  thing's  filent  to  conioyne  thy  blood, 
Efteeme  the  thing  that  cannot  be  withflood  : 
Efteeme  of  me,  and  I  will  lend  thee  fire, 
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Euen  of  mine  owne  to  fit  thy  fweet  defire. 

F.  6. 

Faint  harted  foule,  why  doft  thou  die  thy  cheekes, 
Fearfull  of  that  which  will  reuiue  thy  fence, 
Faith  and  obedience  thy  fweet  mercy  feekes, 
Friends  plighted  war  with  thee  I  will  commence, 
Feare  not  at  all,  tis  but  fweet  Loues  offence, 
Fit  to  be  done,  fo  doing  tis  not  feene, 
Fetcht  from  the  ancient  records  of  a  Queene. 

G.  7. 

Gold  beautifying  Phomix,  I  muft  praife  thee, 
Granut  gracious  heauens  a  delightfome  Mufe, 
Giue  me  old  Homers  fpirit,  and  He  raife  thee, 
Gracious  in  thought  do  not  my  Loue  refufe, 
Great  map  of  beauty  make  thou  no  excufe, 

Gainft  my  true  louing  fpirit  do  not  carpe, 

Grant  me  to  play  my  Sonnet  on  thy  Harpe. 
H.  8. 
Health  to  thy  vertues,  health  to  all  thy  beauty, 
Honour  attend  thy  fteps  when  thou  art  going, 
High  heauens  force  the  birds  to  owe  thee  duty ; 
Hart-groning  care  to  thee  ftill  (lands  a  woing, 
Haue  pitty  on  him  Phoenix  for  fo  doing : 

Helpe  his  difeafe,  and  cure  his  malady, 

Hide  not  thy  fecret  glory  leaft  he  die. 

1.9. 
I  Loue,  6  Loue  how  thou  abufeft  me, 
I  fee  the  fire,  and  warme  me  with  the  flame, 
I  note  the  errors  of  thy  deity : 
In  Vejias  honor,  Venus  lufts  to  tame, 
I  in  my  humors  yeeld  thee  not  a  name^ 
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I  count  thee  foolifli,  fie  Adultrous  boy, 
I  touch  the  fweete,  but  cannot  taft  the  ioy. 
K.  10. 

KiiTes  are  true  loues  pledges,  kiffe  thy  deare  Turtle, 

Keepe  not  from  him  the  fecrets  of  thy  youth  : 

Knowledge  hele  teach  thee  vnder  a  greene  fpred  Mirtle, 

Kend  fhalt  thou  be  of  no  man,  of  my  truth, 

Know  firft  the  motion,  when  the  life  enfueth  : 

Knocke  at  my  harts  dore,  I  will  be  thy  porter, 
So  thou  wilt  let  me  enter  in  thy  dorter. 
L.  II. 

Loue  is  my  great  Aduotrix,  at  thy  (hrine 

Loue  pleads  for  me,  and  from  my  tongue  doth  fay, 

Lie  where  thou  wilt,  my  hart  fhall  (leepe  with  thine, 

Lamenting  of  thy  beauty  frefli  as  May, 

Looke  Phcmix  to  thy  felfe  do  not  decay : 

Let  me  but  water  thy  dead  fapleffe  floure, 
Loue  giues  me  hope  t'will  flourifli  in  an  houre. 
M.  12. 

Make  not  a  lewell  of  nice  Chaftity, 

Mufter  and  fummon  all  thy  wits  in  one, 

My  heart  to  thee  fweares  perfeft  conftancy : 

Motions  of  zeale  are  to  be  thought  vpon, 

Marke  how  thy  time  is  ouerfpent,  and  gone, 
Mif-led  by  folly,  and  a  kind  of  feare, 
Marke  not  thy  beauty  fo  my  deareft  deare. 
N.  13. 

Note  but  the  frefti  bloom'd  Rofe  within  her  pride^ 

(No  Rofe  to  be  compared  vnto  thee) 

Nothing  fo  foone  vnto  the  ground  will  Aide, 

Not  being  gathered  in  her  chiefeft  beauty, 
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N^lefting  time  it  dies  with  infamy : 

Neuer  be  coy,  left  whiFft  thy  leaues  are  fpred, 
None  gather  thee,  and  then  thy  grace  is  dead. 
O.  14. 

O  looke  vpon  me,  and  within  my  brow, 

Officious  motions  of  my  hart  appeares. 

Opening  the  booke  of  Loue,  wherein  I  vow, 

Ouer  thy  flirine  to  ftied  continuall  teares : 

O  no,  I  fee  my  Phosnix  hath  no  Eares, 

Or  if  flie  haue  Eares,  yet  no  Eyes  to  fee, 
O  all  difgraced  with  continuall  foUie. 
P.  IS. 

Proud  Chaftity,  why  doft  thou  feeke  to  wrong 

Phcenix  my  Loue,  with  leffons  too  precife  ? 

Pray  thou  for  me,  and  I  will  make  a  fong, 

Pend  in  thine  honor,  none  (hall  equalize, 

Poffeffe  not  her,  whofe  beauty  charmes  mine  eyes, 
Plead,  fue,  and  feeke,  or  I  will  banifli  thee, 
Her  body  is  my  Caftle  and  my  fee. 
Q.  16. 

Queftion  not  Phcmix  why  I  adore  thee, 

Quite  captiuate  and  prifner  at  thy  call. 

Quit  me  with  Loue  againe,  do  not  abhor  me, 

Queld  downe  with  hope  as  fubiugate  to  thrall, 

Quail'd  will  I  neuer  be  defpight  of  all ; 

Quaking  I  ftand  before  thee,  ftill  expelling 
Thine  owne  confent,  our  ioyes  to  be  efTefling. 
R.  17. 

Remember  how  thy  beauty  is  abufed, 

Ract  on  the  tenter-hookes  of  foule  difgrace, 

Riuers  are  dry,  and  muft  be  needs  refufed 
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Reftore  new  water  in  that  dead  founts  place, 
Refrefh  thy  feathers,  beautifie  thy  face  : 

Reade  on  my  booke,  and  there  thou  (halt  behold 

Rich  louing  letters  printed  in  fine  gold 
S.  18. 
Shame  is  aihamed  to  fee  thee  obftinate, 
Smiling  at  thy  womanifh  conceipt, 
Swearing  that  honor  neuer  thee  b^at, 
Sucking  in  poyfon  for  a  fugred  baite, 
Singing  thy  pride  of  beauty  in  her  height : 

Sit  by  my  fide,  and  I  will  fing  to  thee 

Sweet  ditties  of  a  new  fram'd  harmony. 
T.  19. 
Thou  art  a  Turtle  wanting  of  thy  mate, 
Thou  crok'ft  about  the  groues  to  find  thy  Louer, 
Thou  fl/ft  to  woods,  and  fertile  plaines  doft  hate : 
Thou  in  obliuion  doft  true  vertue  fmother, 
To  thy  fweete  felfe  thou  canft  not  find  another : 

Turn  vp  my  bofome,  and  in  my  pure  hart, 

Thou  (halt  behold  the  Turtle  of  thy  fmart. 
V.  20. 
Vpon  a  day  I  fought  to  fcale  a  Fort, 
Vnited  witii  a  Tower  of  fure  defence ; 
Vncomfortable  trees  did  marre  my  fport, 
Vnlucky  Fortune  with  my  woes  expence, 
Venus  with  Mars  would  not  fweet  war  commence, 

Vpon  an  Alter  would  I  offer  Loue, 

And  Sacrifice  my  foule  poore  Turtle  Doue. 
W.  21. 
Weepe  not  my  Phcenix^  though  I  daily  weepe. 
Woe  is  the  Herald  that  declares  my  tale, 
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Worthy  thou  art  in  Venus  lap  to  fleepe, 

Wantonly  couered  with  God  Cupids  vale, 

With  which  he  doth  all  mortall  fence  exhale : 
Wafh  not  thy  cheekes,  vnleffe  I  fit  by  thee, 
To  dry  them  with  my  fighes  immediatly. 
X.  22. 

Xantha  faire  Nimph ;  refemble  not  in  Nature, 

Xantippe  Loue  to  patient  Socrates^ 

Xantha  my  Loue  is  a  more  milder  creature. 

And  of  a  Nature  better  for  to  pleafe : 

Xantippe  thought  her  true  loue  to  difeafe, 

But  my  rare  Phoenix  is  at  laft  well  pleaf  d, 
To  cure  my  paflions,  paflions  feldom  eafd. 
Y.  23. 

Yf  thou  haue  pitty,  pitty  my  complaining, 

Yt  is  a  badge  of  Vertue  in  thy  fexe, 

Yf  thou  do  kill  me  with  thy  coy  difdaining, 

Yt  will  at  length  thy  felfe-will  anguifh  vexe, 

And  with  continuall  fighes  thy  felfe  perplexe  : 

He  helpe  to  bring  thee  wood  to  make  thy  fire, 
If  thou  wilt  giue  me  kiffes  for  my  hire. 
Z.  24. 

Zenobia  at  thy  feete  I  bend  my  knee, 

For  thou  art  Queene  and  Emprefle  of  my  hart, 

All  bleffed  hap  and  true  felicity, 

All  pleafures  that  the  wide  world  may  impart. 

Befall  thee  for  thy  gracious  good  defart : 
Accept  my  meaning  as  it  fits  my  tume, 
For  I  with  thee  to  aflies  meane  to  bume. 

Finis, 
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Cantoes  Verbally  written, 

I. 

Pittie  me  that  dies  for  thee, 
Piitie      T)Ittie  my  plainings  thou  true  nurfe  of  pittie, 
me        JL  Me  hath  thy  piercing  lookes  enioynd  to  fighing, 
that      That  cannot  be  redreffed,  for  thy  beautie 
dies       Dies  my  fad  heart,  fad  heart  that's  drown'd  with  weeping : 
for       For  what  fo  ere  I  thinke,  or  what  I  doe, 
tAee.       Thee  with  mine  eyes,  my  thoughts,  my  heart,  I  woe. 

2. 

My  life  you  faue,  if  you  I  haue. 

My  My  eyes,  my  hand,  my  heart  feeke  to  maintaine 

life  Life  for  thy  loue,  therefore  be  gfracious, 

you  You  with  your  kindnefle  haue  my  true  heart  flaine, 

faue  Saue  my  poore  life,  and  be  not  tyrannous, 

if  If  any  grace  do  in  thy  breaft  remaine, 

you  You  women  haue  bene  counted  amorous ; 

/  I  pine  in  fadneffe,  all  proceeds  from  thee, 

haue.  Haue  me  in  liking  through  thy  clemencie. 

3. 
Do  thou  by  me^  as  I  by  thee. 
Do       Do  not  exchange  thy  loue,  left  in  exchanging, 
thou      Thou  beare  the  burd'nous  blot  of  foule  difgrace, 
by        By  that  bad  fault  are  many  faults  containing, 
me^       Me  ftill  afluring  nothing  is  fo  bafe, 
as       As  in  the  worlds  eye  alwayes  to  be  ranging : 
/         I  fweare  fweete  Phoenix  in  this  holy  cafe, 
by  By  all  the  facred  reliques  of  true  loue, 
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thee.  Thee  to  adore  whom  I  ftiU  conftant  proue. 

4. 
Voutfafe  to  thinke  how  I  do  pine^ 
In  louing  thee  that  art  ftot  mine, 
Voutfafe  Voutfafe  with  fplendor  of  thy  gracious  looke, 

to 

thinke 

how 

I 

do 

pine. 


To  grace  my  paffions,  paflions  ftill  increafmg : 
Thinke  with  thy  felfe  how  I  thy  abfence  brooke, 
How  day  by  day,  my  plaints  are  neuer  ceafmg, 
I  haue  for  thee  all  companies  forfooke ; 
Do  thou  reioyce,  and  in  reioycing  fay, 
Pine  nere  fo  much  He  take  thy  griefe  away. 


In  In  that  great  gracing  word  fiialt  thou  be  counted 

louing  Louing  to  him,  that  is  thy  true  fwome  louer, 

thee  Thee  on  the  ftage  of  honor  haue  I  mounted, 

that  That  no  bafe  miftie  cloud  (hall  euer  couer : 

art  Art  thou  not  faire  ?  thy  beautie  do  not  fmother ; 
not  Not  in  thy  flouring  youth,  but  ftill  fuppofe 

mine.  Mine  owne  to  be,  my  neuer  dying  Rofe. 

s. 

My  de/Hnie  to  thee  is  knoivne. 
Cure  thou  myfmart,  I  am  thine  owne. 
My       My  time  in  loues  blind  idlenefle  is  fpent, 
defUnie    Deftinie  and  Fates  do  will  it  fo, 

to        To  Circes  charming  tongue  mine  eare  I  lent, 
thee      Thee  louing  that  doft  wifh  my  ouerthrow : 
is  Is  not  this  world  wrapt  in  inconftancie, 

knowne.  Knowne  to  moft  men  as  hels  miferie  ? 


Cure     Cure  of  my  wound  is  paft  all  Phifickes  skill, 
thou      Thou  maift  be  gracious,  at  thy  very  looke 
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my 
/mart 

I 

am 
thine 
owne. 


Ore 

my 
heart 
your 

eyes 

do 
idola- 

trize 


I 

had 

rather 

loue 

though 

in 


My  wounds  will  clofe,  that  would  my  bodie  kill, 
Smart  will  be  eafde  that  could  no  plaifters  brooke  ; 
I  of  my  Phomix  being  quite  forfooke, 
Am  like  a  man  that  nothing  can  fulfill : 

Thine  euer-piercing  eye  of  force  will  make  me, 

Owne  heart,  owne  loue,  that  neuer  will  forfake  thee. 

d 
Ore  my  heart  your  eyes  do  idolatrize 
Ore  the  wide  world  my  loue-layes  He  be  fending. 
My  loue-layes  in  my  Loues  praife  alwayes  written, 
Heart  comfortable  motions  ftill  attending, 
Your  beautie  and  your  vertuous  zeale  commending. 
Eyes  that  no  frofts-cold-rage  hath  euer  bitten  : 

Do  you  then  thinke  that  I  in  Loues  hot  fire, 

Idolatrize  and  furphet  in  defire. 

7. 
/  had  rather  loue  though  in  vaine  thatface^ 
Then  haue  of  any  other  grace. 
I  being  forc'd  to  carrie  Venus  (hield, 
Had  rather  beare  a  Phoenix  for  my  creft, 
Rather  then  any  bird  within  the  field, 
Loue  tells  me  that  her  beautie  is  the  beft : 

Though  fome  defire  faire  Vejlas  TurtU-doue, 
In  my  Birds  bofome  refteth  perfe£l  loue. 


Vaine  Vaine  is  that  blind  vnskilfuU  herauldrie, 

that  That  will  not  caufe  my  bird  that  is  fo  rare, 

face.  Face  all  the  world  for  her  rarietie, 

then  Then  who  with  her  for  honor  may  compare  ? 
ha$ie  Haue  we  one  like  her  for  her  pride  of  beautie, 

of  Of  all  the  feathered  Quier  in  the  aire  ? 
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any      Any  but  unto  her  do  owe  their  dutie  :  . 
other  Other  may  blaze,  but  I  will  alwaies  fay, 

grace.  Grace  whom  thou  lift,  (he  beares  the  palme  away. 

8. 
What  etierfall^  I  am  at  call. 
What     What  thunder  ftormes  of  enuie  (hall  arife, 
aier      Euer  to  thee  my  heart  is  durable, 
fally      Fall  fortunes  wheele  on  me  to  tyrrannize, 
/        I  will  be  alwayes  found  inexorable : 
am       Am  I  not  then  to  thee  moft  ftable  ? 
at  At  morne,  midnight,  and  at  mid-dayes  funne, 

call.  Call  when  thou  wilt,  my  deare,  to  thee  He  runne. 

9. 
/  had  rather  loue,  tJiough  in  vaine  thatfacey 
Then  haue  of  any  0  titer  grace^ 
I        I  now  do  wifti  my  loue  fhould  be  releiued, 
had      Had  I  my  thoughts  in  compafle  of  my  will, 
rather    Rather  than  liue  and  furfeit  being  grieued, 

loue      Loue  in  my  breaft  doth  wondrous  things  fulfill, 
though    Though  loues  vnkindneffe  many  men  do  kill, 

in  In  her  I  truft,  that  is  my  true  fworne  louer, 

vaine  Vaine  he  doth  write  that  doth  her  vertues  fmother. 

that  That  (he  is  faire.  Nature  her  felfe  alloweth, 

face.  Face  full  of  beauty,  eyes  refembling  fire, 

tJten  Then  my  pure  hart  to  loue  thy  hart  ftill  voweth, 

haue  Haue  me  in  fauour  for  my  good  defire, 

of  Of  holy  loue,  Loues  Temple  to  afpire ; 

any  Any  but  thee  my  thoughts  will  nere  require, 
other  Other  fweet  motions  now  I  will  conceale 

£race.  Grace  thefe  rude  lines  that  my  hearts  thoughts  reueale. 

la    Dif 
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10. 
Difgrace  not  me,  in  louing  thee, 
Difgrace  Difgrace  be  banifht  from  thy  heauenly  brow, 
not       Not  entertained  of  thy  piercing  eie, 
ine       Me  thy  fweete  lippes,  a  fweet  touch  will  allow, 
in        In  thy  faire  bofome  would  I  alwayes  lie, 
louing  Louing  in  fuch  a  downe-bed  to  be  placed, 

thee.  Thee  for  to  pleafe,  my  felfe  for  euer  graced. 

II. 
/  had  rather  hue  though  in  vaine  that  face. 
Then  hatte  of  any  other  grace, 
I         I  liue  enricht  with  gifts  of  great  content, 
had      Had  my  dedres  the  guerdon  of  good  will, 
ratJur    Rather  then  tafte  of  Fortunes  fickle  bent, 
lotu      Loue  bids  me  die,  and  fcorne  her  witleffe  skill, 
though    Though  Loue  command,  Defpaire  doth  ftil  attend, 

in        In  hazard  proues  oft  times  but  doubtful!  end. 
vaine     Vaine  is  the  loue  encountred  with  denayes, 
that      That  yeelds  but  griefe,  where  grace  fhould  rather  grow, 
yaw.      Face  full  of  furie,  voide  of  curteous  praife : 
then      Then  fince  all  loue  confifts  of  weale  and  woe, 
haue      Haue  ftill  in  mind,  that  loue  deferues  the  beft, 
of       Of  hearts  the  touchftone,  inward  motions  louing, 
atg^      Any  that  yeelds  the  fruite  of  true-loues  reft, 
other     Other  I  loue  vnworthie  of  commending, 
grace,     Grac'd  with  bare  beautie,  beautie  moft  offending. 

12. 
My  felfe  and  mine,  are  alwayes  thine. 
My      My  care  to  haue  my  blooming  Rofe  not  wither, 
felfe      Selfe-louing  Enuie  fhall  it  not  denie, 
and      And  that  bafe  weed  thy  growth  doth  feeke  to  hinder, 
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mine 

are 

alwayes 

thine. 


The 
darting 

of 
your 
eyes 
may 
heale 

or 
wound. 


Mine  hands  (hall  pull  him  vp  immediatly, 
Are  they  not  enuious  monfters  in  thine  eie, 
Alwayes  with  vaine  occafions  to  inclofe 
Thine  euer  growing  beautie,  like  the  Rofe  ? 

13. 
The  darting  of  your  eies,  may  heale  or  wound^ 
Let  not  empiring  lookes  my  heart  confound. 
The  ey-bals  in  your  head  are  Cupids  fire. 
Darting  fuch  hot  fparkles  at  my  breft, 
Of  force  I  am  enthrald,  and  do  defire 
Your  gracious  loue,  to  make  me  happie  bleft : 
Eyes,  lippes,  and  tongue  haue  caufed  my  vnreft. 
May  I  vnto  the  height  of  grace  afpire, 
Heale  my  ficke  heart  with  loues  great  griefe  oppreft, 
Or  if  to  fire  thou  wilt  not  yeeld  fuch  fuell, 
Wound  me  to  death,  and  fo  be  counted  cruell. 


Let       Let  the  wide  ope-mouth*d  world  flaunder  the  guiltie, 
not       Not  my  dead  Phoenix,  that  doth  fcome  fuch  (bame, 
empiring  Empiring  honor  blots  fuch  infamie, 
lookes     Lookes  dart  away  the  blemifh  of  that  name ; 
my       My  thoughts  prognofticate  thy  Ladies  pittie  : 
heart     Hearts-eafe  to  thee,  this  counfell  will  I  giue, 
confound  Confound  thy  foes,  but  let  true  louers  liue. 

14. 
You  are  my  ioy,  be  notfo  coy. 
You      You  bed  belou'd,  you  honor  of  delight, 
are       Are  the  bright  fhining  Starre  that  I  adore, 
my       My  eyes  like  Watchmen  gaze  within  the  night, 
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iay^  loy  fils  my  heart  when  you  do  Ihine  before, 

be  not  Be  not  difgrafiue  to  thy  friend  therefore : 

too  Too  glorious  are  thy  lookes  to  entertaine 

coy.  Coy  thoughts,  fell  peeuifli  deeds,  our  bafe  difdaine. 

15. 
For  you  I  die,  being  abfentfrom  mine  eye. 
For      For  all  the  holy  rites  that  Vetitis  vfeth, 
you       You  I  coniure  to  true  obedience : 
/         I  offer  faith,  which  no  kind  hart  refufeth, 
die.       Die  periur*d  Enuie  for  thy  late  offence, 
being     Being  enamored  of  rich  Beauties  pride, 
abfent     Abfent,  I  freeze  in  Winters  pining  cold, 
from      From  thee  I  fit,  as  if  thou  hadft  denide, 
my       My  loue-ficke  paffions  twentie  times  retold  : 
eye.  Eye-dazling  Miftris,  with  a  looke  of  pittie, 

Grace  my  fad  Song,  and  my  hearts  pining  Dittie. 
16. 
Send  me  your  heart,  to  eafe  my /mart. 
Send     Send  but  a  glaunce  of  amours  from  thine  eie, 
me       Me  will  it  rauifh  with  exceeding  pleafure, 
your      Your  eye-bals  do  enwrap  my  deftinie, 
heart     Heart  ficke  with  forrow,  forrow  out  of  meafure, 

to        To  thinke  vpon  my  loues  continuall  folly : 
eafe       Eafe  thou  my  paine  from  pitties  golden  treafure ; 
my  My  griefe  proceeds  from  thee,  and  I  fuppofe 

fmarL  Smart  of  my  fmart  will  my  lifes  bloud  inclofe. 

17. 
Seeing  you  haue  mine,  let  me  haue  thine. 
Seeing    Seeing  my  paffions  are  fo  penetrable, 
you       You  of  all  other  fhould  be  pittifull, 
haue      Haue  mind  of  me,  and  you'le  be  fauourable, 
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mine  Mine  hart  doth  tell  me  you  are  mercifull, 

let  Let  my  harts  loue  be  alwayes  violable, 

tne  Me  haue  you  found  in  all  tilings  dutifully 
haue  Haue  me  in  fauour,  and  thy  felfe  fhalt  fee, 

thine.  Thine  and  none  others,  will  I  all  wayes  be. 

18. 
Within  thy  breji,  my  hart  doth  reft. 

Within  Within  the  circuit  of  a  Chriftall  fpheare, 

thy  Thy  eyes  are  plaft,  and  vndemeath  thofe  eyes, 

breft^  Breft  of  hard  flint,  eares  that  do  fcome  to  heare 

my  My  dayes  fad  gronings,  and  night  waking  cries, 

hart  Hart  fore  ficke  paflions,  and  Loues  agonies, 
doth  Doth  it  become  thy  beauty  ?  no,  a  ilaine 

reft.  Refls  on  thy  bright  brow  wrinckled  with  difdaine. 

O  let  me  heare,  from  thee  my  deare. 
O        O  tongue  thou  haft  blafphem'd  thy  holy  Goddeffe, 
let       Let  me  do  penance  for  offending  thee, 
me       Me  do  thou  blame  for  my  forgetfulnefle : 
heare,     Heare  my  fubmiffion,  thou  wilt  fuccor  me : 
from      From  thy  harts  clofet  commeth  gentlenefle  : 
thee      Thee  hath  the  world  admir'd  for  clemency, 
my  My  hart  is  forrie,  and  He  bite  my  tongue, 

deare,  Deare  that  to  thee,  to  thee  I  offred  wrong. 

20. 
My  Phoenix  rare,  is  all  my  care. 
My       My  life,  my  hart,  my  thoughts,  I  dedicate. 
Phoenix  Phoenix  to  thee,  Phoenix  of  all  beauty, 
rare.      Rare  things  in  hart  of  thee  I  meditate, 
is        Is  it  not  time,  I  come  to  (hew  my  duty  ? 
all       All  fauors  vnto  thee  I  confecrate, 

My 


156 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Cantoes. 


149 


my 
care. 


I 
Tvould 

I 

mighty 

be 

thy 
delight. 


If 

I 
you 
kaue^ 
none 

elfe 

I 
craue. 


Be 
you 

to 
me^ 

as 

I 

to 
thee. 


My  goods,  my  lands,  my  felfe,  and  all  is  thine, 
Care  thofe  that  lift,  fo  thou  faire  bird  be  mine. 

21. 
/  would  I  might,  be  thy  delight. 
I  wifh  for  things,  would  they  might  take  efTeft, 
Would  they  might  end,  and  we  enioy  our  pleafure, 
I  vow  I  would  not  proffred  time  negleft, 
Might  I  but  gather  fuch  vnlook't  for  treafure. 
Be  all  things  enuious  I  would  the  refpe£t, 
Thy  fauours  in  my  hart  I  do  enroule. 
Delight  matcht  with  delight,  doth  me  controule. 
22. 
If  I  you  haue,  none  elfe  I  craue. 
If  adoration  euer  were  created, 
I  am  a  Maifter  of  that  holy  Art, 
You  my  aduotrix,  whom  I  haue  admired, 
Haue  of  my  true  deuotion  bore  a  part : 
None  but  your  felfe  may  here  be  nominated, 
Elfe  would  my  tongue  my  true  obedience  thwart : 
I  cannot  flatter,  Loue  will  not  allow  it, 
Craue  thou  my  hart,  on  thee  I  will  beftow  it 

23. 
Be  you  tome,  as  I  to  thee. 
Bee  the  poore  Bee,  fucke  hony  from  the  flower. 
You  have  a  fpacious  odoriferous  fleld. 
To  taft  all  moyfture,  where  in  fweet  Floras  bower, 
Me  fhall  you  find  fubmiffiuely  to  yeeld. 
As  a  poore  Captiue  looking  for  the  hower ; 
I  may  haue  gracious  lookes,  elfe  am  I  kild, 

To  dye  by  you  were  life,  and  yet  thy  fhame. 
Thee  would  the  wide  world  hate,  my  folly  blame. 
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24 
You  are  thefirjl^  in  whom  I  truJL 

You      You  in  your  bofome  hauing  plac'd  a  light, 

are       Are  the  chiefe  admirall  vnto  my  Fleet, 

the       The  Lanthorne  for  to  guide  me  in  the  night, 
firjly      Firft  to  the  Ihore,  where  I  may  fet  my  feet 

in        In  fafegard,  void  of  Dangers  cruell  fpight, 
wJtom     Whom  in  difgrace  Loue  and  fel  Enuie  meet, 

/  I  mufter  vp  my  fpirits,  and  they  flie  ; 

trujl,  Truft  of  thy  faith  controules  mine  enemie. 

25. 
You  are  the  lajl  my  lotujhall  tajle. 
You      You  (landing  on  the  tower  of  hope  and  feare, 
are       Are  timerous  of  felfe-will  fooliflineffe, 
the       The  onely  Viper  that  doth  loue-laies  teare, 
laft^       Laft  can  it  not,  tis  womans  peeuifhneffe, 
my       My  kind  affeftions  can  it  not  forbeare, 
loue      Loue  tells  me  that  tis  bred  in  idlenefle, 
fhall  Shall  fuch  occafion  hinder  thee  or  me  ? 

tajle.  Tafte  firft  the  fruit,  and  then  commend  the  tree. 

26. 
If  you  I  had^  I  Jhould  be  glad. 
If       If  the  Sunne  (hine,  the  harueft  man  is  glad, 
you       You  are  my  Sunne,  my  dayes  delightfome  Queene, 
/         I  am  your  harueft  laborer  almoft  mad, 
liad,      Had  I  not  my  glorious  commet  feene, 
/         I  wifh  that  I  might  fit  within  thy  (hade, 
Jhould    Should  I  be  welcome  ere  thy  beau  tie  fade : 
be  Be  not  NarciJfuSy  but  be  alwaies  kind, 

glad.  Glad  to  obtain  the  thing  thou  neare  couldft  find. 

27.  Thou 
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TJiough  place  be  far,  my  heart  is  nar. 
Though   Though  thou  my  Doue  from  me  be  feparated, 
place     Place,  nor  the  diilance  (hall  not  hinder  me, 

be        Be  conftant  for  a  while,  thou  maift  be  thwarted, 
far.       Far  am  I  not.  He  come  to  fuccour  thee. 
my       My  heart  and  thine,  my  fweet  (hall  nere  be  parted, 
heart     Heart  made  of  loue,  and  true  fimplicitie : 

is  Is  not  Loue  lawleffe,  full  of  powerfuU  might, 

nar.  Nar  to  my  heart  that  ftill  with  Loue  doth  fight 

28. 
My  thoughts  are  dead^  caufe  thou  artfPed. 
My       My  inward  Mufe  can  fmg  of  nought  but  Loue, 
thoughts  Thoughts  are  his  Heralds,  flying  to  my  bread 
are      Are  entertained,  if  they  thence  remoue, 
dead.     Dead  fhall  their  mailer  be,  and  in  vnrefl ; 
caufe     Caufe  all  the  world  thy  hatred  to  reproue, 
thou      Thou  art  that  All-in-all  that  I  loue  befl: : 
art  Art  thou  then  cruell  ?  no  thou  canft  not  be 

fped  Sped  with  fo  foule  a  fiend  as  Crueltie. 

29. 
I  fend  my  heart  to  thee,  where  gladly  I  would  be. 
I        I  of  all  other  am  faire  Venus  thrall, 
fend      Send  me  but  pleafant  glances  of  thine  eie, 
my       My  foule  will  leape  with  ioy  and  dance  withall, 
heart     Heart  of  my  heart,  and  foules  felicitie : 

to  To  beauties  Queene  my  heart  is  fanftified, 

thee.  Thee  aboue  all  things  haue  I  deified. 

Where    Where  is  Affedlions  ?  fled  to  Enuies  caue  ? 
gladly     Gladlie  my  Thoughts  would  beare  her  companie, 
/         I  from  foule  bondage  will  my  Phoenix  faue. 
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would     Would  flie  in  loue  requite  my  courtefie, 
be.  Be  louing  as  thou  art  faire,  elfe  fhall  I  fmg, 

Thy  beautie  a  poifnous  bitter  thing. 
30. 
If  you  me  iujl  haue  knowne^ 
Then  take  me  for  your  owne. 
If       If  you  be  faire,  why  (hould  you  be  vnkind  ? 
you       You  haue  no  perfeft  reafon  for  the  fame, 
me       Me  thinkes  it  were  your  glorie  for  to  find 
iuJl      luft  meafure  at  my  hands,  but  you  to  blame 
hat^  Haue  from  the  deepeft  clofet  of  your  heart, 

known,  Knowne  my  pure  thoughts,  and  yet  I  pine  in  fmart 

Then  Then  in  the  deepeft  meafure  of  pure  loue, 

take  Take  pittie  on  the  fad  ficke  pining  foule, 

me  Me  may  you  count  your  vnknowne  Turtle-Doue, 

for  For  in  my  bofomes  chamber,  I  enroule 
your  Your  deepe  loue-darting  eie,  and  ftill  will  be 

owne.  Owne  of  your  owne,  defpight  extremitie. 

31. 
My  heart  Ifend,  to  be  your  friend. 
My      My  deare  foules  comfort,  and  my  hopes  true  folace, 
heart     Heart  of  my  heart,  and  my  Hues  fecret  ioy, 

/         I  in  conceit  do  thy  fweete  felfc  embrace, 
fend,     Send  cloudie  exhalations  cleane  away 
to       To  the  blind  miftie  North,  there  for  to  ftay : 
be       Be  thou  my  arbour,  and  my  dwelling  place, 
your  Your  armes  the  circling  folds  that  (hall  enclofe  me, 

friend.  Friend  me  with  this,  and  thou  fhalt  neuer  lofe  me. 

32. 
/  haue  no  hue,  but  you  my  dene. 
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/  I  pine  in  fadneflfe,  and  in  fad  fongs  tinging 

luzue  Haue  fpent  my  time,  my  ditties  harfh  and  ill, 

no  No  fight  but  thy  faire  fight  would  I  be  feeing : 

lotu  Loue  in  my  bofome  keepes  his  caftle  flill, 

but  But  being  difleuered  I  fit  alwayes  pining, 

you  You  do  procure  me  Niobes  cup  to  fill, 

my  My  dutie  yet  remembred  I  dare  proue, 

dcue,  Doues  haue  no  power  for  to  exchange  their  Loue. 

34- 
/  will  not  change^  though  fome  bejirange, 
I        I  cannot  flir  one  foote  from  Venus  gate, 
will      Will  you  come  fit,  and  beare  me  company  ? 
not      Not  one  but  you  can  make  me  fortunate : 
change    Change  when  thou  wilt,  it  is  but  cruelty, 
though    Though  vnto  women  it  is  giuen  by  fate, 
fome      Some  gentle  minds  thefe  ranging  thoughts  do  hate : 
be  Be  thou  of  that  mind,  elfe  I  will  conclude, 

Jtrange,  Strange  haft  thou  alter'd  Loue,  to  be  fo  rude. 

Thoughts  keepe  me  waking. 
Thoughts  Thoughts  like  the  ayrie  pufBi^  of  the  wind, 
keepe     Keepe  a  fweet  faining  in  my  Loue-ficke  breft, 
me  ^    Me  ftill  afiiiring  that  thou  art  moft  kind, 
waking.  Waking  in  pleafure,  fleeping  fure  in  reft : 

That  no  fleepes  dreamings,  nor  no  waking  cries, 
To  our  fweet  louing  thoughts,  fweet  reft  denies. 

Seeing  that  my  heart  made  choife  ofthee^ 
Then  frame  thy  f elfe  to  comfort  me. 
Seeing    Seeing  Loue  is  pleafd  with  Loues  enamor'd  ioyes, 
that      That  Fortune  cannot  crofle  fweet  Cupids  will, 
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my  My  Loues  content,  not  with  fond  wanton  toyes : 

heart  Hart  of  my  hart  doth  Loues  vnkindneffe  kill, 

made  Made  by  fond  tongues  vpbraiding  hurtful!  skill : 

ckoife  Choife  now  is  fram'd  to  further  all  annoyes : 

of  Of  all  fweete  thoughts,  of  all  fweete  happie  reft, 

tJiee^  Thee  have  I  chofe,  to  make  me  three  times  bleft. 


Then  Then  let  our  holy  true  afpiring  loue, 

frame  Frame  vs  the  fweeteft  muficke  of  Defire : 

thy  Thy  words  (hall  make  true  concord,  and  remoue 

felfe  Selfe-will  it  felfe,  for  Venus  doth  require 

to  To  be  acquainted  with  thy  beauties  fire  : 
comfort  Comfort  my  heart,  for  comfort  tels  me  this, 

me.  Me  haft  thou  chofe  of  all  to  be  thy  bliife. 

My  heart  is  bound  tofauaur  thee, 
Thenyeeld  in  time  to  pit  tie  me. 

My  My  Phxnix  hath  two  ftarre-refembling  Eyes, 

heart  Heart  full  of  pittie,  and  her  fmiling  looke, 

is  Is  of  the  Sunnes  complexion,  and  replies, 

bound  Bound  for  performance  by  faire  Venus  booke 

to  To  faithfulneffe,  which  from  her  nurfe  flie  tooke  : 
fauour  Fauour  in  her  doth  fpring,  in  vertuous  praife, 

thee^  Thee  Eloquence  it  felfe  fliall  feeke  to  raife. 

Then  Then  in  performance  of  this  gracious  right, 

yeeld  Yeeld  vp  that  piteous  heart  to  be  my  Louer, 

in  In  recompence  how  I  haue  lou'd  thy  fight, 

titne  Time  fliall  from  time  to  time  to  thee  difcouer : 

to  To  thee  is  giuen  the  power  of  Cupids  might, 
pittie  Pittie  is  writ  in  gold  vpon  thy  hart, 
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me.  Me  promifing  to  cure  a  curelefle  fmart. 

/  toy  to  find  a  conjiant  mind, 
I        I  am  encompaft  round  about  with  ioy, 
toy       loy  to  enioy  my  fweete,  for  Ihe  protefteth 
to        To  comfort  me  that  languifh  in  annoy, 
find      Find  eafe  if  any  forrow  me  molefteth, 
a        A  happie  man  that  fuch  a  loue  pofTeileth*: 
conjiant  Conftant  in  words,  and  alwayes  vowes  to  loue  me, 

mind.  Mind  me  fhe  will,  but  yet  fhe  dares  not  proue  me. 

My  heart  by  hope  doth  liue^ 

Defire  no  icy  doth  giue. 
My      My  loue  and  deareft  life  to  thee  I  confecrate. 
heart     Heart  of  my  hearts  deare  treafure,  for  I  ftriue 
by       By  thy  deuinenefle  too  deuine  to  nominate, 
hope      Hope  of  approued  faith  in  me  mull  thriue : 
doth  Doth  not  the  God  of  Loue  that's  moil  deuine, 

Hue.  Liue  in  thy  bofomes  clofet  and  in  mine  ? 

Defire    Defire  to  that  vnfpeakable  delight, 
no       No  (harpe  conceited  wit  can  nere  fet  downe, 
ioy       loy  in  the  world  to  worldly  mens  ey-fight, 
doth      Doth  but  ignoble  thy  imperiall  crowne : 
giue.  Giue  thou  the  onfet  and  the  foe  will  flie. 

Amazed  at  thy  great  commanding  beautie. 

Death  Jhall  take  my  life  away^ 

Before  my  friendjhip  Jhall  decay. 
Death    Death  that  heart-wounding  Lord,  fweet  louers  foe, 
Jhall     Shall  lay  his  Ebone  darts  at  thy  faire  feete, 
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take  Take  them  into  thy  hand  and  worke  my  woe, 

my  My  woe  that  thy  minds  anguifh  will  regreet : 
life  Life,  hart,  loy,  greeting  and  all  my  pleafure, 

away.  Away  are  gone  and  fled  from  my  deare  treafure. 

Before    Before  one  ftaine  Ihal  blot  thy  fcarlet  die, 
my       My  bloud  fhall  like  a  fountaine  wafli  the  place, 
friendfhip  Friendfhip  it  felfe  knit  with  mortality, 
fhall      Shall  thy  immortal  blemifh  quite  difgrace : 
decay.  Decay  (hall  all  the  world,  my  Loue  in  thee 

Shall  line  vnfl:ain'd  vntoucht  perpetually 

Let  truth  report  what  hart  I  beare^ 
To  her  that  is  my  dearefi  deare. 
Let      Let  not  foule  pale-fac*d  Enuy  be  my  foe, 
truth     Truth  muft  declare  my  fpotlefle  loyalty, 
report     Report  vnto  the  world  fhall  plainely  (how 
what     What  hart  deare  Loue  I  alwayes  bore  to  thee, 
heart     Hart  fram'd  of  perfeft  Loues  fincerity : 
/  I  cannot  flatter,  this  I  plainely  fay, 

beare^  Beare  with  falfe  words,  ile  beare  the  blame  away. 

To  To  change  in  loue  is  a  bafe  (imple  thing, 

her  Her  name  will  be  oreftain'd  with  penury, 

that  That  doth  delight  in  nothing  but  di(rembling  ? 

is  Is  it  not  (hame  fo  for  to  wrong  faire  beauty, 

my  My  true  approued  toung  muft  anfwer  I 
dearefi  Deareft  beware  of  this,  and  leame  of  me, 

deare,  Deare  is  that  Loue  combined  with  Chaftity. 

Scene  hath  the  eye,  chofen  hath  t/ic  hart : 

Firme 
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Firme  is  the  faith,  and  loth  to  depart. 

Scene  Seene  in  all  learned  arts  is  my  beloued, 

hath  Hath  anie  one  fo  faire  a  Loue  as  I  ? 

the  The  ftony-hearted  fauage  hath  (he  moued, 

eie^  Eye  for  her  eye  tempts  blufliing  chaftitie, 
chofen  Chofen  to  make  their  nine  a  perfefl  ten, 

hath  Hath  the  fweet  Mufes  honored  her  agen. 

The  The  bright-e/d  wandring  world  doth  alwaies  feeke, 

hearty  Heart-curing  comfort  doth  proceed  from  thee, 

firme  Firme  truft,  pure  thoughts,  a  mind  that's  alwayes  meeke, 

is  Is  the  true  Badge  of  my  loues  Soueraigntie  : 
tlu  The  honor  of  our  age,  the  onely  faire, 

faith,  Faiths  miftris,  and  Truths  deare  adopted  heire. 

And     And  thofe  that  do  behold  thy  heauenly  beautie, 
loth      Loth  to  forfake  thee,  fpoile  themfelues  with  gazing, 
to        To  thee  all  humane  knees  proffer  their  dutie, 
depart.    Depart  they  will  not  but  with  fad  amazing : 

To  dimme  their  ey-fight  looking  gainft  the  funne, 
Whofe  hot  refledling  beames  will  neare  be  donne. 

No  woefo  great  in  loue,  not  being  heard. 
No  plague  fo  great  in  loue,  being  long  deferd. 
No       No  tongue  can  tell  the  world  my  hearts  deepe  anguifli, 
woe      Woe,  and  the  minds  great  perturbation 
fo        So  trouble  me,  that  day  and  night  I  languifli, 
great     Great  cares  in  loue  feeke  my  deftruflion  : 
in  In  all  things  gracious,  fauing  onely  this, 

loue,  Loue  is  my  foe,  that  I  account  my  bliffe. 
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Not  Not  all  the  world  could  profer  me  difgrace, 

being  Being  maintained  faireft  faire  by  thee, 

Jiard,  Hard-fortune  fliall  thy  feruant  nere  outface, 

no  No  ftormes  of  Difcord  fliould  difcomfort  me : 
plague  Plague  all  the  world  with  frownes  my  Turtle-DouCy 

fo  So  that  thou  fmile  on  me  and  be  my  loue. 

great  Great  Miftris,  matchleiTe  in  thy  foueraigntie, 

///  In  lue  and  recompence  of  my  afTeflion, 

lone  Loue  me  againe,  this  do  I  beg  of  thee, 

being  Being  bound  by  Cupids  kind  direflion : 
long  Long  haue  I  fu'd  for  grace,  yet  ftil  I  find, 

deferd.  Deferd  I  am  by  her  that's  moft  vnkind. 

And  if  my  louejhall  be  releeu'd  by  thee, 
My  heart  is  thine,  attd/o  account  of  me. 

And  And  yet  a  ftedfaft  hope  maintaines  my  hart, 

if  If  anie  fauour  fauourably  proceede 

my  My  deare  from  thee,  the  curer  of  my  fmart, 

loue  Loue  that  eafeth  minds  oppreft  with  neede, 
Jhal  be  Shall  be  the  true  Phifition  of  my  griefe, 

releeu'd  Releeu'd  alone  by  thee  that  yeeld'ft  reliefe. 

by  By  all  the  holy  rites  that  Loue  adoreth, 

thee.  Thee  haue  I  lou'd  aboue  the  loue  of  any, 

My  My  heart  in  truth  thee  alwayes  fauoureth, 

heart  Heart  freed  from  any  one,  then  freed  from  many  : 

is  Is  it  not  bafe  to  change  ?  yea  fo  they  fay, 

thine  Thine  owne  confeffion  loue  denies  delay. 

and  And  by  the  high  imperiall  feate  of  louc, 

fo  So  am  I  forc'd  by  Cupid  for  to  fweare, 

account  Account  I  muft  of  thee  my  Turtle-douc, 
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of       Of  thee  that  Times  long  memorie  (hall  outweare : 
me.  Me  by  thy  ftedfaft  truth  and  faith  denying, 

To  promife  any  hope  on  thee  relying. 

My  pajjions  are  a  hell  and  death  to  me^ 
VnleJJe  you  feele  remorce  andpitie  me. 
My       My  fweeteft  thoughts  fweet  loue  to  thee  I  fend, 
pajjions    Paflions  deeply  ingrafted,  vnremouable 
are      Are  my  afieflions,  and  I  mud  commend 
a        A  ftedfaft  truft  in  thee  moft  admirable  : 
hell  Hell  round  enwraps  my  bodie  by  difdaine, 

and  And  then  a  heauen  if  thou  loue  againe. 

death  Death  haunts  me  at  the  heeles,  yet  is  afTraid, 

to  To  touch  my  bofome,  knowing  thou  lou'ft  me, 

me^  Me  fometimes  terrifying  by  him  betraid, 

vnlejfe  Vnleffe  fweete  helpfuU  fuccour  come  from  thee : 
you  You  well  I  know,  the  honor  of  mine  eie, 

feele  Feele  fome  remorcefuU  helpe  in  miferie. 

retnorce   Remorce  fits  on  thy  brow  triumphantly, 
and      And  fmiles  vpon  my  face  with  gentle  cheere ; 
pittie     Pittie,  loues  gracious  mother  dwels  in  thee, 
me.       Me  fauouring,  abandoning  bafe  feare, 

Death  is  amazed,  viewing  of  thy  beautie, 
Thinking  thy  felfe  perfeft  eternitie. 

My  purejl  loue  doth  none  but  thee  adore^ 
My  heartie  thoughts  are  thine,  I  loue  no  more. 
My       My  comfortable  fweete  approued  Miftris, 
purejl     Pureft  of  all  the  pyre  that  nature  framed, 
loue      Loue  in  the  height  of  all  our  happineflfe, 
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doth      Doth  tell  me  that  thy  vertues  are  not  named  : 
none  None  can  giue  forth  thy  conflancie  approued, 

but  But  I  that  tride  thy  faith,  my  beft  beloued. 

Ttiee     Thee  in  the  temple  of  faire  Venus  flirine 
adorey    Adore  I  muft,  and  kneele  vpon  my  knee, 
my       My  fortunes  tell  me  plaine  that  thou  art  mine, 
heartie    Heartie  in  kindnefle,  yeelding  vnto  me : 
thoughts  Thoughts  the  much-great  difturbers  of  our  reft 

are  Are  fled,  and  lodge  in  fome  vnquiet  breft. 

Thine    Thine  euer  vnremou'd  and  ftill  kept  word, 
/        I  pondred  oftentimes  within  my  mind : 
Ume      Loue  told  me  that  thou  neuer  wouldft  afford, 
none      None  other  grace  but  that  which  I  did  And, 
more.  More  comfortable  did  this  found  in  mine  eare, 

Then  fweet  releafement  to  a  man  in  feare. 

/  do  refolue  to  loue  no  hue  but  thee^ 
Therefore  be  kind,  andfauour  none  but  me. 

I  I  fometime  fitting  by  my  felfe  alone, 

do  Do  meditate  of  things  that  are  enfuing, 

refolue  Refolue  I  do  that  thou  muft  end  my  mone, 

to  To  ftrengthen  Loue  if  loue  (hould  be  declining. 
loue  Loue  in  thy  bofome  dwels,  and  tells  me  ftill, 

no  No  enuious  ftormes  (hall  thwart  affedlions  will. 

Loue     Loue  hath  amaz'd  the  world,  plac'd  in  thy  brow, 
but       But  yet  flauifh  difdaine  feekes  for  to  croffe 
thee      Thee  and  my  felfe,  that  haue  combined  our  vow, 
therefore  Therefore  that  monfter  cannot  worke  our  loffe  : 

Be 
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be  Be  all  the  winds  of  Anger  bent  to  rage, 

kind.  Kind  (halt  thou  find  me,  thus  my  hart  I  gage. 

and      And  from  my  faith  that's  vnremoueable, 
fauour    Fauour  be  feated  in  thy  maiden  eie, 
none      None  can  receiue  it  loue  more  acceptable 
but       But  I  my  felfe,  waiting  thy  pittying  mercie : 
me.  Me  haft  thou  made  the  fubftance  of  delight, 

By  thy  faire  funne-refembling  heauenly  fight. 

Ah  quoth  Jhe^  but  where  is  true  Louef 
Where  quoth  he?  where  you  and  I  loue. 
I  quoth  flUy  were  thine  like  my  loue. 
Why  quoth  he,  as  you  hue  I  loue. 
Ah       Ah  thou  imperious  high  commaunding  Lord, 
quoth     (Quoth  he)  to  Cupid  gentle  god  of  Loue, 
\J\he^    He  that  I  honor  moft  will  not  accord, 
but       But  ftriues  againft  thy  luftice  from  aboue, 
where    Where  I  haue  promift  faith,  my  plighted  word 
is       Is  quite  refufed  with  a  bafe  reproue : 
true  True  louing  honour  this  I  onely  will  thee, 

louet  Loue  thy  true  loue,  or  elfe  falfe  loue  will  kill  me. 

Where  Where  Ihall  I  find  a  heart  that's  free  from  guile  ? 

quoth  Quoth  Faithfulneffe,  within  my  louers  breft. 

he^  He  at  thefe  pleafing  words  began  to  fmile, 

where  Where  Anguifh  wrapt  his  thoughts  in  much  vnreft : 

you  You  did  with  pretie  tales  the  time  beguile, 

and  And  made  him  in  conceited  pleafure  bleft, 
/  I  grac'd  the  words  fpoke  with  fo  fweet  a  tong, 

loue,  Loue  being  the  holy  burden  of  your  fong. 
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I  I  grac'd  your  fong  of  Loue,  but  by  the  way, 

qtioth  (Quoth  true  Experience,)  fit  and  you  fhall  fee, 

Jhe  She  will  enchaunt  you  with  her  heauenly  lay : 

were  Were  you  fram'd  all  of  heauenly  PoUicie, 

thine  Thine  eares  fhould  drinke  the  poifon  of  Delay, 

like  Like  as  I  faid,  fo  did  it  proue  to  be, 
my  My  Miftris  beautie  grac'd  my  Miftris  fong, 

laue.  Loue  pleafd  more  with  her  Eyes  than  with  her  Tong. 

Why  Why  then  in  deepeneflfe  of  fweete  Loues  delight, 

guotA  Quoth  (he,  the  perfeft  Miftris  of  Defire, 

Ae  He  that  I  honor  moft  bard  from  my  fight, 

as  As  a  bright  Lampe  kindles  Affeftions  fire  : 

you  You  Magicke  operations  worke  your  fpight, 

loue  Loue  to  the  mountaine  top  of  will  afpires : 
/  I  chalenge  all  in  all,  and  this  I  fing, 

loue.  Loue  is  a  holy  Saint,  a  Lord,  a  King. 

AA  Loue,  where  is  thy  faith  in  fweete  louet 
Why  loue  where  hearts  conioyne  in  true  loue : 
Why  then  my  heart  hopes  of  thy  Loues  loue^ 
Elfe  let  my  heart  beplagud  withfalfe  loue. 

Why  art  thou  fir ange  to  me  my  Dearet 
Notflrange  when  as  I  loue  my  deare : 
But  thou  efleenifi  not  of  thy  deare. 
Yes  when  I  kftow  my  dearefl  deare. 

Why  is  my  Louefofalfe  to  met 
My  loue  is  thine  if  thou  lotifl  me : 
Tliee  I  loue,  elfe  twm  contents  me. 
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If  thou  lotijl  me,  it  not  repents  me. 

Ah  quoth  he,  wker^s  faith  infweete  louet 
Why  quoihjhe,  conioynd  in  true  hue. 
Ah  quoth  he,  I  hope  of  thy  hue : 
Elfe  quoth  Jhe,  Ik  die  afalfe  hue. 

Ah  ffty  Deare,  why  dojl  thou  kill  met 
No  my  deare,  Loue  doth  not  will  me. 
Then  in  thine  armes  thoufhalt  enfould  me. 
/,  my  deare,  there  thoufhalt  hold  me : 

And  holding  me  betweene  thine  armes, 

I fhall  embrace  fweete  Louers  Charmes. 


Though  death  from  life  my  bodiepart. 
Yet  neare  the  Uffe  keepe  thou  my  hart. 

Though  Though  fome  men  are  inconilant,  fond,  and  fickle, 

death  Deaths  afhie  countenance  fhall  not  alter  me : 

from  From  glafTe  they  take  their  fubflance  being  brittle, 

life  Life,  Heart,  and  Hand  fhall  awaies  fauour  thee, 

n^  My  Pen  fhall  write  thy  vertues  regiflrie, 
bodie  Bodie  conioyn'd  with  bodie,  free  from  flrife, 

part.  Part  not  in  funder  till  we  part  our  life. 

Yet  Yet  my  foules  life  to  my  deare  lifes  concluding, 

nere  Nere  let  Abfurditie  that  villained  theefe, 

the  The  monfler  of  our  time,  mens  praife  deriding, 

leffe  LefTe  in  perfeuerance,  of  fmall  knowledge  chiefe, 
keepe  Keep  the  bafe  Gate  to  things  that  are  excelling, 

tkm  Thou  by  faire  vertues  praife  maifl  yeeld  reliefe, 
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my 
heart. 


Wliere 
hearts 
agree, 

no 
Jlrife 

can 

be. 


Thy 
voives 

my 

lone 

and 
heart 

hath 
wonney 

Till 

thy 
vntruth 

hath 

it 
vndonne. 


My  lines  are  thine,  then  tell  Abfurditie, 
Hart  of  my  deare,  (hall  blot  his  villainie. 

Wliere  hearts  agree^  no  Jlrife  can  be. 

Where  faithfulneffe  vnites  it  felfe  with  loue, 
Hearts  pin'd  with  forrow  cannot  difagree : 
Agree  they  mull  of  force,  for  from  aboue 
No  wind  oppreffing  mifchiefe  may  we  fee : 
Strife  is  quite  baniiht  from  our  companie. 
Can  I  be  fad  ?  no,  Pleafure  bids  me  fing, 
Be  bleffed,  for  fweete  Loue's  a  happie  thing. 

Thy  vowes  my  loue  and  heart  hath  wonne, 
Till  thy  vntruth  hath  it  vndonne. 

Thy  true  unfpeakable  fidelitie, 
Vowes  made  to  Cupid  and  his  faire-fac'd  mother, 
My  thoughts  haue  wonne  to  vertuous  chaftitie  : 
Loue  thee  alone  I  will,  and  loue  none  other. 
And  if  thou  find  not  my  loues  fecrecie. 
Heart  fauouring  thee,  then  do  thou  Fancie  fmother. 
Hath  all  the  world  fuch  a  true  Bird  as  I, 
Wonne  to  this  fauour  by  my  conftancie  ? 

Till  that  leane  flefliles  cripple,  pale-fac'd  Death, 
Thy  louely  Doue  Ihall  pierce  with  his  fell  dart, 
Vntruth  in  my  faire  bofome  nere  takes  breath : 
Hath  any  loue  fuch  a  firme  conftant  heart  ? 
It  is  thine  owne,  vnlefTe  thou  keepe  it  ilill 
Vndone  Ihall  I  be,  cleane  againft  my  will. 
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Timejkall  tell  thee^  how  well  I  loue  thee^ 

Time  Time  the  true  proportioner  of  things, 

Jhall  Shall  in  the  end  fhew  my  affeftion, 

tell  Tell  thee  from  whence  all  thefe  my  pailions  fpring, 

thee^  Thee  honoring  that  of  loue  haue  made  eleftion : 

how  How  often  I  haue  made  my  offerings^ 

well  Well  knowne  to  Venus  and  her  louely  fonne, 

/  I  to  the  wide  world  fhall  my  paflions  runne : 
loue  Loue  is  a  Lord  of  hearts,  a  great  Commander, 

thee.  Thee  chalenging  to  be  my  chiefe  defender. 

Mq/i  deuine  and/acred^ 
Haue  I  found  your  loue  vnfpotted. 
Mojl     Moft  reuerend  Miftris  honor  of  mine  eie, 
deuine    Deuine,  moft  holy  in  religious  loue, 

and      And  Lord  itfelfe  of  my  hearts  emperie, 
/acred     Sacred  in  thoughts  admitted  from  aboue, 
haue     Haue  in  remembrance  what  affeftion  willeth : 

/         I  it  reuiues  the  mind,  and  the  mind  killeth. 
found     Found  haue  I  written  in  your  skie-like  brow, 
your      Your  neuer  ceafing  kind  humilitie, 
loue      Loue  for  your  fake  to  me  hath  made  a  vow, 
vnfpotted  Vnfpotted  (hall  I  find  your  conftancie. 

And  without  flaine,  to  thy  pure  flainlefle  beautie. 
Shall  my  hearts  bofome  offer  vp  his  dutie. 

The  want  of  thee  is  death  to  me. 
The      The  day  fhall  be  all  night,  and  night  all  day 
want     Want  of  the  Sunne  and  Moone  to  giue  vs  light, 
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of  Of  a  blacke  darkneffe,  before  thy  loue  will  (lay 

ttiee  Thee  from  thy  pleafure  of  thy  hearts  delight. 

is  Is  not  Affeftion  nurfe  to  long  Delay  ? 

death  Deaths  Meffenger,  that  barres  me  from  thy  fight  ? 

to  To  be  in  abfence,  is  to  burne  in  fire, 

nu.  Me  round  enwrapping  with  hot  Loues  defire. 

/  laue  to  be  beloued, 
I        I  do  acknowledge  of  all  conftant  pure, 
loue      Loue  is  my  true  thoughts  herrald,  and  He  fing 
to        To  be  of  Uiy  thoughts  clofet,  firme  and  fure, 
be        Be  the  world  ftill  thy  vertues  deifying : 
beloued.  Beloued  of  the  moft,  yet  moft  of  many, 

Affirme  my  deare,  thou  art  beloued  of  any. 

I /come  if  I  be  f corned. 

I  I  being  not  belou'd  by  my  affeflion, 

fcorne  Scome  within  my  thoughts  fuch  bad  difgrace^ 

if  If  thou  of  me  do  make  thy  firme  eleftion, 

/  I  to  none  other  loue  will  giue  my  place : 
be  Be  thou  my  Saint,  my  bofomes  Lord  to  proue, 

fcomed.  Scorned  of  all,  He  be  thy  trueft  loue. 

The  heart's  inpaine,  that  loues  in  vaine. 
The      The  griefe  poore  louers  feele  being  not  beloued, 
heart's    Hearts  anguiih,  and  fad  lookes  may  teftifie : 

in        In  night  they  fleepe  not,  and  in  day  perplexed, 
paine,     Paine  of  this  forrow  makes  them  melancholy, 
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that  That  in  difdaine  their  filly  minds  are  vexed, 

laues  Loues  terror  is  fo  fliarpe,  fo  ftrong,  fo  mightie, 
in  In  all  things  vnrefiilable,  being  aliue, 

vaine.  Vaine  he  refifts  that  gainft  loues  force  doth  ftriue. 

What  greater  icy  can  be  then  this^ 
Where  laue  enioys  each  timers  wijh  t 

What  What  may  we  count  the  world  if  loue  were  dead  ? 

greater  Greater  in  woe,  then  woe  it  felfe  can  be, 

icy  loy  from  mans  fecret  bofome  being  fled, 

can  Cannot  but  kill  the  heart  immediatly, 

be  Becaufe  by  ioy  the  heart  is  nourifhed : 
then  Then  entertaine  fweete  loue  within  thy  breft, 

tJus,  This  motion  in  the  end  will  make  thee  bleft. 

Where  Where  two  harts  are  vnited  all  in  one, 

laue  Loue  like  a  King,  a  Lord,  a  Soueraigne, 

eniqyes  Enioyes  the  throne  of  blifle  to  fit  vpon, 

each  Each  fad  heart  crauing  aid,  by  Cupid  flaine : 
huers  Louers  be  merrie,  Loue  being  dignified, 

wiJh.  Wifh  what  you  will,  it  (hall  not  be  denied. 


Finis,  quoth  R,  Chejier. 
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HEREAFTER 

FOLLOW  DIVERSE 

Poeticall  Effaies  on  the  former  Sub- 
ie6l;  viz :  the  Turtle  and  Phcsmx. 

Done  by  the  bejl  and  chiefejl  of  our 

moderne  writers,  with  their  names  fub- 

fcribed  to  their  particular  workes  : 

neuer  before  extant. 

And  (now  firft)  confecrated  by  them  all  generally, 

to  the  loue  and  nierite  of  the  true-noble  Knight ^ 

Sir  lohn  Salisburie. 

Dignum  laude  virum  Mufa  vetat  morL 


Anchora  Spei, 
MDCI. 
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INVOCATIO, 

Ad  Apollinem  &  Pierides. 

GOod  Fate,  faire  Thefpian  Deities, 
And  thou  bright  God,  whofe  golden  Eies, 
Seme  as  a  Mirrour  to  the  filuer  Mome, 
When  (in  the  height  of  Grace)  (he  doth  adonie 

Her  Chryftall  prefence,  and  inuites 
The  euer-youthfuU  Bromius  to  delights, 

Sprinckling  his  fute  of  Vert  with  Pearle, 

And  (like  a  loofe  enamour'd  Girle) 
Ingles  his  cheeke ;  which  (waxing  red  with  fliame) 
Inilin6ls  the  fenfleffe  Grapes  to  do  the  fame, 

Till  by  his  fweete  refleftion  fed, 
They  gather  fpirit,  and  grow  difcoloured. 

To  your  high  influence  we  commend 
Our  following  Labours,  and  fuftend 

Our  mutuall  palmes,  prepared  to  gratulate 

An  honorable  friend:  then  propagate 
With  your  illuftrate  faculties 

Our  mentall  powers :  Inftruft  vs  how  to  rife 
In  weighty  Numbers,  well  purfu'd, 
And  varied  from  the  Multitude : 

Be  lauifh  once^  and  plenteoufly  profufe 

Your  holy  waters,  to  our  thirftie  Mufe, 
That  we  may  giue  a  Round  to  him 

In  a  Cq/ialian  boule,  crown'd  to  the  brim. 

Vatutn  Chorus, 
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To  the  worthily  honor*d  Knight 
Sir  lohn  Salisburie. 

NObleJl  of  minds^  Jiere  do  tlie  Mufes  bring 
Vnto  your  fafer  iudgements  taji, 
Pure  iuice  that flov/d from  the  Vimznfprings, 
NotfikKdy  nor  borrowed,  but  exJiauJl 
By  the  flame-hair' d  ApoUos  hand\ 
And  at  his  well-obfertid  command^ 
For  you  infufde  in  our  retentiue  braine. 
Is  now  diftild  thence^  through  our  quilks  againe. 

Value  our  verfe^  as  you  approtu  the  worth ; 

And  thinke  of  what  they  are  create^ 
No  Mercenarie  hope  did  bring  tliem  forth^ 
Tliey  tread  not  in  thatferuile  Gate ; 

But  a  true  Zeale^  borne  in  ourfpirites, 

Refponjible  to  your  high  Merites^ 
And  an  Inuention,  freer  then  the  Times, 
Thefe  were  the  Parents  to  ourfeuerall  Runes, 

Wherein  Kind,  Learned,  Enuious,  al  may  view^ 

That  we  haue  writ  worthy  ourfelues  and  you. 

Vatum  Chorus^ 
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Thefirjl. 

THe  filuer  Vault  of  heauen,  hath  but  one  Eie, 
And  that's  the  Sunne:  the  foule-maskt  Ladic,  Night 
(Which  blots  the  Cloudes,  the  white  Bookc  of  the  Skie,) 
But  one  ficke  PhcEbe^  feuer-fhaking  Light : 
The  heart,  one  ftring :  fo,  thus  in  fingle  turaes, 
The  world  one  Phanix^  till  another  burnes. 


TJte  burning. 

SVppofe  here  burnes  this  wonder  of  a  breath, 
In  righteous  flames,  and  holy-heated  fires : 
(Like  Muficke  which  doth  rapt  it  felfe  to  death, 
Sweef  ning  the  inward  roome  of  mans  Defires ;) 
So  (he  waft's  both  her  wings  in  piteous  ftrife ; 
"  The  flame  that  eates  her,  feedes  the  others  life  : 
Her  rare-dead  afhes,  fill  a  rare-Hue  vrne : 
"  One  Phoenix  borne,  another  Phanix  bume. 

Jgnoto, 
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LEt  the  bird  of  lowdeft  lay, 
On  the  fole  Arabian  tree, 
Herauld  fad  and  trumpet  be : 
To  whofe  found  chafte  wings  obay. 

But  thou  (hriking  harbinger, 
Foule  precurrer  of  the  fiend, 
Augour  of  the  feuers  end. 
To  this  troupe  come  thou  not  neere. 

From  this  Seffion  interdidl 
Euery  foule  of  tyrant  wingi 
Saue  the  Eagle  feath'red  King, 
Keepe  the  obfequie  fo  ftridt 

Let  the  Prieft  in  Surples  white, 
That  defunftiue  Muficke  can, 
Be  the  death-deuining  Swan, 
Left  the  Requiem  lacke  his  right 

And  thou  treble  dated  Crow, 
That  thy  fable  gender  mak'ft. 
With  the  breath  thou  giu'ft  and  tak'ft, 
Mongft  our  mourners  fhalt  thou  go. 

Here  the  Antheme  doth  commence, 
Loue  and  Conftancie  is  dead, 
Phcenix  and  the  Turtle  fled. 
In  a  mutuall  flame  from  hence. 

So  they  loued  as  loue  in  twaine, 
Had  the  eifence  but  in  one, 

Two 
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Two  diftinfts,  Diuifion  none, 
Number  there  in  loue  was  flaine. 

Hearts  remote,  yet  not  afunder ; 
Diftance  and  no  fpace  was  feene, 
Twixt  this  Turtle  and  his  Queene ; 
But  in  them  it  were  a  wonder. 

So  betweene  them  Loue  did  fhine, 
That  the  Turtle  faw  his  right, 
Flaming  in  the  Phoenix  fight ; 
Either  was  the  others  mine. 

Propertie  was  thus  appalled. 
That  the  felfe  was  not  the  fame  : 
Single  Natures  double  name, 
Neither  two  nor  one  was  called. 

Reafon  in  itfelf  confounded, 
Saw  Diuifion  grow  together. 
To  themfelues  yet  either  neither, 
Simple  were  fo  well  compounded. 

That  it  cried,  how  true  a  twaine, 
Seemeth  this  concordant  one, 
Loue  hath  Reafon,  Reafon  none, 
If  what  parts,  can  fo  remaine. 

Whereupon  it  made  this  Threne, 
To  the  Pkomix  and  the  Daue, 
Co-fupremes  and  ftarres  of  Loue, 
As  Chorus  to  their  Tragiquc  Scene. 
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Threnos. 

BEauti^  Truth,  and  Raritie, 
Grace  in  all  fimplicitie, 
Here  enclofde,  in  cinders  lie. 

Death  is  now  the  Phcenix  neff, 
And  the  Turtles  loyall  breft, 
To  etemitie  doth  reft. 

Leauing  no  pofteritie, 
Twas  not  their  infirmitie, 
It  was  married  Chaftitie. 

Truth  may  feeme,  but  cannot  be, 
Beautie  bragge,  but  tis  not  (he, 
Truth  and  Beautie  buried  be. 

To  this  vme  let  thofe  repaire, 

That  are  either  true  or  faire, 

For  thefe  dead  Birds,  figh  a  prayer. 


William  Shake-fpeare, 
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A  narration  and  defcriptimi  of  a 

moft  exafl  wondrous  creature,  arifing 

out  of  the  Phoenix  and  Turtle 

Doues  ajhes, 

OTwas  a  mouing  Epicidium  ! 
Can  Fire  ?  can  Time  ?  can  blacked  Fate  confume 
So  rare  creation  ?  No ;  tis  thwart  to  fence, 
Corruption  quakes  to  touch  fuch  excellence, 
Nature  exclaimes  for  luilice,  luftice  Fate, 
Ought  into  nought  can  neuer  remigrate. 
Then  looke ;  for  fee  what  glorious  iffue  (brighter 
Then  cleared  fire,  and  beyond  faith  farre  whiter 
Then  Dians  tier)  now  fprings  from  yonder  flame  ? 

Let  me  ftand  numb'd  with  wonder,  neuer  came 
So  (Irong  amazement  on  aftonifli'd  eie 
As  this,  this  meafureleflTe  pure  Raritie. 

Lo  now ;  th*  xtrafture  of  deuineft  EJfence^ 
The  Soule  of  heauens  laboured  Quintejfence, 
Peons  to  Phoebus)  from  deare  Louers  death, 
Takes  fweete  creation  and  all  bleiTmg  breath. 

What  ftrangenefle  is't  that  from  the  Turtles  alhes 
Aflumes  fuch  forme  ?  (whofe  fplendor  clearer  flaflies, 
Then  mounted  Delius)  tell  me  genuine  Mufe. 

Now  yeeld  your  aides,  you  fpirites  that  infufe 
A  facred  rapture,  light  my  weaker  eie : 
Raife  my  inuention  on  fwift  Phantafie, 
That  whilft  of  this  fame  Metaphificall 
God,  Man,  nor  Woman,  but  elix'd  of  all 
My  labouring  thoughts,  with  drained  ardor  fing. 
My  Mufe  may  mount  with  an  vncommon  wing. 
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The  de/criptian  0/  this  Perfe£lion. 
Ares  then  thy  too  audacious  fenfe 


Prefume,  define  that  boundleffe  Ens^ 

That  ampleft  thought  tranfcendeth  ? 
O  yet  vouchfafe  my  Mufe^  to  greete 
That  wondrous  rareneffe,  in  whofe  fweete 

All  praife  begins  and  endeth. 
Diuineft  Beautie  ?  that  was  flighted, 
That  adorn'd  this  wondrous  Brighteft, 

Which  had  nought  to  be  corrupted. 
In  this,  Perfeflion  had  no  meane 
To  this.  Earths  pureft  was  vncleane 

Which  vertue  euen  inftrufted. 
By  it  all  Beings  deck'd  and  (lained, 
Ideas  that  are  idly  fained 

Onely  here  fubfift  inuefted. 
Dread  not  to  giue  ftrain'd  praife  at  all. 
No  fpeech  is  Hyperbolicall, 

To  this  perfeftion  blefled. 
Thus  clofe  my  Rimes,  this  all  that  can  be  fayd, 
This  wonder  neuer  can  be  flattered. 


To  PerfeSlian. 
A  Sonnet. 

OFt  haue  I  gazed  with  aftonifli*d  eye, 
At  monflirous  iflues  of  ill  fliaped  birth, 
When  I  haue  feene  the  Midwife  to  old  earth, 
Nature  produce  moft  ftrange  deformitie. 

So 


186 


Digitized  by 


Google 


179 

So  haue  I  marueld  to  obferue  of  late, 
Hard  fauor'd  Feminines  fo  fcant  of  faire, 
That  Maskes  fo  choicely,  Iheltred  of  the  aire, 

As  if  their  beauties  were  not  theirs  by  fate. 

But  who  fo  weake  of  obferuation, 
Hath  not  difcern'd  long  fince  how  vertues  wanted. 
How  parcimonioufly  the  heauens  haue  fcanted, 

Our  chiefefl  part  of  adornation. 

But  now  I  ceafe  to  wonder,  now  I  find 
The  caufe  of  all  our  monftrous  penny-fliowes : 
Now  I  conceit  from  whence  wits  fcarc'tie  growes, 
Hard  fauour'd  features,  and  defefls  of  mind. 

Nature  long  time  hath  ftor'd  vp  vertue,  faireneflc, 
Shaping  the  reft  as  foiles  vnto  this  Rarenefle. 

PerfeSlioni  Hymnus. 

WHat  fliould  I  call  this  creature, 
Which  now  is  growne  vnto  maturitie  ? 
How  fliould  I  blafe  this  feature 

As  firme  and  conftant  as  Etemitie  ? 
Call  it  Perfeftion  ?  Fie  I 

Tis  perfefter  the  brighteft  names  can  light  it : 
Call  it  Heauens  mirror  ?  I. 

Alas,  beft  attributes  can  neuer  right  it. 
Beauties  refiftleffe  thunder  ? 

All  nomination  is  too  ftraight  of  fence : 
Deepe  Contemplations  wonder  7 

That  appellation  giue  this  excellence. 
Within  all  beft  confined, 

(Now  feebler  Genius  end  thy  (lighter  riming) 
Aa  2 
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*  Differentia  No  Subcrbcs*  all  IS  Mind, 

m^m  (apud  As  farrc  from  fpot,  as  poflible  defining. 

Senecamyicha- 

bet  nofln  lohtt  Marjlon, 

melior  pars  a- 

tUmus  in  Hits 

Huila  pars  ex* 

ira  animum.  Pcrijleros :  OT  the  male  Turtle. 

Ot  like  that  loofe  and  partie-liuer'd  Sefl 
Of  idle  Louers,  that  (as  different  Lights, 
On  colour'd  fubiefts,  different  hewes  refleft ;) 

Change  their  Affeflions  with  their  Miftris  Sights, 
That  with  her  Praife,  or  Difpraife,  drowne,  or  flote, 

And  muft  be  fed  with  frefh  Conceits,  and  Fafhions ; 
Neuer  waxe  cold,  but  die  :  loue  not,  but  dote : 

"  Loues  fires,  (laid  ludgemets  blow,  not  humorous  Paf- 
Whofe  Loues  vpon  their  Louers  pomp  depend,  (fions, 

And  quench  as  faft  as  her  Eyes  fparkle  twinkles, 
"  (Nought  lafts  that  doth  to  outward  worth  contend, 
"Al  Loue  in  fmooth  browes  born  is  tomb'd  in  wrinkles.) 

•  The  Turtle.  But  like  the  confecrated  *Bird  of  loue, 

•  ThePhcenix.      Whofe  whole  lifes  hap  to  his  *fole-mate  alluded, 

Whome  no  prowd  flockes  of  other  Foules  could  moue. 

But  in  her  felfe  all  companie  concluded. 
She  was  to  him  th'  Analifde  World  of  pleafure. 

Her  firmeneffe  cloth'd  him  in  varietie  ; 
Exceffe  of  all  things,  he  ioyd  in  her  meafure, 

Moum'd  when  (he  mourn'd,  and  dieth  when  (he  dies. 
Like  him  I  bound  th'  inftinft  of  all  my  powres, 

In  her  that  bounds  the  Empire  of  defert. 
And  Time  nor  Change  (that  all  things  elfe  deuoures, 

But  truth  eterniz'd  in  a  conftant  heart) 
Can  change  me  more  from  her,  then  her  from  merit, 
That  is  my  forme,  and  giues  my  being,  fpirit. 

George  Chapman, 
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Prceltulium. 

WE  mujljing  too ?  what  S\xh{Q&,  Jhal  we  chufe  f 
Or  who/e great  Name  in  Poets  Heauen  vfe, 
Far  the  more  Countenance  to  our  ASliue  Mufe? 

Hercules  ?  alaffe  his  bones  areyetfore^ 
With  his  old  earthly  Labors  ;  f  exaSl  more 
Of  his  dull  Godhead,  were  Sinne :  Lets  implore 

Phoebus  ?  No :  Tend  thy  CdirtJiilL    Enuious  Day 
S/tall  notgiue  out,  that  we  haue  made  theejiay^ 
Andfoundred  thy  hate  Teame,  to  tune  our  Lay. 

Nor  will  we  beg  of  thee^  Lord  of  the  Vine, 
To  raife  ourfpirites  with  thy  coniuring  Wine, 
In  the  green  circle  of  thy  luy  twine. 

Pallas,  nor  thee  we  call  ^«,  Mankind  Maide, 

That  (at  thy  birth)  mcuTfl  thepoore  Smith  afraide. 

Who  with  his  Axe  thy  Fathers  Mid-wife  plaide. 

Goy  crampe  dull  Mars,  light  Venus,  wlien  hefnorts^ 
Or  witli  thy  Tribade  Trine^  inuent  newfports, 
ThaUf  nor  their  loqfeneffe  with  our  Makingy&r/j. 

Let  the  old  "Roy  your  fonne  ply  his  old  Taske 
Tume  thejlale  Prologue  to  fome  painted  Maske, 
His  Abfence  in  our^ede  is  all  we  aske, 
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Hermes  the  clieatery  cannot  mixe  with  vs, 
Though  he  would  Jleale  his  fiJlers'V^gaSxiSt 
And  rifle  him  \  orpawne  his  Petafus. 

Nor  all  the  Ladies  of  tlie  Thefpian  Lake, 

(Though  they  were  crujht  into  one  forme)  could  make 

A  Beauty  of  that  Merit,  that  fhould  take 

^ur  Mufe  vp  by  Commiffion  :  No,  we  bring 

Our  owne  true  Fire ;  Now  our  Thought  takes  wing 

And  now  an  Epode  to  deep  eares  wefing,  * 

"  1\T  ^^  ^^  know  Vice  at  all,  and  keepe  true  ftate, 

1  ^  "Is  Vertue ;  and  not  Fate  : 

"  Next  to  that  Vertue,  is,  to  know  Vice  well, 

"  And  her  blacke  fpight  expell. 
Which  to  effefl  (fince  no  breft  is  fo  fure, 

Or  fafe,  but  Ihee'l  procure 
Some  way  of  entrance)  we  muft  plant  a  guard 

Of  Thoughts^  to  watch  and  ward 
At  th'  Eye  and  Eare,  (the  Ports  vnto  the  Mind-^ 

That  no  ftrange  or  vnkind 
Obieft  arriue  there,  but  the  Heart  (our  fpie) 

Giue  knowledge  inftantly. 
To  wakefuU  Reafon,  our  AffeSlions  King : 

Who  (in  th'  examining) 
Will  quickly  tafte  the  Treafon,  and  commit 
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Clofe,  the  clofe  caufe  of  it 
"  Tis  the  fecureft  PoUicie  we  haue, 

"  To  make  our  Senfe  our  Slaue. 
But  this  fair  courfe  is  not  embrac'd  by  many ; 

By  many  ?  fcarce  by  any : 
For  either  our  Affehions  do  rebell, 

Or  elfe  the  SentineUy 
(That  fhal  ring  larum  to  the  Heart)  doth  fleepe, 

Or  fome  great  Thought  doth  keepe 
Backe  the  Intelligence,  and  falfely  fweares 

The/r  bafe,  and  idle  Feares, 
Whereof  the  loyall  Confcience  fo  complaines. 

Thus  by  thefe  fubtill  traines, 
Do  feuerall  Paffions  ftill  inuade  the  Miftd^ 

And  ftrike  our  Reafon  blind  : 
Of  which  vfurping  ranke,  fome  haue  thought  Low^ 

The  firft ;  as  prone  to  moue 
Moll  frequent  Tumults,  Horrors,  and  Vnrefts, 

In  our  enflamed  brells. 
But  this  doth  from  their  cloud  of  Error  grow. 

Which  thus  we  ouerblow. 
The  thing  they  here  call  Loue^  is  blind  Defire^ 

Arm'd  with  Bow^  Shafts^  and  Fire ; 
Inconftant  like  the  Sea,  of  whence  'tis  borne, 

Rough,  fwelling,  like  a  Storme : 
With  whome  who  failes,  rides  on  the  furge  of  Feare^ 

And  boiles  as  if  he  were 
In  a  continuall  Tempeft.    Now  true  Loue 

No  fuch  effefts  doth  proue : 
That  is  an  Effence  moil  gentile,  and  fine. 

Pure,  perfeft ;  nay  diuine : 
It  is  a  golden  Chaine  let  down  from  Heauen, 
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Whofe  linkes  are  bright,  and  euen 
That  fals  like  Sleepe  on  Louers ;  and  combines 

The  foft  and  fweeteft  Mifids 
In  equal  knots :  This  beares  no  Brands  nor  Darts 

To  murder  different  harts, 
But  in  a  calme  and  God-like  vnitie, 

Preferues  Communitie, 
O  who  is  he  that  (in  this  peace)  enioyes 

Th*  Elixir  of  all  ioyes  ? 
(A  Forme  more  frefh  then  are  the  Edeft  bowers, 

And  lading  as  her  flowers : 
Richer  then  Time^  and  as  Titnes  Vertue  rare, 

Sober,  as  faddeft  Care^ 
A  fixed  Thought,  an  Eye  vntaught  to  glance  ;) 

Who  (bleft  with  fuch  high  chance) 
Would  at  fuggeftion  of  a  fteepe  Dejire 

Call  himfelfe  from  the  fpire 
Of  all  his  Happineffe  7  But  foft :  I  heare 

Some  vicious  Foole  draw  neare, 
That  cries  we  dreame  ;  and  fweares,  there's  no  fuch  thing 

As  this  chafte  Loue  we  fing. 
Peace  Luxurie,  thou  art  like  one  of  thofe 

Who  (being  at  fea)  fuppofe 
Becaufe  they  moue,  the  Continent  doth  fo  : 

No  ( Vice)  we  let  thee  know, 
Though  thy  wild  Thoughts  with  Sparrowes  wings  do  flie, 

'*  Turtles  can  chaftly  die ; 
And  yet  (in  this  t'exprefTe  our  felfe  more  cleare) 

We  do  not  number  here 
Such  Spirites  as  are  onely  continent, 

Becaufe  Lujls  meanes  are  fpent : 
Or  thofe,  who  doubt  the  common  mouth  of  Fame, 
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And  for  their  Place,  or  Name, 
Cannot  fo  fafely  fmne ;  Their  Ckajlitie 

Is  meere  Necejfitie, 
Nor  meane  we  thofe,  whom  Vawes  and  Confcitnce 

Haue  fild  with  Abjlinence: 
(Though  we  acknowledge  who  can  fo  abftaine, 

Makes  a  mod  blefled  gaine  : 
"  He  that  for  loue  of  goodneffe  hateth  ill, 

"  Is  more  Crowne-worthy  ftill, 
"  Then  he  which  for  finnes  Penaltie  forbeares, 

"  His  Heart  finnes,  though  he  feares.) 
But  we  propofe  a  perfon  like  our  Doue, 

Grac'd  with  a  Phoenix  loue : 
A  beauty  of  that  cleare  and  fparkling  Light, 

Would  make  a  Day  of  Night, 
And  tume  the  blackeft  forrowes  to  bright  ioyes  : 

Whofe  Od'rous  breath  deftroyes 
All  tafte  of  Bittemefle,  and  makes  the  Ayre 

As  fweete  as  (he  is  faire : 
A  Bodie  fo  harmonioufly  compofde, 

As  if  Nature  difclofde 
All  her  beft  Symmetrie  in  that  one  Feature : 

O,  fo  diuine  a  Creature 
Who  could  be  falfe  too  ?  chiefly  when  he  knowes 

How  onely  (he  beftowes 
The  wealthy  treafure  of  her  Loue  in  him ; 

Making  his  Fortunes  fwim 
In  the  full  floud  of  her  admired  perfeftion  t 

What  fauage,  brute  Aflfeftion, 
Would  not  be  fearefuU  to  offend  a  DaPie 

Of  this  excelling  frame  ? 
Much  more  a  noble  and  right  generous  Mind, 
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(To  vertuous  moodes  enclin'd) 
That  knowes  the  weight  of  Guilt :  He  will  refraine 

From  thoughts  of  fuch  a  flraine : 
And  to  his  Sence  obie£l  this  Sentence  euer, 

**Man  may  fecurefy  finne,  butfafely  neuer. 


Ben  loknfon. 


The  Phcsnix  Analyfde. 

NOw,  after  all,  let  no  man 
Receiue  it  for  a  Fable^ 
If  a  Bird  fo  amiable, 
Do  turne  into  a  Woman. 

Or  (by  our  Turtles  Augure) 
That  Natures  faireft  Creature, 
Proue  of  his  Mijiris  Feature, 

But  a  bare  Type  and  Figure. 


Ode  *€if0ov<ruurT&Kif. 

Splendor  I  O  more  then  mortall, 
For  other  formes  come  short  all 
Of  her  illuftrate  brightneffe, 
As  farre  as  Sinne's  from  lightneflfe. 

Her  wit  as  quicke,  and  fprightfull 
As  fire ;  and  more  delightful! 
Then  the  ftolne  fports  of  Loners^ 
When  night  their  meeting  couers. 
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ludgement  (adornd  with  Learning) 
Doth  Ihine  in  her  difceming, 
Cleare  as  a  naked  veftall 
Clofde  as  an  orbe  of  ChriftalL 

Her  breath  for  fweete  exceeding 
The  Phcmix  place  of  breeding, 
But  mixt  with  founds  tranfcending 
All  Nature  of  commending. 

Alas :  then  whither  wade  I, 
In  thought  to  praife  this  Ladie, 
When  feeking  her  renowning, 
My  felfe  am  fo  neare  drowning  ? 

Retire,  and  fay ;  Her  Graces 
Are  deeper  then  their  Faces : 
Yet  fliee's  nor  nice  to  (hew  them, 
Nor  takes  fhe  pride  to  know  them. 


Ben :  lohnfon. 
FINIS. 
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NOTES  AND   ILLUSTRATIONS. 


%*  The  References  are  to  the  Pagination  at  the  bottom^  not  at  the  top. 

Title-page  (i6oi),  p.  I.  On  this  see  our  Introduction.  Therein  the  significance 
of  these  words,  •* Loves  Martyr" —  ** Rosalins  Complaint " — 
"truth  of  Loue"— "the  constant  Fate  of  the  Phoenix  and 
Turtle*' —  " enterlaced  with  much  varietie and  rarltie" — "now 
first  translated  out  of  the  venerable  Italian  Torquato  Cieliano  " 
—  "some  new  compositions,  of  seuerall  modeme  Writers"  — 
"  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  their  seuerall  workes,  vpon 
the  first  subject :  viz.  the  Phoenix  and  Turtle,"  &c.,  are 
elucidated.  The  Latin  motto  is  fix>m  Martial,  Epigr.  i,  Ixvi,  9. 
„  (161 1),  p.  7.  On  this,  similarly  see  as  above.  "  Anuals"  is  a  mis- 
print of  the  original  for  "Annals.** 

EpiJUe-dedkatory^  pp.  3,  4.  Str  John  Salisburib.  See  Introduction  for 
fall  notices  of  this  specially  "honored  Knight.**  Page  3, 1.  8, 
** Po/se  6f*  nollet  nohile" — see  our  Introduction  on  this  motto ; 
1.  14,  "fT^tf  «ft^'«i^''=  ripe-judging;  11,  16-17,  *^his  owne 
child  to  befcUreJt  although  an  ^Ethiopian  ** —  a  proverbial  saying 
found  in  all  languages;  cf.  Love*s  L.  L.,  iv,  3,  "  Ethiops  .... 
their  sweet  complexion**;  1.  18,  ** infant  wit**  =  first  literary 
production  —  answering  to  the  title-page  *^  the  ftrjt  Effay  oi  vl 
new  BriHJh  Poet,"*  Page  4,  11.  6-7,  "  To  the  World;*  &c.= 
this  shews  that  "Imprinted  for  E.  B."  does  not  mean  a 
privately-printed  book,  but  one  'published*  for  'learned' 
and  'vulgar,'  if  so  they  were  minded  to  buy. 

The  Authors  request  to  the  Phatnix^  p.  5.  For  abundant  proofs  that  by  the 
'Phoenix'  was  meant  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  by  the  'Turtle- 
done  *  the  Earl  of  Essex — see  our  Introduction;  also  the  same 
for  the  further  confirmation  herein  of  Shakespere's  having 
favoured  Essex.  Note  —  this  is  the  'Author's  request,'  not 
a  translation.  Line  i,  "  beauteous  Bird  of  any  *'=  the  most 
"beauteous"  of  "any  '*  one,  and  of  all  birds ;  L  9,  *^ paling** 
=  surpassing;  1.  12,  **Endeuoured  haue  to  pleafe  in  praifing 
thee** — noticeable  and  noticed  in  our  Introduction. 

To  the  kind  Reader^  p.  6,  1.  I,  ^Uhe  f ache  of  Troy"*  =^l^^m^x\  L  2,  '*  Pryams 
murdred  Sonna**^  Homer;  lA,  ^'nor  Didoes  fall**=^  Virgil; 
11. 4-5,  "  OfCof/ars  VufloHes,**  &c,  Ac.  =  Shakespere—" JuUus 
Csesar"  is  now  generally  attributed  to  1599-1601 ;  1.  8, 
"v9i/tfffV,^>is^A/"  =  untuned-stringed.  The  motto  'Mea 
Porto,*  are  found  in  Emblem  books  under  a  tortoise. 
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Page  9,  Headings  1.  2,  ^* Metaphorically  applied  to  Dame  Nature" — see  Intro- 
duction on  this;  1.  4,  ** high  Star-chamber**  —  m  the  starry 
sphere  —  a  sphere  above  the  mandane;  L  6,  "  heauie  burdend" 
=  heavy-burdened;  st.  2,  L  5,  **  Lordiike  cowardice" — on  this 
allusion,  see  Introduction;  1.  6,  "y5?«^*'=  foolish;  ib,,  "nice** 
=  precise,  scrupulous,  as  in  Shakespeare,  yr^^«^/f/ir ;  st.  4, 1. 1, 
**/«/rra/'^r"=  supreme  ruler,  emperor  (so  Love's  L.  L.,  iii, 
1.  187)— one  of  Jupiter's  titles  was  "Imperator,"  and  "firie 
chair  "  is  used  because  he  was  the  prince  of  light  and  thunder: 
cf.  p.  16,  st  I,  and  p.  15,  st.  3;  L  4  (p.  10),  "Jirie chair"  =^ 
throne. 

„  10,  St.  I,  L  2,  "none-like"  cf.  L  $,  "nonefuch"  Hence  not  =  nun- 
like,  albeit  there  may  possibly  have  been  intended,  after  the 
manner  of  the  times  and  Shakespeare,  a  quibbling  pun  and 
the  secondary  meaning  of  *  nun-like*  hinted  at;  1.  4,  "milke- 
white  Doue**— not  =  \ht  "turtle-dove,"  but  =  the  Phcenix; 
St.  2,  L  I,  "heauenly  map"  —  9,  representation  in  miniature 
of  the  heavens;  L  5,  "locks  of  purejl  gold,"  The  'lock*  of 
Elizabeth's  hair  preserved  at  Wilton  (within  lines  by  Sir  Philip 
Sidney),  remains  to  attest  that  her's  was  of  sunbeam-gold,  and 
'red*  only  as  'gold*  was  called  "red  monie"  in  ancient 
ballad  and  story;  st  4,  L  2,  'V^/i/i#r^**= judge;  L  5,  "find" 
=  find  [wherewithal]  to  cure  the  wound?  **7b^/rf"=  table- 
book  —  which  were  often  made  of  ivory. 

„  II,  st  1, 1.  2,  "  Two  Carbuncles" — from  the  brilliance,  not  certainly  from 
the  'red '  colour  of  this  gem.  " Shineth  as  Fire  ....  whose 
shining  is  not  overcome  by  night ....  and  it  seemeth  as  it  were 
a  flame"  (Bateman  upon  B.  B.,  xvi,  c  26;  cf.  p.  16,  st  4, 1.  5). 
1.  3,  "/oueraigniu"^rA^  as  a  sovereign;  1.  5,  " Sonne "= 
sun.  Spenser,  without  metrigratia,  thus  spells  the  word.  See 
Shepherd* s  Calendar^  frequenter^  and  throughout  St.  2,  L  6, 
"  heauenly  Front" — ^hyperbolical  and  explained  by  L  5  as  the 
"front  of  Heaven,**  the  sky.  So  Shakespeare,  "the  front 
of  heaven  was  full  of  fiery  shapes,**  Henry  /K,  act  i,  sc.  i, 
1.  14,  et  a/ibi;  st  3,  1.  5,  "£nuie**—it  would  seem  that 
*  crystal'  was  supposed  to  prevent  or  "over-come" — envy; 
st  4,  11.  1-2.     Cf.  Venus  and  Adonis,  IL  451-2. 

"  Once  more  the  ruby-colour*d  portal  open'd. 
Which  to  his  speech  did  honey  passage  yield.*' 
IL  5-6—  universally  said  of  Elizabeth ;  and  st  I,  p.  12,  and 
indeed  throughout  the  portraiture.  See  Introduction.  LI.  5-6 
(p.  12),  ought  to  have  been  put  back  as  in  the  other  stanzas. 
This  has  been  inadvertently  n^lected  in  two  or  three  instances ; 
but  is  here  noted  once  for  all. 

„    12,  st  2,  1.  2,  "/«?wvA'j**= disyllabic  form  of  "pours**;   1.  4,  "ratietie" 
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su\  but  doubtless  a  misprint  for  'rarietie'= rarity,  nieiri  causa; 
St  3,  L  5,  **/piif-AiAi>j''= reflections  of  himself  in  her  eyes ; 
Mi.,  *' wanton  eyes."  See  st.  2,  L  2,  «  periWl  chaftitie"  and 
L  6  of  the  present  stanza,  **  doth  cha/UstMe''*  =m3kt  chaste,  with 
a  play  perhaps  on  'chastize'  in  its  ordinary  sense.  Hence 
'  wanton'  is  used  here  much  as  Shakespeare  speaks  of  "  wanton 
boys,"  /.A,  pleasure-loving  or  gamesome  or  fondling.  See 
Schmidt,  s.v.  So  in  Spenser,  Ac,  &c.  St  4,  11.  1-2 — ming- 
ling of  ancient  and  (apparently)  modern  fable  ;  1.  4,  *^ glories^'* 
=  glories*. 
Page  13,  St.  I,  U.  1-2,  ^*men  may  reade  HW'* —  men  =  each  man  of  all  men  ; 
1.  2,  evidently  the  comma  after  'woe'  is  a  misprint  for  a 
period(.)  Note  —  all  these  celebrations  from  "Head"  to 
"Bellie"  and  onward  (p.  6  to  "Feete"),  shew  that  a  per- 
son and  a  female  was  intended  by  the  "Phoenix."  The 
"Arabian  Phoenix,"  or  bird  so-called,  is  distinguished  from 
the  other  (st  3,  IL  3-4);  st  2,  L  I,  see  our  Introduction  for 
an  incident  in  Elizabeth's  life  illustrative  of  this  5  st.  4,  "^«" — 
this  is  misprinted  in  the  original  "yea,"  and  perhaps  ought  to 
have  been  so  left  and  noted  here.  See  Postscript  to  our 
Introduction  for  other  similar  errors,  and  also  certain  'slips' 
of  our  own  (of  no  great  moment).  St  5,  1.  2,  "  Gehon^^^ 
Gihon,  Genesis  ii,  13  ;  1.  3,  "//T«<f"= prized  with  such  honour. 
„  14,  St.  2,  11.  5-6.  Punctuate  [nieo  judicio)  "  why,  .  .  .  Ihe .  .  .  Angell "; 
st  3,  L  4,  *^Jweet  im/"= sweet-writ ;  1.  6,  "  corporate  SouIe**=i 
soul  existing  in  her  conjoint  body ;  st.  4=the  "  Marigold  "  that 
has  at  night,  ue.^  after  the  setting  and  so  absence  of  the  sun, 
closed  the  glory  of  her  eye,  now  at  her  approach  unfolds  again 
as  she  would  at  the  sun's  approach  ;  1.  5,  "  Phoenix "  = 
Phoenix';  .L  6,  "^«W'=  yield  obeisance,  as  acknowledging 
their  inferiority. 
„  15,  St.  I,  L  2,  ** Arras  cloth^  ^9,  rich  kind  of  tapestry,  and  so  named 
because  the  best  was  made  at  Arras  the  capital  of  Artois  ;  1.  3, 
"Ai/f>w"=Satyrs;  st  2,  1.  I,  "  This  Phoenix  I  do  feare  me 
wiU  decay^^  &c.  Elizabeth  in  1601,  when  Lov^s  Martyr  was 
published,  was  well  nigh  the  close  of  her  long  life  and  reign ; 
and  making  as  long  an  interval  as  one  can  well  suppose  between 
the  composition  and  publication  of  the  poem,  she  must  have 
been  long  past  possible  maternity  before  these  words  could 
have  been  written.  In  the  Epistlenledicatory  the  Author 
speaks  of  his  **  long  expected  labour";  but  the  ''long*'  could 
scarcely  cover  more  than  comparatively  a  few  years.  Eveiy  one 
knows,  however,  that  strong-brained  as  was  the  great  Queen, 
she  sniffed  to  the  last  gratefully  and  graciously  whatever  incense 
of  flattery  of  her  person  courtiers  and  poets  chose  to  offer  her. 
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See  our  Introduction  for  more  on  this ;  st  4,  "  w4'--*/"= white— 
to  agree  with  its  rhyme  "outright"  (1.  4);  L  5,  '*Jl9H€ke''=^ 
[was]  ftrucke ;  1.  6,  "  Z><7«^**— again  as  in  page  10,  st.  I,  1.  4, 
not  the  "turtle  done"  but  =  the  Phoenix  still;  1.  5  (p.  16), 
**wi/2^"=vast,  limitless.  So  in  Shakespeare, /rf^w^/f/ir. 
Page  16,  St.  I,  L  I,  **tefnfntU*^  —  used  as  from  timor  =  timority,  fear;  st.  2, 
1.  3,  "^x/kii/a//^;f=:extollation  ;  L  4,  either  "  deuine-maiesticall  ** 
or  comma  after  "deuine";  L  5,  ** painted  picture  there*'*— 
portrait  of  Elizabeth  as  was  her  wont  in  all  the  splendor  of 
"rich  wrought  .  .  .  gold*'  and  jewels-;  st  4,  L  5,  ^* Eyes 
waniing^  Jire"=vimtiBg  the  fire  of  living  eyes.  Or  does  he 
mean  that  they  flamed  or  gleamed,  but  wanted  the  anger  or 
rage  of  fire  like  the  carbuncle,  as  before  ? 
„  17,  St.  I,  11.  5-6.  In  plain  prose,  get  Elizabeth  to  marry — see  next 
stanza,  IL  5-6;  st  2,  L  2,  ** plat ftd^*— made  smooth.  So 
Dr.  Henry  More  {Chertsey  Worthier  Library  edition  of  his 
complete  Poems,  p.  15) : 

"  Such  as  this  Phyllis  would,  whenas  she  plains 
Their  Sunday-cloths,  and  the  washt  white  with  azure  stains." 

{Psychotota^  st  21.) 

!•  3»  *' painted  Jhape''=i^x\jniit  as  before;  st  3,  1.  3,  "1/ 
zcwvh'flt^"  =  ill- working ;  1.  4,  "white Brytania" — so  that  the 
'Phoenix,*  beside  which  that  of  Arabia  was  but  "fruitlese 
ayre,**  was  within  the  "white  cliffs**  of  Britain.  Be  it  noted 
specially  —  for  the  punctuation  is  bad  —  that  while  it  is 
"  leaue**  (1.  2)  and  "  Icaue  **  (L  3)  as  =  let  alone,  seek  not  there, 
in  1.  4,  it  b  "leaue  m^**—  leave  to  me,  in  my  keeping,  or  qu., 
Do  you  leave  ?  So  that  neither  in  Arabia  (named  as  the  seat  of 
the  mythical  'phoenix')  nor  in  "white  Br3rtania*'=  England, 
was  there  a  fitting  '  mate*  (husband)  for  the  Phoenix.  Cf.  st.  3, 
U.  5-6;  st  4, 11.  1-2,  "  There  is  a  country,  &c  . . .  Paphos  Ile.'^ 
See  our  Introduction  on  this  very  noticeable  bit ;  meanwhile,  I 
here  record,  that  by  "Paphos  Ue,*'  I  understand  Ireland, 
whither  Essex — as  we  all  know — proceeded.  The  description 
that  follows  is  idealized  in  correspondence  with  the  love- 
imaginative  name  given  to  it  of  "Paphos  He,**  a  name  than 
which  none  could  have  been  more  happily  chosen,  being  that 
of  the  supreme  seat  of  the  worship  of  Venus  (f>.,  in  such  a 
love-story  as  this  o{ Lov^s  Martyr),  1.  5,  "  Cipariffus groue** 
ssCyparissus  —  the  'grove*  of  Phocis,  not  far  from  Delphi; 
1.  6,  "a  /econd  Photnix  /w^**=  Phoenix*  love;  st  5,  L  I, 
"champion  **=  champaign. 
„  18,  st  I,  1.  I,  "^%g5pf-fl«w*i/**=big-arm*d;  st  2,  L  5,  "A>*'=ky;  1.  6, 
" nw«</"=  dance;  st  3,  1.  3,  " delight  fome^*^ cleziXy  mis- 
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print  for  'delightsome';  st.  4, 1.  4,  "^/3K» "=  banks;  11.  5-6 
=  but  the  country  Gallants  with  Ulysses  eares. 
Page  19,  St  I,  11  1-2  and  4,  **  hifflng  Adders  JHng^  May  not  come  neere  this  holy 
plot  of  ground''  and,  ^^  Nor  poifon-fpitHng  Serpent  may  be 
found''  How  could  Ireland  have  been  more  defUy  indicated 
than  by  the  two-fold  characteristics  of  (i)  The  banishing  of 
all  serpents  (by  St.  Patrick),  (2)  Its  proud  title  of  "the 
Isle  of  Saints"?  st.  2,  1.  4,  ^* Lycorice"  ^^  9i  plant  of  the 
genus  Glycyrrhira;  ^.,  ^*/weet  Arabian /pice"=^  QXin9xaovL\ 
sts.  3-4,  with  equal  deftness  are  the  Irish  residence,  and  the 
personal  characteristics,  and  personal  appearance,  and  the 
services  of  Essex  herein  set  forth.  Who,  of  all  her  subjects, 
could  have  taken  this  name  of  ** Liberall  honor"  save  Essex? 
See  our  Introduction  for  quotations  from  Churchyard,  Peele, 
and  others,  wherein  he  is  exactly  thus  spoken  of.  St.  5,  1.  3, 
"/r^i<i3pw/"=  precedent,  exemplar  ;1.  4  (p.  20),  **  his  gentle 
humour f piled" —  very  noticeable  in  relation  to  Essex ;  U.  5-6 

—  a  word-photograph  of  Essex. 

„  20,  st  I,  1.  4,  "  high  hill"=  royal  crag-enthroned  Windsor;  st.  2, 1.  2, 
"  Cenfure"^  judgment  j  st  2,  L  6,  ^*  loue  ioyne  thefe  fares"  &c. 

—  marry  Elizabeth  and  Essex. 

„  20^  An  Introduction  to  the  Prayer^  st  I,  L  2,  "  Thou  dementall  fauourer 
of  the  Night" —  Is  the  reference  to  God*s  manifestation  of 
Himself,  e.g,<t  on  Sinai,  and  within  the  temple  in  "clouds  and 
darkness"?  CC  Deuteronomy,  iv,  ii ;  2  Samuel,  xxii,  12; 
Psalm,  xcvii,  2;  and  i  Kings,  viii,  10-12;  Leviticus,  xvi,  2; 
and  cognate  passages.  St  2  (p.  21),  1.  6,  "  TurtU-doue"  =^ 
Essex — as  hereafter  will  appear. 

„  21,  A  Prayet  modi,  ^c.  See  Introduction  on  this  "ftluer  coloured Doue" 
(wrfthe  "Turtle-doue'*),  and  the  force  of  "fl^ijKtt^";  sti,L4, 
^^fad"^  serious  or  solemn:  or  qu.  intentive? 

„  22,  st  2,  L  I,  "^^"— shewing  it  is  not  the  '  Turtle-doue *  (described  as 
"he"  onward);  L  4,  the  comma  after  '^baite"  certainly  ought 
to  have  been  a  period  (.);  st  4, 1.  i,  "lead/l"=:  ledst,  i,e,,  past 
tense;  id.,  **  red  coloured  waues  "—red-colowced.  The  *  Red 
Sea'  is  meant — see  Exodus,  xiv,  and  parallel  passages.  I 
remember  seeing  the  '  Red  Sea,'  off  the  Desert  of  Sinai,  red 
as  blood,  not  merely  under  the  purple  splendor  of  the  mar- 
vellous sunset  —  a  hue  common  to  all  sunsets  —  but  from 
myriad  infusioria  so  far  as  I  could  make  out  So  that  "  red- 
coloured  wanes"  is  not  a  mere  fancy,  much  less  a  blunder — 
such  as  Wordsworth's  when  he  speaks  of  Baalbec  rising  from 
bare  sands,  whereas  its  site  is  a  glorious  fertile  plain.  1.  5 
(p.  23)  "wAfl/"— qu.  misprint  for  'that'  or  'which'? 

„    23,  St.  I,  U.  6-7  =  do  not  let  her  [Elizabeth]  remain  a  "  Virgin  Queen  " 
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—  let  her  marry  —  she  the  "siluer  coloured  doue'*  to  him  the 
"turtle-doue." 

Page  23,  To  tho/e  of  light  bdeefe,  st  l,  L  6,  '*  abandoning  dtceii^'=  fiction  has 
hitherto  been  mingled  with  fact,  e,g,^  in  the  hyperbolical  and 
so  'deceptive'  description  of  Ireland  as  "Paphos  He";  st  3, 
L  I,  **  gentie  Reader^^ — anothernote  of  publication. 
„  24,  yi  meeting  Dialogue-wife  betweene  Nature^  6*^.,  st.  1,  L  6,  "My 
breafts  beauteous  Eie^*— spots  eye-like,  as  of  the  peacock, 
pheasant,  and  (of  course)  the  mythical  'phoenix*;  st.  2,  I.  4, 
**neuer  2wM"=  never  [be]  with;  st  3,  1.  4,  " relenting'* = 
sorrowful  or  sorrowing.  Here  is  touched  the  popular  and 
indestructible  belief  that  the  only  genuine  love-passion 
Elizabeth  ever  had  was  for  Essex.  More  anon.  L.  6  (p.  25), 
**/or  vertt4e"=  on  account  of  thy,  or  in  admission  of  thy 
virtue,  &c,  sing;  L  7,  "«««nr«</**=  reuerenced. 
„  25,  st  I,  L  7,  **/<^  baytemy  hooke^'*  —  a  throb  of  penitent  confession  of 
her  laying  'baits'  for  Essex,  drawing  him  on  and  'hooking' 
him,  winning  his  burning  love  and  devotion,  yet  pla3ring  him 
false;  st  2,  1.  5,  ''sullen  MirtA"—the  very  type  of  Elizabeth's 
moody  mirth  and  sadness,  bursts  of  scorn  and  passion  and 
aching  melancholy  ;  st  3,  1.  i,  **vading,^  I  may  refer  here  to 
a  note  in  my  edition  of  Southwell,  s,  v.,  for  the  distinction 
between  'vading*  and  'fading.'  L  5,  ** Sunne-bred**  — 
speaking  as  the  'inioenix';  ibid.,  "^x^i//"= exhale;  11.  6-7 

—  **Enuie*^  is  the  uttermost  word  that  the  Poet  dared  use. 
lie  makes  the  Queen  hint  at  the  contest  between  the  Queen 
and  the  woman,  the  passionate  love  and  the  self-restraint 
thought  to  be  due  to  herselC  She  fain  "would  loue"  and 
follow  it  up  with  marriage;  but  what,  marry  a  subject? 
"There  was  the  rub."  Other  considerations  were  also 
blended,  e,g.,  I  fear  what  my  subjects  may  say  to  my 
marrying  a  subject  and  what  their  '  envy '  may  attempt  on 
him.  We  must  remember  that  the  nobles  were  far  more 
powerful  and  jealous  of  one  another  than  in  our  day,  and  even 
Elizabeth  might  well  fear  displeasing  them  by  such  a  step. 
See  St.  4,  L  5,  banning  at  p.  26,  and  p.  26,  st.  i,  IL  3-6 ; 
also  p.  27,  st  I,  and  p.  28,  st.  2  and  3.  See  too  "  Enuie"  is 
changed  to  "Malice"  (p.  26)  U.  6-7 ;  st  4, 1.  i,  "  Tablitony*= 
the  old  tablet  (metri  gratia,  as  "glorie"  is  the  rhyming  word) 
given  by  Minsheu  as  a  necklet,  necklace  or  brooch  :  "Monile 
quod  gestantem  virtutis  admoneat,  nam  primum  ob  aliquod 
egregium  factum  clari  solebat"  One  can't  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  this  Latin  explanation  ;  but  it  shews  the  prevalent 
idea,  and  it  agiees  with  the  use  of  "tablitorie"  in  the  text — 
a  tahleriiim  is  called  mappula,  mantile. 
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Page  26,  St  I,  1.  4,  '^fond  fu/pUions  cage'* — here  and  elsewhere  there  is  a 
glance  back  on  the  early  perilous  years  of  Elizabeth  under  her 
sister  Mary;  1.  7,  "thy" — sic,  but  somewhat  obscure;  st  2, 
1.  7,  **And  «(tt/Zp"= while  I  waste;  st  3,  L  6,  **y(mg^  frejh^ 
greene'* — no  doubt  with  application  to  the  'Phoenix/  but 
underlying  this  a  reference,  as  already  noted,  to  Elizabeth's 
beautiful  youthhood,  when  beyond  all  question  she  was  a 
magnificent  creature;  iind^  '*paje**  =^pass  away,  die;  L  7, 
**y2geMgiaJ?** =m\rror  of  steeL  Note — There  is  intentional 
anachronism  in  order  to  give  scope  for  just  'praise*  of 
Elizabeth ;  nor  are  these  touches  on  her  '  yong  '  maiden  days 
the  least  precious  d/is  for  us  to-day ;  st  4,  L  I,  "  Continent" = 
container  is  that  which  contains  anything.  So  frequenter  in 
Shakespeare  and  contemporaries,  and  later. 

„  27,  st  I,  L  5,  "  /M//r</*'= tattered — as  in  Shakespeare  and  contemporaries; 
ibid,  "ra^/"=  ragged;  st  2,  L  7,  *^  the  performance  bears  the 
greater fway*'^ =^<&tA.  better  than  words,  action  than  threats. 

„  28,  St.  I,  L  3,  **  Toades  them/dues  did  wound" — ue,,  did  wound  one 
another — so  letting  out  by  their  'wounds'  their  unfragrant 
poison  (mythical);  L  4,  ^^poysoned,"  i.e.,  infected  with  poison, 
being  a  poison-natured  thing  =  poisonous ;  1.  5,  *'/ent"= 
scent ;  st  2, 1,  3,  **As  he  hath  had  in  his  dayes  fecret  prying" — 
hints  at  '  secret '  influences  against  Elizabeth  in  the  days  of 
Mary;  L  4,  "rtf//w*p"  =  calming  or  qu.  —  tranquil ?  L  7, 
*'  Amarous" — jf^ = amorous  ;  st  3, 1.  I,  **yi//ani^' =Envie — 
as  previously  described ;  L  4,  *'true  harted"  =  true-hearted  ; 
U.  6-7 — another  genuine  cry  out  of  the  woman's  heart — ^let  the 
title  of  the  poem  be  remembered  of  Loif^s  Martyr,  &c  Let 
it  also  be  remembered,  that  so  early  as  Peele's  *'^  Eglogve 
Gratvlatorie,  Entituled:  To  the  right  honourable,  and  re- 
nowmed  Shepheard  of  Albions  Arcadia:  Robert  Earle  of 
Essex  and  Ewe,  for  his  welcome  into  England  from  Portugall" 
(1589),  the  burden  is  "Emy  doth  aye  true  honours  deeds 
despise."    See  our  Introduction. 

„  29,  st  I,  L  4,  *'coyie"==tam\iXt.  Cf.  Tempest,  act  i,  sc.  2.  St  2,  1.  2, 
''his  Throne,"  i,e.,  of  Essex,  who  really  held  the  'Throne'  of 
Elizabeth's  heart — the  'his'  here  is  subtle  and  fine;  1.  5, 
*'ore  charge"  =  o'er  charge ;  st  3,  I  i,  "peeui/h"=  petulant, 
fretful ;  L  7,  "7"=Aye ;  st  4, — query,  should  the  punctuation 
be 'Light'   'deplore;' 

„  30^  st  I,  L  7,  "Ba//amum"'=  balsam.  Comedy  of  Errors,  act  iv,  sc.  i. 
st  2,  L  2,  ''Anker-hold"  and  1.  6,  "  plot  of  Grouttd"  =^^e  soil 
that  holds  your  anchor,  or  (astners  of  the  flukes  on  the  ground ; 
st  3,  L  3,  "the  Roche  my  fhip  did feeke  to  Jhiuer"  =- steVt  to 
shiver  my  Ship;  1.  7,  "  diffembling  Loue" — another  sting  of 
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conscience  —  she  dissembled  the  love  that  was  really  in  her 
heart  ;  st  4,  L  5,  **peru/e  =  survey  or  run  over  with  an 
observant  eye  ;  1.  6,  "  ttfA^^"= which  ? 
Page  31,  St  I,  1.  3,  "-^AT^f"  =  sceptre,  as  before;  L  7,  '* Paphas  //«r"  =  the 
island  of  Venus  (Love)  as  before;  st.  2-3  —  a  passionate 
description  of  Elizabeth's  'suspect'  and  dangerous  early 
years ;  st  3,  L  2,  ".^tf</<Pw''=  over-shadow,  eclipse ;  st  4,  1.  2, 
•*/»^a«M,"&c— peculiarly  true  of  Elizabeth— 'tyred*  seems 
a  misprint  for  'tryed*;  1.  7,  ^'feathered  A^!«/"= adorned  with 
feathers  as  young  high-stationed  maidens  were,  but  of  course 
here  as  being  to  'Phoenix';  i6,  **a  craitme'* — explicit  enough 
surely  as  to  the  "  Phcenix"  being  Elizabeth,  albeit  this  'crown' 
(in  1601)  is  a  heavenly  crown,  or  perchance  of  marriage.  See 
1.  3,  it  seq,  of  the  stanxa. 

„  32,  st  I.  The  real  heart-thoughts  of  the  Queen  are  here  expressed.  Be 
it  thoughtfully  marked,  that  this  "He  of  Paphos"  (L  3)  "this 
rich  He"  had  held  the  'Turde'  and  that  the  'Turtle'  is  a 
male  —**Ais  neft  "  (L  7)  and  so  Nature  conducts  them  thither, 
!>.,  to  Ireland  —  as  before;  st  2,  1.  5,  *' zmd^r/lattd "  =  \eam 
of  his  whereabouts ;  st  3,  L  3,  "/<»«^/"=foolish ;  L  4,  "vq/le 
Cell" f.A,  bowever  "vaste,"  a  palace  itself  becomes  a  prison- 
cell  where  Suspicion  and  Envy  are  the  keepers  —  as  in  Eliza- 
beth's case. 

»  33»  st  I,  I.  5,  "«'»^"=  musical  term  with  reference  to  frets  or  cross 
bars ;  1.  7,  ^*  Honor  that  Isle  that  is  my  Jure  defence'*^ — here 
the  Queen  speaks  rather  than  the  '  Phoenix,'  and  thus  through- 
out the  mask  (not  unintentionally)  slips  aside  and  shews  not 
'  bird '  (however  lustrous  and  wonderful),  but  the  august  face 
of  Elizabeth  herself;  st  2,  I.  3,  " A^A >fa/« "  =  people  of 
state;  L  6,  ^* Pyramides^ — a  quadrisyllable  2&  frequenter 
contemporaneously,  being  long  of  naturalizing;  L  7,  ^'Strond^ 
=  strand,  shore;  st  3,  1.  2,  ** Greene  Springing**^  Green.' 
springing ;    L  4,    "  Faire  running^  =  Faire-running ;    L  5, 

^*  Sweet  flffwers Deaw**  [=dew]  distils — example  of 

verb  singular  after  nom.  plural  (perhaps  through  the  inter- 
position of  'that')  and  so  the  previous  line;  f^.,  ** balmy 
Deaw^* — on  Hermon  I  found  the  abundant  dew  thus  fra- 
grant. The  southern-wood  and  thyme  and  other  richly- 
scented  under-growths,  being  literally  steeped  in  the  dew, 
so  filled  the  air  with  perfume  as  to  'nip'  (so-to-say)  one's 
eyes.  I  have  found  the  same  in  Greece,  and  indeed  in  many 
places.  L  6,  "GVwi/ /»//»/"=  Great-peopled;  st  4,  1.  3, 
"i«/r«^"=  treat,  elongated,  i.e,^  speak  of ;  L  4,  '*  Their 
F<»tnder"=  [And  of]  their  Founder;  1.  6,  "  fVarres ztfold"— 
this  must  be  intended  for  'walled,'  albeit  the  meaning  is  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Notes  and  Illustrations,  205 

exactly  clear.  Query  —  each  of  the  'cities*  being  'walled* 
was  a  '  Defender  *  in  time  of  *  Warres. '  The  singular 
'Defender'  answers  to  the  singular  'Founder*  where  we 
might  have  expected  the  plural.  It  cannot  well  have  been  a 
misprint  for  'wild,*  /.^.,  wild  warres  Defender,  "wa**  coming 
in  through  the  "wa**  of  "warres*';  1.  7,  '' Not  battred yet  with 
Times  controlling  Mace/*  ue.,  the  'walls*  of  the  cities  cele- 
brated, which,  though  no  longer  in  their  original  strength,  were 
still  to  be  seen  in  part,  as  is  still  the  case. 
Pag«  34»  Maigin — "Aiv^^«^j'*=  Northumberland;  L  3,  **  this  large  lie  of 
fweete Britania^* — be  it  noted  once  more  that  the  'Phoenix* 
as  =:  Elizabeth  is  naturally  observant  of  the  'cities*  of  her  own 
' '  Laige  He.  **  There  is  no  meaning  in  the  full  enumeration  and 
description  of  these  cities  except  as  they  were  under  the 
sovereignty  of  Elizabeth.  It  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  anno- 
tate here  the  numerous  persons  and  places  celebrated.  The 
historical  and  county  authorities  are  readily  accessible,  and 
thither  the  student-reader  is  referred;  st.  2, 1. 3,  ^' well  planted''' 
=  well-planted  ;  1.  4,  "  Called  in  this  age  the  ntwly-bmlded 
Minjler,  Still  kept  in  notable  reparati<m  **  —  Stowe,  in  his 
Chronicles,  tells  us  of  the  'reparation'  of  Winchester 
Cathedral  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  s.v.\  1.  6,  *' famous  builded"=^ 
&mous-builded ;  st  3,  1.  5,  "  Neotus  diren^on "  ^Neotas'; 
St.  4,  **  new  got^'=  nevf'got 

„  35,  st  1, 11.  3-4»  **l^  whole  Romijh  Legion  tojing.  And  to  record  "  &c 
—  **sing"  points  apparently  to  ballads  of  his  exploits,  albeit 
there  is  the  objection  that  it  was  his  defeated  enemies  whom  he 
made  to  sing.  But  our  poet  is  not  skilful  and  o*  times  oblivious. 
Line  4  can  scarcely  be  otherwise  explained.  Does  this  use  of 
'sing*  reveal  the  age  of  our  present  expression  or  of  an 
equivalant  to  it,  of  'singing  small,'  as  evidence  of  defeat 
There  is  also  "singing  in  a  lower  key,**  and  the  like.  St  4, 
1.  S,  "-»«"=  its;  ib.,  *'Zeyls''=  LcU  of  st  3,  1.  2.  But  all 
this  semi-fabulous  or  wholly  &bulous  chronicle  calleth  for  no 
'pains'  of  elucidation ;  1.  7,  **  large  Brytama"^**  large  lie" 
p.  34,  st  I,  1.  3.  So  also  p.  36,  st  3, 1.  3,  *' large  Britamcus'' 
— doubtless  an  early  phrase  for  "Great  Britain" — for  he 
evidently  supposed  that  Scotland  was,  at  that  time,  a  tributary 
of  England,  and  the  last  name  he  avoids.  See  p.  36,  st  3, 1.  3. 
His  use  of  the  word  (Scottish)  "sect**  agrees;  for  a  "sect"  is 
a  part  cut  o£  But  "  sect "  in  text  is  applied  to  the  people,  not 
to  the  country. 

„  36,  8t  4,  IL  6~7  =  the  city  doth  only  remain  under  the  newer  name  of 
Edingbuigh,  1.^.,  Edinburgh. 

M    37*  St.  I,  L  4,  "^y^f  **=  out  stay'd;  st.  2,  On  this  significant  stanza,  see 
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our  Introduction;  st  3,  L  2,  'UM^  F!nn^es"=Jamts  VI;  L  3, 
** graces** — singnlar  verb,  instead  of  the  previous  plural  one, 
"bcantifie,"  mttri  causa;  L  4,  ** Emperinug/*  This  type  of 
Terb  is  frequent  contemponuieouslj.  The  mfaning  is — imperial 
towers  so  magnificent  as  to  be  worthy  of  an  emperor,  or  such  as 
willy  of  themselves,  imperialize  cither  the  statues  adorning  it,  or 
the  persons  inhabiting.  L  5,  ''  Times  carUroUing  houres**  d, 
p.  33,  St  4,  L  7,  **  Times  controlling  Mace**— **  Controlling 
seems  a  favorite  word.  See  again  here,  sL  4,  L  4,  *' controlling 
neighbours.** 
Pag«  38,  st  1, 1.  I,  "Pff^w"— mctri  causa,  i,e,,  "yron"  in  L  3;  st  2,  L  5, 
**a/2flr /lrfff^*'=  after-time;  L  6,  "iicare  begotten**  =Aeax^A}^ 
gotten.  What  an  odd  jumble  of  mythology  and  history  we 
have  here  I  St  3,  L  2,  "this  worlds  great  wonder  "=  the  great 
wonder  of  this  world  ;  L  6,  *^  Regiment**  =  government ;  st  4, 
L  5.  "  lightned**^  gave  light  to;  L  7,  •«  That  to  her  weake  Sexe 
yeelded  Hector's  name** — qu.  =  that  the  stronger  sex  had  to  yield 
or  vail  Hectors  name  to  hers  ? 

>9  39y  St.  2,  L  2,  "boufttie** — deriving  it  from  bonitas,  one  sense  of  which  is 
goodness  or  honesty;  L  3,  "««f«wjr/«'>4^W^*'=  [The  character 
of  her  deed]  not  to  be  duly  estimated.  The  word  is  used  as 
justification  of  her  act  in  killing  a  'guest'  L  7,  "Si/ar**= 
Sisera;  st.  3, 1.  I,  a  comma  after  Hebrew  would  have  shewn 
'  worthie '  to  be  an  adjective  here. 

„  40,  st  I,  L  4,  "indubitate** — we  should  say  'indubitable,'  ie,,  not  to 
be  questioned;  1.  7,  **  v/ur^ **=\isarping — the  common  inter* 
change  of  such  words  is  explained  by  considering  that  the  ed 
form  is  not  passive,  and  that  as  a  past  or  perfect  it  gives  the 
idea  of  continuance  in,  or  being  in  the  state  of  usurpation;  L  8, 
*' conde/cend**  ==  sahmit;  L  9,  "re  obtain*d**  =  re-ohtamed; 
st  2,  L  2,  "  Queene,**  &c — one  wonders  how  this  was  scanned 
by  the  author;  L  5,  "for/ahen**=^  God-forsaken;  st  3,  L  i  — 
punctuate  " Naples^  true-borne** i  st4,L  2,  " Progenie**=^huih 
(by  descent)  or  pedigree — similarly  used  in  i  Henry  VI^  iii,  3, 
L  61;  Coriolf  i,  8,  L  12  — not  ofl&pring  as  now ;  L  5,  "  Which 
Truth  can  never  bume^**  &c  —  Truth  is  not  here  the  burner  or 
person  who  would  bum  their  fiunes,  but  a  truth  which  can 
never  bum,  &c;  L  7  (p.  41)  "memoric*^^mtmonal. 

„    41,  st  2,  L  7,  "States**^  people  of  state;   "broohe**=  bear  but  rithmi 
gratia, 
Herefolhweth  the  Birth,  Life,  &*c. 

it  43i  !•  3,  "  mfuch  ma  euer  to  be  living  **=  to  have  lived ;  L  6,  "  more  be- 
holding to  th€  French,  the  Romane,  the  Scot,  the  Italian,**  &c. 
See  our  Introduction  on  this  and  other  books,  &c.,  referred  to. 
1.  8,  "who" — refers  not  to  countrymen,  but  to  the  previous 
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substantives;  1.  13,  "GW/i^^ss  Gallia;  L  19,  '*refurwmed*'= 
renowned.  Nearer  its  French  source  renommk  than  our  spelling. 
1.  25,  ^*  turned  from  French  profe  into  Englijh  meeter" — see 
our  Introduction,  as  before ;  st.,  1.  4,  '*Memorie**=  memorials, 
as  before. 
Page  44,  The ftrange  Birth,  ^c,  st  I,  L  5,  **  high  minded^*  =  high-minded; 
St.  2,  L  2,  **wi/tie"=  wise;  L  4,  "allies" — not  as  now  used, 
but = the  verb  "ally,"  ue.,  the  feudatory  princes  of  next  stanza ; 
st  3,  L  2,  *' hot  ^dd"=hot-bTed;  st  4,  1.  I,  "/ff^«j^"=  sur- 
passing; L  3,  *'/up^ri»e**  =  suppress,  causa  metri;  1.  5  (p.  45), 
**vne^ual/"=  unequalled — probably  a  printer's  error. 
„  45,  St.  2,  1.  2,  *'/ond''=  foolish;  1.  3,  " mt penHrahU"  =  not  [being]  able 
to  penetrate;  1.  4,  '*  could  not  infift" — licentiously  for  could  not 
keep  [it]  in,  &c,  ue,,  how  it  sped  with  her;  1.  5,  " Bet*^  is  our 
misprint  for  'But';  st  3,  1.  2,  "  darke  dufkie  mantle*^ — so  the 
analogous  phrase  in  Shakespeare  "Night's  black  mantle,"  not 
only  in  Romeo  and  Juliet,  but  also  in  3  Henry  VI,  act  iv,  sc.  2; 

I.  4,  " rxrtAKilr "=  cause  to  invade  or  make  invade  any  one; 

II.  5-6 — the  inverted  commas  may  or  may  not  indicate  a  quota- 
tion ;  for  the  practice  was  loose.  They  seem  to  have  been  used 
to  direct  attention  to  what  the  writer  would  hold  as  a  noticeable 
saying  or  golden  sentence,  much  as  we  use  italics, 

„  46,  st  1, 1.  I,  punctuate  comma  after  "  Muficke,"  certainly;  1.  2,  "found^ 
=  sounding,  i.e.,  striking  or  touching ;  1.  5,  ** immelodicus^* — 
better  than  our  unmelodious ;  st  2,  L  4,  "  blacke  gloom^d^*^ 
black-gloom'd ;  st  5, 1.  2,  **/ecret folly"  =  done  in  secret ;  but 
it  was  the  king's  folly,  not  her's;  besides,  she  had  told  her 
husband.     See  p.  45,  st  2,  1.  5,  *' Betjlraight,"  &c. 

„  47,  St.  I,  1.  3,  "vitailes"^^  victuals;  st  2,  L  2,  "iw/"  =  giving  egress; 
st  4,  1.  4,  "^  warres  lewd  Alarums  outrcame,^*  &c.  Cf. 
Venus  and  Adorns,  I.  700;  Taming  of  a  Shrew,  i,  i.  No  doubt 
a  phrase  of  the  day,  an  'alarum'  being,  from  its  nature^ 
peculiarly  loud. 

„  48,  st  I,  L  2,  "</^Sb/^"=  uneasiness,  trouble;  st  2,  L  4,  ** Moderator^^ 
=  mediator  T  In  Presbyterian  Church-order,  the  president  or 
chairman,  ruler  or  gulder  of  the  Session  of  a  Congregation,  of 
a  Presbyteiy,  of  a  Synod,  of  a  General  Assembly,  is  still  called 
the  'Moderator';  see  "Synod"  at  p.  9,  st  i,  1.  3.  It  was 
also  used  in  same  way  in  English  Universities  later.  Cf. 
Cleveland's  Vindicia,  1677,  p.  214.  1,  5,  "«'«/2wtf"=  experi- 
ence, such  as  never  in  other  has  been  'seen';  st  3,  L  3, 
"/A«ittfte/"=  crossed — an  odd  adaptive  use  of  the  word; 
L  5,  "Ai/2w4^"=  lowliness,  humility;  L  5,  **Alas"=  intef 
jection  merely,  not  meaning  as  now,  something  to  be  lamented; 
st  5,1.  I,  "^"=  behest 
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Page 49,  sL  i,  L  2,  ^^amaim^^  suddenly  or  forcefully;  st  2,  L  2,  ^^vtuom^ 
pr^nded^^ unoomprehended;  L  3,  ^^ imbracemeiUs  tHet^—^<t\ 
met 

y,  50,  St  I,  L  4,  punctuate  rather  "intent"  (period);  L  5,  "done."  (period); 
for  "  That ....  done"  is  the  king's  reply;  st  2,  L  6,  ^^pojfejfe 
her  Huf bands  fwetinelfe^^'*  i,e.,  the  'sweetnesse'  she  gives  to 
her  husband — as  frequently  in  Shakespeare;  st  3,  1.  5, 
*^ difeafed'''*  =•  uneasy,  troubled,  as  before ;  st  4,  L  4,  period, 
not  comma,  after  'left';  but  in  our  author  the  comma  serves 
for  every  other  punctuation-mark;  L  6,  ^^fwed*ft  got'*^^ 
sweet*st-got 
'„  51,  st  I,  1.  1  —  rather  subtill  lust-directed;  L  2,  *^ ttew found^*  =^ VLtiW' 
found;  L  6,  "  Caifter*'  [=  Cayster]  Swannts.  Ct  p.  43,  L  7 
[Greekes];  1.  6,  verb  singular  to  plural  nominative  again;  st  2, 
L  5,  ^'vnrecalled  time**—  time  past,  time  already  spent,  i>.,  as 
other — ed  forms  —  time  that  is  in  a  state  not  to  be  recalled; 
st  3,  L  4,  *'craakt''*=  croaked — it  may  have  been  accidental, 
but  "craokt"  is  the  more  imitative  word ;  st  4, 1.  I,  "lawm- 
like  Hand*^^  white  as  Mawne' — taken  with  next  line,  it  seems 
like  a  poor  remembrance  of  Ventis  and  Adonis,  L  590,  and 
Lucrece^  11.  258-9;  1.  2,  '*diffembling Hu/band"—ip8ssxDg\k\m' 
self  off  as  her  husband ;  cf.  p.  30^  st  3,  1.  7,  for  the  word.  = 
[She]  Being,  && 

,,  52,  St.  I,  L  I,  **late  betrayed"  =^  late-betrayed;  L  4,  **amaine** — from 
Saxon  a  and  me^pi  =  to  do  a  thing  forcibly  or  with  one  main 
object,  and  therefore  also  quickly,  suddenly.  Here  it  means 
much  or  plentifully.  St  2,  L  2  =  the  injuries  done  to  her  life 
'  unspotted  *  hitherto  in  intent  Cf.  p.  53,  st  i,  L  4.  St.  3, 
•  1.  3,  "wA«r^"=  whereas,  since;  st  4,  L  2,  ** luJUe ftomacke 
y<nUhfidl"=  lustie-stomacke  youthfull. 

M  53,  st  I,  1.  3  =  to  anfwer  [as  to]  ...  .  st  2,  1.  6,  ''late  didblejfe'=  late 
in  the  day  ;  st  3,  L  4,  *'wdl'difpojed"=  well-disposed;  st  4, 
1.  2,  " paffing  true*^  =  surpassing  true ;  or  it  may  be  "passing- 
true"  in  the  sense  of  Goldsmith's  humble  Vicar,  "  passing  rich 
on  forty  pounds  a  year. " 

»,  54>  St.  2,  1.  I — ^punctuate  comma  after  "child,"  and  also  after  "Pofterne" 
(1.  5) ;  St.  3,  L  2,  **rieh  bearing  Burthen**^  rich,  bearing-Bur- 
then. 

„    55,  St.  4,  L  2 — punctuate  comma  after  "  Saxons." 

„  56,  st  4,  1.  I,  "-^<r^>««»/"=  government,  rule,  as  before.  Every  one 
remembers  John  Knox's  "  Monstrous  Regiinent  of  Women"  : 
St.  4,  somewhat  jumbled. 

M  57»  The  Coronation  of  King  Arthur,  &c.,  st  I,  L  3t  ^'highjlates^^^^g/^^t 
of  high  state,  as  before  :  st  3,  1.  4,  "  ^««  "=  himself,  as  fre- 
quently at  that  time ;  1.  6  (p.  58)  '*digtii/ied'*=  crowned. 

,,    58,  st  I,  1.  5,  "  Being  the  MetropoUticatl  in  nobilitie^^htxamtterj  ;  st.  2, 
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L  3 — a  syllable  wanting  and  apparently  before  "Kings" — qu. 
['stoute  *]  "  Kings  ":  st  3,  IL  4,  $— such  that  Envy  is  unable  to 
tear  the  nobility  or  trueness  of  their  hearts  from  their  breasts ; 
St  4,  1.  5  (p.  59),  "«wr^"=  ne'er. 
Page  59,  Th€  Epijiie,  &c.  Be  it  noted  that  we  have  here  and  onward  blank 
verse  :  L  11,  **iv'/r^«</*'e=over-proud- 

„  60,  1.  7,  "  Emperi€*'=  empire,  and  so  p.  61,  1.  5,  and  p.  64,  1.  13  ;  1.  8 — 
punctuate  comma  after  **that";  1.  21,  **re  demtiund^^^Tt" 
demaund;  L  29,  *'tfr^/7rMn^»/''=  arbitrament 

„  61,  Cador  the  Dukf,  &c.  1.  I,  **  Bencwnud^—Ttno^ntA,  as  before.  See 
p.  43,  L  19:  i^,  '*Brtlaim**=  Briton,  i,e,  Arthur:  or  qu. 
=  Britons,  Le,  Britaine[s]  to  rhyme  with  'veines*;  L  6  — 
bad  comma  after  '  continuall '  —  ps^rhaps  I  ought  to  have  in 
this  instance  deleted  it  and  noted  the  fact  here  :  qu. —  "  long- 
continuall  "=  long-continued  T ;  1.  13,  "  But  buried  in  ohliuions 
loath/ome  caue  "  —  cf.  **  Envy  in  her  loathsome  cave,"  2  Hatry 
VI.,  iii,  2;  1.  15,  ** pale-Jo^ d  ctnoardise^*  —  cf.  "pale-faced 
coward,"  Venus  and  Adonis,  1.  569. 

,,  62,  1.  I,  "<wr  arntcur  from  our  backef*  —  cf.  "armour  on  our  back," 
2  Henry  VI,  v,  2  ;  L  8,  ''dull edg'd''=-  dull-edged. 

„  63,  1.  6,  "Af«v»"  =  bravadoes;  L  13,  "^ar&?i/« "  =  Garbouille,  Fr,, 
tumults :  1.  15  —  "Mat "  —  put  comma  after  "  this  " ;  or  qu. — 
misprint  for  'his'?;  L  2  (from  bottom),  '* fonietintes^^  —  afore- 
tmies  {not  *  aforetime')  it  being  notorious  that  there  were  several 
subjections  of  Britain  after  Julius  Csesar. 

„  64,  1.  8»  "A/iir>ferf//j«"  =  Market-place;  L  12,  " f«/*n7mW' ==  en- 
throned. See  Nares,  s,v.,  for  interesting  examples ;  1.  15, 
**tAeir"=  the  Roman;  and  so  1.  17. 

, ,  65,  TheAnfwer, &c. ,  1. 1 ,  * '«/Vy/w«f /"=cxpcTience;  L 4,  ''poft expedition^'' ^ 
post-expedition;  1.  5,  "z'<^d^^"=joumey  (not  necessarily  as  now 
by  sea);  1.  8,  "Vietona*'^  victory  ;  1,  13,  ''Which'*  [read]  . . . 
with;  L  12,  parenthetical;  1.  17,  "for  /^"and  see  p.  66, 
11.  14,  IS,  17 ;  p.  73,  St  3.  L  4 ;  P-  74,  st  2,  L  2,  and  st.  3, 
L  3 ;  p.  76,  L  2 ;  p.  80,  st  3,  1.  2 ;  hi  Spenser,  but  rarely 
in  Shakespeare;  1. 20,  "Notviolaling,**  &c. —  this  line  is  obscure. 
Its  intention  is  to  express,  probably,  that  the  so  doing  violates 
no  laws  of  arms,  or  is  not  a  course  without  justification  according 
to  the  established  laws  which  r^[ulate  the  employment  of  arms 
in  defence  of  one's  rights ;  but  it  Cdls  in  giving  expression  to 
such  a  thought  The  laws  of  the  duello,  i,e,,  the  causes  which 
would  justify  such  an  appeal,  were  in  that  age  rigidly  laid 
down.  Query — should  we  read  "Not  violating  lavte  and 
hostile  Armes"?  This  comes  a  Uttle  nearer  to  the  above-given 
meaning  ;  1.  30,  "/r«^^Airte/"=  true-hearted, 

t,    66,  1.  9,  " gaue the Amus^^ — The  'armes'  that  Constantine  was  supposed 
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to  bear  was  a  representation  of  the  miraculously-appearing  cross — 
a  white  cross  (I  think)  in  an  azure  field.  It  is  Ihe  "Roman 
empire "  Chester  refers  to ;  but  there  may  have  been  a  sub- 
reference,  and  a  Protestant  argument  that  the  'armes*  of 
Rome  did  not  come  from  St  Peter ;  the  first  Tope  according 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  myth.  Angujdl  King,  &c.,  L  2,  "/i// 
fraught^^—  full-fraught,  ».&,  freighted  well  or  fully. 
Page  67, 1.  6,  '^hantte^*^  haughty,  and  cf.  p.  68,  st.  2,  L  i.  ^'Aawtie";  see  also 
p.  74,  st  I,  1.  4,  ** hauiu:  courage"  ;  p.  75,  st  4,  1,  2,  " hauiU 
mind";  p.  81,  st  4,  L  3,  " ^j«/A> hearts ";  L  12,  *' but  meet''— 
a  not  uncommon  form  of  phrase  at  the  time,  and  equivalent 
to  our  now  only  colloquial  and  vulgar  "let  me  only  meet 
you,  that's  all";  L  13,  *Ukrift"=:  thirst  — so  in  Spenser,  Fairie 
Queen,  ii,  vi,  17;  ib,  **/weei  revenge''  C£  "sweet  as  my 
revenge"  {Coriolanus,  v,  3).  So  too  {Titus  Andronicus),  "O 
sweet  Revenge,  now  do  I  come"  (v,  2),  and  "sweet  revenge 
grows  harsh"  {Othello,  act  v,  sc  2);  1.  22,  ** meacocke"  —  tame, 
or  cowardly  or  milk-sop;  so  Taming  of  Shrew  (ii,  I)  "a 
meacock  wretch  can  make  the  curstest  shrew."  C£  Euphries 
M,  1.  6;  1.  23,  ">«^"=  foolish. 

„  68,  st  I,  1.  3,  '*MartialiJl"=^  soldier.  So  William  Browne—  "A  brave 
heroick,  worthy  martialist**  {Brit.  Past,,  i,  5) ;  st  2,  1.  4, 
** new-decayed "=  ovily  lately  decaying;  st  3,  I.  2,  **loud 
wir^ed"=^  loud-winded  ;  ib.  '*checke  theatre,"  Cf.  st  4,  1.  5, 
"  Cuffing  the  ayre'\  st  4,  1.  4,  "  well  rcad"=  well-read  ;  1.  6, 
^* gaudzftejfe" — The  reference  is  to  the  well-appointed  and  fine 
and,  as  it  were,  holiday-appearance  of  King  Arthur's  jo3rfu]ness. 
Cf.  p.  79,  st  I,  11.  3-4  —  there  is  a  sub-reference  to  'joyful- 
ness'  as  an  attendant  meaning ;  st  5,  I.  4  (p.  69),  **de  Or"=i 
of  gold  or  golden. 

„  69,  st  I,  1.  I,  "fl^»///«/"=  assumed,  taken  up;  L  5,  "F«r/"=  green 
(in  heraldry);  st  3,  1,  2,  **bad  de/eruing"=had'des€xmi\g; 
I  4,  "full  r^«</"=  full-refined;  st  4,  L  3»  ''vnptire"^ 
impure ;  1.  6,  "^  this  Signe"  ^  in  baptism,  f.^.,  the  sign  of 
the  cross  as  used  by  Roman  Catholics  and  Church  of  England 
in  baptism. 

„  70,  st  I,  L  4,  "  ^/^/2ti/aj  "=  apostate  in  its  transition-foim.  It  occurs 
thus  hi  the  well-known  Optick  Glasse  of  Humours  (1639), 
applied  to  Julian  and  elsewhere ;  st  3,  1.  i,  punctuate  with  a 
comma  (,)  after  'Charles';  1.  3,  ** early  ri/ing"=  early-riflng. 

„  71,  st  3,  L  3,  "three  Toades*^ — The  nickname  for  a  Frenchman  to  this 
day  or  for  a  Jerseyite  is  Johnny  Crapaud  =  Johnny  (the)  toad. 
The  line  is  parenthetical ;  for  the  only  "  pourtraiture  of  com- 
mendation by  honor"  belonging  to  the  English  Kings  were  the  3 
fleurs  de  lis  or  lilia,  st.  2,  L  6;  st,  4,  L  i,  ** barbed" — as  in  Shakes- 
pere  {/diehard  //,  act  iii,  sc.  3)  "  barbed  steeds  to  stables,"  and 
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{Richard Illt  act  i,  sc  i)  "mounted  barbed  steeds "=  barbed 
by  oomiption  from  barde  or  barred  ^  armed ;  st  4,  U.  5-6, 
wrong  grammar  '  their '  and  '  conqaeror.' 
Page  72,  St  1, 1.  3,  "  IVho  "  ....  no  antecedent  to  this  "Who"— Who  (= 
Time)  with  their  guilded  shews  in  opposition  to  those  whose 
armour  is  strongly  made  (I.  i) — the  combined  nominative  to 
"are";  st.  2,  L  1,  "Ca/w"=  Calais;  L  3,  " n^V»w/ "=  rule, 
government;  L4»  "<r<»«««f«"=  conquer — so  too  p,  85,  L  9; 
1.  5,  "^<ww"=  Rouen;  st  3,  1.  5,  "-i^i«/"=  Iceland— 
a  very  mythical  conquest  of  Arthur,  if  he  be  meant.  Query — 
is  "  Ifland  "  a  misprint  for  "  Ireland"  f  Singularly  enough  the 
same  question  has  to  be  put  on  the  use  of  the  word  by  Raleigh, 
e,g.^  "  If  my  fleet  go  for  Ilande,  and  that  your  Lordshipp,"  &c 
The  Editor  annotates,  "  So  in  MS.*'  (Edwards'  RaUgh,  vol  ii, 
p.  121.) 

„  73,  st  I,  L  6,  "/2/?"— perhaps  the  Author  intended  "lose";  st  2, 1.  2— 
a  third  example  of  a  parenthetical  line ;  1.  3,  "y^  itu/HmabW= 
[was]  so  inestimable — understood  from  L  i ;  st.  4,  IL  2  and 
4 — Lucius  and  Tiberius  of  course  the  same  man ;  st  5,  L  i, 
"«ifr«/V^"=  retreat;  L  5,  "  fVho^'  (p.  74)— another  example 
of  "Who"  with  an  odd  antecedent  "Who  foraged  about" 
meaning  they  [the  British],  but  the  only  expressed  ante-cedent 
is  the  "British  name"  and  only  becomes  "Britains"in  next 
stanza. 

„  74,  St.  2,  L  I,  ** Mtrmfdcmst"  f>.,  myrmidons= Primarily  a  people  on  the 
borders  of  Thessaly  who  went  with  Achilles  to  the  Trojan  war. 
Hence  it  came  to  designate  unscrupulous  followers. 

»  75i  st  4,  L  2,  "  Qfu/in^**  ue.^  for  relationship  generally.  He  was  uncle. 
Such  is  royal  style  still. 

„  76,  st  I,  L  I,  *^ Haggard'*  =9.  wild  hawk,  ue,,  a  hawk  nn-mannered  or 
un-redaimed,  agrius^  unmansiutus^  st  2,  L  4,  "^if</"=foolish; 
Mordreds  smart,  Le»,  the  smart  caused  by  Mordred.  The 
"who"  (L  5)  is  "Arthur,"  as  shown  by  next  line,  though  the 
ill-chosen  word  "unnatural"  (like  the  "intemperate"  of  1.  3) 
seems  to  make  against  this;  st  4,  L  6,  **lattding*'=^  a  landing  {ib, ) 

„  77,  st  I,  L  5,  "tOTW/fa«i/"=  stand  against  him  with  or  withstand  him 
with;  st  4,  L  2,  "mappe  of  Honor.**  C£  Richaid II,  act  v, 
sa  I,  "Thou  map  of  honor,"  and  so  2  Henry  F7,  act  iii,  sc.  i. 
L  4,  "/ir<fZi;^"=  life-Liege;  st  $,  1,  3,  "}?«!•  "— punctuate 
with ;  and ,  after  'm^morie '  in  next  line— '  fcan '  is  used,  as  so 
often,  rythmi  causa. 

„  78,  st  I,  L  4t  "aunce/irie**^odA  use  of  the  word;  1.  6,  ^'loo/e**=  lose; 
St.  2, 1.  2,  "Angu/ei** ....  He  was  king  of  Scotland  and 
brought  10,000  horse-men  to  assist  Arthur;  L  5,  "zoax"  = 
verb  singular  after  nominative  plural  ( '  bones  *==  body ) ;  st  3, 
1.  6,   **quaild^^—  quelled  —  so  spelled  to  rhyme  with  *sail*d.* 
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Page  79,  st.  2,  1.  3,  ^* proud-gathered''^ :  st  3,  L  2,  *^ fatne-acthieuing  "=  fame- 
atchieving  or  achieving;  1.  4,  **/*/i(Aw«"=  Arthur*s  shield. 
Drayton  has  celebrated  it  (along  with  his  sword)  —  "With 
Pridwin  his  great  shield,  and  what  the  proof  cotdd  bear." 
{Polyolb,  song  iv.)  Chester  calls  it  his  'sword'  (erroneously.) 
st  3,  1.  5,  **vn/ecne  immortcdUie'** — mere  "words,  words, 
words,"  fy/Ami  causa;  st  4,  L  3,  **Io/(id"=  loosed;  1.  4, 
"amas^d^^ — frequently  used  contemporaneously  for  'amated' 
or  disheartened  or  disturbed  —  also  in  the  sense  of  our  own 
'maze,*  signifying  to  be  in  a  maze,  or  as  one  in  a  maze — 
the  latter  in  the  text 

„  80,  St.  I,  1.  3,  **d(/iTu*s" — perhaps  'deferu'd*  was  intended  by  the  Au- 
thor; st  2,  1.  5,  '*gau€" — again,  and  like  the  use  of  'funerair 
in  line  before,  rythmi causa  ;  st  3,  1.  3,  *^ Bardih'''' — sic;  ibid,, 
**diuifion  "=  Welsh  (divided  into)  verse,  or  music.  Cf.  Romeo 
and  Juliet,  act  iii,  sc.  5,  "The  lark  makes  sweet  division"  ; 
1. 5,  "/v^rtfi/"=fore-said;  st  4, 1.  6,  "i>»/2rr»>/i»/"= inscribed, 
as  'aifumpted'  before  (p.  69,  st  I,  1.  I.) 

„  81,  st  I,  1.  2,  **vUair=  actes  when  vitall ;  st  2,  L  6,  '*enier''=^  inter ; 
st  3,  I.  4,  *^out  rr*ftf"=  out-cries;  1.  6,  ** cofUrou/e **=h&\ie 
power  over,  metri  causa  :  st  4,  L  3= high-proud  or  high-proud- 
hautie. 

„  82,  st  I,  L  4,  '* Mefuorie"— memonal,  as  before;  1.  6,  put  hyphen  (-) 
thus  certainly  —  "zeW/-y?/  ....  bigge-lini'd** ;  st  3,  IL  $-6  — 
a  typical  instance  of  Chester's  extremely  unskilful  use  of  lan- 
guage sometimes.  Line  4  and  11.  3-4  must  be  accounted  paren- 
thetical, and  then  we  obtain  this  —  But  that  [one]  was  greater 
than  the  rest ;  had  it  been  '  lesser '  [,]  Britain  would  have  been 
blessed,  i,e,,  Arthur  had  not  died. 

,,  83.  lohannis  Leylandij,  &c  1.  12,  the  "^u^"  has  got  somehow  dbjoined 
from  "  iEtherij."  The  comma  after  *  petit '  is  an  error  of  the 
original. 

„  84,  1.  5,  "  Vertues  sole  intent "  —  curious  translation  of  or  rather  substitute 
for  ^^virtuHs  alumnus,*^ 

„  85,  The  true  Pedigree,  &c.  The  'curious  reader'  of  U.  3-4  must  refer  to 
the  Chronicles.  The  matter  does  not  seem  worth  an  Eklitor's 
labour.  1.  I,  "^<9m^"— boren  in  pronunciation,  t,e,,  dissylla- 
bic— also  [fair]  is  needed  before  ^^ Igrene^^ ;  1.  4,  "«»^"= 
close  or  conclude,  r,g, ;  1.  7,  "y&»w//>f«"=  sometime,  as  be- 
gore:  1.  9,  cf.  with  1.  10,  where  *'Meliantis**  is  trisyllabic; 
*  *  conuince**==  con(\uer,  as  before  (p.  72,  st  2,  1.  4);  1.  16  — 
qu. — did  he  intend  this  to  be  scanned  as  an  hexameter  or  pen- 
tameter line?  Probably  as  the  latter;  1.  17,  ^^/oueragnize^^ -^ 
frequent  verb  form  with  Chester,  and  later. 
The  Poem-proper  resumed. 

,,    86,  st  I,  1.  I,  "  Troynouant'^  —  new  Troy— -the  mythic  name  of  *L.on- 
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don*;  L  5,  **rai/d"  —  qu,  *raife*?  st.  2,  1.  I  —  punctuate 
comma  after  'when*;  ihid,,  ** more  nearer ^^ — reduplicated 
comparative;  1.  3,  '*ySi0i<7i^^f7y^k/**=famous-builded;  1.  7, 
"/«»«'*=  ne'er ;  ibid,,  **tam^d^*  —  a  quaint  etymology  for 
'Thames*  certes ;  st.  3,  1.  2,  " ro(^*^^ *'=praised  ;  1. 3,  "  CVw«- 
f^/  rAtfw^^**  =  Councel-chamber;  1.  4,  *^  Experiment^*  = 
experience.  Here  Nature,  &c. 
Page  87,  L  2 — What's  Cupid  but  a  boy?  (of  Poem  continued)—  ought  doubt- 
less to  have  had  '  Phoenix  *  in  the  margin. 

„  88,  st  2,  1.  2,  "farre  r^»w/(ft/**  =  farre-remoted,  />.,  removed;  Poem 
continued — st  2,  1.  3,,^^t«5f^y»i«?/^^**=sweete-smoothd;  1.  4, 
"Z4W^**=:Loue*s,  the  ' s  *  being  in  "/^^^ ** ;  st  3,  1.  3,  ''Jkal- 
low  ?02>^*'=shallow-witted ;  1.  4,  **" force  materialV'* —9^ioxct^ 
phrase  for  the  gcw-gaws  and  wanton  toys  of  which  Nature  had 
said  Loue  [in  shallow-minds]  was  fond  ;  st  4,  1.  2,  ** parted"^ 
departed  ;  ibid,  1.  3  (p.  89),  **/i«  iVagon** — ^printer*s  error  for 
*  his  Waggon '  the  *  th  *  being  caught  from  previous  *  with  *. 
Chester  has  here  lapsed ;  they  are  in  Phoebus*  chariot  —  see 
p.  17,  St.  3.  But  now  Nature  says  that  Phoebus  has  *  parted  * 
from  their  sight  and  mounted  in[to]  the  sky  with  his  Waggon, 
thus  giving  passage  to  the  'gloomie  night*;  1.  7,  "boitome 
plaints  **=  bottome-plaines. 

„  89,  St.  I,  1-  3,  "Aj/fe**=feel.  So  Chapman  (Odyss  xxi),  "He  now  began 
to  tasU  the  bow.  **  S  t  2,  '  *  Looke,  **  &c  Here  again,  *  Nature ' 
should  be  in  the  margin ;  1.  2,  "  meadow  plots  ** = meadow-plats ; 
L  3,  "fl«i/iw**=forcefiilly;  L4,  "y&««</*'=in  a  quasi-nautical 
sense,  r,€,\  st  3,  L  4,  ** extenuate**  =  extend — a  curious  use  of 
the  word,  rythmi  causa;  IL  6  7,  ^^  Of  plants,**  &c.=  the  glories 
of,  &C.  (1.  3) — ^IL  4-5,  as  so  frequent  in  Chester  are  of  a  paren- 
thetical character. 

„  90,  St.  1, 1.  I,  " Mandrake**—  I  found  it  still  believed  in,  as  here,  on  and 
in  the  villages  at  the  foot  of,  Carmel  in  Palestine.  It  abounds 
near  Nazareth;  st  2,  1.  1,  "  Yellow  Cro7vdels**—SBid  to  be 
peculiar  to  Wilts  (Aubrey)  =  Crowbells — Tent  lily,  asphodil, 
daffodil, — Narcissus  Pseudonadssus.  So  Prior ;  but  in  text  we 
have  Daphedill  inunediately  following ;  1.  2,  "  Good  Harry  ** — 
in  full,  Good-King- Harry,  />.,  Allgood,  English  Mercury, 
goose-foot,  Chenopodium  Bonus  Henricus  L.;  ibid,<^  ** herbe 
^^&T/**=stork-biU,  i,e,.  Geranium  Robertianum  L. — its  de- 
rivation is  differently  accounted  for;  ibid,,  ** white  Cotula**^ 
Mayweed,  foetid,  and  otherwise,  Matricaria  Chamomilla,  L. 
and  Pyrethium  Parthenium,  L.;  L  3,  ^^ Adders graffe** — ac- 
cording to  Gerarde  cynosorchis ;  probably  ==  adder's  tongue  — 
for  this  is  called  in  old  MSS.  nedderis  grcs  (grass)  as  well  as 
nedderis  tonge,  Serpentaria,  Ophioglossam  vulgatum,  L.;  ibid., 
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**A^Aadt/l"=asphodil,  ue,,  a  species  of  daffodil ;  1.  4,  **  Agnus 
Caflus  *'  =  the  chaste  tree ;  ibid,^  "  Acaiia  "  =  acacia,  an 
American  Robinia —  Rob.  Pseudocacia  ;  L  5,  **  Blacke  Arke- 
AngelV^  the  dead,  deaf  or  blind  nettle — colours  white,  reil 
and  yellow,  not  *  black '  Lamium  alb,  purpur.  L.  and  Galeob- 
dolon  Cr. — the  name  was  also  applied  to  the  umbelliferous 
plant  Angelica,  archangelica  L.;  iifid,^  "  Col4fquintUa" — still 
well  known  =  colocynth ;  1.  6,  " SinkrfoiU*^  =  Cinquefoil  = 
five-leaved  grass,  Potentilla,  L.;  ibid.^  **  Baia  MercurU"  qu. 

—  Child's  or  Childing  Mercury,  of  which  Parkinson  gives  a 
drawing  and  calls  it  Phyllum  manficum  and  feminificum  ;  1.  7, 
"(7<>e/(/^^'"  —  Chenopodium  L.  See  L  2,  under  "Good 
Harry  "  ;  ihid,y  '*  Gold/nap  " —  qu.  golden  cudweed  ?  or  a  form 
of  *  gold-knappe  *  =  gold  or  butter-cup  =  King  or  Gilt  cup, 
ranunculus,  L.;  ibid,,  "  Gratia  ZH"=Gratiola,  Hedge  H3rssop, 
Scutellaria  minor,  L. ;  st  3,  L  I,  " Mqfe  0/  the  Sea"  =  sea- 
moss,  condine;  ibid.,  '^Succorie" — still  so  called  =  wild 
endive,  Cichorium  Intybus ;  1.  2,  "  Wtedwind"  =  Withwind, 
convolvulus  arvensLs  L.;  L  3,  '* Muskmealons"  —  or 'musk- 
million,*  a  species  of  sweet  melon  in  opposition  to  the  water- 
melon ;  ibid.,  ^* M<mftaiW*  =  little  stone-crop  =  a  species  of 
the  house-leek — said  by  Prior  to  be  Myosurus  minimus ;  ^d, 
**Afercurie"=^9&  before,  st  2,  L  7,  but  the  French  M.  seems  to 
be  called  the  'Mercury*  Mercur.  annua,  Lw;  1. 4,  '*  Arkangell" 
— as  before,  st  2,  1.  5  ;  1.  5,  ^* Souldiers pei^row"-^VL.  soldiers* 
yarrow,  millefoil,  achillsea  millefolium,  L.  ?  ibid.,  '^Southeme- 
Tvood"  =  Southern  wormwood,  Artemisia  Abrotanum,  L.  — 
I  found  this  covering  acres  on  the  gentler  slopes  of  Sinai ; 
1.6,  "^Aw^A^jrtlfATii^w^**— Abrotanum,  L.;  ibid.,  *' BUffed 
thiJUe"  =  SACxed  —  the  emblem  of  Scotland,  i,e.,  Carduus  bene- 
dictus;  ibid.,  ** Sea  Trifdy"  —  can  find  none  with  epithet 
'Sea';  1.  7,  ^* Ladies  cufluon"  =  'T\xrA'i  Sea  Gilliflower, 
Cushion  Pink,  Armeria  Vulgaris,  W. ;  ihid.,  "  Spaines  Pdli- 
torie" — called  in  Latin  Pjrrethrum,  L.,  "by  reason  of  his  hot 
and  fiery  taste,**  Gerarde,  Anacyclus  Pyretkrum,  De  Candole ; 
st  4, 1.  I,  "w>ft»rflj**  =  whereat;  1.  3,  ** aches" — disyllabic 
as  in  Shakespeare  ;  L  7.  **  Agnus  Caftus" — asbefore^st  2,  L  4 

—  a  fitting  request  by  the  *  Fi>y>>f-queen.* 

Page  91,  st  1, 1.  4,  ^Uhat bends"  =  ^<t  hot  inflamed  spirite  'that  bends'  to 
Luxury  is  'allaid '  by  Agnus  Castus  ;  st  2,  1.  I,   "Bum  me" 

—  this  way  of  speaking,  not  uncommon  in  Shakespeare,  was 
also  not  uncommon  in  the  colloquial  speech  of  the  time 
and  later,  and  even  now  is  not;  ibid.,  ",^nne^ *' =  strow ; 
L  2,  "  fKArwax **  =  whereat,  as  before;  L  5,  *'auaunt"=^ 
b^one  —  note  again  that  as  descriptive  of  Paphos  He  = 
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Ireland — all  this  is  peculiarly  appropriate  ;  st  3,  1.  i,  '*  Clary 
or  C/«zr^^"  =  0c.  Christi,  God's  eye,  Seebright,  from  M. 
Lat  sdarea.  Salvia  sclarea,  L. ;  1.  2,  **  CaJvfs  fnout^^  = 
Lion's  Snap,  Snap-dragon,  Antiirrhinum  Majus,  L.,  but 
in  old  works  given  to  ragged  robin.  Lychnis  flos  cuculi,  L. ; 
ibid,^  "  Cukoe  flowers'^  =  wilde  water  cresses,  cardamint 
(Gerarde)  ;  ibid.^  **Cuckoes  mtaW  ^  C.  Bread  or  Gowks 
Meat  —  blossoms  at  the  season  that  the  cuckoo  is  heard 
—  Oxahs  acetosella,  L.  Wood  sorrell ;  L  3,  *^  Calathian 
Violets  **  =  Autumn  bells.  Sing  flower,  Gentiana  Pneumon- 
anthe,  L.;  ibid.,  ^* Deioberrie"  —  'RyjXnv^  chamaemoms;  L  4, 
** Leopards fooU'' -^cscc^X  find;  1.  5,  ** Ifidian  Sunne"'—ibid.; 
1.  6,  "  Valerian"  =  capon's  tail  and  ('improperly,'  Parkinson) 
Setwal,  Valeriana  Officinalis,  l^  ;  ibid.,  '*  fVilAie  wind**  = 
A.S.  Wib,  about,  same  as  bindweed.  Convolvulus  arvensis,  L., 
also  *Wcedwind,'  p.  90,  st.  2;  1.  7,  Woodbind**  —  given  by 
Parkinson  as  the  honeysuckle :  but  it  must  have  been  also  used 
for  a  different  plant.  Cf.  Mids,  N,  Z>.,  iv,  i.  Prior  says  it 
may  be  the  bitter  sweet,  Solanum  Dulcamara ;  also  he  gives  it 
to  the  Loniccra  Peridymenum,  L.  Tlie  '  honey-suckle '  was  not 
ague-curing.  It  is  simply  impossible  that  Shakespeare  meant 
that  the  hone3rsuckle  enwreathed  the  honeysuckle  and  called  it 
by  two  different  names.  There  is,  however,  no  reason  why  the 
'  withwind '  or  *  bind-weed '  {i.e.,  convolvulus)  should  not  have 
been  called  in  Warwickshire  or  elsewhere  the  woodbine,  the 
derivation  being  not  a  '  bine '  found  in  woods,  but  a  *  bine '  that 
clings  to  a  tree  or  other  shrub;  st  4,  L  i,  ** Coliander** ^ 
Coriander  C.  Sativum,  L;  1.  2,  "  Galingal**  =  aromatic  root 
of  the  rush  cyperus  longus,  L. ;  ibid.,  ''  Goldcups**  =■  meadow 
ranunculus  —  butter  cups ;  ibid, ,  ' '  BupreJUs  " — Buprestls 
Theophrasti  referred  by  Parkinson  to  the  hares-eares,  genus 
Bupleurum,  L.;  1.  3,  "fmall honefties**  =  Vmx^es  (pinks)  in 
Parkinson;  ibid.,  *' Eye-bright**  =  Oc^  Christi,  q.v.',  ibid.^ 
**  Coctdus  PanUr** — can  find  nothing  but  Coculus  Indus  or 
Indi ;  1.  4,  ** Double  tongue**  =  the  plant  horse-tongue;  ibid., 
**Afoly"  =  Homer^s  plant — called  by  Parkinson  Hungarian  or 
Saracen's  Garlic ;  ibid.,  **  Anthillis"  =■  sea  duckweed  and  sea 
ground  pine  according  to  Parkinson ;  but  it  seems  to  be  a  name 
of  Dioscorides,  on  which  no  definite  condusion  could  be  come 
to :  p.  281  and  at  p.  569,  he  speaks  of  the  ground  pine  as 
called  by  some  Anthyllis ;  L  5,  "  Ckuur**  =  dover,  also  called 
Mdlilot ;  ibid.,  **^thiopis  "  =  an  ^Ethiopian  plant  which  Par- 
kinson first  dassed  among  the  Mulleins  (the  Verbascas,  L.)  but 
afterwards  put  with  the  Clarys  (the  Salvias,  L.) ;  L  6,  ''/ZcTm- 
more**  ==  fitVLX  di*  amour,  Fr.,  from  a  mistaken  etymolc^  of 
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Amaranthus,  Am.  tricolor,  L.;  ibid,^  *^ Euphorbium^^  =  see  on 
St  3,  I  I  ;  ibid,,  "  E/ida**  =::  some  of  the  Tithimailes  or 
Spurges  (Euphorbia)  (Parkinson,  s,v.);  1.  7,  '' Caffia  fifliUa'' 

—  an  Indian  plant  producing  a  pulp  stUl  used  medicinaUy.  It 
has  preserred  its  name  to  this  day. 

Page  92,  st  I,  ^^  By  the  way  "  —  note  this  now  familiar  phrase ;  1.  2,  '*  Moly  " 

—  as  before;  1.  5,  "/«i<?ii*' =ladened;  st  3,  1.  I,  *^ Mug' 
worV  —  said  by  Prior  to  be  a  form  of  Mothwort,  also  called 
Mothenwort  Artemisia  Vulgaris,  L.;  ihid,^  "  J<jwa  "  =  senna, 
the  well  known  drug ;  ibid,,  "  Tithimailes'"  =  " Herbe  &  laict. 
Spurge,  Tithimal,  Milkweed  (Milkwort,  Parkinson),  Wolves 
Milk."  Cotgrave;  L  2,  **  Oke  of  leru/alem'' ^  {\cb£  sup- 
posed to  resemble  oak  leaf)  —  Oak  of  Cappadocia  Chenopo- 
dium  Ambrosioides,  L. ;  ibid,,  ** Lyryconfaucieor Liriconfancy  " 
==  corruption  of  lilium  convallium,  or  lily  of  the  valley,  Conval- 
laria  majalis,  L. ;  L  3,  *  *  Larkesfpurre  " — so  known  at  present  L« 
heel — toe  or  daw,  Knights  spurs  Delphinium,  L.;  ibid,, 
^^Larkes  claw^ —  I  find  no  such  word,  but  Prior  gives  it  as  a 
synonym  for  Lark's  spur,  and  Chester  is  no  authority ;  1.  4, 
"  Garden  Nigella  "  =  a  Fennel  flower,  Nigella  damascena,  L. ; 
ibid,,  "i»f/7/"  — I  can't  find;  ibid.,  '* Pionie'' =  i^ny,  1.  5, 
"^ifw/ivv"  — centaury;  L  6,  "^(Tw^rmi/"— its  tuber  eaten  by 
swine.  Cyclamen  europceum,  L.;  ibid,,  **  Goates  oregan,^^  or 
goat's  organy,  or  goat's  marjoram;  L  7,  " Pelemeum*^  —  I 
can't  find ;  ibid,,  **  O/nwnd  the  Waterman  "  =  Osmund  Fern, 
Os.  royal,  St  Christopher's  Herb=Osmunda  regalis,  L.;  st  4, 
L  I  — punctuate ,  after  *^  Mugwort*^  —  see  before,  p.  92,  st  3, 
1.1. 

„  93,  st  2,  1.  3,  ** MeiampHs,''  L  4,  '^Froetus''  -see  Myth.  Diet.,  s,v,,  the 
first  mortal  endued  with  prophetic  powers  and  medical  skill 
undertook  to  cure  Proetus'  daughters,  king  of  Argos,  and  got 
two-thirds  of  kingdom  and  married  one  daughter  (one  account); 
st  3,  1.  I,  "  C«i/n>"— see  p.  92,  st  i,  1.  S ;  L  6,  ''aches^^ 
disyllabic,  as  before  noted. 

„  94,  st  I,  1.  7,  "  hath  "  —  another  of  the  author's  curious  change  of  tenses ; 
St.  2,  I.  I,  "  Ofmond balepate*^  —  I  know  not  unless  is  =  Osm. 
the  Waterman,  that  being  "  singular  for  wounds,  bruises  and 
the  like"— see  p.  92,  st  3,  L  7;  ibid,,  '' Plebane'' —  I  can't 
find  —  might  be  error  for  Fleabane^ Inula  Pulicaria,  L. ;  ibid,, 
"  Oadm  ChriJH"  =  Wild  clary,  God's  eye,  See-bright,  Salvia 
Sclarea,  U;  1.  2,  *^ Sedomons  feale**  =  Solomon's,  i,e,.  Ladder 
to  heaven,  Convallaria  Polygonatum,  L.,  root  stock  cut  across, 
being  marked  like  two  triangles  reversed ;  ibid,,  "  Sampire*^= 
samphire — every  one  knows  Shakespeare's  reference  to  it — 
**on€  that  gathers  samphire'*''  (Lear,  act  iv,  sc  6);  Fr,  St. 
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Pierre,  and  so  Sampire  from  its  growing  on  sea  clif!s ;  I.  3, 
^^Sage  ^ /<?rw/&/fiOT  "  =  cowslips  of  Jerusalem,  Lingwort, 
Bugloss  cowslip,  spotted  Comfrey,  Pulmonaria  ofTicinalis,  L.  ; 
1.  4,  "Great  Pi/o/ella^*  =  Movtsceas,  Hieracium  Pilosella,  L.; 
i^'d.,  "Smgreme*^  —  see  note  under  *  Water  Sengreene,'  p.  96, 
st  4,  L  2;  ibid^t  *M//jrj«<^'*  =  horse-parsley,  Smymium 
Olus  atrum,  L.;  L  5,  *'  Knights  MilfoiW  —  ^,^  the  hooded 
Milfoil,  Bladder- wort,'  Utricularia  vulgaris,  L.;  ibid,,  "  Ma/- 
ticke "  =  Masticke,  gum  from  Pistacia  Lentiscus,  from  Scio ; 
idid.,  "Stocke  gitto/er"  ~  Our  present  'stock,*  Matthiola 
incana,  L. ;  1.  6,  "  Atr^  twopffu/* =moncywort  from  its  pairs  of 
round  leaves,  Lysimachia  Nummularia,  L.  ;  ibid,,  " Herm<h 
dactill**  —  roots  sold  as  medicine  in  Parkinson's  time,  but  the 
plant  unknown  —  *  Redfinver  PimpemelV  Anagallis  arvensis, 
L.  ;  St  4,  L  I,  ** imperious''*  —  punctuate  with  ,  after;  1.  2, 
"crie  di/daining  =  crie-disdaining ;  L  6,  **  iower"  =  lowered  ; 
I.  7,  "neare"  =ne*er. 
Page  95,  St  I,  L  6,  "/^n/ >iAir&t/*' =  hard-hearted;  st  2,  L  2,  "mome 
excelling"  —  mome-excelling ;  st  1-2  —  profoundly  suggestive 
of  the  radiant,  impulsive,  passionate  E^ssex.  See  our  Introduc- 
tion ;  St.  3,  L  S,  "  refine**  —odd  yet  noticeable  use  of  *  refine  * ; 
st  4,  1.  I,  *'Car/rts"^set  p.  96,  st  I ;  idid,,  **  Cheruile"  = 
Chaerophyllum  sylvestre,  L.,  x'"f>^vXXoi',  xa<p«,  I  rejoice, 
^vAAor,  leaf;  idid.,  1.  2,  **  Red  Patiens"  =  Patience  or  Monks 
rhubarb,  dock,  Rumex  Patientia,  L.;  "Purslane**  —  seep.  96, 
St.  3  ;  idid.,  "  Gingidium  **  —  Parkinson  calls  it  strange  chevrill, 
and  says  that  all  the  varieties  come  from  Syria,  except  one  from 
Spain ;  1.  3,  ''  Oxeeie**  ^  the  great  daisy,  from  Lat  buphthal- 
mus.  Chrysanthemum  Leucanthemum,  L. ;  *' Penj'grqff'es**  — 
The  sheep-killing  p-g.  is  =  penny-rot,  the  white-rot  —  marsh 
pennywort,  Hydrocotyle  vulgaris,  L.  Cotgrave  gives,  "Herbe 
qui  tue  les  brebis,  Moneywort,  herb  two-penny,  two-penny 
grass,"  and  Parkinson  the  same ;  but  these  names  seem  to  liave 
been  given  rather  confusedly  to  Hydrocotyle  vulg.,  Pinguicula 
Tulg.,  and  Lysimachia  Nummularia,  L. ;  1.  4,  "  Cuckoe pintelV* 
=s  arum  maadcUum,  L.  See  wake-robin,  p.  96 ;  ibid.,  "  Ladies 
feale**  =  SigilL  S.  Mariae  =  Bryonia  nigra.  Prior,  following 
some  of  our  old  herbalists,  says  that  it  and  Solomon's  seal  are  the 
same,  i.e.,  Convallaria  Polygonatum,  L. ;  but  Parkinson  differs 
and  makes  the  S.  S.  Mariae,  black  bryony,  Tamus  communis,  L ; 
ihid.,  ** Saga pinum**  =  Sagapenum,  a  gum  like  Galbanum 
from  Media ;  L  5,  *'  Theophraftus  violet**  =»  (old  names)  white 
violet  or  wallflower ;  Und.,  "  Vincetoxicum  **  —  Parkinson  calls 
it  Gentianella  minor  vema ;  L  6,  "Saint  Peters  wort**  =  cow- 
slip, from  resembling  a  bunch  of  keys,  Primula  veris,  L.;  ibid., 
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**  Venus  ^^w>v"= Maiden  hair  fern,  Adiantum,  L. ;  1.  6,  **  Squil- 
la  "  =  squills.  I  saw  huge  shrub-like  plants  of  it  in  Palestine. 
Page  96,  st  I,  1.  6,  ^' Sad dreamin^^  =  Sad-dreaming;  1.  7,  *^ honUworking*^ = 
honie- working ;  1.  5,  **  ^«/"  —  They  would  sell,  &c,  rather 
than  not  view  or  experience  thy  sweete,  &c;  st  2,  1.  2, 
" rauijhed'^  =  ravished  mfemal  Pluto  ;  st.  3,  L  I,  "  Purjlane'' 
—  Portidaca  oleracea,  I*,  as  before,  p.  95,  st.  3, 1.  2  ;  st  4,  L  I, 
*^  Racket"  —  corruption -of  diminutive  of  eruca,  Eruca  sativa 
Lam.;  ibUt,  "lack  by  the  hedge"  —  more  properly  'Jakes,* 
from  its  offensive  garlicky  smell.  Sauce  alone,  Alliaria  offi- 
cinalis, L. ;  ibid.  **  Loue  in  idlenejfe  "=  [small]  pansy  :  Viola 
Tricolor,  L.;  1.  2,  ^''Knights  loater  Sengreem"  —  Sengreene  is 
the  houseleek,  sin  (Sax.)  ever,  also  aigreen,  Jupiter's  eye, 
Bullock's  eye,  Jupiter's  beard,  Sempervivum  Tectorum,  L. 
Parkinson  speaks  of  an  Egyptian  water  plant  looking  like  a 
houseleek  which  was  called  Stratiotes,  and  this  or  the  Stratiotes 
Aizoides  he  calls  in  his  Index  Water  Sengreen ;  L  3,  ^^ Paris 
Nauews" — query.  Herb  Paris  or  Truelove,  its  four  leaves  re- 
sembling a  truelove  knot  —  but  '  Navews  *  are  rapes,  turnips, 
and  sometimes  it  would  seem  radishes ;  ibid,^  **  Torrufol"  -=■ 
(sun-flower  ? )  Wartwort,  Euphorbia  helioscopia,  L. ;  L  4, 
** Starre  thi/le" — so  called  fiiom  its  spiny  involucre,  Centaurea 
Solstitialis,  L.;  1.  5,  "Seta"  — I  can't  find  this;  L  6,  "  Wake- 
robbins"  =  Cuckoo- Pint,  Wake-Pintle,  Arum  maculatum,  L., 
one  among  several  repetitions,  shewing  that  Chester  repeated 
without  knowledge:  cf.  'Cuckoc  Pintle,'  p.  95,  st  I,  1.  4,  et 
alibi;  ibid.,  "  ffartichocke"  ^  2irWc\io\ie. 
„  97,  St.  1, 1.  I,  " Hyacinthus."*  See  Apollod.,  i,  3,  §  3,  for  the  ancient  myth. 
1-  5»  'Vprinckled"--9.\n'sf\9h\e  here;  1.  7,  "red  white  mingled" 
=  red-white  mingled,  or  red -white-mingled;  ib.,  ^^Gilli-flcwer" 
=  carnation.  But  Shakespeare  distinguished  between  the  carna- 
tion and  gilliflower,  e,g. 

"  The  fairest  flowers  of  the  season, 
Are  our  Carnations  and  streaked  Gillyflowers  " 

Winter's  Tale,  iv,  3. 

which  is  kindred  with  Spenser's  distinction  between  'Carna- 
tions *  ( *  Coronations '  as  he  rightly  spells  —  from  coronse  = 
garlands)  and  Sops-in-wine,  which,  nevertheless,  are  only  two 
of  the  numerous  names  of  this  one  beautiful  plant  I  met  with 
it  wild  on  the  plain  of  Esdraelon,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa  in  Palestine — white,  streaked  with  pale  red.  Cf.  Mid* 
summer  Nights  Dream,  act.  ii,  sc.  2,  for  an  exquisite  descrip- 
tive bit.  Dr.  Brinsley  Nicholson — to  whom,  as  throughout,  I 
am  extremely  indebted  for  most  painstaking  researches  on 
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Chester's  flowers,  &c — thus  writes  me  hereon  :  **The  carna- 
tion and  gilliflower  seem  to  have  been  different  species  (or  at 
least  Tarieties)  of  the  same  genus.  Parkinson  (Paradisus  Ter., 
p.  314)  says,  '  Most  of  our  later  writers  call  them  by  one  gene- 
rail  name,  Caryophyllum  sativum  and^x  Caryophylleus,  adding 
thereunto  maximus,  when  wee  mean  carnations,  and  maior 
when  we  would  express  gilloflowers,  which  name  is  taken  from 
doves,  in  that  the  sent  of  the  ordinary  red  gilloflower  (^itasi 
July  flower)  especially  doth  resemble  them.*  I  give  this  to 
clear  up  the  difficulty  that  has  alwa3r5  existed  as  to  Shakes- 
peare's and  Spenser's  lines.  Even  now  I  And  a  distinction 
made  between  carnations  and  pinks  and  gilloflowers,  and  I  am 
much  inclined  from  this  to  believe  in  the  derivation  from  camis 
and  not  from  corome —  the  '  popular  carnation '  being,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  of  a  red  colour  with  the  barest  mingling  of  a  reddish 
white."  St  2  —  this  and  other  contextual  stanzas  are  to  be 
read  between  the  lines.  'Nature'  is  pleading  with  the 
•Phoenfat'  (Elizabeth)  for  the  'Turtle  dove'  (Essex).  St.  3, 
1.  2,  **/iluer  coloured  Zi//*f  "=  silver-coloured.  Cf.  p.  21, 
heading  of  'A  Prayer' — 'a  silver  coloured  Dove';  L  6,  **AXd[** 
=  the  exclamation  of  woe  by  Apollo  for  the  mortally  wounded 
Hyacinthus  or  the  letter  T  of  ^Tdxi^os ;  st  4,  L  I,  "Jkift''=> 
trick;  1.  4,  "7>-«w«rt»/x"=  truants;  1.  5,  **de€pe  reade''^ 
deepe-reade. 
Page  98,  St.  1, 1.  I,  *•  ^<v>&rf"— see  on  p.  96,  st.  4, 1.  i ;  1.  2,  '^  in  your  Maifters 
brow^^—  frowns  indicative  of  displeasure?  L  7,  "  That  what  is 
feem without conits  fwi  within,**  i^e.y  I  suppose,  the  'wheals' 
are  there  but  no  'blood*  drawn  or  pain  caused ;  st.  2,  1.  4, 
"  Artich/fcks" — see  p.  96,  st.  4,  1.  6  ;  f^.,  *who* — note  this  for 
which;  1.  5,  '*Sod**  —  sodden  or  steeped ;  st.  3,  11.  I  &  3,  put 
hyphen  in  'Sommer-ttme  and  Winter-time* ;  st.  4, 1.  I,  "Soto- 
bread* — see  p.  99,  sts.  1-3,  and  note  p.  92,  st.  3,  1.  6— 
Cyclamen  Europoeum,  L.  ;  ib,,  **Stanwort** — qu.  stonecrop? 
or  as  we  have  had  stonecrop,  qu,  error  for  Stab-wort,  Oxalis 
acet,  L.,  or  Star-wort,  Aster  Tripolium,  L.  ?  ib»  **Starre  of 
Hierufalim'*^ — qu.  Star  of  Bethlehem?  Prior  makes  the  Star 
of  Bethlehem  to  be  Omithogaldum  umbellatum,  L.,  and  the 
Star  of  Jerusalem  or  girasole,  Tragopogon  porrifolium ;  but  Par- 
kinson in  his  Index  makes  them  the  same,  and  gives  as  syno- 
nyms Goats-beard,  Cvo-to-bed-at-noon,  Joseph's  flower,  also  a 
Tragopogon  (pratense),  L. ;  L  2,  "  Veruinc**=^  vervain  or  ver- 
vine  —  anciently  used  in  sacred  rites  and  ceremonies — also 
called  holy  herb,  pigeon's  grass,  Juno's  tears,  &c..  Verbena 
oflicinalis,  L. ;  ib,^  "  TJiij/^ "— a  yellow  ill-savoured  wild 
plant,  still  so-named — Tanacetum  vulgare  ;   Fr.,  tanaise  — 
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*  tansy '  from  Athanasia  Gr.  from  a  misinterpretation  of  Lucian 
[Dial,  of  Gods,  iv) ;  1.  3,  "  Go  to  bed  ai  noone^'sfit  'Starre 
Hierusalem,*  1.  I ;  ib,,  "  TitimcUem'*'*  —  see  note  on  p.  92,  st. 
2,  1.  i;  L  4,  ** Hundred  headed  thijile^* — I  imagine  the  refe- 
rence is  to  the  abundant  *  thistle-down '  that  bears  the  seed 
in  a  'hundred*  directions;  ib.,  ** luU^* — see  p.  98,  st.  4. 
Shakespeare  says  — 

"  The  female  Ivy  so 
Enrings  the  barky  fingers  of  the  elm." 

Midsummer  Nights  Dream,  act  iv,  sc.  I. 
One  rarely  or  never  sees  it  round  the  (traditional)  'vine.* 
Pliny  tells  us  {s.v.)  that  the  yellow  berries  of  ivy  drunk  secure 
one  from  drunkenness,  and  Cato  and  Varro  that  there  is  such 
antipathy  between  the  ivy  and  wine  that  if  wine  and  water  be 
put  into  an  ivy  cup,  the  water  remains  but  the  wine  soaks 
through.  Hence  the  appropriation  of  both  to  Bacchus  might 
have  arisen  from  the  ivy  being  thought  a  preservative  from  all 
but  the  good  effects  of  the  grape.  Milton  sings  of  "  the  ivy  never  , 
sear.'*  L  5,  "iVi^ryfej^V/**— an  herb  still  so  named;  ib.,  *' Stone- 
crop  '*=  the  Sedum  acre  of  Linnaeus ;  ib,,  "  Canary^—  canary- 
seed — so  known  still;  1.  6,  **  Dwarf e  gentian*^  —s/^i^.  loo,  st.3; 
ib,,  '*Snaheiveed^*==ad(lcT*s  wort  or  bistort,  Polygonum  Bistorta; 
ib.f  "Sauoty."  This  plant  gets  its  name  from  the  Latin 
Satureia  through  the  Italian  Savoreggia,  IVintef  *s  Tale,  act  iv, 
sc.  3  (Ellacombe).  1.  8,  '*  Bel/  rags"  =  a  kind  of  water-cress  T 
ib.,  ^^ prickly  Boxe'*'*  —  either  our  buck-thorn  rhamnus  cathar- 
ticus,  L.,  "the  buck  being  a  misrendering  of  Germ,  buxdom 
=  box-thorn  rv^ajcay9a  **  Prior ;  or  another  plant  called  by 
Parkinson  box-thorn  (p.  1009)  Lycium  sive  Pyxacantha,  he 
having  spoken  of  buck-thorn  in  the  previous  chapter;  ib,, 
•*  Rafpis  of  Coucfttry  **  —  the  *  raspberry. '  Gerarde  describes 
it  by  the  name  of '  Rubus  idaeus,  the  raspis  bush,  or  hind-berry. 
He  has  this  notice  of  it :  — "  The  raspis  is  planted  in  gardens: 
it  groweth  not  wilde  that  I  know  of,  except  in  a  field  by  a 
village  in  Lancashire,  called  Harwood,  not  far  from  Black- 
bum**  (p.  1273).  As  resident  in  Blackburn  I  may  state  that 
the  'raspberry*  abounds  in  the  woods  all  around  us.  See 
Nares's  s,v,  for  a  full  note. 
Page  99,  st  I,  1.  5,  *'  Vnleffe  too  much,"  &c,  i.e.,  unless  they  wish  abortion  or 
miscarriage;  st  2,  I.  5,  "  PVhen  Mother  Lullabie  with  ioyjhould 
feng"  —  Mother  sing  Lullabie  with  ioy;  L  6,  "  Yet  wanton 
fcaping Maides,"  8lc.  Cf.  st.  I,  1.  5,  and  relative  note;  also 
the  next  stanza  here.  St  4,  1.  4,  **the  maiden  Ciffus"  = 
Kurtros  ivy.  There  seems  at  p.  100,  st.  i,  IL  1--5,  a  reminis- 
cence of  the  story  of  Ariadne  and  Dionysus. 
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Page  100,  St  I,  1.  3,  *^  in/ttared*^  =  drawn  thither;  but  by  stress  of  rhyme,  and 
so  too  in  1.  5.  St  3,  I.  2,  ^"^ hot  Jhining^^  —  hot-shining;  1.  5, 
"#w^./^»w"=  not  [otherwise];  st  4, 1. 1,  **Carduus  baudicius 
BUJfed  thiftle.     So  Shakespeare— 

Margaret,   Get  you  some  of  this  distilled  Carduus  Benedictus, 
and  lay  it  to  your  heart;  it  is  the  only  thing  for  a  qualm. 

Hero.     There  thou  prickest  her  with  a  Thistle. 

Beatrice,     Benedictus!    Why  Benedictus?    You  have  some 
moral  in  this  Benedictus. 

Margaret,    Moral  I  No  by  my  troth,  I  have  no  moral  mean- 
ing; I  meant  plain  Holy  Thistle.'' 

{.Much  Ado  About  Nothings  ac  iii,  sc  4.) 

The  '  Holy  Thistle '  or  *  Blessed  Thistle '  was  long  held  to  be  a 
heal-alL  See  Steevens*  Shakespeare  in  loco\  1.  2,  *^  Nejwort,^^ 
see  p.  loi,  st  I  —  Parkinson  calls  it  White  Hellebore.  Prior, 
under  sneeze- wort,  says  =  Achillaca  Ptarmica;  ibid,,  *' Feni- 
royalV* —  (so  called  still)  Latin  puleium  regium  and  L.  Mentha 
pulegium  —  supposed  to  destroy  fleas  —  also  called  pudding 
grass,  because  used  in  *  stuffings ' ;  ibid,,  **  AJhvlochia  " —  can- 
not find  anywhere;  L  3,  ^*  YeiloTO  Wolfs-bane"  =  aconite  — 
usually  blue,  but  one  kind  has  pale  yellow  flowers ;  ibid,, 
**Brambie,"  See  a  most  interesting  note  on  this  familiar  plant 
(or  shrub)  in  £Ilacombe*s  Plant-I-ore  and  Garden  Craft  of 
Shakespeare  (1878),  s.v,  L  4,  '*Our  Ladies  Bedflraw**  =^  the 
plant  Gatiufn  ;  ib,,  "^rw^^*/////^"  =  water-pimpemell,  Vor- 
mica  Beccabringa,  L.;  ibid.,  *'Lunaria** — seep.  loi,  st  4; 
1.  5,  ** Cinque  foi/e"  =  fire-leaved  grass,  but  Prior  makes  them 
different  —  Typha  latifolia  and  Phleum  pratense  L.;  ib.,  **Cats 
taile"^  the  plant  horse-tail?  Potcntilla,  L.;  ib.,  *' CreJ^e  Scia- 
tica*^— so-called  (I  suppose)  as  good  for  alleviating  sciatic  and 
rheumatic  pains — a  kind  of  candytuft,  Ihoris  amara,  L;  1.  6, 
"^^//iA?f>6Kr **=  holly-hock  —  still  well-known  and  admired; 
ib.,  *'Moufeare^*—haJdn,  myosotis,  Hieracium  Pilosella,  L. 
— appearance  of  chickweed,  but  the  flower  larger  and  the  fruit 
ox-hom  shape,  open  at  the  top  and  fiill  of  small  round  seeds. 
There  is  a  mouse  ear  chickweed  and  a  mouse  ear  scorpion  grass, 
but  they  are  both  different  Holland's  Pliny,  however,  gives 
as  a  synonym  for  mouse  ear  (Myosotis)  chickweed.  Prior  gives 
mouse  ear  chickweed,  stellaria  media ;  ib,,  '*jPety  MorreU"= 
garden  night-shade,  i.e,f  so/anum  nigra;  L  7,  ''Sage" — see 
p.  ici,  sts.  2-3;  ib,,  "Scifrpiades**=scoTpion-gaiSS  or  cater- 
pillers,  though  the  word  ought  to  be  Seorpioides.  It  is  the 
mouse  ear  scorpion  grass,  now  called  forget-me-not  —  Myosotis 
palustus,  L.,  from  its  spike,  says  Prior,  resembling  a  scorpion's 
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tail,  it  was  supposed  by  the  doctrine  of  signatures  to  be  good 
against  a  scorpion's  bite;  ib,,  *' garden  /orrell"  —  the  wild 
'  wood '  sorell  cultivated  —  a  sallet 
Page  loi,  St.  I,  L  3,  ''/od"=^  sodden  or  steeped.  C£  p.  98,  st.  2,  L  5  ;  st  2,  L  3, 
"^/i«j*'=probably  Aetius  of  Amida,  a  physician  and  writer 
on  medicine  ?  He  refers  to  Egyptian  medicine  in  his  B.  *lafrpuA 
iiaud^Ka ;  st  4,  L  4,  *•*" horjlocke'*'*  —  a  horse*s  fetter  to  prevent 
anjrthing  but  a  gentle  pace  and  straying — qu.  —  get  twisted 
among  the  leaves  and  stems  and  so  un-locked  ? 
„  102,  St  I y  1.  I,  **  Standergras** — having  double  tubers,  it  was  thought 
on  the  doctrine  of  signatures  to  have  aphrodisiac  powers,  Prior, 
Orchis  mascula,  L.  This  and  *  Hares  baUockes^  and  *  great 
Orchis '  are  different  names  for  one  plant,  as  shown  by  descrip- 
tion and  name,  and  by  the  text  'provoketh'  and  'procureth,' 
L  2,  and  'It,'  IL  3  and  5,  ei  seq.\  11.  6>7=only  to  be  used 
fresh  or  newly  pulled;  st  3,  1.  I,  '* Ro/emarie^ — See  EUa- 
combe,  as  before,  for  a  full  note  on  this  once  wonderfully 
popular  plant ;  ib.t  ** iuftijie^^—  uphold  or  state  or  make  just ; 

1.  6,  ^^Con/erues refiores^^ — plural  nominative  to  verb 

singular;  st  4,  L  I,  **Dwale  or  Nightfiiade" — the  latter  ex- 
plains the  former  name.  The  *  Dwale-Bluth '  of  young  Oliver 
Madox-Brown  has  revived  the  older  name  unfoigetably;  L  4, 
**m/^"=  disturbance,  tumult;  L  6,  ** Altnaine"  =  Gensanj ', 
L  7,  "«<w^i*/"=  naught,  naughty,  bad. 

As  this  ends  our  Author's  rapid  naraing  and  description  of 
plants  and  flowers,  I  must  semi-apologize  for  my  attempt  to 
give  each  its  scientific  name.  I  have  ventured  to  do  so  (through 
Dr.  Nicholson's  ready  aid)  firsi  from  the  tendency  people  then 
had  to  give  the  same  name  to  different  flowers,  second  that  the 
then  Botanists  placed  different  species  of  different  genera  under 
under  one  generic  name.  I  would  now  introduce  here  a  hitherto 
unprinted  poem  from  a  MS.  in  the  Chetham  Library,  Man- 
chester, wherein  the  most  popular  flowers  are  daintily  intro- 
duced, as  follows : 

MusA  Amatoria. 

1.  In  funny  fumers  heatinge 
Cloffe  in  an  arbour  fittinge 

Under  a  mirtle  fliade ; 
For  my  kinde  loue  the  fiurefl 
W*  flowers  of  the  rareft, 

A  Pofie  thus  I  made. 

2.  The  flril  of  maidens  fancie 
W*  purple  coloured  panfy. 

The  goold  that  fhutt  at  night ; 
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And  then  I  platt  a  maidens  blufh, 
A  Tulupp  and  NarcUTuSy 
W**»  Campions  red  and  white. 

3.  The  Tiolett  and  the  Eglantine, 

W**»  Cowflips  fweet  and  fops  in  wine, 

Sweete  marjoram  and  ox  eye  ; 
The  flowers  of  mu(ke  millions. 
Come  blowe  me  downe,  fweet  Williams, 

Wall-flowers  and  favorye. 

4.  The  cheifeil  flowers  for  pofes. 
Are  pinks,  gilUflowers  and  rofes ; 

I  pluckt  Ihem  in  their  prime. 
The  Larkheele  and  the  Lillie, 
The  fragrant  Daffii-diilie, 

W*  Lauender  and  tjrme. 

5.  The  cheifeil  flowers  for  taftinge, 
The  flower  euerlaftinge 

I  puld  it  from  the  baye ; 
The  blew  and  coloured  collobine. 
The  Daiie  and  the  woodbine, 

And  next,  the  flower  of  Maye. 

6.  Thefe  flowers  beinge  aiUed 
And  from  their  branches  pulled 

They  yield  a  fragrant  fent ; 
And  I  obferud  their  places 
And  had  them  in  bride-Laces, 

And  to  my  Loue  I  went 

7.  Where  I  perceiud  her  fportinge 
With  other  maides  refortinge, 

Nigh  by  a  riner  llode; 
When  (he  had  well  perufed 
My  pofie  not  refufed 

Upon  her  arme  ihe  tyed. 

8.  With  modefl  kind  behanior 
She  thankes  me  for  my  fauor. 

And  weares  it  for  my  fake; 
And  with  ten  thoufand  kifles 
The  reft  rema3rne  in  wifhes 

Her  Loveinge  leaue  (he  takes.     Finis. 

(8010  Chetham  Library,  8055  Farmer's  CataL) 

Page  103,  St  I,  L  I,  ^*Oke  of  lerufaUm^^  or  of  Cappadocia^  Chenopodium 
Ambrosioides,  L.  —  leaf  supposed  to  resemble  that  of  the  oak  ; 
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St  2,  L  2,  **  Times  increa/f"  So  Shakespeare  *  earth's  iocrease' 
{Tempest^  act.  iv,  sc.  I  (Song)  and  2  Henry  VI,  act  iii,  sc.  2} 
and  'womb's  increase'  {CoHol,  act  i,  sc  i);  L  5,  **their^^ 
there,  zs  frequenter  contemporaneously ;  1.  6,  ^* JweeU  fpread'^ ^ 
fweete-fpread ;  st.  3, 1.  6,  "  fwminale"=nAmef  r,g.\  st.  4,  L  3, 
*'lqftU  A«rrVr^"  =  loftie-bearing;  1.  5,  *^  ChfifiS'tkome**=^ 
Spina  Chrlsti — I  found  it  in  enormous  growth  near  Jericho;  1. 6, 
**Tantari/ke" — tamaris,  Fr.  and  Sp. :  tamarisco,  It :  tamariscus, 
Latin  —  wood  and  fruit  medicinal;  st.  5,  1.  i,  ^^ ntoft chaft tree, 
that  Chaftneffe  doth  betoken'^ — no  opportunity  is  *let  slip*  of 
pleasing  the  *^Vr^>f -queen,' as  she  rejoiced  to  be  called,  by 
such  references;  1.  2,  *^  Holly  holme"— 2^  holm  holly;  L  3, 
'*  Corke^ —  G^rarde  and  Parkinson  describe  this  tree,  though  it 
was  not  planted  in  England  until  the  latter  part  of  the  seven^ 
teenth  century  ;  ib.,  *'  Goof^^errie^  It  may  be  noted  that  Dr. 
Prior  has  shewn  that  this  word  is  a  corruption  of  *  Cross-berry,' 
and  so  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  'goose';  1.  3  (page  104) 
•V»<w>f«i"=  shaken,  r.g,\  1.  4,  "  Philbert "=  filbert ;  «*., 
**Barberie^  or  Berberry  =  the  pipperldge-bush  —  a  prickly 
shrub,  bearing  a  long  red  tart  'berry';  L  5,  **Mqfti£ke^ — lenlisk 
tree  —  I  saw  it  plentiful  in  Cyprus  and  Scio  =  gum  from  it 
Page  104,  st  I,  I  I,  **Iudas  tree** — resembles  the  apricot — grows  in  hedges  of 
Italy  and  Spain,  but  in  England  it  was  the  elder  oi  Shakespeare; 
st  2,  I  I,  "AJh'tm"  See  Ellacombe,  as  before,  s.v,\  ib,, 
** Maple" — a  fine  naturalized  English  tree,  with  odd-shaped 
winged  seeds  that  when  I  was  a  boy  used  to  be  called  'cocks 
and  hens';  ib.,  ^*^ Sycamore" — Acer  pseudoplatanus,  L,  of 
the  maple  genus;  1.  2,  ** Pomegranate"  =  the  kemelled  apple 
(ponium  granatum)'^6s\\dovs  in  Palestine  as  I  proved  at 
Shunem,  &c  ;  ib.^  ^*Apricockes"  See  Ellacombe,  as  before, 
for  a  full  note  (s.v.)  hereon  ;  ib,,  ^*Iunipere" — IjOi^n^juniperus 
—  the  well  known  tree  or  shrub.  It  grows  very  Isa^  in  the 
Sinaitic  peninsula;  1.  3,  **  Turpentine" — resinous  clear  gum 
from  the  pine,  juniper,  &c;  ib.y  ** deplore"  =  weep  or  pour  out; 
ib.,  ^^ Peare-tree" — poire,  French:  pyrum, Latin — innumerable 
varieties;  ib,,  ** Medlar^ — mespilum,  Latin — like  the  laurel; 
1.  5,  **Orenge,"  See  Ellacombe  for  a  matterful  note,  j.v.;  «U., 
**Lemmon"i  Ibid.,  I.  6,  "  AW//i/^"  — see  Gerarde,  s.v.,  but 
it  was  not  introduced  into  England  for  two  centuries  later ;  ib., 
** Plum-tree."  See  Ellacombe,  as  before,  s.v. ;  st  3,  1.  I, 
**mrtle"^"  Holy  Writ, "  and  the  classical  myths  have  immortal- 
ized it  See  Ellacombe,  as  before,  s.v. ;  1.  2,  ^'gods  " — ^misprint 
for  *  goddess*  \  1.  3,  ^^Merfin."  Is  this  mythological  story  of 
Mersin  a  classical  one  ?  Or  is  it  coined  by  Chester  ?  I  do  not 
remember  it,  nor  can  I  find  it     Moreover,  the  'myrtle'  was 
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saaned  to  Aphrodite  or  Venus  (Murcia  or  Murtea),  and  not  to 
Athen^  or  Pallas.  I  incline  also  to  think  it  Chestei^s  because 
he  has  made  rather  a  mess  of  the  name,  /ivpo-uo}  being  a  myrtle 
branch,  and  fwpros  the  myrtle  tree "  (Dr.  Brinsley  Nicholson, 
to  me).  1.  4,  the  colon  (:)  certainly  ought  to  have  been 
deleted  here ;  st.  4,  1.  3,  ** gouerfi^mmt"  =  of  set  rule. 
Page  105,  St  I,  1.  I,  "/ofr/uiJid"=  {ore-massed;  1.  5,  ^* vanquijher;'  i.e.,  the 
vanquished  —  a  probable  misprint;  st  3,  1.  I,  ** gresne 
remaining  "=  greene-remaining  ;  ib.^  "Bay."  See  EUacombe, 
as  before,  for  a  full  note,  J.r.  ;  11.  5-6.  See  note  on  p.  97, 
st  2;  st  5  (p.  106;,  L  3,  "to  his  hearts  delight'' ^  iox  the 
delight  of  his  own  heart. 

„  106,  st  I,  1.  I,  "  opinion  "=  good  repute  in  knowledge ;  11.  5-6  =  Apollo 
as  god  of  the  sim.  Cf.  the  preceding  context ;  st.  2,  L  i,  "  Mo/e- 
tree'*— see  on  IL  5-6;  1.  4,  " HerboriJW  =  "one  skilled  in 
herbs"  (Ash.,  s,v.)  It  occurs  in  its  more  correct  form  of 
Herbrtrist  in  Philemon  Holland's  Pliny^  either  in  this  sense,  or 
as  one  who  gathers  herbs  for  medical  purposes.  11.  5-6,  unin- 
telligible to  the  editor.  It  can*t  possibly  mean  that  near  or  in 
Niniveh  or  the  *  Aleph  *  (=  first  or  foremost — as  being  the  first 
letter  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet)  citie  some  merchant-ship  trading 
from  *  Venetia  *  found  this  *  Mofe-tree  *  there.  The  next  stanza 
only  deepens  the  obscurity;  st  4, 1.  4,  "  Tellus  glorie'* — ^Tellus' 
glorie ;  1.  5  (p.  107),  put  hyphen  in  " white siluct^d'  and  "rich 
refembling,^ 

„  107,  st  3,  1.  I,  "  Prarone" — a  small  cnistaceous  fish,  like  a  shrimp,  but 
laiger;  ib.,  "/^V;6«r//"=  young  pike;  1.  3,  "A#»"=akind 
of  sea  water-fowl  then  called  'feathered  fish'  (Rider,  s,v., 
1640);  ib.,  "Sole'*  —  the  well-known  flat  marine  fish,  of  the 
genus  Pleuronectes,  P.  solea  of  Linnxus  —  so  called  probably 
from  its  keepiiiig;  on  or  near  the  bottom  ( '  sole ')  of  the  sea ;  fi$., 
"Sommer  louing"^  Sommer-louing ;  st.  4,  L  3,  "brimme"= 
edge. 

„  108,  st  I,  L  I,  "Ray" — a  genus  of  cartilaginous  plagiostomous  fishes, 
e.g.t  sting  ray,  spotted  torpedo,  thomback,  skate,  &c;  ib,, 
"  Sea-calf e"  —  the  common  seal,  a  species  of  phoca  —  phoca 
vitulina  of  Linnaeus ;  ib.^  " Porpoife" — fix)m  porco,  a  hog  and 
pesce — a  fish  (Italian),  hence  called  hog-fish  and  sea-h<^ — in 
zoology  cetaceous  mammals  of  the  genus  Delphinus  of  Linnaeus ; 
1. 3,  "  Sea-horfe" —  the  morse,  a  species  of  Trichechus  or  walrus, 
the  T.  rosmarus;  1^.,  "Sea-hound,'*  Cotgrave  gives,  'Hound 
fish*=  Fr.,  sorrat,  Ash,  *  name  of  a  fish.'  Rider  gives,  *  Hound 
fish '=  Galerus ;  and  under  'Galerum,'  a  Dogge-fish,  also  a 
Sea-Calfe.  lb.,  *'/V«r^''=flatfishof  the  'sole'  species;  L4, 
"Spitchcok^' — was  not  as  now,  an  eel  broiled,  &c.,  but  'a great 
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eel,'  AnguUkt  decumana  (Rider,  and  so  Kersey)  —  possibly  the 
conger.  So  'stocke-fish*  was  not  a  salted  fish  as  now,  but  was  used 
as  the  name  of  the  live  fish  (Rider).  /^.,  •*iV/r-4^r"= pilchard  ; 
1.  6,  'MfA«f"— disyllabic  as  ususal;  st.  2,  1.  i,  '' Sffitfijh'' = 
sea-pike.  Cf.  for  further  description  Cotgrave,  s,v.^  Spet. 
Ib.^  **^»r///i^"=  sparling  or  Sperling?  1.2,  *^  Thomebacke*'* — 
a  kind  of  'ray,*  as  before ;  1,  3,  **  Twitu^ —  Rider  has  '*  A  fish 
called  a  twin  before  it  be  a  year  old.  Pelamys  —  and  pelam3r5 
is  a  thunny  or  tunny.  lb,,  ** Scallop*^ — a  fish  in  hollow  and 
pectinated  shell ;  L  4,  **pretu  Wrincle^'—  a  welke ;  st  3,  L  I, 
"  CuttU  "  =  cuttle-fish  ;  ih.,  "  Stocke-jyk  "—already  named 
supra  (st.  I,  L  4) ;  1.  4,  '^  Ruffe^^ — a  small  fish,  a  species  of 
Perca,  Perch,  cernua,  native  of  England ;  ib.,  **Fiper^—  pipe- 
fish—  or  Horn-back,  or  Horn  or  Gom-fish  —  of  the  genus 
Syngnatkus^  so  called  from  the  length  and  slendemess  of  its 
body,  which  in  its  thickest  part  is  only  equal  to  a  swan's  quill ; 
1.  5,  ^* Barbell^"* — of  the  genus  Cyprinus,  of  the  order  of 
Abdominals  ;  st.  4,  1.  5,  ^^Jlubbome  tucked "  =  stubbome- 
necked;  st.  5,  1.  3  —  remove  comma  (,)  certainly  after  **z/«- 
feener 
Page  109,  st  I,  1.  I,  *M/rw/^"= amethyst —seep,  no,  st  2;  «^.,  ^^ Abejhne*^ 
= asbestos?  but  see  infra  ;  L  2,  '*  7«rfte "=  turquoise ;  1.  3, 
** Ada/nant"'^see  p.  109,  st  4 ;  1.  3,  **Divni/c"=  Dionisias  — 
Batman  (xvi,  35)  calls  it  Dionyso,  a  stone,  black  or  brown,  hav- 
ing red  spots.  See  Batman,  as  supra,  and  Isidore  for  more  on 
it  lb,,  **Ca/cedon*'=  adcedony;  I  4,  ''£iuirapia'' -^qu. 
heliatrope?  1.  5,  '*A^ri/es** — a  gem  shining  within  like  a  star, 
mentioned  by  Isidore;  1.  6,  "Argirifcs" — a  silver-Hke  gem 
mentioned  also  by  Isidore;  1.  4,  **Beri//^* — seep,  no,  st  5; 
1.  5,  *'^fl/A//r"— seep.  114,  st  2-3;  1.  6,  " /a^wM  "— see  p. 
113,  st  2;  st  2,  1.  I,  **Smaragd''—sec  p.  114,  st  4;  ib., 
^^Alablafter  " —  so  spelled  contemporaneously,  and  onward.  So 
too  the  Poet  —  Spenser's  friend — had  his  name  spelled;  ib., 
* '  Crufopaffe  " = chry soprase  ;  1.  3,  *  'fparkiing  Diasnond  " —  see 
p.  Ill,  st  2-3.  The  most  exquisite  thing  I  ever  have  met  with 
on  the  diamond  was  in  a  most  unlikely  place,  viz.,  in  James 
Arbuckle's  poem  of  ** Snuff."  He  describes  the  tapered,  pink- 
nailed  finger  of  Beauty,  whereon  "The  diamond  spiJ/s  its  drop 
of  light"  1.  4,  '*Margari/e"=peaLr\;  ib.,  "  brt^Ai-ey^d 
ChryftalV^  This  recalls  Sir  John  Davies'  splendid  description 
of  the  sea,  looking  up  with  his  '  great  crystal  eye '  to  the  moon  ; 
1.  5,  **  JUgurius  "=  a  species  of  carbuncle  or  the  lynx  stone,  or 
jacinth,  or  amber;  ib.,  "  Onix  "=  onyx  ;  ib.,  "  Gagates  "  —  see 
p.  112,  st  4  —  Minsheu  and  Cotgrave  give  it  =  agate,  but 
Rider  and  Lovell  as  * jeat '  or  agath  stone,  and  so  Pliny,  xxxvi, 
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19 ;  1.  6,  ^*AbfiJbs  *' —  Batman  gives  Abeston  for  Asbestus,  but 
Absciso  from  Isidore  as  a  precious  stone,  "  black  heavie  and 
ftreaJced  with  redde  veines,"  Ac.  ;  ib.^  **Ama/i/is**'-seep, 
no,  St  4;  f^.,  *MrAi/^j"  — see  p.  no,  st.  3;  st  3,  1. 
5,  **  Lipparia  "=  liparium  or  rock  alum ;  1.  6,  "  Enidros  "  — 
seep.  112,  St.  3.  This  gem,  enhydros  =  iKvSpor,  is  now  un- 
known. Pliny  37,  II,  73  ;  Solin.  37,  67;  st.  4,  1.  I,  **  Ada^ 
mant"=  lode-stone. 
Page  no,  st  I,  L  l,  "/iWy"  =  living.  Cf.  "  lively  oracles "  (Acts  vii,  38), 
"  lively  hope"  (i  Peter  i,  3),  "lively  stones"  (i  Peter  ii,  5) ; 
st  2,  L  I,  '*purpie  coloured'' ^^pv^Xe-coXomtA  ;  ib.,  ^^AmaHJV' 
<=  amethyst— see  p.  109,  st  i,  1.  i ;  st  4,  L  5,  **/iers light" 
=  in  the  fire,  r,g, 

„  III,  st  I,  1.  5,  *'th<hou/e''^\\SR\  st  2-3.  Cf.  note  p.  109,  st  2,  L  3, 
and  note  the  feminine  there  as  here ;  st  4,  L  6,  **  whereas''^ 
whereat 

„  112,  st  I,  1.  I,  *^ Ackites*'^f\M.—  cL  description  p.  112,  st  1, 1.  I,  and 
p.  Iiov  st  3,  1.  I.  Minsheu  gives  as^Gagates;  but  Lovell, 
making  Gagates  or  Agath  one  of  the  sulphurs  —  a  black  stony 
earth  full  of  bitumen,  gives  Achates  among  the  stones  or  jewels 
most  precious,  as  like  the  jasper.  Doubtless  Chester  meant 
the  'agate.*  1.  6,  **re/i''  —  ease  from  pain;  st  2,  1.  4,  ''Aer 
huffumrs  is  rekafing*' — sic^  and  so  another  example  of  verb 
singular  following  a  nominative  plural ;  L  6,  **for/aki  his 
meate'*=\Qisit  his  appetite;  st  3,  1.  I,  ** Enidros'* — see  p. 
109,  st  3,  1.  6 ;  after  st  3,  "  Perpetui"  &c.,  from  Marhodaei 
Carmen  de  Gen.  §47  :  Franzias,  Lips.  1791  —  Chester  slightly 
different;  st  4,  1.  I,  "  Gtf.jaifer "— see  p.  109,  st  2,  L  5;  L  2, 
"w^^«w"  =  whereat,  as  before;  st.  5  (p.  113),  1.  3,  ^^/<mu 
mm  neuer  thinke''^  will  not  believe. 

„  113,  St.  I,  1.  I,  ^'lacinth:*  QL  Batman  upon  Barthol.,  B  xvi,  c.  57. 
Our  Poet  has  drawn  on  one  or  other ;  L  3,  "^/f " — the  origi- 
nal's misprint  for  'clere'  or  'cleare*  through  length  of  the  line; 
I6,"th/m  "—not  misprint  for  '  them '  but  for  '  to  the  m[inde]  * 
—as  revealed  by  the  rhyme  and  scansion  ;  st  4,  1.  I,  "Meade 
ftone "—see  Batman  upon  Barthol.  B  xvi,  c  67  Medo—  whence 
this  is  fetched  ;  L  4,  *' Mngled^''  &c.,  i,e,,  mingled  with  the 
milk  of  a  woman  having  a  male  in£uit  (not  a  female  one). 

„  114,  st  1,  L  I,  "Onfef"— see  Batman,  as  before,  B.  xvi,  c  74;  st  a, 
L  I,  "^>Wf  r^/wr'^"  =  Skie-colottr'd;  ib.,  ''Saphire"-^see 
Batman,  as  before,  B  xvi,  c  87  ;  1.  2,  "mm(^};m^"=  judicial, 
well-judging ;  st  3, 11.  5-6.  Whence  this  '  consecration '  of  the 
sapphire  to  Apollo  ?  Batman,  Ixvi,  c  87,  gives  the  story  of  the 
spider  and  says  he  has  oft  seen  it  proved.  St  4,  1.  I,  read 
—  ' ftesh-greene-colour*d '  or  'fresh  grene-colour*d ' ;  ib., 
**  Smaragd'^ —  see  Batman,  as  before,  B.  xvi,  c  88. 
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Page  115,  St,  I,  1.  I,  ^^ valiant  Casar^'^  viz.,  Nero;  1.  2,  2/utpovs,  sic,  but  = 
2futpay9oSf  doubtless  written  contractedly  by  Chester  i/utporytrs^ 
r.g.  See  Batman,  xvl  88,  from  Isidore;  L  4,  "wards"  = 
acts  of  guard  or  guarding,  fences;  st  2,  L  5,  "kapes" — 
disyllabic;  st  3,  L  I,  **7«rfA«f "=  turquois.  Mentioned  in 
Batman,  but  no  virtues  given  it  nor  in  Pliny.  I  gathered  a 
handful  myself  in  the  ancient  turquois  mines  of  the  Sinaitic 
peninsula. 
„  116,  ^t  I,  L  3,  "^«^/^**=Bugill  or  Buffell,  Latin,  Bubalus,  i.f.,  the 
bufialo;  L  4,  '*Onocfnfaurg" — a  mythical  animal  compounded 
of  ass  (oyos)  and  man,  as  the  hippocentaiur  was  of  horse  and 
man.  Even  Batman  has  his  doubts  of  its  existence ;  1.  5> 
**J>r(miitfafy,"  i,e,,  standing  for  itself  and  the  'camel';  but 
see  st  3  ;  L  6,  **-^<w"=boar,  see  p.  115,  st  I ;  ib,  *' Dragon" 
=  mythical  serpent ;  st  2,  1.  I,  "ftrong  neck'd"  =  ftrong- 
neck'd;  1.  4,  •*GtwM«rf^^"=  he-goat?  Batman  speaks  of  the 
he-goat  as  'goat-bucke*  (B  xviij,  c  89) ;  but  in  his  index  gives 
'of  the  goat  bucke*  c  loi,  where  he  treats  of  the  hircocervus 
or  tragelephus,  but  never  calls  it  goat-bucke,  contrariwise  in 
explaining  tragelephus  calls  tragos  a  goat-bucke.  From  p.  1 19 
(st  I,  L  i)  it  is  quite  clear  that  Chester  intended  the  he-goat ; 
L  5,  "  Camdeoapard"-~%,  fabulous  ^Ethiopian  beast,  not  the 
animal  now  so  named ;  1.  6,  "Deare"^  deer;  st  3,  11.  3-4— 
a  common  and  classical  belief  (^.j:,  yttvenal,  xii,  3,  4)— he 
knowing  himself  to  be  hunted  for  them  as  being  greatly 
esteemed  in  various  diseases.  It  was  similarly  said  of  the 
'  hunted  *  elephant  that  he  clashed  and  broke  his  tusks,  knowing 
that  was  why  he  was  hunted  (Batman,  xviij,  44) ;  Richard 
Bamfield  (Poems,  p.  28,  st  xliii — my  edition  for  the  Rox- 
burghe  Club),  and  Hump.  Gifford  {Posie  (1580) — my  edition) 
have  the  same  myth ;  IL  5-6,  **Stellio,  Cameliont  VnicomeJ** 
Either  Chester  has  borrowed  from  Batman  (or  Bartholomew 
Glantville  from  whom  he  translated)  or  both  have  taken  from 
a  common  source.  Batman  mentions  under  '  camelion '  the 
•  stellio,  a  lizard  *  said  by  some  to  be  one  with  the  '  camelion.' 
Philemon  Holland's  Pliny,  calls  it  the  star-lizard  stellion,  and 
Holyoke's  Rider,  gives  '  stellio '  a  beast  like  a  lizzard  having 
spots  on  his  neck,  like  stars.  "Vnicome"  &c.  Sir  Thomas 
Browne,  j.v.,  will  interest  and  amuse  with  his  quaint  lore  and 
as  quaint  credulity  and  incredulity  (Works  by  Wilkin,  4  vols., 
8vo.,  1835.)  The  old  Preachers  abound  in  illustrations  fetched 
from  the  'unicorn*  whereby  to  exalt  our  Lord ;  st  4,  **BeareJ^* 
See  Batman,  B.  xviii,  c  1 12,  where  he  quotes  Avicenna  for  this. 
The  virtue  of  bear's  grease  dates  from  Batman's  days  (1582)  at 
least 
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Page  117,  Latin  line  —  from  Isidore;  lib,  xii,  cap,  ii,  but  'Sic' for  *Hic,'  and 
•cum*  for  'quern';  st  i,  "^ar/"=boar;  L  2,  "  Tujhes''^ 
tusks — still  in  use  for  the  tusks  of  boar  and  elephant,  and  in 
the  nurseiy  for  infant's  teeth — see  also  p.  Ii8,  st  3,  L  i ;  L  5, 
*'Marioram  and  Or^nu"=mtajonm  and  penny-royal  —  see 
Ellacombe,  as  before;  st  2,  *^ Bugle^^ — see  p.  116,  st  i,  1.  3, 
and  relative  note;  1.  6,  "My"— «^  =  they ;  st  3,  '' Camell** 
st  3-4.  No  one  who  has  travelled  on  camel-back  across  a 
desert  vrill  refuse  praise  to  the  camel's  long  patience  and  liquid 
ever-onwaid-looking  eye.  Times  over  I  have  seen  the  camel  go 
without  water  for  more  than  the  'four  days'  here  named. 
He  has  &ults  of  temper  and  otherwise,  and  it  is  a  kind  of 
martyrdom  to  use  him  at  all  for  one's  self;  yet  with  every 
deduction  he  is  an  admirable  and  extraordinary  creature ; 
st  5,  1.  I,  ** Dragon^*  &c.  The  mythical  'dragon'  was 
supposed  to  love  the  elephant's  blood  (Batman);  (p.  118) 
IL  5-6 — the  slayer  is  timely  slain,  says  Batman. 

,,  118^  St.  I,  L  I,  ** bunch-backi^^ — hunch-backed,  or  with  protuberance; 
st  2,  **Dogge^  —  Baroness  Coutts  has  raised  a  monument 
(combining  a  'fountam')  to  a  little  Scotch  terrier  that  broke  its 
heart  over  its  dead  master,  scraping  its  way  down  to  the  cofiBn- 
lid  and  there  dying.  It  is  one  of  the  sights  of  Edinburgh ;  st 
3,  L  6,  ''fau'dhU  Hfe**=  his  life  saVd ;  st  4,  L  i,  "/«ii^"= 
skilled,  knowing. 

„  119,  st  I,  L  I,  "  Gote-hucke'^  =  he-goat,  as  before ;  st  2,  L  i,  ** quiche'* 
=  lively;  L  3,  "i»rwA>«w/''=  instantly;  1.  6,  **fykind'*^ 
of  his  nature;  L4,  **Uganus" — rather  Ligurius.  See  Batman, 
as  before,  B  xvi,  60  and  B  xviii,  c  69,  and  PHny  Lyncurium  viii, 
38.     Cf.  p.  III. 

„  120^  st  4,  L  I,  *' Onocentaur.**  See  relative  note,  p.  116,  st  i,  L  4; 
st  5,  L  I,  ^'StdlioJ"    See  ib,,  p.  116,  st  3, 11.  5-6. 

„  121,  St.  I,  11.  5~6 — the  'He'  being  Ireland,  as  before;  read  1.  6,  with 
hyphen,  'fwcCie-fmelling';  st  2,  1.  2,  ^*  ntoorijh ploV^ ^  ovat  oi 
the  bogs  for  which  Ireland  was  and  is  celebrated,  and  in  which 
still,  spite  of  St  Patrick,  fn^  if  not  serpents  are  found.  Be 
it  noted  this  held  only  of  "a  little  comer"  (L  i);  L  6, 
^'poi/onotis  ayre"==  two  disyllables;  st  3,  1.  2,  "/^inatrix." 
See  page  123,  st.  3 ;  1.  3,  id,,  *'j4Jj^.**    See  page  122,  st  i. 

„  122,  st  I,  L  3,  "»wr^"=  ne'er;  st  2,  "TM'sis,"Sic,  Chester  would 
later  read  his  friend  Shakespeare's  great  celebration  of  it ; 
st  3,  **Liaard**=  anything  prettier  or  more  amusing  than  the 
swift-darting  lizards  of  the  desert  (of  Sinai)  can  scarcely  be 
imagined.  Their  agility  is  very  remarkable.  Closely  examined 
their  jewel-like  colouring  is  exquisite.  In  the  loneliness  of 
some  of  the  Wadys  it  was  a  kind  of  living  companionship 
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to  have  these  interesting  little  creatures  beside  one.  Some  were 
very  very  large  and  hideous — as  laige  as  a  good-sized  kitten ; 
St  4,  L  I,  *^  Ant  or  Emote  is  a  lahouring  ihing,*^  Sir  John 
Lubbock  imagines  that  he  has  disproved  the  '  wisdom '  of  the 
'  ant '  by  his  sets  of  experiments  and  by  observations.  A  greater 
delusion  I  can  scarcely  conceive.  Why,  the  very  dis-regard  of 
the  '  ants '  for  the  near  roads  provided  and  the  humanly-con- 
trived plans  for  ingress  and  egress,  and  removal  of  difficulties, 
goes  to  confirm  the  little  creature's  quick  '  wisdom.  *  If  it  could 
speak,  it  might  retort  on  the  great-eyed  human  monster  stooping 
over  and  '  planning  *  for  it,  and  say, '  I  will  take  my  own  way-^* 
I  will  manage  for  myself —  I  don't  know  what  of  evil  may  be 
under  all  these  nice  arrangements.*  Personally  I  have  made 
scores  of  observations  on  the  '  ant '  both  at  home  and  in  foreign 
countries,  especially  in  the  East ;  and  all  confirm  its  '  wisdom  *-^ 
as  in  the  text ;  1. 2,  ^* publike  weale^**  i>.,  commonweath ;  st  5, 
1.5  (p.  123)  ''jM/i//"=:living  a  common  ordered  and  subordinate 
life,  like  ants  and  men. 
Page  X23,  St  4, 1.  5,  **  cold  of fome  the  flattering  worme'**  Batman  (B  xviij,  c. 
98)  says,  "Tliis  maner  fcorpion  commeth  of  Scorte  that  is 
fweet,  and  oi  pogo^  is,  that  is  to  feine ;  for  before  [stinging]  he 
feineth  pleafaunce." 

„  124,  st  2,  L  4,  "  Oiiues  "=  ol-i-ues — a  trisyllable  to  rhyme  with  •  trees  *— 
note  '  some  *  verb  singular  (11.  2-4),  and  in  L  7  with  verb  plural; 
St  4,  L  X,  "  Caddes"  =  cadesse,  f.^.,  jackdaw  (Wright,  j.v.)— 
from  its  place  among  birds  caimot  be  the  caddes,  or  caddis,  or 
cadworme  (Ash,  Kersey,  and  Bailey);  st.  5,  L  3,  put  hyphen 
thus,  "dig-necJii'd"}  I  $  (p.  125)  ^'Grijffbn'*  =  mythical  bird ; 
L  6,  *'Puttocke''  =  greale,  ue.,  kite. 

„  125,  St.  X,  L  4,  '^Herein** —  "Hircania  is  a  province  in  Afia  ....  it  is 
iharpe  of  woodes  ....  There  breedeth  birdes  that  are  called 
Hircanie;  their  feathers  shine  by  night,  and  such  birdes  are 
founde  in  Germany,  as  Isidore  sayeth  "  (Batman,  B  xv,  c.  74). 
I  presume  =  the  Hercinian  forest,  Germany ;  ib,,  put  hyphen, 
*'/wift^mnged'' I  L  5,  '* Caiadrius.''  See  next  stanza— Bat- 
man (B  xii,  c  22)  speaks  of  Kaladrius  in  the  same  terms,  and 
says  it  '*  hath  no  parte  of  blacknefle."  If  the  man  is  to  die  he 
turns  his  &ce  from  him.  His  only  authority  is  "  as  the  Philo- 
sopher faith";  st  2,  1.  2,  ^^ pro/peritie** — qu.  propertie  or 
propensitie?  line  is  unscannable;  st  3,  "Crane** — curious 
old-fashioned  lore,  found  everywhere. 

„  126,  st  I,  1.  I,  "  TAe  Winters  enuious  blaft  flu  neuer  taftetK,''  Michael 
Bruce  in  that  Ode  to  the  Cuckoo,  which  John  Logan  so 
treacherously  sought  to  rob  him  of,  has  very  daintily  put  this  .*— 

"  Sweet  bird  I  thy  bow'r  is  ever  green, 
Thy  sky  is  ever  clear ; 
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Thott  hast  no  sorrow  in  thy  song^ 
No  winter  in  thy  year." 

(my  edition,  p.  124,  1865). 

L  4,  "  for  to"— so  also  st  5, 1.  3— rare  in  Shakespeare. 
Pageia6,  st  2,  L  3,  " Cf^"  =  ill-fete  or  luck 5   st  4,  L  4,  "r««JK"  = 

ranne,  r,g, 
„    127,   St.    I,   L    I,    ''C^rr^"— fabnloos  bird,   as  before;  st  2,  L  2, 

**HircinU^ — see  on  p.  125,  st  I,  L  4. 
„    128,  st  I,  L  I,  "  Memnodides  "—the  originars  misprint  for  '  Memnonides' ; 

st  2,  1.  3,  ^'Hunts-vp:^    Mr.  J.  Payne  Collier  has  printed  a 

canons  song,  from  which  it  appears  that '  hunts  vp '  was  known 

as  early  as  28  Henry  VIIL    C£  Baxnfield  in  his  *'  Affectionate 

Shepheard"  : 

"And  euery  Mome  by  dawning  of  the  day. 
When  Photbtis  riseth  with  a  blushing  dace, 
Siluanus  Chappel-Clarks  shall  chaunt  a  Lay, 
And  play  thee  hunts-np  in  thy  resting. place.*' 

(My  edition  of  his  complete  Poems  for  the 
Roxborghe  Club,  p.  12,  st  six.) 

L  3»  "  doth  delight  her^  ue.^  his  mate — for  it  is  the  male  which 
alone  sings.  This  Chester  knew  and  so  likens  the  male-bird  to 
a  'Bridegroome'  (1.  5);  IL  5-6 — unskilful  verse;  but  the 
meaning  is  that  Greeks  and  Romans  trained  the  '  nightingale ' ; 
st  4,  L  2,  '*SUfichorus'^=  the  Greek  poet  of  Himera  in  Sicily. 
For  the  fable  see  Christod.  Ecphr.  ap.  Jacobs,  Anth.  Grac,  i, 
p.  42  :  Pliny,  H.  N.,  x,  29 ;  IL  5-6,  the  well-known  l^end  ; 
st  5,  L  I,  ^^daftard  OwU^^ — much  too  strong  a  word  for  this 
timid  but  not  at  all '  cowardly '  bird. 

„  129.  Latin  couplet— from  Ovid,  Met  v,  549,  55a  L  7,  "/'*g$V*"— 
because  he  '  sleeps '  all  day,  possibly ;  st  2,  L  i,  "  i//  bedoom* 
ing*^=  ill-bedooming,  i,e.^  adjudging  or  pre-judging  ill  or  evil; 
C£  3  Henry  F/,  v,  6,  "cried,  abodii^  luckless  time";  st  3, 
L  5,  "  They  hone  bene  kncwu  to  gate  great  Emperors  wine**^" 
some  now  forgotten  anecdote  of  trained  parrots ;  st  4,  IL  5- 
6.  The  old  Puritans  are  never  weary  of  pointing  'a  moral' 
from  the  'base  blacke  Feete '  of  the  peacock,  swan,  &c.,  &c., 
in  contrast  with  their  plumage ;  and  so  too  the  elder  Poets ; 
st  5  (p.  130),  L  4,  "  /if  Indie /pies  a  Peacocked'  &c.,  one  of  the 
many  myths  about  this  bird. 

„  130,  st  I,  "  The  Pdlican  "^  thismyth  is  met  with  in  all  the  Fathers,  &c. 
The  pressure  of  the  huge  bill  on  its  crop  or  pouch  wherein  is 
store  of  food,  doubtless  originated  it  This  mention  of  the 
'  Pellican'  calls  for  special  note  of  the  curious  and  remarkable 
turn  given  to  the  &ble,  in  that  the  '  Turtle  dove '  dies  first,  and 
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then  the  Phoenix.  Also,  be  it  obserred,  that  the  '  Turtle  dove ' 
—  "chearfiilly  did  die,"  &c,  while  the  Phoenix  "with  a  pale 
heavy  countenance  grieved  for  to  see  him  first  possesse  the 
place.**  Only  as  of  Essex  and  Elizabeth  is  this  appropriate  or 
explicable.  I  take  the  opportunity  here  to  supplement  pre- 
ceding notes  on  the  same  lines  as  all  this.  '  Applied  *  (p.  9) 
appears  to  mean  that  'The  Complaint  of  Rosalin  *  is  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Dame  Nature ;  for  Dame  Nature's  Complaint  is  a 
complaint  in  behalf  of  Rosalin  or  the  Phoenix,  or  in  other  words 
Rosalinds  own  'Complaint.'  Again,  at  p.  21,  the  explanation 
is  that  like  Raleigh  he  had  spoken  before  of  Elizabeth  as  '  the 
silver-coloured  dove '  as  he  calls  her  in  st.  4  (and  in  5,  6,  7). 
But  as  he  is  now  speaking  of  her  as  the  '  Phoenix '  in  his 
'  Love's  Martjrr,*  he  applies  it  (really  to  the  same  person)  to 
her  as  to  the  '  Phoenix '.  This  is  surely  reduplicated  proof  that 
the  'silver-coloured  Dove'  (=  sacred,  holy)  and  the  *Phcenix* 
are  one,  and  that  both  are  Elizabeth.  Note  finally  here,  that 
in  the  *  Prayer '  she  is  *  the  *  and  '  thy '  silver-coloured  dove, 
but  in  the  title  'a,'  because  he  would  avoid  the  very  obvious 
absurdity  that  she  was  both  the  silver-coloured  dove  and  the 
phoenix.  She  could  be  the  *  Phoenix*  and  'a'  silver-coloured 
dove,  1.^.,  the  'Phoenix'  with  the  properties  of  such  a  dove, 
though  not  the  bird  the  dove  itself ;  st.  2,  '*  vn/atiate Sparrow,^* 
Dean  Donne  has  quaintly  celebrated  the  '  vnfatiate '  amorous- 
ness of  this  bird  in  his  Metempsychosis ;  1.  4,  "  animaduertion  ** 
=  perception.  In  this  sense  Glanville  also  uses  it,  and,  spite 
of  the  Dictionary-makers,  it  is  correct;  11  5-6,  *^ A  flight  of 
SparroweSi'* — the  old  myth  and  superstition;  st  3,  1.  I,  read 
rather,  '  The artificiall-nest-composing ' ;  L  6,  ^* His^*  —  caught 
doubtless  from  previous  line,  should  be  'He';  ib,,  ^^  Calce- 
donies^^ — is  this  a  mistake  of  a  gem  for  a  flower  ('herb')? 
st  4,  L  I,  "  Cecinna  "  =  Caecina ;  ib.,  "  Volateran  "=  Csecina 
of  Volaterrse  —  Etruscan  remains  still  extant  preserve  this  once 
great  family-name.  Qu. —  Has  Chester  confounded  Caecina 
and  L.  Cinna?  1.  3,  *^  Sent  letters^^^  &c.  Carrier-pigeons 
have  been  long  so  used  and  still  are  (e.g.9  in  the  recent  Germano- 
Franco  war),  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  '  swallow '  ever  has  been 
similarly  trained). 
Page  131,  st  1, 1.  I,  '^foueete  recording*'^—  sweete-recording,  i,e,  sweet-singing. 
Cf.  Two  Gent,  of  Ver.^  act  v,  sc.  3.  One  is  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  everywhere-found  notion  of  the  swan's  '  sing- 
ing,* especially  on  the  approach  of  death.  As  for  the  'footed 
verse,'  1.  3,  it  is  of  course  mere  credulity.  Latin  couplet — fh)m 
Isidore,  Hisp.  Episcop.  Origines,  lib.  xii,  cap.  vii,  in  Gotho- 
fredi  Auctores  Linguae  Latinac  1622,  who  quotes  it  from  an  old 
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Poet  CEmilius.  Chester  inadvertently  prints  *  Hoc  *  for  *  Hanc* 
and  'undis'  for  'undas.'  St.  2,  L  5,  "m(7ze;/'*=  moult ;  1.  6, 
put  hyphen,  *^ hart-pining'' ;  st.  3,  I  I,  "M^  careftUl  [  =  full- 
of-care]  bird  the  Turtle  Doue"  be  it  noted,  is  designated  by 
'  Phoenix*  in  preceding  stanza  ** drooping foule,''  and  again  in 
St.  4,  1.  5, ;  11.  3-4,  ^'' And  thus  he  wanders  feeking  of  his  loue,'' 
This  gees  right  to  the  mark  for  Essex. 
Page  132,  st  I,  I.  I,  ** lookes  me  in  the fa£e.'*  Another  touch  in  Elizabeth  for 
Essex ;  1.  4,  **gate"=  gait ;  I.  4,  ^* he  eyes  vs  more  and  more*' 
—  as  in  L  I ;  1.  5,  **0  Jhall  I  welcome  him."  The  oft-put 
question  of  the  woman  against  the  queen  and  of  the  queen 
against  the  woman  in  Essex's  case.  The  context  has  no  sense 
unless  you  bring  to  it  the  story  of  Elizabeth's  love-passion  — 
the  passion,  if  not  the  love  in  its  deepest  and  tenderest  sense — 
for  Essex,  from  her  first  sight  of  him  in  his  young  bloom  on- 
ward; St.  3,  L  4,  **i««^  ^m'</''  =  halfe-pin'd;  st.  4  — The 
placing  of  '  Turtle '  in  the  margin  seems  at  first  a  mistake ;  but 
the  ' Turtle'  is  addressing  itself  (i>.,  himselO  in  gazing  on  the 
*eye-dazling  Sunne'  of  the  'Phoenix's'  'excelling  beauty,' 
This  was  the  mode^  to  the  last,  of  speaking  of  and  to  Elizabeth. 
See  our  Introduction  for  quotation  from  Coke.  With  all  her 
brain-force,  Elizabeth  had  not  courage  to  refiise  the  idle 
flattery  of  her  'beauty,*  or  to  recognise  that  she  really  was 
growing  old  and  haggard.  I  know  not  that  the  following 
Tery  striking  bit  in  Nichols  Progresses  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  from 
an  Harleian  MS,  (contemporary)  6207,  has  been  noticed  — 
"Afterward,  in  the  melancholy  of  her  sickness,  she  desired  to 
see  a  true  looking  glass,  which  in  twenty  years  she  had  not  sene, 
but  of  such  a  one  as  was  made  of  purpose  to  deceiue  her  sight : 
which  glasse  being  brought  her,  she  fell  presently  into  exclaym- 
ing  against  [those]  which  had  so  much  commended  her ;  and 
took  it  so  offensively,  that  some  which  before  had  flattered  her, 
dourst  not  come  into  her  sight "  (vol  ii,  pp.  25-30 —  end  of  the 
volume).  Surely  anything  more  tragical  than  the  italicized 
words  is  inconceivable ;  L  5,  "fwr«/y"=  rarity.  Cfl  former 
note  on  this ;  L  6,  '*For  wit^"  &c,  the  bird  is  forgotten  and 
the  queen-woman  remembered. 
»*  I33»  st  1, 1.  I,  "  TUr,**  seems  wrongly  placed  here,  behig  intended  for 
the  left  margin  in  the  words  '  Haile  map  of  forrow '  (see  p.  124, 
St.  I,  IL  5-6) ;  whilst  '  Phoenix '  in  the  right  margin  b^ns 
'Welcome,'  &c.  st  2,  L  4,  ^* prefumptions  foule  offence," 
Essex,  on  his  departure  for  Portugal  and  elsewhere  later,  was 
again  and  again  brought  to  his  knees  for  his  '  presumption '  and 
kindred  impulsive  faults,  as  fiicts  and  letters  superabundantly 
prove;    See  Dcvereux'  Lives ^  &c.    Meanwhile  it  is  all -important 
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to  note  that  the  *  wooiiig '  is  dated  bjr  circimtstaiices  in  Essex's 
early  time — not  later  when  he  had  married  and  when  Elizabeth 
wasold;  sL  3,  L  I,  "7Wrt5fe"  =  mate;  L  2,  "^«riwMi/"  = 
her  loss ;  L  5.  ^^Uufotde  tkafs  fled;"  &c  How  natund  all 
this  was  in  the  month  of  Ysscl  on  the  death  of  his  noble  young 
brother  who  fell  so  miserably  at  Rouen.  See  Derereuz,  as 
before,  st  4,  L  J,  ">^  ik^,"  as  before,  common  contempo- 
raneoosly,  rare  in  Shakespeare:  see  p.  132,  L  4:  p.  133, 
L  12  ;  St  4,  L  4,  ''aduance**  =  lift  up  'oar  fiery  altar.'  So 
Shakespeare,  "the  fringed  curtains  of  thine  eye  advance" 
{Tempest,  act  i,  sc.  2) ;  L  6,  " Solamen/*  &c  The  origin  of 
this  has  long  been  sought  for  in  vain.  It  is  in  most  collections 
of  Common-places ;  and  was  enquired  about  in  Notes  and 
Queries^  iv,  x,  but  not  traced  back  to  its  source ;  st  5,  Elizabeth 
actoaliy  thus  comforted  Essex  for  his  brother  when  he  '  came 
over'  at  the  queen's  imperious  summons.  See  Dererenx,  as 
before. 
Pi^  134*  St.  2,  punctuate  1.  4  with  semi-odon  or  period  after  'labour/  and 
again,  period  after  '  paine';  but  except  in  misleading  cases  I 
shall  not  note  the  singular  punctuation  of  the  original.  My  part 
is  to  reproduce  it.  St  3,  punctuate  period  or  semi-colon  after 
'leave'  (L  i);  L  6,  ">«/''=  foolish,  9& frequenter. 

„  135,  St  I,  L  4»  "€mpermn^'*—rerh-(oTm,  as  before;  st  3,  L  I,  «>«a^ 
mft  be  no  m4nr** — a  double  negatiye  for  emphasis;  st  3, 
Elizabeth's  autograph  letters  fully  warrant  more  than  this; 
st  4,  L  2,  **  thy  feniant^ — Essex's  constant  asseveration  in  his 
letters  to  Elizabeth ;  st  5,  Historically,  it  is  a  common-place 
that  Elizabeth  exercised  a  mother's  watchfulness  over  Essex. 

„  136,  st  I,  L  4,  ^^fpright  incarnate'*^  Impurity  (as  in  preceding  stanza); 
L  5,  '*wAi^At"=  white;  st  2,  L  6,  put  hyphen,  *  earth-parching.' 
st  3,  L  I,  *'</«ww"=  sentence  or  judgment;  L  5,  'lieortce^^ 
the  sugar-cane  perchance  meant ;  L  6,  "Sweete  Juniper^ — not 
the  happiest  adjective  applied  to  'luniper';  iS,,  *ykaw"=^shew; 
St.  4,  L  3,  *' nomiftate"  =  name,  as  before;  1.  4,  "mo^"  = 
wit  or  know. 

»>  I37i  st  3,  L  4,  "/tf«/^"=  living;  st  4,  1.  4.  "Afw/K"— should  be 
'secretly.' 

„  138,  st  4,  L  2,  "Z^uA?  »w««"— see  'To  the  Reader.'  This  reminds  me 
to  note  on  L  4  of  'To  the  Reader '  that  Lucan  was  probably 
in  Chester's  mind  on  '  Caesars  victories.' 

„  139,  st  I,  L  4,  put  hyphen,  "/aire-ftu'd" ;  st  3,  1.  6,  'Uruefloryr  On 
all  this  symbolism  veiling  a  real  martyrdom,  and  so  fidfilling 
the  title,  Levis  Martyr — see  our  Introduction.  Pdlicani 
L  5,  "//2?"— note  a  man  throughout 

„    140,  L  6  (from  bottom),  put  hyphen,  ^* loue-wandring.'* 
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Page  141,  L  7,  *'f<md^^=^  foolish;  IL  15-16,  &c,  ue.,  suggesting  how  Elizabeth 
sacrificed  her  '  true  desire '  to  State-craft  or  expediency. 
Conclufion,  1.  i,  put  hyphen,  *^ true-meaning'"  \  L  9,  *^paine^^=s 
painstaking. 
„  142,  CofUoes  Alphabet-wife^  6»r.,  L  2,  the  second  'will*  no  doubt  a 
printer's  mistake ;  1.  4,  put  comma  after  'fauvour* ;  L  6,  put 
hyphen,  ''lame-U^d^^ ;  IL  9-18.  See  Introduction  on  these 
suggestive  lines.  James  I.  is  evidently  intended.  He  was  the 
friend  of  all  Essex's  friends. 

%*  In  the  'Cantoes  Alphabet-wife'  that  follow,  we  must 
not  look  for  ordinary  construction  or  much  sense; 
The  self-imposed  fetters  hinder  both. 

„  143,  St  I,  L  7,  '* dares  notgiue  to  any.**  There  lay  the  secret  It  recurs 
and  recurs.  In  1.  6,  '  Blotted  by  things  vnfeene '  =  secretly 
spoken  of  by  some  of  no  fame.  Most  clearly  Elizabeth  here 
again.  St  2,  L  I,  "C>^/««<^"=  virginity ;  f^.,  "the  bed  oj 
Glorie^^  thoughts  of  the  'Queen'  marrying  a  subject ;  st  4, 
1.  I,  **Enui€  is  banilht"  See  Introduction  on  the  'Enuie' 
that  beset  Essex  as  recognized  by  other  poets  as  well  as  Chester; 
L4,  "i:*iV"=  thing  is. 

„  144,  St  I,  1.  3 — verb  singular  to  plural  nominative;  L  7,  **Fetcht 
from  the  ancient  records  of  a  QueeneJ"  Query — marrying  a 
subject?  St  2,  1.  5,  **map  of  beauty**—  CL  p.  77,  st  4,  L  2, 
and  relative  note ;  st  4,  reflection  of  Elizabeth's  would  and 
would  not 

„  145,  st  I,  1.  3,  read  'greene-spred';  L  5,  *'when**=  whence;  1.  7, 
"</iw*r"=  dortour,  i,e.,  sleeping-place  —  here  bed-room  — 
audacious  enough  certes;  but  Essex  knew  to  whom  he  was 
speaking,  and  Chester  knew  both.  St  2,  1.  i,  "Aduotrix**^ 
advocate  (feminine);  st  3,  L  l,  **nice  Chayiity**=^yvrgin\tj,  as 
before;  1.  5,  **time  is  ouer  fpent** — a  perilous  reminder  to 
Elizabeth;  L  6,  "a  kisui  of  feare^ — admirable  selection  of 
words,  revealing  yet  concealing;  st.  4,  1.  i,  put  hyphen, 
*'frefh-bioom*d**  I  L  2,  "^e/2f"— fitting  symbol  of  England's 
Queen  ( '  Rosalin ' )  in  this  fiunt  anticipation  of  Herrick's 
delicious  '  Gather  the  rosebuds  while  ye  may.' 

„  146,  st  I,  L  7,  read,  'all-disgrace';  st  3, 1.  3,  "Quit**^  requite  or  quite; 
st  4,  L  2,  ^*Ract**^  racked  or  rakt 

„  147,  st  2,  L  2,  "iwwaifj^"— not  a  mere  'Phoenix'  bird;  1.  7,  put 
hyphen,  ^^new'fram*d**\  st  4,  L  4  (p.  148),  "wi/(f"=veiL 

,9  148^  st  I,  L  I,  **Xantha**—  Xanthe,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Oceanus ; 
L  3,  'more-milder' — double  comparative;  L  5,  ^*difeafe*^— 
disturb,  make  ill-at-ease;  st  2,  L  4,  ^'feife-will** — again  the 
mark  is  hit    Read  with  hyphens,  'selfe- will-anguish.' 
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Cantoes  Verbally  writUn. 

*«*  The  headings  of  these  stanzas  seem  to  be  posies  out  of 
rings.  Cf.  As  You  Like  It^  act  ili,  sa  2.  Be  it  kept 
in  mind  that  Chester  is  not  speaking  in  his  own  per- 
son, but  is  interpreting  the  'tnith  of  love'  between 
Elizabeth  and  Essex. 

Page  149.' I.  L  4,  "ZV«" — used  as  causal;  L  6,  "««<jtf'*=  woo;  2.  L  5, 
punctuate  *;*  for  comma;  3.  1.  3,  '*f<?«/i»Vf«i!^"=  contained. 

„  150.  4.  St.  2,  L  2,  put  hyphen,  ^*true-/wome^^i  L  6,  *^ Not  in  thyflowring 
youth  '* —  repeat  '  do  not  smother  *  (in  thought),  and  read  [do] 
Not  in  thy  flowring  youth  [smother]  —  else  you  turn  a  compli- 
ment into  a  jeer;  5.  L  i  (motto)  'u/  misprint  for  'n';  L  S, 
*^Knoivne^* —  to  be  read  as  'knowen.* 

„  151.  5.  1.  4,  **fiiljiir^  fill  full  r.g.i  6.  motto,  "ft/^/a/n*?"— verb-form, 
frequentef  in  Chester ;  L  3,  put  hyphen,  *'  Heart-comfortable '' 
— qu.  comfortable?  L  7,  *V«'^'*^"=  surfeit;  7.  st.  2,  L  3, 
*'rarietie"=:  rarity,  as  before. 

„  152.  8.  L  I,  "fr>4^i/'*=  whatever,  and  put  hyphen,  ^'tAunder-Jiormet*'; 
1.  4,  "i/Mir^<23^**=  unchangeable;  L  6,  'dayes,'  disyllabic  un- 
less 'the*  have  been  omitted,  at  [the]  or  [at]  midnight;  9.  1.  6, 
put  hyphen,  ** true-Jworfte,**  as  before;  st  2,  L  5,  **0/ Ao/y 
ioue,  Lou^s  Temple  to  a/pire^  ^  the  Church  and  marriage 
therein;  st.  3,  L  4,  delete  comma  after  'desire.* 

»»  I53«  Motto.  This  third  repetition  of  this  couplet  shews  skilful  fkttery  of 
the  kind  that  most  pleased  Elizabeth;  1 1.  2,  punctuate  ' ;  *  after 
will;  L  7,  "<i5pi«fly«'*==  denials. 

„  154.  Motto,  L  2,  "«w/irwrf**=  over-queenly,  stately  — see  st  2,  L  3; 
L  4,  read  '  happle-bleft  *;  L  9  —  metre  faulty — some  word  left 
out 

„  155.  14.  1.  2,  "</i/^^»^**=  disgracing;  L  4,  "<wr** — misprint  for  'or*; 
15.  1.  I,  "/br**=  through;  1.  5,  punctuate  ';*  after  'pride.* 

„  156.  18.  L  4,  put  hyphen,  '' night-roaking'' \  1.  5,  read  ^' Hart-fore'' \ 
19.  L  I,  "  O  tongue*'  &c.,  viz.,  by  talking  of  her  'bright  brow 
wrincA/ed  with  disdaine* — the  wrinkles,  not  the  'disdaine,'  be- 
ing the  ground  of  offence;  1.  8  — qu.  *  Dear  [I  give]  that  to  thee 
[to  whom]  I  offered  wrong.* 

„  157.  21.  1.  6,  '*tAe*'=  thee;  22.  1.  3,  "aduotrix^—sct  p.  145,  st  2,  L  i; 
23.  IL  5-6 — certainly  at  most  a  comma  for  ';*  in  L  5,  or, 
'hower  I  may,'  &c. 

„  158.  25.  1.  2,  "yi:{^-2OT//"=  self-will  or  foolishnesse  sprung  of  self-will — 
a  constant  word  between  Elizabeth  and  Essex  in  their  Letters ; 
26.  L  3,  put  hyphen,  ** harueft-labores"  \  1.  4,  put  ';'  after 
'feene,'  and  delete  comma  in  next  line;  1.  6,  **  Should  I  he 
welcome  ere  thy  beauiie  fade** — another  perilous  reminder,  but 
just  the  bold  kind  of  speech  fitting  from  Essex  to  Elizabeth — as 
>vitness  their  letters.     See  Devereux,  as  before. 
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Page  159.  27.  Motto,  and  L  8,  "A^ar"=near;  28.  L  5,  "Ctfii/5r"=  [Thou 
are]  cause,  and  ';*  for  comma  and  comma  after  'best,*  L  6; 
29.  St  2,  L  I,  "^^^ww"— qiL  'Affection*— cf.  L  2,  'her*; 
L  3,  '*foi4U  bandage''^  slavery  of  'selfe-will.* 

„  i6a  29.  L  I  —put  (.)  after  'courtefie*— required  by  change  of  person  in 
next  line  (*Thou*);  31.  L  6,  put  hyphen,  "dwelling-place,'* 

„  161.  32.  L  6,  *'J\^7toa//*'=oftcars;  L  7,  "Myduiieyeiremembred'''^ 
Essex's  erer-recurring  phrase  in  letters  to  Elizabeth ;  34.  This 
should  have  been  numbered  '  33  *  in  order,  it  will  be  noticed. 
From  this  the  numbering  ceases  without  explanation.  L  3, 
**Not  one**  =  ^0  one;  1.  4,  punctuate  *;*  after  cruelty; 
Thoughts^  &c,  L  2,  " Joining**  =^  fanning  — but  with  a  double 
sense;  1.  3  (p.  162),  *'fond**^  foolish,  as  before;  L  4,  "Jurther** 
=■  cast  farther  or  ofL 

„  162,  St  I,  L  4,  *'Sel/e<vill**—the  thing  in  Elizabeth  that  needed  over- 
coming; IL  6-7  suggestive  of  Essex's  condousness  of  his  royal 
Mistress's  favour  (to  say  the  least);  L  6,  "iferj"— qu.  'tel*? 
st  3 — the  very  things  wherein  Elizabeth  was  pre-eminently 
praised,  and  the  very  strain  followed  by  all  who  essayed  to  re- 
count her  virtues  and  greatness. 

„  163,  L  I,  " curelefe /mart** — so  Shakespeare,  'cureless  ruin'  {Merchant 
of  Venice,  act  iv,  sc.  I);  st  I — a  reflection  again  of  Elizabeth's 
capricious  &vour  and  as  capridoos  angers  and  withdrawals; 
st  2, 1.  3,  " nominate **=:  name,  as  before,  qu. — punctuate  ';'? 
st  3,  I.  2,  put  hyphen,  ^^Jkarpe-conceited**;  id,,  "nere**=  e'er 
—double  negative  otherwise;  L  4,  " ignoble** — courage  of  the 
author:  specially  note  **imperiallcroivne** — again  no  sense  unless 
to  Elizabeth  or  of  Elizabeth  ;  st.  4,  Motto.  Essex's  letters  to 
Elizabeth  are  full  of  the  word  and  thing  'friendship.'  See 
Devereux,  as  before.     L  2,  "£bone**=^  ebony  or  black? 

„  164,  L  2,  "n5pr«/"  =  salute;  st  3,  L  5,  "/"=aye;  L  6,  read  "tnte- 
approued** 

„  165,  st  I,  L  I,  **  Scene  in  all  learned  arts  is  my  hdoued** — true  as  simple 
matter-of-fact  of  Elizabeth,  who  was  of  rare  and  unquestionable 
accomplishments  as  wdl  as  of  natural  intellectual  capacity  after 
the  type  of  her  prodigious  father,  'King  Hal.'  ' Scene '  = 
skilled,*  as  in  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  "  It's  a  schoolmaster  well 
seen  in  music"  (act  i,  sc.  ii) ;  L  4,  '*  Eye  for  eye** — the  first 
'  Eye '  so  spelt  on  account  of  the  maiginal '  eie,'  is  really  the  old 
'I  '=  yea,  i,e,,  she  not  only  moves  the  stony  savage,  but  her 
eye  indeed  tempts  chastity  itself;  IL  5-6 — this  is  a  very  fre- 
quent contemporary  tribute  to  Elizabeth.  I  have  been  surprized 
at  the  imiversality  of  belief  in  her  poetical  gifts ;  and  I  have  a 
suspidon  that  much  of  her  verse  has  perished ;  st.  2,  L  i, 
"y2r>Ev"— used  as  sometimes  in  that  age  without  an  objective 
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=  try  to  find  and  docs  not — query  semicolon  (;)  after  'seeke  * 
and  colon  (:)  after  'thee ' ;  st.  3,  L  4,  **amaung  "=  confused 
wonderment,  as  elsewhere;  i^,,  punctuate  comma  (,)  after 
*not'  and  nothing  after  'amazing,'  or  at  most  a  comma  (,) ; 

I.  5,  "  7J?" — infinitive  form  used  as  in  that  age.  We  should 
write  '  Do  or  [continue]  to ' ;  st  4,  motto — reflection  of  Essex's 
suspense  and  mingled  hope  and  despair,  expectation  and  wea- 
riness, as  expressed  in  his  poems  and  letters  to  Elizabeth  ; 

II.  5-6 — In  tills  rather  oddly-constructed  sentence,  the  subject 
to  'In  all  things  gracious'  is  his  unnamed  Mistress,  i>.,  Eliza- 
beth. For  throughout  these  'Cantoes,'  as  in  Lozf^s  Martyr ^ 
Chester  is  interpreting  Ms  conception — ^based  on  close  personal 
knowledge — of  the  'feeling*  between  Elizabeth  and  Essex. 
All  the  known  facts  make  it  simply  impossible  that  he  could 
have  been  speaking  for  himself.  Besides,  in  "  The  author's  re- 
quest to  the  Phoenix  "  he  avows  his  purpose.  There  his  plead- 
ing is  — 

"  Accept  MY  home-writ  praifes  of  THY  LOUE 
And  kind  acceptance  of  thy  turtle-doue  (p.  5). 

1.  5,  "gracious  " — he  means  [thou  art]  gracious. 
Page  166,  st  1, 1.  2,  " fairejl  faire^^-^  not  objective  after  'maintained,'  but  a 
O  fairest  faire;  L  5,  "  TurUe-Doue''  =  male^  of  hhnself  /*/ 
Turtle  Doue.  See  note  on  st  i,  IL  5-6,  supra ;  st  2,  L  i, 
"  Great  Miftris  "  —  clearly  applicable  (and  in  those  times  most 
especially)  to  Elizabeth,  and  to  no  subject ;  st  3,  L  4,  "Laue" 

—  being  emphatic  is  counted  as  one  foot,  '  Loue  |  that  eaf  |  eth 
minds  |  oppreft  |  with  neede  |  ;  L  6  =  only  to  be  relieved  by 
thee  that  [always]  yeeld'st  relief.  Again  words  only  at  that 
time  to  be  applied  to  Elizabeth ;   st  4,  1.  5,  *'yea/o  they  fay  " 

—  is  supposed  to  be  her  answer,  and  therefore  her  "  cnvne  con- 
feffion " ;  st  5,  L  2,  "for  to'* —2S  before.  See  also  p.  168, 
st  4,  I.  2 ;  1.  4  (p.  167)  —  Of  whom  in  the  Court  of  Elizabeth 
could  this  be  said  but  of  Elizabeth?  IL  5-6 — not  intelligible 
to  me ;  but  qu. — faith-denjdng? 

„  167,  st  I,  1.  4,  "thee  mofi  admirabW^  O  most  admirable  [one] ;  st  2, 
L  3,  "  Mefometimes,**  &c.  —  this  line  is  made  rather  mysterious 
by  the  necessity  of  finding  a  rhyme  to  "afraid"^  yet  sometimes 
terrifying  me  that  I  am  nevertheless  given  up  to  him,  'unless^* 
&c;  st  3,  1.  I,  " Remorce triumphantly'*  =  (9s  fre- 
quently at  that  time)  pitifiilness,  albeit  here  tacitly  implying 
penitence  for  past  delays  and  cruelty.  So  in  Shakespeare  and 
in  Parry,  quoted  in  our  Introduction,  st  4,  1.  4  (p.  168,  L  i), 
"  not  named"  =3  not  [to  be]  named,  unnameable. 

„    168,  st  2, 1.  I,  *'  Thine  euer  vnremou'd  and  still  kept  word** — most  notice- 
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able  as  between  Elizabeth  and  Essex.  It  seems  to  me  more 
than  ordinarily  remarkable  that  Chester  does  throughout  with 
such  triumphant  audacity  give  expression  to  the  popular  belief 
of  Elizabeth's  real  sentiment  toward  Essex.  The  way  in  which 
he  works  into  his  pleadings  personal  traits  seems  to  me  declarative 
of  dramatic  ability  of  no  mean  type.  I  have  no  idea  that  Eliza- 
beth herself  ever  made  revelation  of  her  'love'  for  Essex  to 
Chester.  One  can  only  guess  whether  Essex  exchanged  con- 
fidence with  him.  But  certes  from  first  to  last  our  Poet  shows  per- 
fect skill  in  his  giving  shape  and  colouring  to  what  was  in  the  air 
concerning  the  *  Phoenix '  and  her  *  Turtle-doue.'  These  *  Can- 
toes,'  with  Posies  for  ground- work  that  perchance  were  known 
in  society  as  circulating  in  the  Court,  equally  with  Lavis  Mar* 
tyr,  bring  Chester  before  us  as  consecrating  all  his  gifts  and 
knowledge  and  sympathy  to  celebrating  this  story,  ^Jhadowing 
the  truth  ofLoue^  between  Elizabeth  and  Essex  when  the  latter 
burst  upon  her  in  her  still  susceptible  and  passionate  mid-age 
in  all  the  brilliance  and  fascination  of  his  young  prime.  I 
would  also  here  notice  what  follows  in  the  title-page  (of  i6oi) 
"  in  the  constant  fate  of  the  Phcmix  and  Tkrtle^'^  le,,  *  £ate  to 
be  constant '  to  each  other.  Chester  evidently  believed  that  the 
Move'  awakened  in  Elizabeth  for  Essex  lived  on  uneradicated 
even  by  his  marriage  and  her  advancing  age.  Save  Sidney's 
and  Stella's  'love '  so  tragically  re-discovered  when  it  was  'too 
late,'  I  know  nothing  more  truly  a  '  Love  martyrdom '  than 
that  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex.  The  great  Queen's  closing  me- 
lancholy and  bursts  of  weeping  with  the  name  of  Essex  on  her 
lips,  and  slow-drawn-out  dying,  reveal  Chester's  prescience  of 
insight 
Page  169,  St  I,  L  I,  ">w»"—qu.— error  for  'for.'  The  latter  yields  sense, 
the  former  scarcely;  1.  6,  **By  th^/aire,**  &c.  — again  only 
applicable  to  Elizabeth  in  her  Court  See  Churchyard's  Poems 
given  in  our  Introduction ;  motto,  L  3,  "/"=  aye ;  st  2,  L  3, 
"he,"  as  in  the  maigin  and  as  required  by  the  sense  should  be 

,,  170,  St  2,  1.  6,  "mountaine  top  of  loia afpires"  =  ambition.  In  the  Song 
(in  italics)  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  2nd  and  4th  lines  of  each 
Stanza  (the  alternate  lines)  are  answers  to  the  question  or  remark 
in  1st  and  3rd.  Inst  I,  L  2,  the  first  'loue'  should  be  'Loue' 
and  have  comma  (,)  after  it 

„  171,  St  2,  I  4,  "/"=  aye  ;  st  3,  L  4,  "tfioaftv"  =alwaies ;  st  4,  L  I, 
read  'foules  Life'  =  his  Mistress ;  L  2,  delete  comma  (,)  after 
"villaine''i  st  4,  L  8  (p.  172,  L  2),  "deare''  delete  comma  (,) 
— it  is  —  'deare*  shall,  or  'deare'  is  the  nominative  to  'shall' 

„    172,  st  1, 1.  4,  read  'wind-oppressing.'    I  may  as  well  note  here  that 
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there  are  so  many  compounded  words  in  Chester  not  marked  by 
hyphen,  that  I  could  only  call  attention  to  the  more  important ; 
others  the  reader  will  fill  in  or  not  at  his  discretion ;  st  2,  L  8^ 
" hy  i»y "— qu.—  "/iy  M^"— true  Bird  as  I  =  true  Bird  as  I 
[am] — see  11.  1-3,  for  these  interpretations ;  st  3, 1.  i,  "  717/ 
that  leant  JUJkUs  cripple,  pale-ftu^d  Death  **^  so  in  Old  FortU' 
natus  '*  There's  a  lean  fellow  beats  all  conquerors.'* 
Page  I73»  L  3,  read  'spring[s],  i>.,  whence  springs  all  these  my  'passions'; 
punctuate  in  L  6,  ;  after  'sonne' ;  **Af0/i  deidne^^  &c.,  1.  6, 
"/"=aye;  1.  8,  put  hyphen,  " neuer-cea/mg,'*  The  want, 
&C.,  1.  2,  '*7vanl" — verb— its  nominative  *  day  and  night/ 

„  174,  st  3,  L  I,  **  my  affe^hn  "  =  [by  the  object  of]  my  affection  ;  st.  3, 
1.  2,  punctuate  ' ;'  after  'disgrace.' 

„  175,  st  2,  L  I,  "  Where  two  harts,**  Ac  — a  final  impassioned  appeal  to 
Elizabeth  to  let '  Loue '  be  '  Soueraigne ' — quite  in  accord  with 
the  style  she  was  addressed  to  the  end,  as  though  she  never 
could  be  other  than  'young,'  and  with  possibilities  or  impossi- 
bilities of  result  at  her  command ;  L  5,  "  dignified**  =  given 
dignity. 

„  177,  Title-page—  The  Latin  motto  is  from  Horace,  Od.  iv,  8^  28.  In  the 
original  is  a  rude  wood-cut  of  an  anchor. 

„  1 79, 1.  6,  *  *  Bromius  " —  one  of  the  varying  names  of  Bacchus ;  1. 9,  "  In^es 
his  cheeke"=  treats  his  cheek  as  one  does  one's  ingle  or  delight, 
or  loved  youth  playfully  pinches  or  strokes  it ;  L  12,  '*/u/knd" 
—  our  present  'subtend';  L  14,  ^* honorable  friend^*  viz..  Sir 
John  SaUsburie,  as  on  title-page ;  1. 15,  "  illuftrate  " —  used  as  = 
illustrious  or  giving  lustre,  and  by  Ben  Jonson  on  p.  182,  last 
st  but  one;  L  19,  **/r^^^"  =  pour  forth.  In  olden  days 
each  did  not  as  now  drink  the  health  from  his  own  glass,  but 
a  large  bowl  being  filled,  it  was  passed  to  each  successively, 
thus  going  the  'round.'  (I.21) 

„  180,  Heading — Sir  lohn  Salisburie.  See  our  Introduction  on  this 
'  worthily  honor'd  Knight ';  L  4,  **exhauft"^  drawn  out ;  L  14, 
*'Jle/j^ft/idle"~9Jisvramg,  These  'Vatum  Chorus'  pieces 
are  in  good  sooth  poor  enough.  They  have  touches  like 
Chapman  at  his  worst 

„  181,  L  5,  ^^ But  one ficke Phabe** — an unmistakeable  allusion  to  Elizabeth 
as  '  sick ' —  such  indeed  as  it  was  impossible  to  apply  to  any 
other  at  the  time;  ibid,,  ^* feuer-JhaJdng Light  **  "The  influ- 
ence of  the  moon  on  disease  was  so  prevalent  an  opinion  that 
this  may  have  meant  =' causing  fever-shaking';  but  it  might 
also  refer  to  the  shaking  glimmering  light  of  the  moon  likened 
to  the  shivering  in  a  fever.  Possibly  both  meanings  were 
intended  to  be  understood  by  the  reader."  So  Dr.  Brinsley 
Nicholson  to  me ;  but  qu.  —  is  not  the  latter  half  of  the  line  an 
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q>-exegesb  of  the  fonner,  ;>.,  '  one  ficke  Phcthe^=*  Light  feuer- 
shaking '  by  its  sickness  the  nation  ?  Men  spoke  even  recently 
of  England  as  in  a  'feverish  state  of  excitement  and  suspense' 
during  the  illness  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Note  likewise  that 
Shakespeare  in  his  *  Phoemx  and  Turtle  *  introduces  the  'feuer' 

—  p.  182,  st  2,  *  Augour  of  the  feuers  end.^  Notice  also  that 
the  'vme*  of  "The  Burning"  (1.  7)  reappears  in  'Threnos,* 
St  3,1.  I,  'Tothis  w:«^'  — see  on  IL  15-16;  1.  6,  *'/Af  Toorld 
one  Phoenix ' —  once  more  who  would  have  then  dared  to  sing  of 
any  save  Elizabeth  as  the '  one  Phoenix '  of '  the  world '  ?  IL  15-16, 

—  these  are  purposely  enigmatical — the  words,  ^*  Her  rare- 
dead  ajhes,  fill  a  rare-liue  vme^  evidently  point  at  the  fact  that 
the  Phoenix  or  Elizabeth  was  really  living,  although  as  '  Love*s 
McLrtyr^^  dead.  The  last  line  is  obscure;  1.  17,  "Jgnoto" — 
This  was  Raleigh's  signature ;  but  it  is  also  contemporaneously 
found  attached  to  pieces  certainly  not  his.  Everything  forbids 
our  regarding  these  Lines  as  by  him. 

Page  182,  St  I,  1.  I,  '*  bird  of  lawdejl  lay"^ — Because  the  'Phoenix'  is  the  bird 
associated  with  the  'Turtle'  in  Levis  Martyr^  and  throughout, 
it  has  been  assumed,  by  apparently  all  the  commentators  on 
Shakespeare,  that  it  is  intended  here.     Surely  this  is  a  gross 
mistake,    inasmuch    as    (i)    It    is    the    '  Phoenix's '    death 
('shadowing'  Elizabeth)  that  the  poem  celebrates;  and  it  were 
absurd  to  imagine  it  could  be  called  on  to  'sing '  its  own  death. 
See  '  Threnos '  and  st  6  of  this  poem.     (2)  Nowhere  —  even 
supposing  the   'Phoenix'  possible  —  is  this  legendary  bird 
represented  as  gifted  with  'song.'    I  think  it  was  left  inten- 
tionally indefinite.     I  would  suggest  the  '  Nightingale ';  others 
may  think  of  another.    L  2,  "  Oif  thefoU  Arabian  tree, "  Malone 
has  excellently  adduced  a  parallel  passage  in  The  Tempest : 
"  Now  I  will  believe 
That  there  are  unicorns;  that  in  Arabia 
There  is  one  tree,  the  phoenix'  throne:  one  phoenix 
At  this  hour  reigning  there  "  (act  iii,  sc  3,  p.  23). 

He  remarks :  "  This  singuUur  coincidence,  likewise,  serves  to 
authenticate  the  present  poem "  (Variorum  Shakespeare,  vol. 
XX,  p.  421,  edition  1821).  By  the  'sole  Arabian  tree'  the 
Palm  is  meant.  In  Greek //i^mur,  and  meaning  both  phoenix 
and  palm-tree  (Dr.  Cobham  Brewer's  Dictionary,  s,v,)  L  3, 
' '  trumpet, "  Steevens  addresses  King  John  ^ 
"  Be  thou  the  trumpet  of  our  wrath 
And  sulUn  presage  of  your  own  decay  "  (i,  i ). 

Variorum  Shakespeare,  as  before;  1.  4,  "ehafte  wings  obey^* 
I  have,  myself,  often  watched  the  lifting  and  tremulous  motion 
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of  the  'singing'  Nightingale's  wings,  and  chaste  was  the 
exquisitely  chosen  word  to  describe  the  nightingale,  in  reminis- 
cence of  the  classical  story;  St  2.  L  I,  **Jhriking  harbinger^ ^ 
shreek  or  scritch-owl  ;  L  2,  '*/r(ft»rrcr**=  fore-runner  — 
scarcely  *  procurer.'    Cf.  Midsumnur  Nights  Dreamx 

"  Now  the  wasted  brands  do  glow, 
While  the  scritch-owl,  scritching  loud; 
Puts  the  wretch  that  lies  in  woe, 
In  remembrance  of  a  shroud  "  (act  y,  sc.  2). 

Steeyens,  as  before;  1.  3,  "-<4«^wr"=  augur,  fore-teller;  ib,^ 
**fevet^s  end''=  death  (by  fever);  L  4,  *' To  this  troupe  come 
thou  not  neere."  Steevens,  as  before,  recalls  another  bit  in  Mid- 
summer  Nights  Dream — "Ye  spotted  snakes,  &c.  ,  .  .  come 
not  near  our  fairy  queen."  St  3,  1.  3  —  punctuate  "feather'd 
King"— "So  in  Gray's  Ode  on  the  Progresses  of  Poetry : 

"  thy  magick  lulls  thefeathet^d  King 

With  rufiSed  plumes  and  flagging  wing  " 

(Steevens,  as  before). 

St  4,  1.  2,  ^*defunctiue  Muficke  raif "  — "That  understands 
funereal  musick.  To  can^  in  Saxon,  signifies  to  know  "  (Malone, 
as  before).  But  query — Is  it  here  used  from  the  Latin  'cano'7 
(Dr.  Brinsley  Nicholson,  to  me.)    St  5,  punctuate  and  read — 

"  And  thou  treble-dated  Crow,^ 
That  thy  fable  gender  roak'fl 
With  the  breath  thou  giu'il  and  tak'ft; 
Mong'ft  our  mourners  (halt  thou  goe." 

Steevens,  as  before,  on  L  i,  '  treble  dated  Crow '  aptly  quotes 
Lucretius  Is,  1053]: 

"comicum  ut  secla  vetusta. 

Ter  tres  setates  humanas  garrula  vindt 
Comix." 

L  2,  '*  that  thy /able  gender  mah'yt,''  Sec  It  is  a  *  Vulgar  Error' 
still,  that  the  'Crow'  can  change  its  'gender'  at  will  My 
friend  Mr.  E.  W,  Gosse  puts  it — 'thou  Crow  that  makest 
[change  in]  thy  sable  gender,  with  the  mere  exhalation  and 
inhalation  of  thy  breath'  (letter  to  me).  I.  3,  "  With  the  breath," 
&c — query,  Is  there  a  sub-reference  to  the  (mythical)  belief 
that  the  crow  re-clothes  its  aged  parents  with  feathers  and  feeds 
them  ?  As  being  '  sable '  it  is  wdl  fitted  to  be  a  ' mourner.'  It 
is  so  introduced  in  our  child-hood  &vorite  of  the  '  Death  and 
Burial  of  Cock  Robin.'    Cf.  Batman  upon  Barth.,  B  12,  C  9. 
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Sir  Thomas  Browne  has  a  note  on  'White  Crows'  (=the  aged). 
St.  6,  This,  as  supra^  makes  it  impossible  that  the  'bird  of 
lowdest  lay'  could  be  the  'phoenix';  st  7,  IL  1-2.  Query  — 
punctuate  comma  (,)  alter  'loued,'  and  delete  comma  (,)  after 
'twaine'?  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  compositor  of 
Lovis  Martyr  was  especially  fond  of  a  comma  at  the  end  of  a 
verse  line.  We  have  an  exactly  similar  instance  in  p.  183,  st.  i, 
as  infra. 
Page  185,  st  I,  L  I,  punctuate  comma  for  (;)  ;  L  2,  punctuate  comma  after 
'Distance'  and  delete  it  after  'feene,'  as  supra\  I.  4,  ^* Butm 
them  it  were  a  wonder "=  Except — another  Elizabeth  sign; 
for  only  of  the  '  Queene '  as  placing  no  '  distance  and  no  space ' 
betwixt  herself  and  'this  Turtle,^  could  it  have  been  said  'it 
were  a  wonder ';  ib.,  punctuate  comma  after  '  them ';  st.  2, 1.  2^ 
"^  righi^^  Ac. —  It  is  merely  a  variant  mode  of  expressing 
seeing  love-babies  (or  one's  self  imaged)  in  the  other's  eyes.  This 
gives  the  true  sense  to  the  'mine '  of  L  4 ;  st.  3,  L  i,  ^^ Property 
was  thus  appalTd"  &c  =  great  proprietors,  or  the  nobility.  I 
imagine  there  is  an  enigmatical  hitting  at  the  jealousy  of  Essex 
among  the  nobility  of  England,  in  the  possibility  of  marriage 
between  him  and  Elizabeth.  Malone,  in  loco,  muddles  the 
matter  {meojudicio) ;  L  2  —  qu.— delete  comma  after  't<^ether,' 
and  put  comma  after '  themselues'  — making  the  whole  from 
'saw '  to  'themselues  *  one  clause ;  L  4,  ^^  simple^  &c.  =  were  so 
well  compounded  into  a  simple,  i>.,  into  one.  Punctuate 
comma  for  period  ;  st.  5 — as  in  Loves  Martyr^  I  detect  here, 
and  throughout,  Shakespeare's  feeling,  that  Elizabeth's  and 
Essex's  relations  meant  infinitely  more  than  'friendship';  st. 
6,  1.  1,  "^Whereupon;'  ^iu  'Th^&fotneral song,'  So  in  Kendal's 
poems,  1577 : 

"  Of  verses,  threnes  and  epitaphs. 
Full  fraught  with  tears  of  ttene.*' 

A  book  entitled  David's  TAreanes,  by  J.  Heywood,  was 
published  in  1620.  Two  years  afterwards,  it  was  reprinted 
under  the  title  of  David's  Tears ;  the  former  title  probably  was 
discarded  as  obsolete.  For  this  information  I  am  indebted  to 
Dr.  Farmer  (Malone,  as  before). 

„  184 —  T^nos — St.  2,  L  3,  "r^."  Punctuate  with  comma;  st  3,  L  i, 
punctuate  ;  or  :  for  comma. 

On  the  significance  of  these  Poems  by  Shakespeare,  in 
relation  to  Elizabeth  and  Essex,  see  our  Introduction. 

„  185,  1.  9,  *'Dians  tier*'=^  Dian's  tyre;  L  3  (from  bottom)— read  *air[,] 
and  delete  comma  after  'thoughts'  in  next  line.  Perhaps 
comma  should  also  be  deleted  after  'Woman'  in  1.  3  (from 
bottom). 
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0f  Note,  that  though  in  the  heading  it  is  out  of  the  'ashes ' 
of  both,  the  '  wondrous  creature  *  arises,  in  the  poem 
(1.  17)  he  only  speaks  of  what  arises  from  '  the  Turtle's 
aihes* — all  this  natural,  for  Essex  really  was  dead, 
but  the  '  Phoenix/  or  Elizabeth,  only  allegohcally  so. 
And  so  is  it  throughout,  the  real  peeps  through  the 
'allegorical,*  and  the  'allegorical'  loses  itself  in  the 
actual. 
11.  23-4,  That  whiUl  my  labouring  thoughts  [do]  sing  with, 
&C.,  of  this,  &C.  [nor]  God  [nor]  Man,  nor,  &c. 
Page  186,  L  2  —  qu. —  delete  comma  after  '  prefume,'  the  sense  being  '  Perfume 
[to]  define,'  rUAmi  causa ;  I.  4  =  vouchsafe  that  my  Muse  may 
greet ;  1.  7,  ^*Jlighteft^^^  i.e^  [the]  slightest  [of  the  perfections] 
that  adom'd,  Ac.      Query — lightest,  i.^.,  most  light,  the  *s* 
being  caught  from  'was?;  L  10,  *^^  Perfectioti  had  no  meane^^= 
was  limitless;  L   12,   ** in/irucUd^* — which  'even  instructed 
vertue,  clothed  ['inuested']  and  therefore  substantial;  1.  17, 
remove  comma  after  '  Hyperbolicall ' ;  st  4,  L  I,  ^'meane^^— 
was  limitless  or  had  no  equal;  st  5,  1.  i,  *'  decked  and Jlam€d^ 
=  decked  and  adorned,  or  were  lively  coloured  as  an  adornment 
„    187,  st  I,  1.  3,  **  Maskes*^  —  verb  singular,  nominative  plural,  through 
intervention  of  'that,'  9s  frequenter.     Punctuate  'Maskes  [,J 
fo  choicely  (heltred ' ;  st  2,  L  2,  "  wanted'*^ — used  as  neuter  =» 
were  or  have  been  wanting ;  1.  10,  " penny 'Jkcwes,^  ue,,  made- 
up  shows,  as  at  penny  shows  at  a  fair.    Perfectioui  Hymnus,  L  3, 
**feature  "==  making,  or  thing  made ;  used  also  in  the  following 
verses  by  Ben  Jonson :  Cf.  p.   193,  L  22,  and  p.  194,  L  14 ; 
and  also,  some  think,  by  Touchstone  to  Audrey  in  the  sense 
of  'the  verses  he  has  made.'      Punctuate  'excellence,  .... 
confin'd.'    This  excellence,  [that  b]  confined  within  all  that  is 
best;  1.  7,  "/"  =  Aye;  L  10,  " nomination^^  ^^xiannSngi  ib,^ 
"Jira^At**  ==  BBTtow ;   1.    12,   **giue*'  —  may  be  =  ' giues ' ; 
delete  period  and  supply  comma. 
„    188,  L  I,  punctuate  comma  after  "  Suberbes  "  ;  L  2,  **Has  "=  as,  with  the 
unlucky  '  H ' ;  the  signature  "  John  Marfton "  includes  Per- 
fectioui Hymni  and  preceding  poems  from  p.  183;  "  Perifteros^'" 
&c.,  L  4,   "A;p«/j"=eyes,  or  mode  of  view;    L  8=*flaid 
ludgemets  blow  Loues  fires,  but  humorous  Pafllons  only  blow 
falfe  fires  whose  Loues,  &c.,  and  quench,'  &c.;    L  ii,  "con- 
tend^*—  in  Latinate  sense = aim  at  or  stretch  forward  to ;  L  18, 
** alluded^'* — another  Latinate  word  =  had  reference  to,  with 
perhaps  a  sub-reference  to  'favoured';  1.  19,  ** Excefftj**  Slc 
It  would  be  a  little  more  intelligible  if  we  read  Excefre[d];  but 
all  is  in  Chapman's  most  forced  manner ;  1.  23,  "  Excejfe  of  all 
things''  =  [He  that  was],  &c;  I.  24,  '*But''^  except;  L  25, 
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*^  change  me  from  "=  Pier]  that  is.  Specially  note  the  change 
to  '  me,'  showing  that  the  Phoenix  is  not  only  a  living  person 
but  a  present  person  So  that  albeit  Levis  Martyr  necessitated 
an  '  allegorical '  death,  the  '  Phoenix '  really  was  alive  while  the 
'Turtle  Done'  was  dead.  All  this  has  no  motif,  much  less 
agnificance,  unless  Elizabeth  were  meant  See  our  Introduc- 
tion. Last  line,  **forme*^  seems  to  be  a  word  in  vogue  (prob- 
ably from  the  philosophy  of  the  day)  and  =  pattern,  mould,  or 
ideal  thought  on  which  I  act  Cf.  p.  192,  1.  10. 
Page  189,  ** Praludium,*^  As  noticed  in  our  Introduction,  Gifibrd  —  to  put  it 
mildly — prints  this  most  corruptly.  He  deliberately  changes  all 
the  we's  to  I*s,  and  our's  to  my*s ;  1.  6,  "/^/'j** — in  GifTord, 
'IT;  St  5, 1  I,  "i!fa»bVMr"  =  masculine;  st  6,  L  i— con- 
struction is.  Light  Venus  go  cramp,  &c.;  1.  2,  "  Tribade^  — 
one  may  hope  he  used  this  word  as  =  artful  only.  See  Latin 
Dictionary  and  Martial ;  st  7,  L  2,  **oldBoy^'^  i>.,  Let  Cupid 
turn  to  lie,  &c.,  alluding  to  the  custom  exemplified  by  Moth  in 
Lovis  Labour  Lost. 

„  190^  st  I,  L  1,  *Va«iw/"— 'shall  not'  in  GifTord ;  L  3,  "  iVftj/5«f  "=broad- 
leaved  hat  or  cap  ;  st  3,  1.  3 — note  the  words  'deep  eares' ; 
last  line,  "  tafte  "=  discover. 

„  191,  L  8,  ">i/"— 'should'  in  GifTord  ;  L  20,  "/Arir"— 'the'  inGifford; 
L  3  (from bottom)  **getUiIe^*  —  Latinate,  whence  ' genteel "  = 
one  ofgood  or  honourable  family.  InGifford,  'far  more  gentle, 
fine.' 

„  192,  L  22,  "  Luxurie"=^  lasciviousness  or  lust ;  L  5  (from  bottom),  "our 
fdfi ' —  in  Gifibrd  *  ourselves. ' 

»>  I93>  L  l»  '*<^>"  "1  Giffbrd  'and';  1.  22,  "Feature*^  =  making.  So  in 
'The  Phoeiux  Analyfde,'  st  2,  L  3.  In  connection  with  this 
word  it  is  to  be  noted  that  Shakespeare  uses  it  curiously  in  verb 
form,  e,g,t  ''a  glass  that/uM/  them"  (Cymbdine,  act  i,  sc.  i) 
=  featured;  *  Defeat  thy  favour  with  an  usurped  beard' 
(Othdlo^  act  L  sc.  3)  =:  defeature  or  disfeature. 

„  194,  L  5,  **MaH  may  fecurdy  finne^  huifafdy  neuer,^  Note  the  distinc- 
tion between  '  securely  '  and  '  safely  ' ;  note  the  spelling 
'lohnfon'  always  used  by  'rare  Ben'  prior  to  1604.  The 
Phoemx  Analyfde,  St  2,  L  I,  "  onr  Turtles  Augure  "=Robert 
Chester's  anguiy;  L  3,  ** Feature"  =  making,  as  before.  Ode 
'fytfautf-iaoTiidk,  L  3,  "illustrate' — illustrious  in  GifibrcL 

„    195,  L  4y  "or"— our  onhappily  over-looked  misprint  for  'in.' 

A.  B.  G. 


Printed  by  Charles  Simnu  ft  Co.,  Manchester. 
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XVII.  SIR  ROBERT  CHESTER. 

During  two  somewhat  prolonged  visits  and  sojourns  in 
the  principal  cities  of  Italy — Northern,  Middle,  and 
Southern — since  ''Love's  Martyr"  was  issued,  I  inquired 
(eheu !)  in  vain,  in  public  and  private  libraries  and  book- 
shops and  Umong  the  literati  for  the  Poems  of  Celiano. 
The  utmost  I  happed  on  were  scanty  "Selections"  or 
"Collections"  in  Florence.  Even  Professor  Villari's 
widely-extended  and  persistent  help — failed.  The  dis- 
appearance of  the  Poems  of  Celiano  is  inexplicable.  Their 
non-presence  in  the  great  libraries  of  Italy  and  of  Europe, 
equally  so.  For  at  the  time  (or  before)  of  "  Love's  Martyr," 
Celiano  was  ordinarily  in  England  named  with  Dante, 
Petrarch,  and  Ariosto. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  mention  that  three  of  the 
Madrigals  by  Celiano  in  the  volume  referred  to  by  me,  were 
imitated  by  Lodge  (William  Longbeard,  1593).  But  of 
course  this  is  a  small  matter  compared  to  the  fact  that 
Nashe  and  Francis  Meres  speak  of  Celiano  as  one  of  the 
chief  poets  of  the  day. 

Various  over-looked  points  seem  to  show  that  Chester 
really  had  some  Italian  ground-work,  ^^.,  at  page  92,  st  4, 
he  says,  *  Mugwort '  took  its  name  from  Artemisia.  It  took 
its  Italian  but  not  its  English  name  from  her.  Again,  on 
page  21,  'A  Prayer  .....  applyed  to  the  beauteous 
Phoenix,'  would  naturally  mean  that  in  some  original  it  was 
for  "a  silver-coloured  Dove"  (also  an  allegorical  bird, 
doubtless),  and  appropriated  to  his  '  Phoenix '  by  Chester. 
Once  more :  The  whole  Dialogue  between  Nature  and  the 
Phoenix  has  the  very  slightest  relation  to  the  allegory ;  and 
some  passages  look  like  mis-translations,  cg.^  p.  106,  st.  2, 
IL  5-6,  which  I  gave  up  (where,  however,  Aleph  in  Assyria 
means,  probably,  Aleppo  in  Syria).     Further :  "  Seia,  that 

(61) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6o  Notes  and  Illustrations, 

is  Italy,  corne  doth  bearc  "  (p.  96),  may  in  the  original  have 
referred  not  to  any  herb  of  that  name,  but  to  the  Roman 
goddess  of  the  seed  time.  My  impression  is  that  the 
Dialogue  between  Nature  and  the  Phoenix  and  RosaIin*s 
complaint  and  the  Prayer  which  follows,  are  translated; 
but  probably  in  the  original  are  separate  poems.      The 

*  Artliur  *  episode  is  plainly — ^by  the  title-page  and  subject — 
original. 

I  still  indulge  the  pleasures  of  hope  of  securing  the 
the  Poems  of  Celiano.  I  ask  the  kind  co-operation  of 
fellow  Shakespeareans  and  book-lovers  when  in  Italy.  I 
shall  gladly  buy.  I  reserve  until  such  fortunate  recovery  a 
re-statement  and  still  further  vindication  of  the  interpre- 
tation of  Elizabeth  and  Essex  being  heroine  and  hero  of 
"Love's  Martyr,"  and  so  of  Shakespeare's  "Phoenix  and 
Turtle."  The  proof  already  given  I  hold  as  absolutely 
untouched.  Mr.  Furnivall  has  not  so  much  as  mastered 
the  elementary  facts  of  the  problem. 

The  following  notes,  corrective  and  illustrative,  embrace 
everything  in  the  '  Fly-leaf  Addition '  sent  out  with  the 

*  Shakespeare  Society '  issue  of  my  Chester : — 

Page  IS,  U.  5-6 — qu«7,  transpose  "Lippes,  Teeth,'  and  read— 

"  Head,  Haire,  Brow,  Eyes,  Cheeks,  Chin,  Lippes,  Teeth, 
and  all." 
Tong,  Neck,  etc. 
„     19, 11.  a-4*>'  sweet  Arabian  spice.'  Cf.  Shakespeare  (Otheih,  act  t.  se.  2.) 

"  the  Arabian  trees 

Their  medicinal  gum." 
The  'spice'  may  be  Myrrh,  Olibanon,  or  Storaz— 
the  last  having  the  best  claim  to  the  epithet  '  sweet ;'  or  the 
phrase  may  have  referred  to  spices  generally,  albeit  the 
previous  '  Lycorice '  seems  to  point  to  a  special  spioe.  Cancel 
'^x>{ff^im^»,' which  was  then  supposed  to  come  from  India 
and  Ethiopia.  (Batman  upon  Bart.) 
„     31,  1.  20,  for  *  tyred*  read  'tryed.' 

„    89,  XL  2  [misprint  i]  3  *te/U* — Shakespeare  ridicules  the  phrase  *tesii 

your  Ugs.^    (Twelfth  Night,  act  ill.  sc.  i).     See  also  p.  126, 

1.  I.    The  word  is  still  used  in  Devonshire. 

„     109, 11.  2-5  and  Z12,  2,  I,  *Gagates'*'^]t\^  as  shown  by  1.  xvi.  c.  49  of 

Batman  upon  Bart,  where  the  same  virtues  are  attributed  to  it. 

(62) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Notes  and  Illustrations.  6i 

Page  no,  L  41,  *  AchaUs^  and  ii2»  1.  i  [where  it  is  misprinted  'Achites*]  as 
found  by  North's  Pliny  (b.  37,  c  10)  and  by  Batman  (xvL 
II),  in  both  of  which  some  of  the  virtues  here  assigned  to  it 
are  given  as  »  the  ^te,  though  Batman  in  an  addition  to 
c.  9^  speaks  separately  of  the  'Agat'  as  from  the  Scottish 
borders.  Perhaps  it  may  explain  this  that  in  Cooper's 
Thesaurus  no  English  equivalent  is  given  under  Achates,  but 
merely  a  description  of  the  'agate.'  It  is  also  said  that  the 
'Achates '  was  named  in  'Aaron's  Vestment '  (Batman) ;  and 
the  only  stone  of  the  twelve  that  is  not  otherwise  appropriated 
is  the  'agate.'    In  the  Vulgate,  too,  it  b  'Achates.' 

„  113,  L  S— read  *ckere^^  and  L  IX  *msfui* — in  some  copies  defectively 
printed. 

„  t  x6, 11.  2-5,  *Cam£l€epiird*-^th\s  animal  was  not  a  "fabulous  Aethiopian" 
beast,  but  our  camelopard  or  giraffe.    See  Batman  and  Pliny. 

t»     133  (t<>P  ^^)-  Perhaps  the  arrangement  of  speakers  should  be  t^ 
Phoenix.     Haile  map  of  sorrow ; 
Turtle.    Welcome  Cupid's  child. 
Phoenix.    Let  me  wipe  off,  &c 

„     144,  Can.  7, 1.  2,  for  'graunt*  read  *graunts.* 

M    171,  L  17,  for  'oawaer'  read  'oAMner.' 

„  x88.  This  quotation  from  Seneca  is  from  the  Prefece  to  the  Natural 
Questions ;  which  is  also  the  source  of  Daniel's  famous  lines 
"Unless  above  himselC" 

„     192,  catch-word  *  Became '  incorrect. 

„    203,  L  13,  delete  'is,'  or  is  a  misprint  for  '^.' 

„    212,  on  p.  85,  read  'ttfore*  for  ^bfgtnre,^ 

„  213,  on  p.  s^,  read  'Z/m/'  for  'TtniJMy*  and  ^ Pscudonarcusus^  lot 
'  Pstudonacissus. ' 

„    214,  L  3,  for  *Ptfudocaaa^  read  * Pseudacacia.* 

„    215,  L  10,  for  ^ Sing  FUrwer*  read  ^JJng  Flower.^ 

„  216,  on  p.  92,  for  * Mothtnwort^  xeaA  ^ Motherwort \  L  16  (of  note), 
*MUl^  may  be  ^ MUlnumntam^  or  wild  flax,  and  1.  19,  * Pde- 
mium '  may  be  '  PdlamoutUani^^  or  wild  thyme. 

„     217,  L  2,  for  *  Lingwort^  read  '  Lungwort.^ 

„  218,  on  p.  96,  'Herb  Paris'  or  Truelove.  Dr.  Prior  tells  us  it  should 
be  '  Herb-Paris  '=  herb  of  a  pair  (not  a  capital  H  :  and  '  Tru- 
love'  not  'True '--nothing  to  do  with  fiuthful  (Prior's  'Plant 
Names'). 

„     219^  on  p.  98,  'Stanwort'  ^  '  Standwort,'  i,e,,  Standcrwort. 

»,    221,  on  p.  loo^ls  Astrolochia,  Aristolochia  Clematitis  or  Birthwort  ? 

for  '  Vormica  Beccabringa''  read  '  Veronica  Beccabunga*  i  for 

'Solanum  nigra^  read  ' S,  Nigrum*;  for  ^  Caterpillers''  read 

'  CaierpiUars,*  and  for  *pahutrw*  read  *palustris,^ 

Note,  &c,  p.  128.    'Hunts-vp.'     G.  Puttenham  (1589)  [Arber's  rept.  p.  33] 
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says  that  one  Gray  grew  into  estimation  with  Henry  VIXL  for 
writing  this  song. 

Page  333.  Iqaeiy  'Calcedonies.'  Probably  Chester  meant  Chelidonies  » 
Chelidoniiun  majus,  i.a,  the  Clelandine  or  swallow-wort  of  the 
old  myth.  In  the  Eastern  Comities,  its  yellow  acrid  juice  b 
still'-on  the  doctrine  of  signatmes— believed  to  be  a  remedy 
for  jamidice.  With  reference  to  'Cecina,'  that  immediately 
follows  the  preceding — Pliny,  X.  24,  tells  the  story.  Chester 
must  have  taken  it  from  some  second-hand  authority,  as  he  has 
told  it  quite  differently.  His  making  'Cedna'  and  'the 
Volateran,'  two  men  out  of  one,  looks  like  mis-translation.  A 
rimilar  blunder  may  be  here  corrected.  At  p.  Z23  Chester  has 
'  Rinatrix.'  This  form  '  Rinatrix '  is  quoted  by  Ducange  from 
the  Vocabtdarium  of  Papias.  In  Isidore  (Orig.  xii.  4)  the 
beast  is  called  'Natrix,'  and  Lucan  (ix.  yao),  whose  words 
Chester  quotes,  runs,  £t  natrix,  &c.  Whence  did  Chester 
derive  his  mistake  ? 
„  244,  note  to  p.  188,  *  p.  183  '  should  be  '  p.  184.'  So  too  in  Postscript, 
p.  84,  p.  81  referred  to  should  be  'p.  88.'  More  vexatious 
still  at  p.  Ixxiv.  the  Printers  have  stupidly  left  uncorrected 
throughout,— '/Vv/m>/*  for  ^ PostscripL^ 

In  Appendix  C  in  quoting  from  '  Partheniades'  as  possibly  Chester's  own,  I 
forgot  that  it  belongs  to  the  author  of  the  '  Arte  of  Enghish 
Poesie' (1589),  who  repeatedly  cites  fiiom  'Partheniades'  as 
his  own.  Whether  that  author  was  really  George  Puttenham 
or  not,  it  is  certain  that  he  was  bom  between  1529  and  1535, 
and  therefore  was  at  least  25  years  older  than  Chester. 

Fiually-'I  must  give  a  slight  though  not  very  pleasant  Shakespeare  hiU  In  st 
5  of  the  'Phoenix  and  Turtle'  I  fear  the  reference  is  to  the 
belief  that  the  crow  (or  rather  the  raven)  engendered  by  the 
mouth ;  a  belief  mentioned  characteristically  by  Martial  and 
discredited  by  AristoUe  and  Pliny.  See  Martial,  ziv.  74,  and 
Aristotle,  'De  Generat.  Anim."  III.  6,  and  Pliny,  'Hist 
Nat."  X.  Z2.  I  don't  feel  disposed  to  say  more  than  that 
'  gender '  here  is  =  kind,  not  sex.  This  sense  put  on  '  gender ' 
needs  no  defence.  Even  Dr.  Johnson  gives  it  along  with  two 
examples  from  Othello  and  Hamlet  respectively.  In  its 
allegorical  meaning,  the  'crow'  making  its  sable  gender  with 
its  breath,  would  be  a  fit  symbol  of  scandal  or  slander.  I 
think  I  have  met  with  it  so  employed. 

By  the  way  it  may  be  added  that  Ben  Jonson  in  his  striking  commendatoiy 
poem  to  Holland  in  'Pancharis'  (1603)  entitles  it  'Ode 
J^ifTopcM^."  Further— that  the  last  line  of  his  Epos  is  found 
in  'England's  Parnassus'  (1600). 

For  the  following  notes  on  Plants,  &c.,  named  in  "  Love's 
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Martyr/'  I  am  indebted  to  my  good  friend  the  Rev.  Henry 
N.  Ellacombe,  M.A.^  Bitton,  Bristol.  He  has  omitted  all 
that  still  bear  the  same  name — or  which  have  been  already 
explained  in  the  Notes  and  Illustrations;  top-pagination 
quoted. 

Page    1,  *  Pallas  tree^  =  myrtle  —  see  p.  96. 

t»  3»  St.  3,  *  Carnation  £ieiii'Jlimfer,*=^axitbm  Caryoppyllus—An  interesting 
instance  of  one  of  the  many  corruptions  of  the  original  name. 

„  18,  St  2,  *Ftm  apples* — not  the  fruit  now  so  named,  but  fir-cones  — 
'dryve  a  wegge  mayd  of  a  pynsapyle  tre. '  Porldngton  MSS. 
in  Warton  Club  Misc., — and  see  Catholic  AngL,  /.v.,  Pyne  and 
note.  The  name  was  transferred  to  the  West  India  fruit  from 
similarity  of  shape. 

,,  S2,  sL  2,  *  Ydlffw  CrowMls  '—I  think  this  must  be  the  butter  cup,  which 
Lyte  calls  *  yellow  craws. '  '  AtUers  grajfe^^  I  should  consider 
Gerard's  account  to  be  conclusive  against  Ophioglossum.  The 
authorities  are  in  fiivour  of  Orchis  mascula.  '  AcaUa ' — Surely 
not  an  American  Robinia,  which  was  not  known  till  later—- It 
is  the  classical  Acacia.  See  Holland's  Pliny,  xiii.  9,  xxiv.  12. 
'  Boyes  Mercury ' «  merculialis  annua — v.  Britten,  /.v..  Boy's 
and  girl's  mercuiy.  '  Weedmind^ — if  this  is  withy  wind  it  is 
mentioned  twice — See  p.  83,  s.  3,  but  I  can  suggest  nothing 
else.  *  Mou/etaU'^iiOi  a  species  of  houseleek,  though  according 
to  Turner  it  is  sedum  acre— but  it  must  be  myosurus. 

, ,  83,  St.  3,  *  Leopard's  foote ' — I  suppose  that  this  is  a  mistake  of  author  or 
printer  for  Leopard'sy2i/!f,  =  L's  bane — Pardalianches.  *  Indian 
Sunne '—  I  wonder  if  this  is  the  same  as  Sh's  *  Nettle  of  India.' 

„  83,  St  4,  *  Forget-me-not,*  Not  the  plant  now  so  called,  but  probably 
the  ground-pine  (ajuga  chamsepits).  Coculus  Panter  a  Dew- 
berry —  (rubus  csesius)  so  called  by  Lyte.  *  Double  tongue — I 
suggest  the  tway  blade  Anthyllts,  Why  not  the  plant  now  so 
called  ~  the  bright  yellow  A  vulneraria?  ^  White  bulbous 
violet^  =  Summer  Snowflake-Leucojum,  f>.,  Xivicor  W. 

„  84,  St.  3,  *0^^7ifnj/2i/«w'=chenopodium  botrys— Gerard.  Larkes 
spurre  and  larkes  claw  are  the  same  plant  —  and  so  is  '  Lark's 
heels  trim '  of  two  noble  kinsmen.  '  Mill  *  must  be  an  abbrevi- 
ation either  of  millet,  milfoil,  or  melick.  '  Pelemeum '—  I  can 
only  suggest  a  corruption  of  Pell-a-mountain,  which  see  in 
Prior.  '0/mond  tbe  Waterman* -^ I  feel  sure  < Waterman' 
simply  means  a  water  plant,  with  perhaps  a  hint  at  supposed 
sex.     Dragons  v.  Dragaunce  in  Prompt  ParvuL 

,,  86,  St  2,  '  0/mond  baldpate=:the  oak  fern — Polypodium  dryopteris.  See 
Lyte's  Herball,  1578.  *Oculas  Ah','— no  doubt  Salvia 
Sclarea — though  in  the  next  page  he  calls  it  horminum.    *  Sage 
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64  Notes  and  Illustrations. 

ofjeru/alem  * — ^what  authority  for  the  lungwort  ?  The  plant  now 
so  called  is  Phlomis  fruticosa,  an  old  inhabitant  of  our  Gardens 
—  grown  by  Gerard. 

„  87,  St  7,  *Red  Patiens'^eaMeA  by  Spenser  'bitter  patience*— Virgil's 
gnat  —  qudgolden  flower — surely  there  should  be  comma  here, 
and  it  must  be  the  'goldes'-~a  cuckoe  pintle  could  not  be 
called  golden.  '  Theophrafiui  violet*— Hbt  toy  of  Theophias- 
tus  was  no  doubt  the  viola  odosata,  but  in  Chester's  time,  I 
think  the  name  was  generally  given  to  the  Leucojum. 

„  88,  St  4,  '  Paris  navatfs  * —  I  suspect  a  comma  has  slipt  out  between  these 
two  words — which  would  then  be  Herb  Paris  and  Turnips— 
there  is  tio  connection  whatever  between  the  two.  '  Taumtfol ' 
— must  be  the  marigold — ^heliotropium.  See  CathoL  Anglic  — 
and  other  writers.     '  Seia ' —  must  be  Zea  -^  the  maize. 

„  90,  St  4,  *S(anwort^  —  more  probably  standerwort  —  Orchis  mascnla. 
'  Yillow  Wolfs  Bane '^commonly  called  yellow  aconite,  but  it 
is  not  an  aconite  at  all  —  Eranthis  hyemalis.  'Mou/eare  — 
Myosotis  —  our  forget-me-not 

„    96,  st  4,  '  Voun^  mans  Medlar  ^-^Compue  Mercutio's  speech. 
**  Now  will  he  sit  under  a  medlar  tree." 

Pom,  and  JuL  ii  i,  cSo). 

„    98,  St  4,  ' Mo/e  tree*-^  what  is  this ?  Mulberry,  moms ? 

M  I37t  N.  13,  The  same  idea  as  Theseus'  in  M.N.D.  i.  i,  (322). 
«  Earthlier  happy  is  the  rofe  difUUed,  &c." 
and  Fuller's  ''Therefore,  fifler  Bud,  grow  wise  by  my  folly,  and 
know  it  is  far  greater  happinefle  to  lofe  thy  Virginity  in  a  good 
hand  than  to  wither  on  the  ilalk  whereon  thou  growest." 
Antheologia.     1655,  p.  33. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


OF  Henry  Crosse,— the  author  of  Vertue's  Comnum- 
wealthy — I  have  absolutely  failed  to  recover  any- 
thing biographical.  Various  CROSSES  have  turned  up  in  the 
course  of  my  utterly  disproportionate  researches  —  one, 
Thomas  Crosse  a  Verse-writer  and  Verse-collector  con- 
temporary, of  whom  I  should  gladly  learn  more — but 
nothing  whatever  on  this  our  Henry  Crosse.  Nor  is  there 
in  his  book  those  personal  allusions  that  in  not  a  few  cases 
have  guided  to  information. 

Mr.  W.  C  Hazlitt,  s.n.,  raters  the  following:  "The 
Schoole  of  Follicle ;  or  the  arraignment  of  State-abuses, 
directing  Magistrates,  adorning  the  Court,  and  beautifying 
the  whole  Commonwealth.  London  1605  4to."  No  copy 
of  this  is  apparently  known.  I  have  a  suspicion  that  should 
one  be  recovered  it  will  prove  to  be  a  re-issue  of  Vertu^s 
Commonwealth — the  exemplar  of  which  in  the  Bodleian  is 
believed  to  be  unique.  I  cannot  suppose  that  the  Schoole 
of  PoUicie  could  be  the  second  book  on  "Justice"  semi- 
promised  by  the  author  in  Vertu^s  Commonwealth  (p.  13.) 
In  the  Epistle-dedicatory  of  the  present  treatise  he  seems 
to  intimate  something  worthier,  ^^.,  "If ... .  your  bounties 
wil  deign  to  giue  free  admittance  to  this  homely  worke,  I 
fhall  be  prouoked  not  to  end  with  this  my  rude  b^'nning, 
but  ftriue  to  fhewe  fome  greater  monument  of  my  loue 
heereafter."  (p.  4.) 

That  which  gives  Vertu^s  Commonwealth  a  claim  on 
revival  to-day  and  rescue  from  the  perils  of  a  solitary  ex- 
emplar, is  its  graphic  portraiture  of  "  men  and  manners  "  of 
the  period,  more  especially  in  the  latter  half  under  'Vice' 
(p.  50  onwards).    Like  Dante's  '  Inferno,'  which  eclipses  his 
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VI  Introduction, 

'  Paradiso/  in  its  own  lowly  sphere,  the  'Vice'  is  far  superior 
to  the  '  Vertue/  For  while  the  latter  is  not  without  "good 
words,"  well-put  maxims,  apt  ethical  apophthegms,  pungent 
and  memorable  sayings  and  scholarly  anecdotes  and  re- 
ferences, it  is  (in  my  judgment)  in  his  sketches  illustrative  of 
the  *  Vice '  of  the  age  that  we  must  find  the  salt  of  the  book. 
The  portraitures  or  word-etchings  are  bitten  in  with  con- 
siderable skill  and  evident  gusto.  You  have  the  '  Spend- 
thrift,' the  ' Cornhoarder/  the  'Drunkard/  the  'Upstart/ 
the  '  Idler/  the  *  Counterfeit  Gentle '  (  =  well-bom),  the 
'Fool  Cory  don/  the  'Painted  Faces*  of  Fashion — their  'hair 
as  short  as  their  eye-brows,' — 'Cold  Charitie,*  'hard-hearted 
Christians,'  the  '  base  Tapster  or  Oastler '  —  "  who  will  be 
as  fine  as  a  gentleman" — the  alluring  'gay  Ladies/  the 
'  Simple  Men '  in  high-places  and  their  attempts  at  '  public^ 
speaking,'  '  Christma3-keepers/  the  final  account  at  the 
'celestial  Assize,'  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  —  roughly  dashed  oflF,  yet 
with  cunning  touches.  His^  exposure  of  the  '  loose  pam- 
phlets'  and  'love-books*  and  the  over-indulgence  of 
'Night-Plays/  is  a  vital  contribution  to  contemporary 
History.  The  student-reader  will  recognize  hits  at  Shake- 
speare, Ben  Jonson  and  others  (pp.  102  onward,  112,  113, 
117,  1 18  etalidi)  One  maigin-note,  "The  Documents  of 
Playes,"  starts  questions  in  relation  to  its  text  (p.  116). 
He  has  highest  esteem  for  'modem  Poets'  and  'modest 
Poetrie.' 

In  Notes  and  Illustrations  —  wherein  I  exclude  trite 
classical  names,  &c. —  certain  noticeable  words  and  phrases 
are  recorded. 

How  it  is  that  Vertue's  Commouwioltk  survives  in  only 
the  Bodleian  exemplar  it  is  diflicult  to  explain. 

ALEXANDER  B.  GROSART. 

^/.  Ceorge^s  Vestry,  Blackburn, 
October  i8y8. 
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V  E  R  T  V  E  S 

Common-wealth : 

OR 

THE  HIGH-WAY  TO 

HONOVR. 


Wherein  is  discouered,  that  although  by  the  dis- 

guifed  crafl  of  this  age,  vice  and  hypocrifie  may  be 

concealed :  yet  by  Tyme  (the  triall  of  truth) 

it  is  most  plainly  reuealed. 

Neceffary  for  age  to  moue  diligence^  profitable  for  youth  tofhun 

wantonnejfe :  and  bringing  to  both  at  laji  de- 

fired  happinejfe, 

Haud  euro  inuidiam. 


By  Henry  CroJ/e. 


LONDON. 

Printed  for  John  Newbery,  dwelling  in  Paules  Church 

yard,  at  the  Signe  of  the  Ball,  1603. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TO  THE  RIGHT 

Honourable  Robert  Lae,  Lord  Maior  of 

the  honorable  Citie  of  London :  And  to 

iAe  Right  worjkipfull  the  Aldermen 

his  brethren. 

I  Am  not  ignorant  (Right  Hono- 
rable and  right  worfhipfuU  Se- 
nators) of  the  cuftome  of  this 
age,  which  is,  that  fuch  as  write 
bookes  do  vfe  to  dedicate  the  to 
fome  worthy  perfo  or  other,  vn- 
der  whofe  protedlion  they  might  paffe  with 
more  fafetie  from  the  byting  of  the  enuious  :  fo 
that  many  times  a  light  difcourfe  is  grac't  with 
a  iudiciall  cenfor  :  I  was  therefore  imboldned 
to  obferue  the  fame  Method,  and  that  chiefly 
becaufe  I  know  true  Vertue  loueth  whatfoeuer 
is  like  it  felfe  be  it  neuer  fo  little,  and  accepteth 
what  is  zealoufly  offered,  though  not  alwayes 
deferuingly  excellent,  whe  bafe  deie6led  minds 
want  wifedome   &   experience   to   dire6l    the    pu- 

A  2  ritie 
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The  Epijlle  Dedicatorie, 

ritie  of  iudgement.  And  although  I  haue  fcatte- 
red  here  and  there  fome  iarring  notes  and  harfh 
confonants,  vntunable  to  a  modeft  eare :  yet  the 
vglines  of  vice  made  me  llriue  to  paint  out  her 
lanuS'kiC^  to  the  eye  of  the  world.  Alexander  re- 
fufed  not  a  cup  of  colde  water  at  the  hands  of  a 
filly  begger,  the  poore  widows  myte  was  more 
accepted  then  the  abundance  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifes,  for  (he  offered  all  that  (he  had,  they  of 
their  fuperfluitie  :  fo  a  noble  mind  doth  alwaies 
patronize  a  poore  gift  as  willingly,  as  it  is  de- 
uoutly  dedicated.  If  in  like  fort  your  bounties 
wil  deign  to  giue  free  admittance  to  this  home- 
ly worke,  I  (hall  be  prouoked  not  to  end  with 
this  my  rude  beginning,  but  ftriue  to  (hewe 
fome  greater  monument  of  my  loue  heereaf- 
ter.  And  thus  leauing  to  trouble  your  wife- 
doms  with  tedious  circumstance,  I  rather  abre- 
uiate  of  that  I  would  fay,  then  by  fpeaking  too 
much  to  breed  fufpitio  of  my  fimple  well  mea- 
ning. And  fo  I  humbly  commit  your  affaires  to 
the  good  guidance  of  the  Almightie,  and  my 
felfe  to  your  fauourable  cenfures. 

Your  Honors  and  worjhips  mojl 
duiifull  to  commaund. 

Henry  Croffe. 
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VERTVES  COM- 

mon-wealth  :  or  the  high-way  to  honour, 

feHe   fame-eternized    Tully^  in   his  booke 
\    of  duties  setteth  downe,  that  [in]  the  tea- 
g  ching  of  any  doftrine,  which  is  to  be 
P  taken  in  hand  in  due  forme,  the  exor- 
W   dium  muft  begin  with  a  definitio,  that 
11   the  life  of  the  subieft  whereof  the  dif- 
r    courfe  doth  run,  may  the  better  be  vn- 
derftood.     Vertue,  is  an  elected  habit,  or  a  fetled  qualitie, 
cofifting  in  a  meane,  &  that  meane  ftandeth  in  the  midft 
of  two  extreams,  the  more,  &  the  leffe,  and  this  that  fome  vertue,  defi- 
laudable  aftion,  which  by  no  other  name  can  be  termed  ned. 
but  by  the  onely  title  of  Vertue,    Vice  is  oppofite  to  Ver- 
tue, a  habit  of  the  minde  annexed  to  nature,  not  ftriuing 
with  reafon,  an  inconftant  defire   in   the  whole  life:    re- 
belling   againft    honeftie :     which    two    affections,  growe 
vp   to  a  habit  by  degrees,  through  vfe  and  exercife,  cho-  Vice  defined, 
fen    by  the   rationall   partes,  and   when   by  cuftome   the 
will   is  fetled   in   the  courfe  of  either,  the  whole  difpofi- 
tion  is  carried  to  good  or  bad. 

The     Stoikes,     call    Vice    and     Vertue^    Animalia,    M- Ex  viro,  di- 
uing  creatures,  becaufe   by  them  a  man  is  difcerned  ;  for  ^^^  virtus. 
in  refpeft  of  Vertue,  a  man  is  faid  to  be  a  man,  which  is 
the  Etymologie  of  the  word :  and  in  refpeft  of  Vicc^  to  be  a 
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beast,   becaufe  he  wanteth    thofe   faculties,  and  demen- 
fions,  onely  proper  to  a  vertuous  and  good  man. 

Vertue,  is  diuided  into  two  parts,  the  Intellectiue,  and 
the  Mortall :  the  former  is  begotten  and  nouriflied  by 
good  tutors,  reading  good  Bookes,  and  exercise ;  from 
this  floweth  wifedome,  science,  prudence,  memorie. 
The  latter  commeth  by  cuftome  and  vfe ;  for  thefe  two 
are  fo  forcible,  as  by  it  a  man  may  get  him  a  fecond  na- 
Actus,  ture;  and  this  worketh  this  thing  called  Actus^  in   the 

extreame  parts,  and  is  the  mother  of  Liberalitie,  Forti- 
tude, and  of  all  good  manners. 

The  diuine  effence  of  the  foule,  beholdeth  nothing 
with  contentment  but  the  perfect  Idea  of  Vertue,  be- 
ing fo  pure  and  excellent,  as  (he  onely  aymeth  at  per- 
feft  happineffe,  if  the  corruption  and  difobedience  of 
the  body,  did  not  contaminate  &  defile  her.  And  there- 
fore the  Philofophers  fay,  whe  she  is  in  the  company  of 
good  men  (he  poflTeflfeth  ioy,  but  among  euiU,  is  euer- 
more  in  heauineflfe:  for  the  foule  is  occupied  in  hea- 
uenly  contemplation,  and  delighted  to  know  her  Crea- 
tor, his  omnipotent  maieftie  and  power,  the  workes  of 
nature:  but  being  imprifoned  followes  the  bodies  in- 
clination, and  by  that  meanes  is  kept  backe  from  the  ha- 
The  Chrisii-  uen  wherevnto  it  would  moft  willingly  arriue.  But  ac- 
an  Vertuc  cording  to  a  Christian  expofition,  the  verie  faculties  of 
the  foule,  are  fo  eflfentially  defiled  with  Adams  trans- 
grefTions,  that  it  hath  no  power  to  thinke  one  good 
thought,  or  beget  an  acceptable  motion,  before  it  be  re- 
generated and  borne  anew  ;  for  Chriftian  Vertue  ftan- 
deth  in  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charitie,  not  fafhioned  ac- 
cording to  Philofophie  ;  but  to  haue  him  the  Author, 
which  is  both  truth  and  righteousneffe. 
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We  muft  not  reft  then  vpon  the  morrall  vertue,  and 
make  that  the  chiefe  good,  which  are  but  fteppes  to 
clyme  vp  therevnto,  as  the  wife  Heathen  taught :  for 
all  theyr  doArine,  was  but  to  fafhion  the  outward 
man  to  ciuill  obedience,  making  that  the  end  which 
are  but  motiues  to  the  end.  For  it  is  not  all  one,  to  be  a 
morrall  wife  man,  and  a  good  Chriftian,  a  great  profici- 
ent in  humane  Sciences,  and  a  great  Clarke  in  diuine 
mifteries:  heere  is  a  maine  difference:  let  no  man  repofe 
himfelfe  upon  fuch  a  fandie  and  fhallow  foundation,  if 
he  will  iland  fure  :  but  build  on  Chrift  the  Rocke,  the 
bright  ftarre  of  the  immortall  maieftie;  on  him  to  caft 
Anchor;  purifie  the  inward  parts,  and  digge  vp  that 
dunghill  of  filthineffe,  deriued  from  originall  corrup- 
tion. Mans  happineffe  ftandeth  not  in  pleafures,  ho- 
nour, nor  in  the  goods  of  Fortune  :  but  onely  in  thofe 
holy  Vertues  which  proceed  from  a  pure  heart  This  is 
the  plaine  pathway  to  fanctitie,  and  immortallitie,  Vice 
lincking  downe  to  hell:  the  one,  with  Eagle-winges 
mounts  vp  to  heauen,  the  other,  clogges  the  foule  with 
leade  thoughts,  benumming  her  dexteritie,  for  fo  high 
a  flight. 

But  to  profecute  my  intent,  which  is  to  handle  the 
morrall  Vertues,  and  lay  open  the  parts  of  humanltie,  it 
wil  not  be  amifTe  to  touch  by  the  way,  the  foure  chiefe 
and  principall  Vertues,  called  cardinall  Vertues,  as  Pru- 
dence, lujiice^  Fortitude,  and  Temperance,  which  are  diftin- 
guifhed  one  from  the  other  by  their  feuerall  properties, 
all  conioyne  in  one,  and  make  a  vnion :  For  though  Ver- 
tue be  fubfifting  in  one  fmgle  being,  yet  becaufe  of  di- 
uers  workes,  fhe  is  deuidable,  and  albeit  many  fprigges 
growe  out  of  thefe   foure   braunches,   yet   is  (hee   called 

B  2  Vertue 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vertues  Common-wealttL 

Vertue  in  the  Angular  number. 
Prudence,  Prudence,    is    a    certaine    brightneffe    ftiining   in    the 

minde,  by  which  the  light  of  truth  is  defcried,  forefeeing 
what  is  fit  to  be  done :  a  true  affection,  labouring  by  rea- 
fon  to  finde  out  the  quallitie,  and  to  iudge  what  is  iuft, 
fit,  honeft,  profitable,  equall,  and  good,  not  onely  adui- 
fedly  looking  to  the  firft  motiue  caufe:  but  alfo  to  the 
confequent  and  finall  endes:  by  this  the  prefent  felicitie, 
and  infelicite  of  this  life,  is  fwcetly  tempered,  and  all 
things  ordered  in  comelineffe. 

Whofoeuer  raflily  fetteth  vpon  his  bufineffe  with- 
out her,  ruflieth  vpon  the  rockes  of  errour,  and  by  his 
owne  headie  opinion  commeth  foone  to  mine:  be- 
caufe  it  is  impoffible  to  effect  any  thing  well,  vnleffe  he 
be  guided  by  her  light,  neither  can  hee  be  able  to  dif- 
cerne  good  from  euill,  things  profitable  from  thinges 
preiudiciall  :  but  as  a  blinde  man  doth  venteroufly  tra- 
uaile  without  a  guide,  and  at  euery  ftep  readie  to  ftum- 
ble :  so  hee  that  is  ignorant  in  plotting  his  affaires,  wa- 
deth  in  darkeneffe,  wherein  euery  ftorme  of  triall  doth 
ouerturne  his  pollicie. 

A  prudent  man,  is  fo  cautelous  and  vigillant,  as  wel 
in  the  confideration  of  fore-paffed  daungers,  as  in  pre- 
iudicating  perills  to  come,  that  he  meeteth  with  euerie 
mifchiefe,  and  is  not  ouertaken,  with  fion  putaui,  had 
I  wift  :  for  hauing  set  his  rest  on  a  firme  ground,  doth  not 
doubt  but  expeft,  not  repet  in  the  end,  but  reioice  in  the 
whole  action  :  fo  that  (he  regardeth  things  pad,  prefent, 
and  to  come,  and  bendeth  her  force  to  that  part  that,  is 
needfull,  to  defend  the  weakeneffe  of  reafon,  and  when 
(he  hath  drawne  out  the  plot,  which  honeftie  doth  re- 
quire, committeth  it  to  Sapience,  which  as  a  hand-maide, 
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is  readie  to  execute  that  in  the   outward    worke,  which 
before  was  determined.      The  main  difference  betweene 
thefe  two,   is,   the  former  is   a    generall  comprehending 
and   knowledge  of  things  ;    the  other  an   experience  of 
that  in  action.     For  as  by  reafoning,  reading,  and  conuer- 
fing  with  wife  men,  a  man  may  vnderftand  much  :    yet 
without  practife  all  is  nothing.     Before  a  Phifition  doth 
minifter  to  his  Patient,  he  fearcheth   into   the   nature   of 
the  difeafe,   and   acquaints    himfelfe    with    the    (late    of 
the  body,  which  hauing  once  found  out,  it  is  to  no  end 
if  he  apply  not  himfelfe  in  outward   meanes,  to  benefite 
the  ficke  perfon  with  his  potion  :   So  if  there  be  but  a  de-  Scire  tuum 
fufed  knowledge  of  things,  and  as  it  were  fuch  a  collec- '''^"(^•,*^ 
tion,  as  by  it  the  vnderftanding  is  bettered,  and  no  out-  ^^^^^  ^j^^ 
ward   demonftration,   it  is  as  treafure  hid   in   the  earth 
and  ferues  for  no  vfe :   for  there  be  markes  to  knowe  a 
prudent    man  by,   if   hee    be    vniuftly  vexed,    troubled,  Ennius. 
or    in    pouertie,    sicknesse,  and    toffed    too    and    fro    in 
miferie:   if  he   reioyce  in   thefe  afflictions,  and  patiently  Notes  of  a 
beare  the  croffe,  the  fame  is  a  prudent  man,  and  his  fuf-  ^^^  ™"*- 
fring  maketh  it  a  meane  to  him  :  but  when  a  man  is  cha- 
ftifed    either    in    body    or    goods,    and    will    not    fuffer 
without  griefe  and  muttering,  the  fame  is  a  vitious  and 
imprudent  man.      To  be  briefe,  fhe  is  the  right  difpofer 
of  all  things,  an  enemie  to  ignorance,  the  key  of  know- 
ledge,  which   openeth    the    rich    treafure    of   diuine  and 
humane  things  ;  doing  nothing  but  that  which  is  right, 
iuft,  and  praife-worthy. 

luftice,  is  a  vertue  that  giueth  to  eueryman  his  owne,  jufticc 
fhe  firft  and  principall  part  whereof  is,  and  euer  was,  to 
doo  God  that  honour  which  is  due  to  his  diuine  maie- 
ftie,  confiding  in  feare,  loue,  &  reuerence ;  for  as   luftice 
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will  equally  render  to  eueiy  man  his  owne,  &  bring  dif- 
cording  things  to  an  equalitie,  by  confidering  the  diffe- 
rence betweene  them  :  fo  much  more  and  mod  of  all, 
it  is  mod  iuft,  to  loue  God,  of  whom  wee  haue  all  that 
we  haue,  and  being  periflied  by  originall  corruption, 
were  eftfoones  recouered,  by  the  fufferings  of  his  fon : 
this  part  of  luftice,  ought  to  be  imbraced  with  other  af- 
feftio  than  the  Heathen,  who  wandring  in  the  darknes 
of  ignorance  know  not  God  as  he  is.  A  iuft  man  coue- 
teth  not  that  that  is  an  others,  but  rather  neglefleth  his 
owne  for  the  good  of  the  Common-wealth,  nor  with  a 
greedie  humor,  doth  incroach  vpon  his  neighbors  pof- 
feflion.  Without  luftice,  no  eftate  can  fubfift  for  all  ver- 
tues are  comprehended  vnder  the  name  of  luftice,  of 
which  a  man  is  faid  to  be  a  good  man,  for  all  the  other 
vertues  cannot  make  a  man  good,  if  luftice  be  abfent. 
Tally  calleth  her  the  Lady  &  Queen  of  all  other  vertues; 
by  her  is  the  focietie  of  man  preferued:  the  moft  excellet 
bleffing  that  euer  God  gaue  to  man  was,  to  be  gouerned 
by  luftice,  which  bridleth  the  hot  fury  of  the  wicked, 
comforteth  the  innocent,  &  equally  decideth  between 
Meunty  &  Tuu,  And  he  that  is  exercifed  herein,  his  mind 
is  lifted  vp  to  the  apprehenfion  of  greater  wifdome.  For 
howfoeuer  the  world  is  troubled  with  hurly  burly,  yet 
the  quietneffe  of  his  minde  is  no  whit  diftracted,  but  re- 
fting  in  fecuritie  fmileth  at  the  worlds  turbulent  ftate. 
Finally  it  is  a  bloud  in  the  vain,  giuing  life  to  the  whole 
body,  the  head  of  all  vertues :  for  of  her  felfe  ftie  may  do 
many  things,  but  without  her  the  reft  can  doo  nothing 
rightly. 
Fortitude.  Fortitude  is   a  greatneffe  of  mind,  which  without  fu- 

rious or  rafti  refolution,  feareth  not  to  hazard  it  felfe  in 
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the  greateft  perils,  and  with  eager  pursuite  to  hunt  after 
honourable  aflions,  thirfting  after  glory,  not  respefling 
the  tedious  difficultie  of  the  paflages  therevnto,  to  en- 
counter with  dangers,  wade  through  the  myftie  clouds 
of  darknes,  &  willingly  endure  all  bitternes  of  fortune, 
for  the  fafegard  of  the  country:  fuch  were  Scipiones,  Fa- 
bij\  AldbiadeSy  Hannibal,  &c,  who  by  their  valour  &  great 
prowes,  reached  to  the  top  of  honour.  Neither  is  true 
Fortitude  meafured  by  the  compaffe  of  a  great  body, 
nor  by  dooing  great  enterprifes,  in  refpeft  of  the 
huge  ftature,  but  by  a  fierce  and  couragious  fpirit,  ftri- 
uing  in  a  good  caufe:  the  caufe  is  all,  it  is  not  the  torment  maketra  ^ 
that  maketh  a  Martyr,  but  the  caufe  for  which  he  suffe-  Martyr. 
reth.  So  that  to  fpeake  properly,  Fortitude  is  that  which 
is  granted  vpon  good  cause,  &  poflible  to  be  atchieued: 
fuch  true  valour  was  in  Dauid,  who  could  not  abide  to 
heare  the  name  of  God  blafphemed  by  fuch  a  monfter 
as  Goliah^  &  therefore  knowing  God  would  aide  his  en- 
terprife,  he  relyed  not  vpon  his  owne  ftrength,  but  caft 
off  all  vaine  glory ;  for  when  matters  are  rightly  attemp- 
ted, many  ftraunge  aduentures  proceed,  euen  as  it  were 
by  myracle :  a  iuft  &  honeft  caufe  maketh  a  man  bolde, 
hardie,  and  venterous,  to  ftriue  againft  one  of  greater 
force  ;  as  King  Alexattder,  being  of  fmall  body,  fought 
hand  to  hand  with  Porrus,  which  was  a  more  mightie 
man  :  it  is  not  then  any  great  perfon  or  huge  CoUoffe, 
that  can  triumph  ouer  a  good  caufe. 

The  Romaine  Scipio  was  wont  to  say,  no  man  ought 
to  leuie  war,  or  fight  with  his  enemie  without  iuft  caufe 
offred  :  but  if  hee  were  prouoked  by  an  uniuft  intrufion, 
it  booteth  not  to  tarry  til  they  come,  but  intercept  the  in 
comming,  for  fuch  caufe  giueth  encouragement  to  set 
vpon  them  freely. 
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As  when  our  common  enemies  in  88.  with  their  Spa- 
The  Spanish  nifli  braues  meant  to  haue  inuaded  our  Territories,  and 
raua  oes.  ^^1^  armed  with  inftruments  of  tirannie  to  infult  ouer 
o4r  natio,  and  to  bring  our  necks  into  a  Spanifli  yoake, 
it  pleafed  God  to  abate  their  pride,  and  turne  their  cru- 
elties into  their  owne  bofomes.  Heere  was  caufe  to 
make  a  coward  valiant,  and  the  fearefull  forward  to 
fight,  becaufe  he  was  compelled  to  take  vp  weapons  for 
his  owne  safetie ;  and  he  that  will  not  defend  himfelfe,  is 
not  worthy  to  Hue  in  peace,  efpecially  when  his  wife, 
children,  father,  mother,  brothers,  fifters,  yea  the  whole 
Countrey  is  in  daunger  to  be  to  torne  and  rent  in  peeces 
by  fauage  and  mercileffe  tyrants.  When  it  is  for  a  com- 
mon defence,  is  not  he  a  wretch  that  will  sit  ftill  and  see 
his  mothers  throate  cut?  What  if  he  dye  in  the  con- 
flict? were  he  not  better  to  dye  honourably  like  a  Mar- 
tyr and  fouldier  of  Chrift,  then  Hue  to  fee  the  ruine  and 
defolation  of  his  whole  Countrey  ?  wherefore  no  man 
ought  to  ftagger  or  faint  at  a  good  caufe,  but  bee  the 
more  imboldened,  becaufe  it  giuetli  good  encourage- 
ment. We  may  call  to  mind,  and  we  cannot  remember 
it  too  often,  the  ouerthrowe  they  then  had,  not  fimply 
in  refpefl  of  our  owne  proweffe,  but  by  the  affiftance  of 
a  higher  power,  we  being  but  a  poore  handfull  to  their 
great  multitude ;  they  came  like  Briariiis,  threatning  the 
heauens,  and  cafting  mountains  at  lupiter ;  yet  theyr 
glorious  tytle  of  inuincible  was  confounded,  to  theyr 
GoJ  gaue  tiie  fhame,  and  our  glory  :  this  we  may  thinke  vpon  with  re- 
victoric.  uerence,   but  afcribe   the  honour  of  the  victorie  to  him 

by  whofe  meanes  it  was  wrought.  If  warre  be  leuied 
without  caufe,  or  if  one  man  fhall  be  fo  foole-hardie  to 
attempt   things   impoflible,  and   prefume   on   his  ftrength 
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to  afTaile  a  great  many,  beyond  hope  to  vanquifh,  it  is 
no  maruaile,  if  the  fucceffe  fall  out  againft  his  defire,  for 
Ne  Hercules  contra  duos.  For  Hercules  himfelfe  held  it 
oddes  to  deale  with  two  :  but  when  for  the  common 
good  of  the  Countrey  (as  I  faid  before)  any  man  ftiall 
vndertake  fome  hard  aduenture  to  free  it  of  fome  im- 
minent periU  (if  fent  by  imperiall  commaund)  though 
he  loofe  his  life  in  the  aftion,  yet  for  that  hee  is  indued 
with  true  Fortitude,  doth  winne  immortalitie :  as  the 
three  Romans  called  Decij\  who  for  the  fafegard  of  their 
Countrey  auowed  to  dye,  and  with  refolute  and  vn- 
daunted  courages,  pierced  the  hod  of  their  enemies, 
and  though  they  loft  their  Hues,  yet  by  their  ftout  ex- 
ample gaue  fuch  audacitie  and  courage  to  the  reft  of 
the  Romaines  by  prouoking  them  forward,  as  they  ea- 
fily  obtained  the  viftorie,  which  was  thought  to  be  vn- 
conquerable.  I  might  fpeake  the  like  of  Codrus^  Marcari- 
us,  Cur/ius,  Marcus,  and  Regius,  which  dyed  moft  wil- 
lingly for  their  Countrey.  I  might  recite  here  alfo  a  Ca- 
talogue of  thofe  valorous  Englifh  Knights,  that  haue 
honourably  yeelded  vp  their  liues  on  the  field  of  Mars, 
for  their  Prince  and  Countrey :  but  that  I  intend  not 
now  to  make  an  Apologie  of  this  Vertue,  but  referre  it 
to  a  Treatife  of  luftice,  which  I  fuppofe  ftiall  succeed 
this  worke,  efpecially  vpon  the  improuement  of  this, 
God  giuing  mee  time  and  quietneffe  of  minde  to  per- 
forme  that 

This  manlineffe  is  a  Vertue  that  fighteth  in  defence 
of  equitie  and  luft  dealing :  but  we  neuer  finde  that  any 
man  got  true  praife  and  honour  by  rafli  furie;  for  no- 
thing is  honeft  that  is  voyd  of  luftice.  He  that  is  haftie 
to  furprife  a  man,  &   foone  moued  to  impatiencie  with- 
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out  iuft  cause  doth  rather  merit  the  name  of  leaud 
boldneffe,  then  manly  courage,  becaufe  this  Vertue 
ftandeth  in  honeft  deeds,  and  not  in  vaine  glory,  and  be- 
ing truly  carried,  ferueth  as  a  hammer  to  beate  downe 
thofe  Vices,  that  oppofe  themfelues  to  the  beautie  of 
Vertue  \  which  chiefly  doth  appeare,  when  preferment 
doth  lift  a  man  aloft,  by  imbracing  humilitie,  and  ouer- 
comming  pride,  which  foone  creepes  vpon  the  aduan- 
ced :  or  if  tofled  in  aduerfitie  he  be  vigorous  and  beare 
an  inuincible  courage,  to  combat  againft  the  paflion  of 
the  minde,  which  is  ready  bafely  to  decline :  for  what- 
soeuer  falleth  out  crookedly,  is  turned  to  the  better 
part:  (he  inableth  to  vndergoe  damage,  to  beare  iniurie, 
to  be  patient,  and  not  to  flirre,  but  for  a  common  good, 
or  his  priuate  defence,  when  a  violent  intrufion  is  made 
vnto  his  perfon. 

Many  hide  themselues  vnder  the  wings  of  this  Ver^ 
tue^  that  neuer  feeke  to  apprehend  her  aright,  and  would 
True  valour  feeme  valorous  and  magnanimous,  when  they  are  but 
white-liuerd  cowards  and  mifcreants :  as  many  of  thefe 
brawlers  and  fwaftibucklers,  whofe  hot  bloud  once  ftir- 
red,  cannot  be  cooled  without  reuenge  and  field-mee- 
tings, which  for  euery  light  caufe  they  vndertake,  and 
fo  violently  fwaid  with  fury,  that  they  rufli  forward  in- 
to all  defperation,  without  reuerence  of  the  lawes  of 
God,  the  law  of  nature,  loue,  charitie,  &  which  is  aboue 
all  care  of  their  owne  faluation,  do  arrogant  to  them- 
felues glory,  by  defacing  and  fpoyling  the  Image  of 
their  Creator.  The  fonnes  of  Cain  thus  maistred  with 
wrathful  furie,  murder  and  dismember  their  bretheren, 
and  as  catiues  and  flaues  bend  the  will  to  fuch  inhu- 
mane crueltie,   and    fo  become    branded    to   euerlafting 
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deftruftion.  Now  if  all  Vertue  doth  confift  in  obeying 
God,  keeping  his  lawes,  maiftring  wicked  anger,  and 
holding  concord,  how  can  that  be  praifed  which  is  a- 
gainft  fuch  a  bleffed  affembly  of  vertues  ?  or  how  thinke 
they,  that  that  offence  can  be  remitted,  which  is  abhor- 
red, detefted,  &  fo  exprefly  prohibited  in  the  fixt  Com- 
maundement?  men  ought  to  line  in  Chriftian  amitie, 
and  leaue  all  reuenge  to  him,  who  faith,  Vengeance  is 
mine,  and  I  will  repay  it.  The  poore  Cinick,  when  one 
had  hit  him  on  the  eare,  I  thought  (quoth  he)  I  had  left 
one  place  vncouered. 

Socrates  being  tolde  one  ipake  many  railing  and  euil  The  patience 
words  of  him,  was  no  whit  moued  thereat:  and  being ^^y''^*-^J^^"* 
aiked  why  he  would  beare  fo  great  indignitie,  anfwe- 
red ;  if  he  fpake  truth,  I  haue  no  caufe  to  be  grieued,  be- 
ing iuftly  blamed ;  if  falfe,  I  haue  leffe  caufe  to  be  angry, 
becaufe  that  which  hee  fpake  pertained  not  to  mee. 
O  that  men  would  leame  patience!  and  not  fo  of- 
ten fight  and  murder  one  an  other,  for  verball  and 
idle  quarells :  for  now  if  one  amongft  a  hundred  be  pa- 
tient, quiet,  will  carrie  coales,  and  meekely  fuffer  re- 
buke, he  is  noted  of  cowardize,  and  deuoyd  of  manly 
parts. 

Now  laftly  foUoweth  Temperance,  as  a  fad  and  fo- 
ber  Matron,  a  prouident  gfuide  and  wife  Nurfe,  awai- Temperance. 
ting  that  voluptuouffneffe  haue  no  preheminence  in 
the  foule  of  man:  the  mod  glorious  Vertue  in  any  kinde 
of  eftate,  ftie  ordereth  the  affeftions  with  continencie, 
an  enemie  to  lull,  and  a  mediocritie  in  the  pleafures 
of  the  body,  whofe  office  is  to  couet  nothing  that 
may    bee    repented    of    afterwarde,    nor     to     exceede 
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the  boundes  of  modeftie,  but  to  keepe  defire  vnder  the 

yoake  of  reafon.     Of  the  lyneaments  of  her  perfeflion, 

the  whole  world   doth   fubfift  and  abide,  euen  from  the 

lowed   to    the   higheft,  without   whom    our    lufts    would 

ouerthrowe    our    vnderftanding,    and    the    body    rebell 

againft  aU  good  order,  and   the    habit   of  reafon  wholy 

fuppreffed:    for  (hee   tempereth    and    keepeth    in   frame 

the  whole  body  of  man,  without  whofe  aide  many  ene- 

This  little     mies  would  creepe  in,  and  infeft  our  beft  parts,  and  vt- 

microcofinie     terly  ruinate  and    caft   downe   the    bulwarke    of  reafon, 

isvpheldby    ^„j  ^^11^3  ^f  vnderftanding:    but  hee  that  doth  facri- 

Temperance. 

fice  his  endeuours  to  fo  diuine  an  efTence,  fwimmeth 
fafe  betweene  two  Riuers  deuoyd  of  daunger.  Ex- 
treames  are  euer  hurtfuU ;  for  if  a  man  eate  too  much  or 
too  little,  doth  it  not  hurt  the  body  ?  fo  is  it  of  too  im- 
moderate labour,  or  too  much  idleneffe,  of  too  much 
boldneffe,  and  too  much  cowardneffe:  thefe  extremi- 
ties are  vicious  and  euill,  but  the  meane  doth  temper 
them  both. 

No  man  is  wife,  happy,  or  any  thing  worth,  if  Tem- 
perance fquare  not  out  the  courfe  of  his  life.  And  here- 
in the  benefite  of  olde  age  is  to  bee  honoured,  for 
that  it  hath  this  preheminence  ouer  youth,  time  hath 
weakened  theyr  affe6lions,  abated  their  courage,  and 
ftayed  the  intemperate  blaftes  of  vnbrideled  libertie, 
and  by  long  experience  haue  gotte  a  more  large  porti5 
then  they,  whofe  affeftions  being  ftrong  and  difcretion 
weake,  fet  themfelues  againft  this  Vertue^  [and]  eclipfe 
her  brightneffe  with  the  fogges  of  ignorance.  And 
for  this  caufe  haue  wife  men  fo  ioyfuUy  embraced  olde 
age,  which  Tully  fo  highly  applaudes  in  his  booke  De 
SeneSlute, 
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This  is  guided  by  Prudence^  which  doth  gouerne  the 
life  of  man  with  fuch  reafon,  as  fhee  is  euer  carefull  for 
the  welfare  of  the  body,  by  curbing  thofe  paffions  of  the 
mind,  which  are  vehement  and  vnruly :  by  her  the  mind 
is  made  capable  of  honeft  aftions,  and  beautiful!  de- 
meanours, and  like  a  prouident  gouerneffe,  ruleth  ouer 
concupifcence  &  flouds  of  lulls,  which  would  elfe  fur- 
round  the  puritie  of  the  minde.  A  potion  to  purge  the 
foule,  an  Antidote  againft  pride,  and  a  valiant  tryum- 
pher  ouer  flaming  defires,  not  like  ^tna,  too  hotte,  or  ^ 
CaucaJ/us  too  colde:  but  is  content  betweene  both,  and 
reioyceth  in  it 

If  the  bodie  be  not  dieted  with  moderation,  it  will 
proue  a  ftubbome  feruant  to  the  foule,  vnfruitfuU,  fit  for 
nothing  but  thorny  cogitations,  the  greateft  enemies  to 
the  fpirituall  powers  that  can  be ;  for  the  flefti  pampered 
in  delicates,  or  kept  fhort  of  her  naturall  needments,  is 
effeminated,  corrupted,  and  weakened,  and  many  dif- 
eafes  be  gotten,  which  are  all  ftaid  by  a  meane  and  tem- 
perate dyet  and  the  boyling  lufts  of  the  bodie  affwaged. 

Thus  farre  of  thefe  Vertues:  more  might  be  added, 
if  I  meant  to  intreat  of  them  at  large :  but  this  briefe  re- 
capitulation, may  ferue  as  an  introduftion,  to  our  fol- 
lowing difcourfe.  Omnis  virtus^  vna  virtus  ab/olutUy  All  ^^'^'>- 
Vertues,  are  but  one  fimple  Vertue,  being  chained  and 
linked  fo  neer  together,  as  one  cannot  be  fundred  from 
the  other,  without  difparagement  of  the  whole.  For- 
titude is  a  noble  Vertue^  but  if  deftitute  of  luJHcey  fhee  is 
hurtfuU  to  the  good ;  if  Temporance  keepe  her  not  vnder 
fhe  will  tume  into  rage ;  and  if  Prudence  be  abfent,  they 
all  fall  into  error.  There  is  a  mutuall  league,  proximitie 
and  neare  acquaintance,  which  doth  conglutinate  and 
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ioyne  them  all  in  one,  one  muft  haue  relation  to  an  o- 
ther,  and  follow  by  degrees;  Pieties  Truth,  and  Tern- 
perance,  muft  march  before  Fortitude  \  In  a  word,  Vertue 
is  no  other  but  Vitiutn  fugere :  hating  Vice,  and  loathing 
euil,  and  we  better  knowe  her  by  her  contrary,  then 
by  her  felfe,  which  doth  make  the  imagination  gesse 
at  Vertue  a  farre  off:  fo  that  knowing  Vice,  is  a  good 
grounde  of  Vertue,  whereby  the  inwarde  powers  are 
helde  in,  with  vnfpotted  fimplicitie,  farre  more  better 
then  fuch  as  cunningly  feeke  to  knowe  what  Vertue  is, 
then  willingly  betake  themfelues  to  follow  it  in  theyr 
life,  fo  that  knowledge  is  not  enough  alone,  vnleffe  it 
be  praftifed  by  outward  a£lion :  for  it  is  better  to  doo 
wifely,  then  wifely  to  deuife. 

So  that  is  generall,  Vertue  rightly  carried,  compre- 
hendeth  whatfoeuer  is  conducing  and  leading  to  a 
good  and  holy  life,  and  hee  that  once  hath  tafted  the 
fweetneffe  of  one,  is  drawne  with  much  defire  to  an 
other;  one  good  thing  begetteth  an  other,  and  taking 
once  a  deep  impreffion,  his  eftate  is  thereby  prefer- 
ued  incorruptible  without  chaunge:  whereas  if  a  man 
taketh  holde  on  extemall  goods,  and  leane  to  the 
mutabilitie  of  Fortune,  doth  often  ftumble  vpon  ma- 
ny daungerous  Rockes,  and  fall  into  wretchedneffe, 
when  Vertue  will  firmely  vpholde  a  man  in  the  midft  of 
all  calamitie. 
Horatius,  VilHus  argentum  eji  aura,  virtutidus  aurum. 

Siluer  is  cheaper  then  Gold,  and  Gold  of  leffe  price 
then  Vertue,  She  is  of  great  moment  and  moft  inefti- 
mable  value,  although  a  carnall  and  groffe  minde,  can- 
not equally  deeme  the  price  of  fo  rare  a  lewell;  for 
where    ignorance    doth    couer    the    minde,  (he   is   reiec- 
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ted  and  held  of  bafe  efteeme:  as  a  fimple  peafant 
trampleth  many  wholfome  hearbes  vnderfoote,  which 
a  flcilfuU  herbalift  would  carefully  gather  vp,  &  extract 
fome  rare  quinteflence  out  of  theyr  hidden  fecrets. 
Wilt  thou  build  thy  fafetie  vpon  a  fure  foundation  ? 
then  here  is  the  rocke  that  no  tempeft  can  (hake ;  here  is 
a  ftielter  to  defend  thee  from  perils,  a  fafegard  to  pre- 
ferue  the  puritie  of  the  foule,  from  beeing  polluted  by 
the  concupifence  of  the  body,  and  though  neuer  fo 
many  (lormes  of  aduerfitie  and  fhewers  of  perfecution, 
beate  vpon  thee  (being  in  this  world  as  in  a  wildernefle 
of  woes)  yet  flirowding  thy  felfe  vnder  the  Cannapie 
of  VertUBy  thou  ioyeft  in  the  middeft  of  all  forrow,  and 
though  the  whole  world  be  of  an  vprore,  yet  what  is 
that  to  thee?  thou  art  no  whit  moued  thereat,  for  Anu 
mo  coelejlia  tangis,  thy  affeftions  are  mounted  vp  to 
heauen,  &  thy  mind  aduanced  aboue  all  earthly  weak- 
neffe. 

It  is  not  onely  hard,  but  very  difficill  to  finde  out, 
which  of  the  Vertues  are  moft  predominant,  that  the 
viftory  may  be  imputed  to  her,  becaufe  they  are  all  knit 
in  one  fmgle  vnlon,  for  the  good  of  the  foule.  For  as  one 
linke  of  a  chaine  draweth  an  other,  and  an  other  after, 
til  it  come  to  the  laft,  the  Antecedent  the  Relatiue:  fo 
one  Vertue  is  an  Adamant  that  draweth  an  other  Ver- 
tue  vnto  it. 

And  though  fliee  take  vp  her  lodging  in  a  crooked 
and  deformed  body  (as  flie  is  euer  readie  to  dwel  where 
ftiee  findeth  the  heart  yeeldable  to  honeftie)  yet  pene- 
trating with  inward  defire,  and  bringing  the  ftragling 
powers  of  the  minde  to  a  vniformitie,  doth  make  vp  the 
want    of    nature,   with    a   fupply  of  grace,   caufing   him 
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(hine  like  Chriftall;  for  when  the  life  is  laudably  lead, 
there  appeareth  fo  great  a  glory,  that  it  is  not  onely  ad- 
mirable to  the  eyes  of  man,  by  reafon  of  formall  carri- 
age in  humanitie:  but  alfo  high  pleafmg  to  God,  by 
the  intelleftuall  goodneffe:  Vertue^  is  the  fpurre  of 
Honour.  It  is  not  the  aboundance  of  wealth  and 
great  dig^itie,  that  maketh  a  man  truly  noble :  but  the 
poffeffion  of  Vertiie,  which  is  true  honour  and  auncient 
riches,  and  it  is  not  gotten  by  loytering  Idleneffe ;  but 
with  induflrie  and  much  labour,  for  Ardua  virtutis  via 
est,  Tis  labours  force  that  carrieth  a  man  to  Vertue\  a  hard 
entrance,  a  continuall  perfeuerance,  becaufe  he  muft  en- 
counter againft  his  pafTions,  and  flop  the  flouds  of  in- 
temperance: for  fuch  high  and  admirable  things  can- 
not be  had  without  effefluall  indeuour,  and  by  how 
much  the  more  ftraighter  the  paffage  is  therevnto ;  by  fo 
much  the  more  carefull  muft  hee  be,  leaft  it  flip  away 
through  arrc^ance  or  vaine-glory:  for  in  Vertue,  pride 
begins  to  fwell,  or  fome  Vice  or  other  to  creep  in,  which 
if  not  beate  back  at  the  firft,  wil  hazard  the  whole  frame 
of  Vertue;  or  beeing  maiftred  by  fome  ouer-weening 
thought,  or  singularly  carried  away  with  felfe-loue,  a 
paffion  of  the  minde  difquieting  reafon,  doth  wholly 
eftraunge  himfelfe  from  her  Beatitude  :  loofmg  thofe 
complements  which  formerly  he  was  pofleft  of. 
Maiorno-  The   reward   of   Vertue,  is  true  generofitie,  and  where 

biiUas,  i^  Is  ioyned  With  great  pofleflions,  and  hath  long  conti- 

nued in  the  houfe  of  a  Gentleman,  without  corruption 
of  bloud,  that  nobilitie  is  moft  to  be  honoured,  for  as 
much  as  long  continuance  hath  giuen  it  the  badge  of 
glorie.  Plato,  diuideth  Nobilitie  foure  waies,  the  firft 
faith  he,  are  thofe  that  rife  from  good  and  iuft  parents ; 
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the  fecond  thofe  whose  parents  were  Princes,  or  great 
men ;  the  third  famouzed  for  martiall  exployts ;  the  Quadrifa- 
fourth  which  excell  in  any  kinde  of  learning,  and  iox  rla  nobUitas, 
Vertues  sake  onely  are  feated  in  the  place  of  honour; 
there  latter  are  veri  nobiles,  truly  noble,  made  noble  by  Vera  mbUu 
Vertue.  Yet  if  one  (hall  ftand  vpon  his  riches,  parentage,  *^* 
office,  place,  dignitie,  and  by  thefe  onely  fuppofe  to 
win  the  place  of  true  honour,  he  climeth  a  rotten  lad- 
der: for  what  is  all  this  worlds  pompe,  or  titulary  pre- 
ferments, if  not  atchieued  by  Vertue  i  or  what  doth  great 
birth  auaile  if  hee  debafe  it  by  his  ill  life  ?  or  a  vertuous 
memorie  of  his  aunceftors,  if  hee  follow  not  their  ex- 
ample? are  they  not  like  fmoake  and  vapours,  which 
vanifh  with  the  Sunne?  can  a  man  without  offence  brag 
of  the  Vertues  of  his  auncients,  if  his  owne  life  be  viti- 
ous?  For  hath  he  not  broken  off  the  fucceffion  of  Ver- 
tue by  wilfuU  detraction  ?  wherefore  what  worldly  glo- 
ry foeuer  is  otherwife  had,  is  filched,  and  her  chaftitie 
at  no  hand  will  bee  defiled  with  fuch  baftardly  plants. 
Prayfes  and  commendations  waite  euer  on  Vertue, 
And  therefore  Tully  in  his  Tufcul:  queftions,  defineth 
honour  to  be  a  vnion  of  praifes  of  good  men,  which 
iudge  of  Vertue  without  partialitie,  and  not  by  the  opi- 
nion of  the  multitude,  which  looke  more  to  a  veluet 
lacket,  the  outward  brauerie,  then  to  the  minde  how  it 
is  qualified :  fo  that  the  nobleneffe  of  man  is  his  vertue, 
and  they  ought  to  be  called  noble  &  honorable,  which 
are  moft  honeft  and  vertuous. 

If  I  (hould  enter  into  the  wonderful  account  which 
the  Heathen  made  of  Vertue^  I  might  fhewe  how  Numa 
Pomfilius,  was  taken  from  the  plough,  and  chofen  the 
fecond  King  of  the  Romanes:  what  was  the  caufe  think 
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yee?  but  his  Vertue  and  wifedome,  for  which  they 
thought  him  worthy  of  fo  high  a»  calling;  this  they 
reckened  true  nobilitie:  likewife  Quintius,  a  poore 
Hulbandman,  was  made  Diftator,  which  was  a  great 
office,  and  for  three  moneths  had  a  Regall  power,  and 
when  he  had  ended  his  office,  went  againe  to  his  olde 
labour  without  indignitie  to  his  perfon,  or  derogating 
ought  from  his  worthinefle:  of  this  high  eftimation  was 
Vertue  among  them. 

He  that  is  nobly  borne,  and  defcended  of  an  aun- 
tient  houfe,  fliould  beare  in  his  mind  the  remembrance 
of  his  birth,  and  frame  himfelfe  to  imitate  his  parents  in 
Vertue,  as  well  as  hee  looketh  to  poffeffe  their  inheri- 
tance, and  ioyning  thofe  two  in  one,  is  truly  noble:  for 
if  his  auntients  were  more  noble  then  he,  whofe  digni- 
tie  he  enioyeth,  his  praife  is  diminiflied,  and  becom- 
meth  a  bye-word  and  a  reproach,  among  them  that 
haue  heard  of  the  former  Vertue;  or  if  they  were  vici- 
ous and  of  euill  life,  then  to  auoyd  the  fcandal  in  him- 
felfe, to  abhorre  the  like,  and  couet  to  Hue  in  Vertue  \ 
fo  (hall  he  purchafe  true  honour  to  his  riches,  and  wor- 
thily be  deemed  to  enioy  the  inheritance.  And  there  is 
great  reafon  to  induce  him  therevnto :  for  of  fuch  a  one 
tliere  is  a  generall  expe6lation  of  fome  notable  Vertue; 
the  eyes  of  all  men  are  bent  vpon  him  as  on  a  Commet 
or  blazing  ftarre,  prying  narrowly  into  him  how  hee  H- 
ueth,  what  he  doth,  to  what  fcience  he  bedeth  his  mind, 
and  what  good  hee  doth  in  the  Common-wealth,  for 
which  he  is  borne,  and  as  if  his  priuate  aftions  (hould 
be  openly  done,  no  one  word  or  deed  of  his  can  efcape 
the  common  cenfure.  It  is  the  more  behouefuU,  then  to 
apply  the  mind  to  laudable  aftions,  &  to  do  good  in  the 
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place  where  he  is,  for  fo  much  as  he  may  appropriate  to 
himfelfe  a  good  report  for  well  doing,  &  by  that  means 
participate  the  heartie  prayers,  and  many  good  wiflies 
of  the  common  people ;  gaine  their  loue,  and  induce  the 
with  more  facilitie,  by  his  good  example,  to  trace  in  the 
wholfome  path  that  leadeth  to  the  houfe  of  honour. 

Likewife  the  vnknowne,  the  iffue  of  a  bafe  ftocke 
obfcurely  brought  vp,  if  he  wil  be  aduanced  to  the  type 
of  honour,  muft  addifl  himfelfe  to  Vertue^  which  will 
be  fo  much  the  more  glorious  at  the  laft,  by  how  much 
more  obuious  his  eftate  was  at  firft.  And  this  I  fup- 
pofe,  (hould  be  a  fpurre  or  goade  to  pufli  them  forward, 
becaufe  they  (hall  not  onely  bee  admired  by  the  praifes 
of  the  good,  which  are  the  badges  and  fimballes  of  Ver- 
tue,  but  alfo  acquire  perpetuall  fame  and  renowme,  as 
the  furname  thereof.  What  ftiould  I  fay  ?  Vertue  is  a  The  commo- 
peareleffe  and  precious  lewell,  fo  rare  and  excellent,  <^^*«.°^V"' 
that  it  can  neither  bee  fufficiently  commended,  "or^^^^y^ 
worthily  efteemed :  all  humane  things  doo  faint,  faile, 
finke  downe,  and  decay,  when  that  onely  will  abide  for 
euer,  an  honour  for  youth,  a  crowne  to  age,  a  comfort 
in  profperitie,  a  fuccour  in  aduerfitie,  delightfuU  at 
home,  not  burthenfome  abroad,  &  a  pleafant  walking- 
mate  to  accompany  a  man  wherefoeuer  hee  goeth. 
What  a  diuine  glory  is  heere  ?  that  ftriketh  the  be- 
holder in  admiration,  dazeleth  his  fight,  and  forceth 
the  very  abieft  to  reuerence  him  in  whom  It  dooth 
appeare;  for  (he  is  fo  beautifuU  a  Lady,  as  fhee  maketh 
many  gaze  at  her  a  farre  off,  that  haue  no  power  to 
come  nigh  her,  but  ftriketh  into  wonderment  at  her  in- 
comparable maieftie,  are  metamorphofed,  as  it  were  by 
Medufa. 
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And  howfoeuer  it  is  that  many  are  fo  blockifli  and 
fenceleffe,  that  they  wander  vp  and  downe  like  vaga- 
bounds  and  bafe  peafants,  and  make  no  account  of  Ver- 
tue  and  honeftie  :  yet  are  they  forced,  will  they,  nill 
they,  to  flye  to  her  for  fuccour  in  time  of  want,  and  hide 
their  mifdeeds  vnder  her  golden  wings.  And  verily, 
no  pretence  or  vaine  fhewe  can  preuaile  againft  her, 
but  that  fhe  will  haue  the  iuft  viftory  and  triumph  ouer 
thofe  that  haue  defpifed  her ;  and  when  they  are  on  the 
toppe  of  their  hatefuU  enuye,  they  fhall  wifli  her  com- 
pany, and  defire  to  imbrace  her,  though  it  bee  but 
with  dull  affeftion,  which  the  Poet  well  noteth, 
Virtutem  incolumen  odintus:  fublatam  ex  occulis  querimus 
inuidi.  When  Vertue  doth  offer  her  felfe,  we  denie  her, 
but  afterward  feeke  her  greedily. 

If  thou  therefore,  whatfoeuer  thou  art,  doeft  neg- 
left  to  follow  her  in  time,  thou  (halt  be  taught  by 
experience,  when  it  is  too  late,  what  it  is  to  caft  off 
thy  profered  happineffe,  a  faithful!  teacher,  but  a 
feuere  and  fliarpe  correftor:  feeke  her  then  while 
fhee  may  be  founde,  and  bee  as  readie  to  enter- 
taine  her  into  feruice,  as  fliee  is  willing  to  ferue; 
poffeffe  thy  felfe  of  her,  and  fhee  will  Regifter  thy 
fame  in  her  golden  Booke,  of  neuer  dying  ho- 
nour. 

It  is  not  the  riches  of  Crejfus^  the  tryumphes  of 
Casfavy  the  conquefts  of  Alexander  the  great,  or  any 
worldly  pompe,  can  make  a  man  truly  happie,  or 
crowne  him  with  true  honour,  but  onely  Vertue, 
For  if  wee  value  men  by  outwarde  profperitie,  wee 
deceiue  our  iudgement,  and  fwarue  from  equi- 
tie. 

Touching 
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Touching  wealth,  it  is  like  poyfon  in  a  golden 
cuppe,  and  commonly  where  it  aboundeth  moft, 
there  Vertue  is  fet  by  lead:  a  laborinth  wherein  many 
are  loft,  not  onely  fubiefl  to  chance  and  infraft  for- 
tune, but  alfo  to  mifgouemment,  pride,  ambition,  and 
many  other  vices ;  for  good  manners  oftentimes  is  cor- 
rupted by  ouer-regarding  riches,  and  moderate  difpo- 
fitions  turned  into  greedie  defires ;  graunt  it  lifts  vp  a 
mans  eftate,  to  make  his  delight  fubiefl  to  his  will,  in- 
deed hee  is  fomewhat  the  wealthier,  but  no  whit  the 
honefter,  vnleffe  as  gotten  by  luftice,  fo  vfed  in  Tempe- 
rance, and  diftributed  in  charitie;  and  if  the  rich  man 
bee  alfo  a  good  man,  let  him  take  heed  leaft  they  bee  a 
fting  to  his  confcience,  and  drawe  him  to  Anfull  plea- 
fures. 

So  that  the  verdift,  muft  paffe  vpon  honeftie,  and 
the  qualitie  of  Vertue,  more  precious  then  the  quantitie 
of  mony ;  for  as  a  rich  man  couetous,  gripple,  and  earth- 
ly-minded, is  not  to  bee  refpefted,  fo  a  poore  man  Am- 
ple honeft,  and  well  qualified,  is  to  be  regarded,  fith 
the  one  is  as  a  craggie  flint  ftone,  the  other  a  preti- 
ous  and  princely  Diamond;  and  this  was  the  caufe  a 
Prince  of  Troy  chofe  rather  to  marrie  his  daughter  to  a 
poore  man  honeft  then  a  rich  man  vicious:  For  it  is 
better  (quoth  he)  to  haue  a  man  without  money,  then 
money  without  a  man:  for  Vertue  is  great  riches,  when 
Vice  is  like  a  Iheepe  with  a  golden  fleece;  and  as  the 
wife  fchoole  maifter  I/ocrates,  counfelled  his  Pupill  De- 
fftan,  to  make  more  account  of  a  poore  good  man,  than 
of  a  rich  man  not  fo  honeft. 

Pauper  enim  nan  nan  eft,  cut  rerum  fuppetit  vfus,     Hee  is  Hora  ad 
rich  inough  that  is  content  with  his  ftate.  udum, 
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Vertue  abi- 
deth  to  etcr- 
nitie 


A  foolifli  opi- 
nion. 


We  muft  not  meafure  men,  by  thofe  things  as  are  sub- 
ie6l  to  the  tottering  wheele  of  Fortune,  which  as  Me- 
teors in  the  aire  vaniih  aflbone  as  they  feeme :  but  for 
that  which  is  permanent,  durable,  conftant,  and  firme, 
which  is  Vertue^  onely  Vertue,  and  nothing  but  Vertue; 
and  therefore  leaft  worldly  regard  (hould  ftriue  againll 
reafon,  the  immoderate  care  of  this  life,  muft  be  fprink- 
led  with  the  water  of  prouident  refpefl,  in  confidering 
thofe  inconueniendes  that  rife  out  of  the  roote  of  a- 
boundance:  Mans  felicitie,  is  not  in  riches:  they  are 
gotten  with  paine,  and  loft  with  griefe;  pleafures 
ende  in  forrowe,  vaine-glorie  vaniflieth;  if  we  thinke 
it  is  in  witte,  that  is  perfeft  foUie ;  for  a  wife  man,  euer 
efteemeth  an  other  wifer  then  himfelfe;  Quoad  Deutfiy 
touching  God,  and  in  this  ftandeth  the  greateft  poynt 
of  wifedome,  when  a  man  doth  neither  exalt  himfelfe, 
aboue  a  ftronger  iudgement,  nor  infult  ouer  thofe  that 
be  weake,  but  readie  to  fubmit  his  opinion,  to  a  bet- 
ter information :  and  hath  fuch  a  flender  care  of  his 
owne  woorthineffe,  that  if  he  happe  to  poffeffe  fome 
worldly  honour,  doth  bluftiingly  receiue  it,  as  a  thing 
not  deferued  :  fo  that  we  cannot  find  the  perfeft  good 
we  looke  for,  but  onely  and  altogether,  in  the  exercife 
of  Vertue. 

Yet  now  men  hunt  after  Riches,  as  though  there 
were  no  true  honour  without  it,  and  that  to  be  onely 
rich,  were  to  be  onely  happie,  and  fo  fet  their  felicitie 
on  a  flipperie  foundation :  but  how  falfe  this  opinion 
is,  doth  appeare  alreadie.  For  be  it  that  honour,  be- 
not  giuen  as  our  auncients  did,  onely  to  the  vertuous 
and  good,  yet  (hall  the  vertuous  man  be  praifed,  be 
he    neuer    fo    poore,    euen    of    his    moft    vtter    enemie, 
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as  Metellus  Macidonicus,  praifed  Scipio^  for  his  Vertues 
and  wept  for  his  death,  though  he  were  his  mortall  foe: 
for  no  man,  be  he  neuer  fo  enuious,  can  take  that  from 
him  which  Vertue  hath  merited :  but  muft,  and  will, 
maugre  his  head,  applaud  and  commend  him  for  an  ho- 
neft  man,  euen  behinde  his  backe,  and  be  forced  to  ad- 
mire thofe  good  parts  that  are  in  him,  when  an  other 
man  being  rich,  and  nothing  within,  but  all  without, 
(hall  be  clawde  and  flattered  before  his  face,  but  curfed 
and  bande  behinde  his  backe:  and  this  preheminence  it 
hath,  maugre  the  worldes  malignitie,  that  where  this 
Christian  veritie  doth  (hine,  fhee  forceth  the  gazer  to 
breake  out  into  wonderment,  and  fpread  that  glorious 
rei>ort  which  it  iuftly  meriteth :  yet  there  be  fome  fo  fot- 
tifli  and  madde,  that  though  they  know  themfelues  but 
flattered,  fuppofe  they  be  by  &  by  praifed,  when  he  nei- 
ther fpeaketh  it  with  his  heart,  but  for  fome  carnall  rea- 
fon,  and  they  themfelues  know  it  to  be  falfe  which  hee 
fpeaketh.  Beleeue  no  man  therefore  of  your  owne  good- 
nefle,  better  then  your  felfe,  if  there  bee  ought  in  you 
worthie  of  it:  if  you  deferue  it  not,  thinke  afluredly  they 
doo  but  mock  and  deceiue  you,  and  with  their  tongues 
feeme  to  bee  with  you,  when  their  hearts  be  again(t 
you.  This  is  a  fure  token,  for  a  man  to  fee  into  his 
owne  Vertue,  firft  hee  fueth  not  for  honour,  but  ho- 
nour foUoweth  him;  and  fecondly  is  not  greeued, 
though  he  be  vnregarded,  nor  beareth  indignation  at  o- 
thers  happines,  and  this  fame  thing  is  it  that  we  call  ho- 
nor :  now  feeing  this  worldly  honor  is  of  fo  fmall  price,  A  true  vcrtu- 
it  is  the  part  of  a  bafe  and  vile  mind,  to  beleeue  glozing  ®"*  ™^ 
and  faire  words,  and  grofle  ignorance  it  is  indeed,  to 
build  honour  vpon  the  brainficke  and  rude  opinion. 

Now 
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Now  what  are  all  the  goods  of  this  worlde?  but  a 
troublefome  carriage  &  greeuance,  becaufe  they  bring 
no  affured  comfort,  but  doo  rather  with  their  waight, 
plucke  downe  thofe  minds,  that  be  flying  towards  hea- 
uen,  and  hinder  a  man  in  the  paflage  to  glory. 

Neuerthelefle,  this  might  fomewhat  difmay  the 
weakenefle  of  man  to  ftriue  for  Vertue^  becaufe  com- 
monly it  hath  no  reward  in  this  world,  but  wandreth  vp 
and  downe  naked,  &  forfaken :  but  this  is  no  difparage- 
ment  to  a  good  man ;  for  looke  what  he  poffeffeth,  be  it 
more  or  lefle,  is  fo  moderately  expended,  that  it  is  compe- 
tent and  fufficienty  and  this  is  the  very  fountain,  whence 
all  contentment  proceedeth,  for  being  well  compofed 
within,  regardeth  nothing  without,  but  a  iuft  applaufe 
for  well  doing :  only  couetous,  to  carry  away  a  good  re- 
port of  his  Vertiies,  which  as  Trophies  are  hung  ouer  his 
Tombe,  for  eternall  monuments.  Virtutis  merces^  eadem 
&  labor t  ilia  &  trophium  ejl. 

Touching  fuch  as  are  loaden  with  this  worlds  drofie, 
and   moiftened  with  golden  (howers,  liuing  in  voluptu- 
ous and  vaine  pleafures,  and  defile  thofe  bleflings  with 
their  lufts,  what  fhould  we  thinke  of  this  ?  but  that  the 
great  and  rich  God,  is  content  to  throw  and  fcatter  a- 
bout  his  goods,  among  a  fort  of  pedegjrant  peafants,  and 
infaciable  horfe-leaches,  which   greedily  fcrape  it   vp  to 
fill  their  Gofers,  and  feed  their  lufts :    not  thinking  one 
day  they  muft  recken  of  the  well  imployment 
Riches  puffe        Riches,    not    rightly    ordered,    prouoke    many  hurtfull 
vpmenin       ^nd  wicked  defires:  the  mother  of  pride,  contempt,  dif- 
^"  **  daine,  felfe-loue,  and  the  very  fire  that  bumeth  vp  all 

good    motions,    if   not   quenched    with    moderation;    for 
they  pufFe  vp  a  man  in  opinion  to  be  fome  bodie,  when 
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he  IS  no  body,  and  to  thinke  himfelfe  truly  honourable, 
becaufe  he  is  honoured  of  the  vaine  world:  fuppofing 
that  to  be  rich  in  coftly  futes,  is  the  onely  glory.  This 
makes  them  fpume  at  all  good  aduertifements,  and  de- 
fpife  Chriftian  admonitions;  for  how  commeth  it  to 
pafle,  that  fo  many  great,  rich,  and  mightie  men  of  the 
world,  are  fome  Athifts,  Papifts,  Neuters,  Nulla  fidians,  Vaine  ho- 
&c.  and  fo  colde  in  charitie  ?  but  only  this,  impatiencie  *^"'*'- 
of  good  counfell,  being  hard  to  finde  a  faithfull  man, 
that  will  boldly  fpeake  without  partiallitie :  but  either 
is  blinded  with  greatneflfe,  or  driuen  to  filence  for  out- 
ward refpefts,  to  keepe  in  fauour  with  fmooth  words, 
efpecially  when  his  ftate  dependes  vppon  great  men: 
there  is  then  a  Filme  growes  ouer  the  eye-fight,  and 
fuch  a  dimneffe,  as  he  cannot  fee,  no  not  the  Sunne  at 
noone  dayes,  be  it  neuer  fo  cleare  or  fplendidious,  but 
be  rather  as  cloudes  to  hide  their  fhame,  or  inllruments 
to  incite  them  to  more  leaudneffe.  For  if  fuch  a  one 
fall  into  a  groffe  errour,  and  by  his  life  be  a  fcandall  to 
the  good,  liuing  openly  in  fome  vile  crime,  he  (hall  not 
want  trencher-flies,  clawbackes,  and  Sycophants,  that 
wil  crie  peace,  peace,  when  he  is  at  warre  with  his  owne 
confcience,  and  feede  his  humour  with  flattery,  be  his 
life  neuer  fo  finfuU ;  fuch  may  be  fitly  called  feruingmen, 
for  they  neuer  feme  God,  but  foothe  them  vp  to  feme 
their  owne  turae,  they  pretend  much  loue  and  great 
femice,  when  tis  nothing  but  fuperflcial  flattery:  if  thefe 
fee  but  a  fmall  moate  amifle,  a  wrinkle  awry,  how  ten- 
tible  they  be  to  mend  itl  but  though  the  minde  be  ne- 
uer fo  (jpotted  with  vice,  the  eye  cannot  pierce  it,  be  it 
ner  fo  vifible,  and  indeed  if  the  humour  of  their  mai- 
fter,  take  it  in  ill  part,  they  may  chaunce  for  their  in- 
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telligence  to  be  turade  out  of  all  preferment;  O  how 
The  malici-  they  wil  ftorme  if  controwlde  in  their  courfe  1  and  take 
Athiftneucr  j^  exceedingly  ill,  as  though  they  had  a  difpenfation  to 
ders  °"  ^^^  ^^^^  ^'^y  ^*^  without  reproofe,  becaufe  they  are 
great.  If  Preachers  crie  out  againft  vice  in  generall,  then 
is  it  fpecially  applied,  he  ment  me,  he  fpites  me,  and  fo 
goes  about  to  flop  their  mouthes,  by  accufmg  them  of 
rayling  fedition,  or  flaundring:  or  if  priuately  admo- 
nifhed,  then  are  they  bufie,  faflious,  and  ftray  from  their 
text :  yet  for  all  this,  a  good  man  will  not  be  abaftied  to 
whifper  into  their  eares  priuatly,  or  inueigh  j^ainft  vice 
publikely,  come  what  will  come.  Solon  compareth  (not 
vnfitly)  lawes  to  copwebs,  for  that  great  flies  can  breake 
through  at  eafe,  when  the  lefler  are  intangled:  in  like 
manner  great  men  foone  rulh  through  the  walles 
of  lawe,  and  breake  downe  Iron  Gates ;  when  the 
weake  muft  abide  the  extremitie,  and  haue  no  o- 
ther  defence  but  their  owne  innocencie.  Thus  doth 
might  deceiue  them :  but  Auri  facra  fatnes  quid  nonf  what 
cannot  gold  bring  to  pafle  ?  it  can  dim  the  cleared  fight, 
and  raife  vp  an  humble  minde  to  a  haughtie  courage :  is 
it  not  (Irange  that  a  bafe  pedanticall  parafite,  in  hope  of 
a  leafe,  or  fome  fmall  fauour,  fhould  clappe  his  hands  at 
wickednefle .?  and  that  a  man  indued  with  reafon,  and 
hath  the  vfe  of  his  fiue  wittes,  fhould  be  led  by  flattery, 
and  made  blinde  with  plaulible  wordes,  not  to  fee  his 
owne  faultes,  though  they  be  as  thicke  as  the  darknefle 
of  Egipt,  to  be  felt  with  the  hande  and  not  feene  with 
the  eye.?  for  be  it  he  is  fo  obdurate,  that  he  cannot,  or 
will  not  fee  them :  yet  muft  he  needs  be  noted,  poin- 
ted at,  liue  defamed,  as  a  may-game  to  the  worft, 
and  a  lamentable  fpectacle  to  the  beft. 

Ire- 
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I   remember  I   read  once   of  Alexander,  if  happily  I  A  memorable 
can  now  repeate  it,  who  on  a  time  vehemently  blamed  «*^"*P^«  o^* 

•  .      r^  -      -         /         ,       .  ,  ,«./.,  «  Heathen  king. 

his  Steward,  for  that  haumg  ferued  him  fo  long,  and 
bene  fo  conuerfant  in  his  affaires,  fo  familiar  with  his 
priuate  doings,  and  laie  as  it  were  in  his  bofome,  as  if 
he  had  bene  his  fecond  felfe,  that  in  all  the  time  of  his 
feruice  could  not  fpie  ought  amiffe,  to  dimme  his  glo- 
rie :  For  it  is  impoflible  (quoth  hee)  in  fo  many  yeares, 
and  fo  much  opportunitie,  that  I  fhould  neuer  offend 
and  blemifh  my  vertue,  with  fome  difhonourable  a£li- 
on :  deferuing  either  prewarning  in  the  beginning,  or 
reproofe  in  the  ende;  and  fo  expelled  him  his  fer- 
uice. 

Here  is  a  mirrour  of  true  honour,  this  noble  Prince, 
call  off  his  Steward,  becaufe  he    concealde   his  faultes 
amongft   Chriftians,  that   fhould   be   infpired  with  high-  ob/eguhim 
er  wifedome,  the    contrary  is    daily  praftifed :    the  fer-  amkos,  veri- 
uant  fhall  be  difmifl  for  telling  truth,  and  honeft  minds  ^^^'^^" 
purchafe  fhrewde    rebukes;    this    head-flrong  opinion  is 
the  downe-fall  of  all  good  order:    for  when   men-plea- 
fers,   and  claw-backes,   doo    leade    captiuitie    captiue    in 
the  fetters  of  vanitie,  a  multitude  of  honefl  mindes  are 
in  daunger  to  be  feduced,  to  imitate  their  courfe  of  life.  Sycophants 
For  as  the  Marriners  in  a  fhippe,  haue  theyr  eyes  ear- *"^  ^^"°^!' 
nefUy  bent  vpon  the  Maifler,  that  fitteth  at  the  helme,  [^  vertue 
and  readie  at  his  becke  to  doo  his  will;    fo  fuch   men 
as    fland    vp    in    the    Common-wealth,    and    holde    the 
Rudder  of  direftion  in  theyr  handes,  are  duly  watcht, 
and  attentiuely  ouerfeene,  and  according  to  their  aime 
the  common  fort  bend  their  courfe. 

O    howe    riches    mocke    men    with    certaintie,    when 
nothing    is    more     mutable    and    flippery,    with    perfeft 

£  2.  happineffe. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Examples  of 
coDtcmners 
of  money. 


Vertues  Common-wealth, 

happineffe  when  nothing  is  more  wretched:  the  nurfe 
of  pride,  the  fchoole  of  abufe,  and  the  guide  that  leades 
into  many  temptations:  it  is  much  better  rather  to  fhine 
in  Vertue^  then  in  riches.  And  therefore  our  Sauiour 
Chrift  in  the  Gofpell,  compareth  the  felicitie  of  a  rich 
man,  to  an  impoflibilitie :  saying,  that  it  is  as  hard  for 
him  to  climbe  to  heauen,  being  loaden  with  droffe,  as 
for  a  Cammell  to  creepe  through  the  eye  of  a  Needle: 
and  this  made  the  Philofophers  in  their  humane  wife- 
dome,  fo  much  defpife  worldly  honour,  and  vndergoe 
pouertie  with  fo  great  patience.  Annacreon,  hauing  a 
huge  mafle  of  money  fent  him  by  Policraies^  could  ne- 
uer  reft  till  he  was  rid  of  it  againe:  his  minde  troubled, 
his  fleepe  broken,  returned  it  again  to  him  that  fent  it: 
faying  he  neuer  liued  in  fo  great  feare  and  dread  all  his 
life  long,  as  hee  had  done  thofe  two  dayes  while  the 
mony  was  in  his  houfe.  Phocion,  in  like  manner,  when 
the  king  had  fent  him  a  great  beneuolence,  hee  afked 
him  that  brought  it,  what  mooued  his  maifter  to  fend 
him  fo  much  mony,  feeing  the  king  did  not  know  him  ? 
anfwered,  it  was  in  refpeft  of  the  great  fame  he  heard  of 
his  vertues :  If  that  be  the  caufe  (quoth  he)  carry  it  backe 
to  him  againe,  and  let  him  leaue  me  as  I  am,  and  not  by 
increafe  of  wealth  to  diminifti  my  vertues.  Diogines  re- 
fufed  all,  and  craued  nothing,  but  the  common  benefit 
of  the  Sunne,  which  Alexander  had  taken  from  him,  by 
ftanding  betweene  him  and  it. 

Plutarch  reporteth,  that  when  Alexander  vpon  a 
time  came  into  a  poore  barren  Countrey,  thinking  to 
haue  made  fome  great  conqueft,  found  the  inhabitants 
gathering  rootes  &  grafle  to  eate,  neither  vfmg  force  to 
repell  and  keep  him  backe,  nor  any  meanes  to  diiTwade 
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him  from  his  warlike  attempt,  but  as  poore  fnakes,  were 
altogether  bufied  for  their  bellies.      The  King  confide- 
ring    their    pouertie,   and   vnfruitfulneffe    of   their    coun- 
trey,  had  pittie   and  compaflion    on    their    miferie,  and 
bad  them  aske  what  they  would,  and  it  fhould  inconti- 
nently be  graunted.    Quoth  they  (with  one  confent)  giue 
vs  euerlafting  life.    Why  how  can  I  giue  that  (quoth  he) 
that  am  but  a  mortall  man  ?    Then  why  feeke  you  to  win 
the  whole  world,  as    though  y^M  were    immortall,    and 
fhould  neuer  dye?     Zenofiy  Crates^  infinite  were  the  ex- 
amples of  thofe  that  were  rauifhed  with  the  formoffitie 
and  excellent  hue  of   Vertue,  that  they  contemned   mo- 
ney, riches,  pompe:  choofmg  pouertie  for  the  pure  life 
of  perfeflion,  bearing  the  bitterneffe  of  fortune  with  an 
vnconquerable    courage.      The    auntient    viftorious    Ro- 
maines  fought  after   Veriue,  and  by  their  noble  deedes 
and  heroicall  fpirits,  got  the  palme  of  true  honour,  not 
fparing  body  or  goods  to  aduance  the  Comon-wealth ;  xhe  fhadow 
in  fo  much  as  many  of  them  had  not  wherewith  to  en- ofvertue  was 
dowe  theyr  daughters,   nor  which  was  leffe,   to  defraye  ™^"«  «^^" 
Funerall  charges,  but  what  they  had  out  of  the  commo  ^^  h^?u^ 
flore,  which  by  their  conquefts  they  had  fo  greatly  en- then  the  true 
riched,  as  Scipio,  Sylla,  and  the  great  Pompey :  for  then  body  is  now 
Veriuevizs  their  chiefefl  riches.    An  example  we  finde  of  *™°^2tJ»e 
a  noble  captaine,    who    beeing    oflfered  a  great   reward         "^°*" 
by  his  Generall  for  his  knighthood  and  valour  done  in 
feruice,  with    this    gratulation  thou   flialt   bee    paide    in 
riches  for   thy   valour,  and  not  in   honour  for  Vertue ; 
hee    refufed    the    one,    and    tooke    the    other,    counting 
riches  not  worthy  to  bee  matched  with  the  dignitie  of 
Vertue, 
The  Martyrs  in  all   ages  are  much   to  bee  admired, 
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that  being  indued  with  true  fortitude,  did  moil  willing- 
ly embrace  their  deathes,  and  fuffer  their  bodies  to  bee 
rent,  tome,  and  cruelly  burned  by  the  perfecutors, 
for  the  profeffion  of  a  good  confcience;  and  by  theyr 
meeke  fufferings,  gained  perpetuall  honour. 

And  although  it  falleth  out  as  for  the  moft  part  it 
doth,  that  men  indued  with  rare  and  Angular  vertues, 
are  vtterly  forgotten,  and  fcarce  noted  while  they  Hue; 
yet  beeing  dead,  theyr  fame  mounts  \^  to  heauen,  and 
is  divulged  and  fpread  in  the  earth ;  for  the  want  of  a 
good  thing,  is  then  mod  precious  when  it  is  remooued 
fartheft  off.  Cato  was  fcarce  knowne  while  he  lined,  but 
after  his  death,  was  of  great  price ;  and  all  thofe  famous 
Philofophers,  Orators,  fchoole-men,  that  lined  in  dark- 
neffe,  and  were  fo  bafely  efteemed,  yet  wee  fee  by  the 
memorie  of  their  goodly  vertues,  they  now  Hue  againe 
by  being  recommended  from  one  age  to  an  other.  And 
herehence  fprung  the  multiplicitie  of  Heathen  goddes, 
I  meane  from  the  notable  vertues  of  fmgular  men :  for 
the  fooliih  antiquitie,  honoured  men  as  gods  afler  their 
Cicero  de  deathes,  which  eyther  were  of  high  dignitie  while  they 
nat.  deor,  Hued,  of  great  birth,  or  had  done  fome  notable  benefite 
for  their  Countrie:  for  honour  and  reuerence  is  rehi- 
bited  for  fome  certaine  caufe,  rifing  of  extemall  things, 
framed  by  Vertue\  for  honour  is  compounded  of  hone- 
Honorex  ftie.  Hermes,  ox  Mercurius,  was  of  fuch  fame  among  the 
virtuuori*  iEgiptians,  as  hee  was  deified  and  made  a  god,  caUing 
him  the  Meffenger  of  Jupiter.  Mars,  a  great  warriour, 
Bacchus,  the  inuenter  of  wine.  Efculapius,  a  Phifiti- 
on.  PythOy  was  fo  reuerently  thought  of  amongft  the 
Barbarians,  for  that  by  his  Angular  wifedome  hee 
had  withdrawne  the    inhabitants    from    their  vices,  that 
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they  made  of  his  Cottage  a  Temple,  gluing  him,  di- 
uine  honour.  What  contumelies  and  ftrife  was  about 
the  bodie  ol  Homer ^  when  feuen  Cities  were  at  vari- 
ance to  pofleffe  his  corpes  when  he  was  dead. 

Septem  vrbes  certant,  deJUrpe  infignis  Homeri:  Aulus-bell, 

Smyrna^  Rhodes,  Colophony  Sa/amin,  los,  Argos,  Athma. 

Diogenes  liued  beggerly,  in  contempt,  but  after  his 
death  was  honorably  interred  in  a  monument  of  fame: 
fo  that  the  memorie  of  thefe  fprung  from  the  roote  of 
VertuCy  and  from  fome  notable  exployt,  which  got 
the  peoples  loue,  who  thought  the  applaufe  of  this 
worlde  was  no  fufficient  recompence  for  theyr  ver- 
tues. 

The    flourifhing    ftate    of    the    Romaines,    Athenians, 
Lacedemonians,  and   other    dominions,  were  all   vpheld  Venues  hold 
by  Verttux  for  where  Vertue  is  eftablifhed,  there  Vice  is  ^P  a  common 

wcaIUl 

detefted :  for  as  light  and  darkneffe,  fire  and  water,  can- 
not be  put  together  but  one  will  confound  the  others 
nature :  fo  thefe  two  contraries,  cannot  ioyntly  hold 
poffeffion,  but  one  will  vtterly  extinft  the  other;  and 
where  Vertue  is  wanting  in  a  generall  gouemment,  that 
Common-wealth  is  wholly  ouerthrowne. 

Oderunt  peccare  boni,  virtutis  amore,  ff^f^a, 

Oderunt  peccare  nuUi,  formidine  pome. 

The  good  hate  to  finne  becaufe  of  Vertue,  the  bad 
for  lawe ;  but  he  is  onely  good,  that  of  his  owne  wil,  and 
honeft  mind,  efchueth  euil  more  for  cofcience  fake,  the 

for 
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for  dread  of  mans  punilhment :  the  euill  and  vicious 
contrariwife,  are  with-held  by  the  rigour  of  luftice;  and 
for  feare  of  penaltie,  the  rebellion  within  is  kept  from 
outwardly  working:  fo  that  nothing  but  the  fword  of 
the  magillrate  doth  ftay  the  hot  rage  of  his  furie,  when 
the  confcience  lyes  vail  and  open  to  all  wicked  defires: 
he  is  not  to  bee  numbred  amongft  vertuous  and  good 
men.  To  conclude,  where  the  Common-wealth  is  gui- 
ded by  godly  lawes  of  Princes,  the  lampe  of  Vertue  (hi- 
ning  in  the  hearts  of  fubie£b,  laudable  fciences  imbra- 
ced,  luftice  without  partialitie  adminiftred,  the  good 
protected,  the  bad  punifhed,  &  peace  maintained,  there 
is  a  happie  and  blefled  gouemment,  a  fweete  harmo- 
nie  of  nature,  and  an  earthly  Paradize :  for  he  that  ihall 
goe  about  to  counite  and  couple  Vice  &  Vertue  in  one, 
putteth  a  man  and  a  beaft  together:  honeftie  admits  no 
iuch  knot;  for  the  end  of  good,  which  ought  to  be  af- 
ter one  fort,  muft  not  be  mingled  with  any  thing  difa- 
greeable  in  an  other  fort;  for  Vertue  is  no  longer  Vertue 
if  mixed  with  contrarie  qualities :  we  may  then  fafely 
conclude,  that  there  is  no  goodlyer  poffeffion  then  Ver- 
tue^ and  that  it  is  perfeft  folly,  to  couet  to  be  rich,  migh- 
tie,  and  creepe  vp  to  worldly  honour,  and  make  fo  fmall 
reckening  to  be  ftored  with  Vertue,  which  is  fo  certaine, 
the  tytle  fo  glorious  and  permanent:  wherevpon  one 
calleth  it  Dimidium  anima  mea^  which  is  not  vnproper- 
ly  fpoken,  for  take  away  vertue  from  a  man,  which  is  the 
plain  path  to  fanftimony,  he  muft  be  numbred  among 
thofe  creatures  that  haue  onely  effence,  and  want  vn- 
derftanding,  fith  hee  aymeth  not  at  the  purpofe  of  his 
creation. 
The    audacitie    and    ftout    courage    of    the    Heathen 
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was  fuch,  that  for  morrall  vertues  would  caft  them- 
felues  into  daungers,  many  times  deadly,  abandon  ri- 
ches, endure  pouertie,  abide  tortures,  defiring  rather  a 
poore  quiet  life  to  follow  Vertue^  then  by  a  profperous 
(late  to  draw  the  mind  into  a  troublefome  ftirre:  for  po- 
uertie, performes  that  indeed,  that  all  Philofophy  goeth 
about  to  perfwade. 

But  this  dooth  much  (hake  the  feeble  confcience 
when  we  behold  diuers  good  men  endued  with  rare 
vertues,  and  ftored  with  good  parts,  notwithftanding  Vertue  dif- 
oppreffed,  difcarred,  and  as  it  were  made  the  fcorne  and^^ay^l^y 
May-game  of  the  world,  finding  no  place  of  fafetie  to^^"^*^*^ 
reft  vpon,  and  the  bad  and  vicious  to  fit  in  Fortunes  lap. 
Now  whe  we  mark  thefe  vnproportionable  accidents, 
onely  with  the  eye  of  common  reafon,  6  how  it  di- 
ftrafteth  the  minde!  accufing  through  ignorance  the 
iuft  and  diuine  prouidence,  becaufe  he  permitteth  the 
good  to  be  puniflied  with  miferie,  and  the  bad  to  fwim 
in  profperitie :  but  if  we  bend  our  wits  to  find  out  a  dee- 
per reafon,  we  fhal  fee  that  the  good  are  not  afflifted  for 
their  hurt,  but  fatherly  chaftifed  for  their  better  triall, 
the  wicked  not  fauored,  but  feuerely  puniftied ;  for  God 
worketh  al  things  for  the  good  of  thofe  that  are  his :  yet 
who  can  denie,  but  that  the  burthen  of  pouertie  is  im- 
portable, hunger,  imprifonment,  exile,  intoUerable  per- 
fecution,  and  death  infufferable  ?  all  which  is  inough  to 
driue  a  man  to  difpaire  of  his  owne  happinefie,  fuppo- 
fing  God  had  vtterly  forfake  him :  but  the  waight  here- 
of is  lightned  &  made  eafie  to  them  that  fteadfaftly  be- 
leeue  Gods  promifes,  and  caft  their  care  on  him,  as  Pe-- 
ter  willeth :  Caft  thy  care  on  him,  for  hee  hath  care  on 
thee.    Moreouer,  though  a  man  be  poore,  ficke,  difeafed, 
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An  honeft  ma  and  waycd  downe  with  a  clogge  of  miferie :  yet  can  he 
is  not  poore  ^ot  fay,  hee  is  fo  bare  and  naked,  as  vtterly  vnable  to 
tieVertue^  *' help  himfelfe  or  an  other:  for  admit  he  hath  no  tempo- 
flieweth  her  rail  goods  to  helpe  that  way,  yet  can  hee  harbour  and 
chiefeftope-  fliewe  the  rights  of  hofpitalitie :  if  hee  hath  neither  of 
ration.  j^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  j^^^  ^j^^^  ^j^^  ficke,  and  cheare  vp  his  mind 

with  good  counfell:  if  he  be  poore,  ficke,  lame,  harbor- 
leffe,  and  comfortleffe  himfelfe,  yet  can  he  helpe  with 
his  prayers,  and  communicate  his  loue  by  his  oryfons 
and  deuout  fupplications :  fo  that  euery  one  hath  a 
rich  fountaine  within,  which  vpon  euery  occafion  may 
be  powred  out,  and  therefore  no  man  can  pleade  difa- 
bilitie,  and  want  of  meanes  to  relieue. 

And  what  though  a  man  haue  fome  cafuall  defor- 
mitie  in  his  body,  or  bee  vnhappily  fallen  into  a  wret- 
ched eftate?  yet  fo  long  as  his  vertue  and  honeftie 
may  bee  iuftified,  hee  neede  not  bee  afhamed  of  bru- 
fing  the  flefti,  or  feeling  penurie,  but  rather  boaft  and 
glorie  in  them,  for  it  cannot  bee  any  (hame  or  dif- 
honour,  to  carrie  about  him  the  vifible  tokens  of  fuch 
fcarres,  neither  dooth  it  any  whit  impaire  his  credit 
with  the  wife  and  vertuous,  nor  make  him  of  leffe  e- 
fteeme  with  good  men,  much  leffe  with  God,  who  put- 
teth  no  difference  between  a  king  and  a  begger,  but 
onely  in  obedience  to  his  will :  but  here  is  the  ignomi- 
nie,  to  bee  branded  with  the  hotte  iron  of  wicked 
conuerfation ;  as  when  a  man  (hall  haue  his  eares  cut 
Thefimbolis  from  his  head,  or  marked  in  the  hand  for  fome  villai- 
ofvanitie.  nie,  and  the  fpots  of  vice  fo  pregnant  on  his  body,  or 
going  vnder  a  hard  cenfure,  for  a  bad  opinion  iuftly 
conceiued :  in  this  cafe  hee  hath  fmall  caufe  to  glory  or 
boaft,  but  rather  blufti,  be  afhamed,  and  exile  himfelfe 
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from  common  focietie,  and  ftriue  with  humilitie  to  rc- 
forme  thofe  rebellious  paffions,  that  haue  fo  ftrongly 
lead  him  into  fuch  difhoneftie. 

But  where  Verttu  doth  rule,  the  affaires  and  ani- 
ons of  this  life  are  mannaged  with  wifedome,  and 
thofe  fwelling  thoughts  kept  backe,  which  as  a  raging 
floud  carrie  away  all  that  is  not  ground-faft,  that  any 
outward  griefe  is  quietly  fuffered,  and  patiently  endu- 
red: for  what  aduerfe  fortune  foeuer  happens,  is  borne 
with  contentment;  in  fo  much  as  neither  pouertie,  fick- 
neffe,  croffes,  affliftions,  or  what  calamitie  foeuer  come, 
cannot  moue  or  diftemper  a  ftayed  minde:  for  beeing 
inflamed  with  a  conftant  refolution,  doth  fit  himfelfe 
to  beare  the  troubles  of  this  life,  with  a  valiant  and  im- 
mutable courage. 

SHlpo  a  Greeke  Philofopher,  when  the  citie  where 
hee  dwelt  was  burnt  to  finders,  his  wife  and  children 
confumed  in  the  flame,  and  all  that  hee  had  turned  to 
alhes,  himfelfe  hardly  efcaping  with  his  life,  was  aflced 
what  he  loft  in  the  fire  (quoth  he)  I  loft  nothing,  for  Om-  Omnia  mea 
nia  mea  mecum  potto,  all  that  is  mine  I  carrie  about  me ;  wecu  porta 
meaning  his  vertues,  the  onely  proper  goods  of  a  wife 
man,  which  no  force  of  fire  can  cofume,  nor  the  furie  of 
no  enemy  take  away.  In  like  maner  an  other  being  told 
his  own  fon  was  dead,  was  no  whit  moued  at  y^  meflage ; 
and  being  told  againe  &  again  he  was  dead,  why  quoth 
he,  what  of  that  ?  I  knew  I  begat  a  mortall  creature,  and 
being  mortall,  he  muft  needs  die :  who  could  beare  fuch 
gfreat  caufe  of  griefe  without  fome  fhew  of  forrow.?  but 
fuch  fmal  reckning  did  the  wife  Heathe  make  of  world- 
ly lofTes :  for  it  is  the  nature  of  ma  to  relent,  deplore,  and 
be  fubieft   to  lamentations,  yet  their  wifedome  kept   it 

F  2  vnder 


39 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fings. 


Verities  ComiTton-wealth. 

vnder  the  yoake  of  reafon :  or  who  in  thefe  daies  would 
Riches  right-  refufe  fuch  preferment  as  Diogenes  f  or  his  loade  of  gold, 
Jy  vfcd,  are  as  FabHtius  ?  OX  caft  his  treafure  into  the  fea,  as  Antippust 
^^  ^  verily  fuppofe  fewe  or  none  would  bee  of  that  minde, 

neither  is  it  fo  needfully  required ;  Chriilian  forrow  for 
worldly  loflfes  is  fufferable :  riches  and  wealth  to  a  good 
man  are  comfortable,  by  reafon  he  hath  greater  means 
to  do  goody  for  the  daunger  lyeth  in  the  abufe,  and  not 
Amply  in  the  vfe:  for  to  a  bad  man  they  are  indeede 
the  caufe  of  more  euill,  becaufe  they  minifter  more 
matter  to  his  wicked  and  fmfull  defire. 

A  man  may  warme  him  by  a  fire,  though  hee  bume 
not  himfelfe  in  it:  fo  a  rich  man  may  moderately  vfe 
his  riches,  though  with  them  hee  ftoppe  not  vp  the 
gappe  to  happineffe :  but  the  deadly  hatred  they 
bore  to  externall  things,  Ihewed  theyr  loue  to  Vertue^ 
and  the  defire  they  had  to  diue  into  the  depth  of  wife- 
dome  ;  6  how  they  ftroue  about  the  contemplatiue 
and  aftiue  life!  fome  choofing  one,  fome  the  other, 
ftrugling  who  fhould  come  neareft  vnder  the  wings 
of  Vertuet  and  yet  for  all  this  they  laboured  but  in 
darknefle  and  blinde  ignorance,  and  neuer  attained 
to  that  true  ioy,  by  which  the  heart  is  exalted  to 
immortalitie :  for  the  true  and  abfolute  Vertue  is  the 
true  knowledge  of  GOD,  the  way  to  worfhip  him 
aright,  and  true  comfort  in  aduerfitie,  for  nothing 
can  bee  good  without  the  foueraigne  good :  if  men 
bee  ignorant  of  that,  all  is  falfe,  and  theyr  intentions 
goe  awrie,  but  the  Philofophicall  suntmum  bonunt  re- 
lied in  this;  namely,  in  the  quiet  apprehending  of 
reafon,  and  fafhioning  the  outward  man  to  ciuill  obe- 
dience,   and    could    neuer    pofleffe    themfelues    of    that 
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heauenly  felicitie,  vnder  which  all   Veriue  is  comprehen- 
ded. 

Pouertie  ought  not  to  moue  the  minde  with  reft-  Pouertie 
leffe  paflions,  but  to  allaie  the  heate  with  contentati- ®"€^  °?* 
on,  and  paciiie  the  vnftaied  affeftions,  which  will  more  ^i^^  „^^i^ 
eafily  be  done,  if  a  man  confiderately  call  to  mind,  how 
many  perfons  in  the  world  are  in  as  wretched,  or  more 
wofuU  eftate  then  he  himfelfe  is,  yet  the  deare  children 
of  God  too:  but  in  aduerfitie  many  lofe  themfelues  in 
difcontentment,  not  patiently  wayting,  but  greedily 
fnatching,  not  content  with  that  they  haue  be  it  neuer 
fo  much,  but  adding  goods  to  goods,  and  multiplying 
more  to  enough  with  neuer  fatisfied  defire,  tormenting 
the  minde  with  vnquiet  motions,  and  by  that  meanes 
make  the  freedome  of  life  a  fharpe  and  bitter  bondage : 
for  if  their  life  were  fix  times  fo  long,  as  it  may  be  by  the 
ineuitable  courfe  of  nature,  yet  the  tenth  part  of  that  they 
haue,  were  fufficient  to  maintain  them  well  and  honeft- 
ly,  and  declare  whereto  they  were  borne,  and  inrich 
their  pofteritie  after ;  why  fhould  they  then  be  fo  greedy 
and  earthly  minded  to  confume  their  dayes  in  fuch  vn- 
reafonable  cares?  whereby  they  are  neuer  at  reft,  but 
in  continuall  flauery,  fo  greatly  do  they  feare  leaft  they 
fliould  be  poore:  and  fo  in  the  midft  of  plentie  Hue  in 
want,  and  thus  become  incap[ab]le  of  reafon,  and  moft  mi- 
ferable  of  all  men :  for  no  extemall  thing  can  in  them- 
felues make  a  ma  vnhappie,  if  immoderate  defire  creep 
not  in  to  breed  rebellion,  fo  that  ftill  our  former  afferti- 
on  muft  hold :  In  medio  canciJKt  vertus,  Vertue  flands  be- 
tweene  two  extreames:  in  cooling  the  heate  of  defire 
with  Temperance,  not  in  feeding  the  belly  fo  much  as 
it  will  hold,  cloathing  the  backe  fo  farre  as  the  purfe  will 
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ftretch,   and  giuing  fcope  to   pleafure,    as   though   much 
wealth  gauc  much   libertie,   for  that  is  prodigalitie ;  nor 
in  pinching  &  hoording  it  vp  from  neceffary  duties,  for 
that  is  illiberalitie,    &  ouertumeth  the  whole  fellowfliip 
of  mankind :  neither  muft  a  man  negleft  his  priuat  ftate 
but  labour  in  his  calling  to  fupply  his  wants ;  the  meane 
therefore  is  the  fafeft  path  to  walke  in,  in  which  whofo- 
euer  goeth,   is  fafe  from   ftumbling  vpon  extremities :  If 
Ycoras  had  held  his  medium  tutijjimum^  he  had  not  fo  vn- 
timely  fallen :  or  Pliaeton,  obferued  the  good  counfell  of 
Intfu'dio        his  father,  he  had  not  bin  ftriken  with  thunder;  but  pre- 
conciftUvir-     fumption  &  arrogance,  cafteth  men  hea[d]long  into  w^oe 
and  mifery.     So  that  if  Temperance  do  not  order  the  life, 
and  difpofe  our  humane  affaires,  we  fall  into  an  infati- 
able  defire  of  hauing,  or  into  an  vtter  neglefl  of  our  own 
wants,  fpending  too  much  &  that  vainly,  or  fparing  too 
much,  &  that  too  nigardly:  But  as  the  higher  we  clime, 
the  leffe  appearance  thofe  things  feeme  to  haue  that  are 
vnder  vs,  our  fight  being  remoued  from  the  obieft  and 
fpecies  of  things:   fo  the  nearer  we  approch  to  God,  and 
frame  our  obedience  vnto  him,  the  leffe  we  value  thefe 
bafe  &  tranfitory  things.     Now,  if  by  this  compendious 
courfe,   our  mindes  are  abftrafted   &  drawen  backward, 
immediatly  our  cogitations  afcend  vp  to  heaue,  as  vnto 
the  country  to  which  we  are  trauelling,  we  muft  not  the 
incumber  our  mindes  with  fo  heauy  a  load,  as  the  cares 
of  this  life,  leaft  they  hinder  vs  in  the  purfuit  to  perfeft 
bleffedneffe.     O  what  a  burden  of  torments  doth  the  co- 
uetous  defire  bring  with   it !    a    difeafe  like  the   Drop- 
fie  the  more  it  hath,  the  more  it  would ;  thirfty  as  the  fer- 
pent  Dip/as^  neuer  fatisfied  till  it  burft,  wanting  that  it 
hath,  and  hath  that  it  wanteth ;  becaufe  the  good  vfe  of 
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thofe  things  prefent,  are  euer  abfent;  6  whither  would 
the  greedineffe  of  man  run  if  Mydas  golden  Wifli  were 
to  be  had?  the  couetous  Lawier  would  haue  the  diuell 
and  all ;  the  fecular  Prieft,  be  fick  of  the  golden  dropfie ; 
the  Artificer,  Alcumize  his  Inftruments  into  gold;  the 
plow-man  weary  of  his  labour:  fo  that  here  would  be 
Aurea  atas,  a  golden  world.  Thus  would  cxtreame  co- 
uetoufnes  bring  a  mifery  vpon  the  owners,  and  though 
with  Mydas,  they  might  turne  any  thing  into  gold  with 
a  touch ;  yet  (hould  they  be  ftarued  with  hunger,  fami(h 
the  bodie,  and  robbe  the  foule  of  all  true  comfort.  For 
thefe  waight  alwaies  on  a  coueteous  man,  Impietie,  per- 
lurie,  thefts,  rapines,  treafons,  fraud,  deceits,  and  all  kind 
of  vnconfcionable  and  mercileffe  dealings. 

Let  a  man  then  be  content  with  his  portion,  and  not 
feeke  to  afpire  vnto  terreftiall  honour,  by  tearing  out 
the  bowelles  of  his  brethren,  with  vfurie,  extortion, 
and  vnconfcionable  brokerie.  For  it  is  better  to  be  con- 
tentedly poore,  then  miferably  rich,  and  to  furpaffe  in 
rare  Vertues,  then  in  earthly  treafure ;  for  albeit  a  man 
be  downe  in  mifery,  yet  if  honeft  and  vertuous,  hee  is 
raifed  vp  to  immortall  glory :  for  the  excellency  of  Ver- 
tue,  makes  him  fhine  with  fuch  a  grace,  as  he  may  foone 
be  eleuated  to  the  top  of  true  honour,  and  cannot  goe 
vnrewarded  for  his  honourable  feruice  ;  for  hauing  va-  Poftfunem 
liantly  fought  vnder  the  banner  of  fo  noble  a  matron,  ^rtus, 
his  paie  is  fame  in  defpite  of  death,  and  eternall  fe- 
licitie  in  the  world  to  come  ;  for  Vertue  inableth  a  man 
to  enioy  the  fruition  of  perfefl  happineffe,  and  eternall 
life. 

Then    let    a    poore    man    reioyce    in    afHi£lion,    and 
patiently     beare     aduerfitie,     and     comforte     him     felfe 
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with  the  hope  of  a  better  life,  which  affuredly  hec  Ihall 

The  comfor-    enioy  if  fo  be  he  hold  out  to  the  ende  in  a  holy  and  ver- 

table  hope  of  tuous  courfe,  and  for  forrow  here,  haue  ioy  there  ;   and 

a  poore  man.   fo^  ^  hellifli  life  now,  a  heauenly  life  then  ;  when  thofe 

that  haue  their  heauen  here,  and  wallow  in  folace,  ioy, 

and  camall  pleafures  in  this  world,  mud  with  Diius  be 

tormented  in  endleffe  flames  in  the  world  to  come. 

To  what  end  then  (hould  a  man  be  grieued  at  mife- 
ry,  and  murmur,  as  though  hee  were  an  abiefl,  an  out- 
caft,  and  forlome  :  when  there  fliall  be  a  fupply  of  his 
wants,  in  aboundant  meafure,  and  be  crowned  a  king 
of  that  heauenly  lerufcdem, 

Vpon  a  time  Solon  found  a  poore  man  fitting  by  the 
fea  fide,  bewayling  his  miferie  in  great  difpaire,  whom 
he  comforted  in  this  manner :  Brother  why  weep  you, 
what  haue  you  loft,  is  it  want  and  pennury  that  nippeth 
you  ?  Alas  for  that  you  haue  fmall  caufe ;  for  fay  you 
were  in  the  middeft  of  yonder  great  fea,  loaden  with 
treafure,  in  daunger  of  drowning,  would  you  not  wil- 
lingly lofe  your  goods  to  faue  your  life  ?  Why  thinke 
then  you  were  once  in  like  perill,  and  haue  efcaped,  and 
loft  but  your  onely  goods:  then  now  pacific  your  felfe, 
be  content  with  your  ftate.  Thus  we  fee  what  daunger 
a  rich  man  is  in,  by  the  opinion  of  this  wife  Heathen. 
Vice  AVer-  Two  waies  are  propofed  and  laide  open  to  all,  the 
tue  two  waies.  one  inuiting  to  Vertue,  the  other  alluring  to  vice  ;  the 
firft  is  comberfome,  intricate,  vntraded,  ouergrowne, 
and  many  obftacles  to  difmay  a  paffenger  ;  the  other 
plaine,  euen  beaten,  ouerihadowed  with  boughes,  ta- 
piftred  with  flowers,  and  many  obiefls  to  feed  the  eye ; 
now  a  man  that  lookes  but  only  to  the  outward  Ihewe, 
will  eafily  tread  the  broadeft  pathe,  but  if  hee  perceiue 

that 


44 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Veriues  Comnion-wealth. 

that  this  fmooth  and  euen  way,  leads  to  a  neaft  of  Scor- 
pions or  a  litter  of  Beares,  he  will  rather  take  the  other 
though  it  be  rugged  and  vnpleafant,  then  hazard  him- 
felfe  in  fo  great  a  daunger. 

The  high-way  that  leades  to  pleafure  is  verie  fpati- 
ous,  it  lyeth  open  like  the  fea,  many  tempting  motions, 
to  inuoke  the  mind :  Lantea  fitting  by  the  way  gorgious- 
ly  deckt,  the  Syrens  with  fweete  melody,  to  intrappe  the 
paffenger,  if  with  Vliffes  he  bind  not  himfelfe  to  the  maft 
of  prouident  refpeft ;  and  many  Lyos,  Beares  &  Wolues 
lie  in  waite  for  their  pray.  But  the  pathe  leading  to 
VertiUy  though  it  be  toylefome,  laborious,  difficult,  a 
way  vneafie  to  be  trackt,  hard  to  finde,  craggie,  fto- 
nie,  thorny,  and  a  fweating  turmoyle,  as  the  Poet  defcri- 
beth  : 

Nam  via  virtutiSy  dextrum  petit  ardua  callem^ 
Dificilem  que  additum,  primum  fpe£lantibus  offer t^ 
Sed  requiem  prcebet  fejjis  in  vertice  fummo. 

For  Vertues  rugged  pathe  requires, 

a  ftout  and  painfull  minde : 
And  daungers  new  are  multiplied, 

to  fuch  as  will  her  finde. 
But  in  the  ende  great  ioy  (he  brings,  &c. 

Yet  feeing  hee  goeth  ftreight  to  his  ioumies  ende, 
Ihall  arriue  at  the  houfe  of  Fame,  be  crowned  with  ho- 
nor, who  will  not  vndergoe  a  poore  labour,  to  gaine 
fo  rich  a  Jewell  ?  for  though  the  rootes  of  Vertue  be  bit- 
ter, yet  the  fruites  be  fweete. 

Againe,   if  in  things  dangerous   and    full    of   i^tnllts^  Dulda  non 
a  man  will  not  fticke  to  hazard  his  life,  run  through  fire  nifruU, 
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and  water,  abide  hunger,  colde,  and  willingly  beare  a 
thoufand  miferieSy  incident  to  long  and  tedious  iour- 
nies,  to  diue  into  the  bowelles  of  the  earth  for  golde, 
trafBque  to  Orinoque,  the  Indians,  and  farre  remote  pla- 
ces, to  feede  the  long  defire  of  this  fliort  life,  as  the  Poet 
faith: 

Impiger  extremos  mrrit  marcator  ad  Indos, 
Per  mare  pauperietn  fugiens,  per  faxa^  per  igneis: 

How  ought  they  the  to  hunt  after  Vertue,  the  bright 
fonne  of  profperitie,  which  can  raife  them  vp,  tanquatn 
i  puluere  &  Into,  out  of  duft  and  claie,  to  the  high  pitch 
of  euerlafting  honour. 
Many  waies  But  as  many  waies  croffe  the  Queenes  high-way,  fo 
leading  to  Vertue  IS  wanted  and  thwarted,  with  many  fmoothe 
paths,  if  by  exaft  care  they  be  not  auoyded ;  and  though 
there  be  a  fpatious  oppofition,  an  Antithefis^  yet  no  fuch 
difference  at  the  firft  feemeth,  for  long  pacing  breedeth 
content,  by  reafon  the  mine  is  nummeS  and  brought  a 
fleepe,  with  fuch  varietie  of  obiefb,  as  dazle  the  fences, 
and  fixe  the  opinion  fo  iirme  in  an  ill  courfe,  that  he 
findeth  himfelfe  enexorable  to  turne  head,  and  fet  foo- 
ting in  the  way  of  Vertue. 

Neuertheleffe,  though  Vertue  is  fo  noble,  glorious, 
honourable,  immortall,  &c.  (that  neither  my  dull  wit, 
rudeneffe  of  fpeech,  or  this  little  volume  is  able  to  ex- 
preffe  her  infinit  praifes :  but  had  rather  need  of  prompt 
eloquence,  and  cunning  moft  excellent,  and  much  lei- 
fure  therevnto)  yet  Vice  is  painted  out  with  fuch  good- 
ly colours,  and  fo  gorgioufly  fet  out  with  pompe,  that 
iumping  with  the  naturall  impediment,  a  man  is  foone 
lulde  a  ileepe  in   pleafures,  and  deluded  by  phantafma, 

a  dreame, 


46 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Verlues  Common-wealth. 

a  dreame,  a  (hadow :  as  it  was  with  Calippns^  that  dreamd 
he  was  a  King,  and  whe  awooke  he  was  a  begger :  or  the 
foole  of  SyracufOy  who  being  oppreft  with  melancho- 
ly, thought  all  the  (hips  that  arriued  in  the  hauen,  were 
laden  with  his  marchandize;  fo  doth  it  mocke  the  ima- 
gination, with  flattering  allurements,  and  drawe  a  man 
by  litle  &  litle  to  his  own  deftru£lioa  O  tis  an  amiable 
diuel,  a  fweet  fmne,  a  lycorous  poyfon,  a  fmiling  cut- 
throate,  a  weeping  Crokidile  :  fo  that  by  this  the  minde 
is  drawne  from  all  celeftiall  contemplation,  and  from 
that  heauenly  regard  which  the  fmgularitie  of  that  di- 
uine  fvveetneffe  doth  require,  and  by  that  meanes  be- 
come carelefle  &  negligent,  in  the  purfuit  of  Verttie,  and 
haue  no  defire  to  be  partaker  of  her  vtilitie  and  profite, 
but  are  wholy  circumuented  and  carried  away  by  Iniu- 
ftice,  luxurie,  pride,  couetoufneffe,  felf-loue,  and  fuch 
like ;  for  this  fleeting  ioy,  is  a  fweet  delight ;  but  as  the 
Poets  faine,  that  drinking  the  water  LetluB,  breedeth  for- 
getfulnefle:  fo  vice  and  pleafure,  makes  the  mind  obtufe 
and  carelefle  of  all  holy  vertues,  whereby  the  whole  man 
is  tranfported  into  all  licentioufnefle.  And  for  this  caufe 
are  pleafures  compared  to  the  Syrtns,  that  appeare  lone- 
ly in  fight  with  golden  locks,  chirry  lippes,  rofie  cheeks, 
&c  and  all  that  part  aboue  the  water  goodly,  beautifuU, 
and  pleafant  to  beholder  but  the  tayle  hid  belowe  is 
fliarpe,  crooked,  venomous,  that  flie  no  fooner  draweth 
a  man  vnto  her  by  a  wanto  countenance,  but  prefently 
(lings  him  to  death ;  for  paine  &  pleafure  are  two  twins, 
for  he  no  fooner  letteth  his  minde  flip  to  one,  but  the 
other  is  readie  to  caft  him  into  a  miferable  eftate.  And 
therefore  to  (hun  pleafures,  it  is  good  to  behold  her  be- 
hind and  not  before,  to  cofider  what  trouble,  torments, 
di(honour,   and   ignominie,   waits  vpon  her,  for  after  her 
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ghefts  are  furfeited  with  dainties,  (he"  makes  the  ende  as 
fatall  and  ominous  as  the  Centaurs  feafts :  a  futtle  Synon^ 
that  telles  a  pleafing  tale  to  breede  fecuritie,  dropping 
hony  from  her  lippes,  but  hath  the  poyfon  of  Afpes  vn- 
der  her  tongue,  a  (landing  ponde,  cleare  aboue  but  all 
filth  and  mudde  below:  and  therfore  the  wife  fchoole- 
maifter,  warneth  his  fchoUer  to  (hunne  pleafures,  for 
ifo.adDe-^  feare  of  fmart;  fowre  things  follow  fweete,  and  ioy  hea- 
mon.  uineffe.     Voluptas  efca  malorumy  faith  he,  Pleafure  is  the 

bait  of  euil :  and  hor,  ad  lollium, 

Speme  voluptatis  nocei  empta  dolore  voluptas. 

Fooliihwife-       Yet    many    repute    themfelues    wife    and    excellently 
dome.  feen,  though  they  are  nothing  daunted  at  fuch  a  hidious 

monfter :  and  fo  are  wife  only  in  opinion,  and  with  this 
fotti(h  cogitation  enterprife  matters  infamous,  yea  of- 
tentimes to  the  vtter  mine  &  ouerthrow  of  themfelues^ 
and  by  this  meanes  run  headlong  into  all  manner  vice, 
not  fufpefling  the  mofter-like  danger  ouer  their  heads. 

He  that  followes  pleafure,  is  as  the  fpider  that  labou- 
reth  all  day  to  intangle  a  (lie,  or  like  a  wanton  boy  that 
blowes  vp  feathers  into  the  aire,  and  fpends  the  time  in 
running  vp  and  downe  after  them ;  for  what  is  pleafure 
but  a  puflfe?  and  what  is  all  painfull  and  ponderous  la- 
bour but  a  copweb  if  we  (hoote  not  at  this  marke,  to 
caft  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Vertue  f  for  if  we  couet  to  be 
honoured,  otherwife  then  by  Vertue,  we  climbe  a  rot- 
ten ladder  fure  to  fall;  for  vaine-glory  is  a  blaze  which 
foone  vanifheth,  gliftering  for  a  while  in  fome  outward 
pompe,  in  the  darkneffe  of  this  world,  carrying  with 
it    fome    (hewe   of   Gentrie,    when   tis   but  the  fcumme 
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of  Vice,  Pride,  and  fwelling  Ambition :  for  what  gaine 
is  it  for  a  man  to  win  the  whole  world,  and  loofe  his 
owne  foule?  to  daunce  in  pleafure  for  a  while,  and  liue 
in  woe  for  euer  ?  What  great  matter  was  in  Darius  and 
Alexander^  Tamberlaine  and  Baiazethy  Cce/ar  and  Pompey, 
that  ftroue  for  the  monarchiall  gouernment,  and  to  be 
fole  Potentates  of  the  world?  but  that  the  after  times 
might  fing  with  Melib. 

Hoc  memini  &  viilum,  frujira  contendere  Thyrfin.  Eclog,  7. 

Ex  illo  Coridon^  Coridon  ejl  tempore  nobis. 

What  was  their  happines,  but  vnquiet  &  perturbati- 
ons? and  neuer  attained  to  that  theyr  ambition  fought 
after,  but  fnatching  at  vncertaintie,  like  Efops  dog,  loft 
that  they  were  fure  of  before :  fo'  that  all  this  worldly 
ftrife  was  but  to  fatisfie  the  hungry  defire  of  a  fewe 
dayes,  to  purchafe  fuch  honour  as  fmkes  into  obliuion, 
leauing  no  happie  memorie  behinde  of  any  notable 
vertue. 

But    the    onely    warre-fare  is  ftriuing    for    Vertue,  by  The  bea 
refifting  the  paflions  of  the  minde :  this  is  both  a  valiant  warre-farc 
and  an  honourable  expedition,   a  true  Martialift    he    is 
indeed,  that  by  ftrong  hand  labours  to  fuppreffe  his  re- 
bellious  lufts,  and   is  ambitious    of   nothing    but    onely 
Vertue,  as   Themijiocles,  that  faid,   the  monuments,  Tro- 
phies, glory,  and  great  fame  of  Miltiades,  would  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  take  his  reft,  for  that  exceeding  defire  he  had 
to  imitate  him  in  Vertue,  that  fo  he  might  rife  vp  to  like 
honour.      Former  prefidents  are  fpurres  to  quicken  the /vwanryl. 
mind,  to  embrace  that  Vertue  portraied  out  by  our  aun- 
tients,  and  a  meanes  to  make  vs  vigilant  and  watchfull, 
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lead  by  floath  we  become  blinde,  ignorant,  and  grope 
in  the  darke  with  Polephemus:  and  this  is  moft  euident, 
that  fo  long  as  we  liue  in  pleafure,  the  minde  is  neuer  il- 
luminated with  diuine  moyfture:  for  while  the  time  is 
fpent  in  voluptuoufneflfe,  a  blaft  of  vanitie,  a  bubble  of 
water,  the  excellent  faculties  of  the  foule  are  depreffed 
and  weyed  downe  with  bafe  &  feruile  defignements. 

But  hauing  thus  rudely  run  ouer  the  profitable  ftu- 
die  of  Vertue,  in  this  homely  manner,  as  the  dulneffe  of 
my  wit,  and  Ihortneffe  of  time  would  fuffer,  it  now  re- 
maineth  to  blaze  out  her  enemie  Vice,  &  more  liuely  to 
paint  out  thofe  capitall  euils  which  oppofe  themfelues 
Adiometrical  againft  honeftie.  And  in  this  the  method  of  the  aunti- 
oppofition  be-  ^^t  Philofophers  is  to  be  obferued,  who  were  not  con- 
vJrtur^^  ^^  ^^"*  *^  explain  the  morall  vertues,  with  a  bare  and  Am- 
ple demonftration,  but  alfo  fet  to  euery  one  her  contra- 
ry and  repugnant  vice,  that  by  due  confidering  both, 
we  might  embrace  the  good  and  fhun  the  euill;  and 
that  by  the  glory  of  one,  the  other  might  be  more  vg- 
ly  and  loathfome :  for  when  Vertue  is  vifibly  painted  out, 
inuironed  with  Vice,  we  haue  her  in  greater  admiratio, 
and  her  excellencies  in  higher  regard,  &  therefore  Forti- 
tude hath  audacitie  on  the  one  fide,  &  timiditie  on  the 
other  fide,  fcience,  ignorance,  &  finifter  perfwafion,  and 
fo  euery  one,  the  more  &  the  leffe,  whereby  we  fee  not 
onely  the  Image  and  reflexion,  but  the  very  abftrafl 
and  eflfence  of  them  both,  &  although  one  would  think 
that  Temperance,  a  heauenly  Vertue,  were  inough  to 
moue  the  fobrietie,  yet  if  the  many  enormities  that  come 
of  the  contrary  be  omitted,  a  man  is  hardly  diflwaded. 
Therefore  Diogenes  being  demaunded  how  one  fhould 
keepe  himfelf  fober,  by  beholding  (quoth  he)  the  beaft- 
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lineffe  of  drunkards ;  for  it  is  manifeft,  that  when  a  crab- 
bed vifage  and  a  misfliapen  body,  ftiall  (land  by  an  ami- 
able &  louely  perfonage,  the  deformitie  of  the  one  doth 
much  illuftrate  and  beautifie  the  other.  Venus  was  euer 
faireft  when  (he  ftood  by  Vulcd:  fo  that  viewing  this  An- 
tithifis,  honour  and  (hame,  perfeft  bliflfe  &  neuer  dying 
forrow,  &  looking  to  the  (inall  endes,  &  the  reward  that 
they  both  yeeld  at  laft,  we  may  be  ftirred  vp  with  an  ar- 
dent zeale,  to  deftroy  Vice,  &  maifter  that  comberfome 
feruant  paflTion. 

Now  the  chiefe  motiue  herevnto,  is  diligent  educa- 
tion &  training  vp  youth  in  difcipline,  whereby  a  vniuer-  Good  educa- 
fall  good  is  attained  ;  for  this  is  the  maine  pillar  that  hoi-  ^^^  ^  ^« 
deth  vp  &  vnderprops  the  gouemment,  without  which  a ldn«Lm^ 
no  Comm5-wealth  could  (land  &  peaceably  continue. 
And  therefore  it  is  in  the  power  of  parents,  to  make  or 
marre  the  world ;  for  if  children  be  not  well  nurtured, 
how  (hall  they  bequeath  that  to  poderitie  which  they 
neuer  deriued  fro  their  auncedors.?  or  if  fuperiours  and 
magidrates,  giuc  not  good  example  in  their  places,  how 
(hould  they  induce  other  to  pietie?  for  as  Atlas  is  faig- 
ned  to  fupport  the  heauens  with  his  (houlders,  fo  mud 
the  world  be  held  vp  by  difcipline,  &  thofe  vices  cut  oS 
with  the  fword  of  reformation,  that  (ight  againd  hone- 
die  ;  for  her  valour  and  courage  will  foone  weaken  by 
impunitie  and  euill  example ;  but  as  the  cutting  oflf  the 
head  of  a  ferpet  killeth  the  body,  fo  the  immoderate  paf- 
fions  of  y«  mind  rooted  out  in  the  beginning,  the  whole 
body  of  this  hidious  moder  voluptuoufnes  is  dedroied, 
and  the  tranquility  of  the  mind  poflTed  with  greater  ioy ; 
for  being  once  taught  to  loath  Vice,  &  traded  in  wel  do- 
ing, from  the  cradle,  is  thereby  fo  well  qualified,  as  it 
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doth  not  eaflly  chaunge  any  good  courfe  it  vndertakes, 
but  vpon  well  grounded  reafons.  For  hauing  fome 
knowledge  of  it[s]  owne  inward  good,  findeth  nothing 
without  of  fo  equall  rate,  for  which  it  fhould  alter  and 
tume,  but  being  firmly  fetled  in  an  honed  courfe,  kee- 
peth  a  fweete  concord  betweene  the  intelleftiue  and 
the  morrall,  and  yeeldeth  it  felfe  futable,  to  the  vertuous 
difpofition  of  the  minde;  the  excellencies  whereof,  is 
manifefted  with  fuch  rare  demonftrations,  that  it  neuer 
fubiefteth  it  felfe  to  bafe  inconftancie  and  feeble  ha- 
zards, expelling  Vice,  as  an  enemie  to  all  good  ende- 
uour. 
Hypocrites  To     proceed,      Vertue     cannot     bee    gotten    without 

anddeceiuers  imployment  of  the  minde  and  body  in  commendable 
CTMpcvnder  ^^  Securitie  and  eafe  draweth  to  Vice:  if  a  man 
then  will  build  vpon  a  perfe£l  aHurance,  and  make  his 
eftate  durable,  hee  muft  bend  his  whole  endeuours  to 
honeft  labour,  &  not  onely  do  well,  but  continue  there- 
in to  the  end.  But  if  a  man  fuppofe  to  be  richly  vertu- 
ous for  one  good  deed  ;  as  in  paying  duties,  impofiti- 
ons,  tallages  to  the  poore  Church,  or  Commo-wealth ; 
if  taxed  according  to  his  abilitie,  and  forcibly  exafted 
from  him,  it  is  but  the  fuperficies  and  blaze  of  Vertue  \ 
for  Intentio  animi  non  aSbis  perfecit  ailum  :  the  willingnes 
doth  approue  the  aft  :  or  if  a  man  do  a  good  deed  by  ac- 
cident and  haphazard,  to  blinde  the  opinion,  and  by  a 
counterfeit  fliewe  feeke  to  infmuate  into  a  good  re- 
port, when  otherwife  the  whole  fcope  of  his  life  be  viti- 
ous  and  euill,  what  lawde  can  hee  iuftly  merite?  but 
where  intirely  the  minde  is  bent  therevnto,  and  infla- 
med with  her  pulchritude,  fo  that  he  perfift  and  holde 
out  therein.    As  for  example,  as  he  is  not  to  be  termed  a 
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Taylor,  that  onely  mendeth  his  garment,  or  he  a  flioo- 
maker  that  onely  patcheth  his  fliooe,  vnleffe  he  make  it 
his  whole  art,  and  expofe  himfelfe  therevnto,  as  to  his 
trade  and  occuption :  fo  in  like  manner,  he  that  ftum- 
bleth  vpon  one  good  aftion  by  chaunce,  is  not  by  and 
by  to  be  deemed  a  perfeft  man ;  but  he  onely  that  doth 
well,  and  perfifteth  in  fo  doing,  and  as  his  trade,  bee 
wholly  occupied  therein.  For  as  the  minde  of  the  hus- 
bandman is  euer  vpon  cattell,  tillage,  and  fuch  things 
as  belong  to  his  calling,  Saylors  vpon  their  (hips,  &  foul- 
diers  on  the  warres,  and  fchoUers  on  learning,  fo  muft 
the  whole  difpofition  and  carriage  be  occupied  in  Ver- 
iucy  as  on  the  day-ftarre  that  guideth  to  the  hauen  of 
reft. 

It  is  not  therefore  one  or  two  good  deeds,  or  fuch 
things  as  are  done  by  chaunce-medley,  or  peraducn- 
ture  without  a  fetled  minde,  that  Vertiie  honoreth,  for 
euery  man  goeth  fo  far  in  common  honeftie  :  but  when 
the  integritie  of  the  heart  is  ftirred  vp  by  deuotion  to 
ftreame  out  a  continuall  ftore  of  good  workes,  with  a 
mind  willingly  difpofed  therevnto. 

Neuertheleffe,  if  our  eye-fight  and  vnderftanding 
could  pierce  inward,  or  that  we  had  the  eyes  of  Lvix^  to 
penetrate  the  fecrets  of  the  minde,  we  might  fee  many 
rauening  wolues,  couered  with  a  (heepes  (kinne,  and 
the  nature  of  a  cruell  and  fauage  Tyger  lurking  in 
fome,  that  outwardly  carrie  a  femblance  of  Vertue^  a 
ciuil  courfe,  &  an  hypocrite  clad  with  the  mantle  of  ho- 
neftie: for  (hee  carrieth  a  generall  good  liking  of  all 
men,  and  (as  Plato  faith)  if  ftie  could  be  vifibly  painted 
out  to  the  eye,  euery  one  would  bee  wonderfully 
rauiftied  with   her   perfeftions,    and    therefore    the    euill 
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feeke  to  hide  their  vices  vnder  her  fliadow,  and  drawe 
the  curtaine  of  poUicie  in  the  portraiture  of  pietie: 
for  (land  he  neuer  fo  obftinate  in  a  defperate  ftate,  and 
bee  really  poffeft  with  wicked  neffe,  yet  in  no  cafe 
will  hee  willingly  feeme  to  be  that  in  fhewe  which  hee 
Hypocrifieis  IS  indeed,  But  labour  to  hide  it  what  he  may,  and  co- 
double  impie-  uer  the  fliame  of  euill  with  a  fimple  (hadow,  if  it  be  but 
with  figge-leaues,  and  deaurate  and  g^ild  ouer  his 
fpottes  and  fores  with  the  tinflure,  and  dye  of  holy- 
neffe.  For  the  puritie  of  Vertue  makes  men  deteft  their 
owne  euill,  and  though  Vice  breake  out,  and  be  ne- 
uer fo  pregnant,  yet  will  they  cunningly  blinde  the  opi- 
nion, and  flye  to  her  for  fuccour:  and  albeit  theyr 
eyes  bee  dazeled  with  the  fplendour  of  Vertue^  and 
cannot  choofe  but  admire  her  beautie,  yet  haue  they 
no  power  to  follow  her,  but  pine  away,  and  giue  her  no 
Hor,  entertainment,  which  the  Poet  well   noteth,    Virtus  lau- 

datur  &  alget 

Vertue  (faith  hee)  is  praifed  of  many,  but  (he  may 
ftarue  for  colde  before  they  will  take  her  in,  and  warme 
her  by  their  fire. 

Thefe  are  right  counterfeites,  that  haue  nothing 
but  a  clowde  or  (kinne  of  Vertue,  which  as  a  (lender 
painting  is  wa(ht  oflf  with  euery  da(h,  a  glofe,  an  I- 
mage,  that  they  keepe  fo  long  as  they  haue  pleafure  or 
profit  thereby :  they  may  well  be  compared  to  vaine- 
glorious  women,  who  becaufe  they  want  beautie,  co- 
lour their  faces  with  painting,  to  get  that  by  art,  that  na- 
ture hath  denied  them. 

Yea  there  be  fome  that  feeme  the  very  Images  of 
fanftitie,  lowely,  courteous,   modeft,  humble,    their    eyes 
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fixed  on  their  graues,  their  haire  fhorter  then  their  eye- 
browes,  as  tliough  they  were  myrrours  of  religion  Deceitful  dou- 
and  pietie,  and  by  robbing  Vertue  of  her  beft  apparell,  ^^^  dealers. 
decke  themfelues  with  the  habite  of  honeftie,  and 
yet  haue  nothing  within  but  artificiall  knauerie,  fraud, 
deceit,  and  hypocricie:  for  if  outwardly  ftretcht  to 
fhewe  theyr  inward  good,  they  then  appeare  as  they 
are,  and  lay  themfelues  open  to  theyr  owne  fhame: 
the  touch-ftone  of  triall  can  foone  diftinguifh  them  a- 
right;  6  how  fuch  fmoothe  fronted  hypocrites  can 
dally  with  the  time,  and  cut  out  their  manners  to  the 
beft  fafliions,  onely  to  pleafe  thofe  who  meafure  others 
good  by  their  owne  integritie,  and  as  long  as  the  Sun 
fhines,  goe  by  the  fhadowe  of  others,  but  their  light 
failing,  foone  leaue  their  earneft  following,  and  is  fo 
hotly  bent  in  his  colde  zeale,  that  he  is  neuer  without  a 
boult  in  his  mouth  to  fhoote  through  his  fimple  neigh- 
bour. 

But  becaufe  I  will  not  be  too  Cinicall,  to  anato- 
mize particular  imperfeftions,  I  will  bee  fparing: 
I  could  neuertheleflfe  paint  out  fome,  that  as  long  as 
gaine  hung  on  their  profeflion,  were  not  flacke  to  ouer- 
take  the  beft  men:  but  the  world  flyding,  their  meanes  There  be  too 
failing,  and  the  gaine  they  reaped  by  fuch  their  profef- ™*™y  ^**^^ 

r         J  •  -.vT  u   i./      1  i.  •  4.-  u  coldChriftias. 

lion  decaymg,  theyr  hotte  loue  to  pietie  melts  away 
like  fnowe  before  the  Sunne,  and  as  dogs,  turne  back  to 
their  owne  vomit.  So  that  heere  is  the  depth  of  poli- 
cie,  in  fifting  the  carryage  to  the  humour  of  good 
men,  that  tracing  the  path  of  counterfeit  holyneffe, 
might  gaine  both  fauour  and  aduancement  For  as  I 
faid  before,  if  Vice  fhould  come  in  her  own  fhape,  fewe 
or   none   would    giue    her    entertainment,    and    though 
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inwardly  imbraced  of  fome,  yet  outwardly  detefted  of 
all. 

Thefe  are  like  blades  that  haue  painted  Iheathes,  but 
canker-fret  and  ruftie  within.  And  as  the  Cameleon 
hath  all  colours  faue  white,  fo  haue  they  all  parts  saue 
honeftie. 

The  fifli  Polipus  (as  fome  write)  hath  this  propertie, 
that  it  can  turne  it  felfe  into  the  likeneffe  of  a  ftone,  or 
feeme  to  be  that  which  is  next  it,  and  fo  vnder  colour 
of  not  feeming  as  it  is,  doeth  rauen  vppon  other  fifhes. 
So  in  like  manner  do  colde  Chriftians  prey  vppon  the 
fimplicitie  of  honeft  mindes,  and  fit  themfelues  to  all 
companies.  If  among  good  and  vertuous  men,  then  is 
he  like  them,  fetting  himfelfe  in  his  bed  properties,  and 
feeme  to  haue  that  which  euery  honeft  man  ought  to 
haue,  and  fo  by  that  means  hide  great  vices  vnder  a  thin 
colour  of  Vertue,  that  by  fo  fitting  his  habit  to  the  time 
and  place,  is  for  the  humour  of  euery  perfon,  and  thus 
by  craftie  and  difguifed  diflimulation,  live  in  outward 
happineffe,  by  praying  vpon  the  good  opinion  of  other 
men. 

But  as  Socrates  faid  to  an  humble  hypocrite,  his  pride 
might  be  feene  through  the  rents  of  his  cloake:  fo  this 
falfe  and  double  dealing  cannot  fo  long  be  hid,  but  it 
will  breake  out  at  one  rent  or  other,  and  dete6l  his  pilfe- 
rie,  according  to  the  chaunge  of  times. 

And  albeit  the  puritie  of  truth  is  not  hereby  any 
whit  impeached,  being  euer  one  and  the  fame:  yet  by 
this  we  may  fee  the  nakednes  of  old  Adam,  that  wil  at  no 
hand  appeare  as  he  is. 

But  this  idle  (hewe  and  falfe  appearance,  6  how  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  the  truth !  being  poffeffed  with  nought  but 
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treacherie  and  cofonage,  a  capitall  plague,  it  is  for  the 
wicked  to  make  ftiewe  of  goodneffe,  and   may  fitly  be 
forted  to  the  Apothicaries  painted  boxes,  that  haue  no- 
thing  within    but    poyfon,   or   fome    deadly  compound : 
for  which  the  Pharifes    were    ftiarpely    reprehended    by 
our  Sauiour  in  the  Gofpell,  and  as  the  Lorde  complai- 
neth  by  the  Prophet,   They  honour  me  with  their  lippes : 
but  their  hearts  are  farre  from  me.    And  therefore  he  is  no  veriue  is  not 
good  man  that  can  reafon  of  Vertue  in  words,  but  hee  in  vaine  words 
that  hath  a  true  poffeflion  in  deed,  whereby  the  confci- ^^^  *°  ^°°' 
ence  is  lead  to  deale  iuftly,  in  a  continued  courfe  of  well  ^^^^g  ^ 
doing:  for  it  is  no  paine  to  giue  milkie  words,  fweete 
tearmes,  and  make  a  vaine  florifli  of  honeftie,  to  choake 
the  hard  opinion,  which  otherwife  might  iuftly  be  im- 
puted: for  this  is  but  vaine-glory,  which  is  euer  gaping 
with  open  mouth  for  popular  applaufe,  for  doing  fome 
thing  that  hath  a  ftiew  of  Vertue,  to  get  praife  of  the  rude 
multitude. 

And  though  by  profperitie  a  man  be  dignified  with 
glorious  titles,  yet  if  it  fpring  not  from  Vertues  roote,  it  is 
but  a  baftard  plant,  a  rotten  carkafTe  with  a  painted  ikin. 
And  howfoeuer  they  mocke  the  world  for  a  while  with 
the  badge  of  honeftie,  yet  the  all-feeing  eye  of  heauen,  cod  fear- 
to  whom  darkneffe  is  light,  perfpicuoufly  obferueth   all  cheth  into 
their  deeds,  and  will  bring  them  forth  euen  as  they  are  ^^^  '*^'^' 
naked  and  vncouered :   But  as  fuch  fallacies,  and  dillufi- 
ons,  are  incident  to  a  bafe  and  feruile  condition:  fo  are 
they  euermore  abhorred  of  an  honeft  man. 

NeuerthelefTe    many  there   be    that    binde    themfelues  Lying  is  be- 
apprentife    to    vniuft    collufion    and    fraudulent    dealing  ^™«.*"  <^" 
in  fo  much  that  lying  and  falfhood  is  become  an  occu-  ^<J^^*' 
pation,   faire   and    fmoothe   words   carry  away  all   their  ny  men. 

H  3  gaines 
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gaines,  increafed  by  oppreflion,  and  by  deluding  the 
fimple,  make  bad  wares  vendible,  and  that  which  is  cor- 
rupt, vnholfome  &  naught,  (with  many  proteftations) 
vtter  for  good  and  excellent,  and  that  at  vnreafonable 
rate  too.  It  is  lawfuU  for  euery  man  to  maintaine  his 
charge,  and  by  his  calling  in  which  he  is  fet,  which  to  o- 
mit  is  worfer  then  an  Iniidell :  but  with  this  caution,  e- 
uermore  profit,  muft  goe  with  honeftie,  and  not  immea- 
furably  carried  with  gfreedy  aflFeftio,  to  multiply  gain  by 
vniuft  means ;  that  that  is  cofcionably  gotte  is  profitable ; 
and  nothing  profitable,  that  is  difhoneft:  but  to  pull  a- 
way  either  by  vfurie,  extortion,  briberie,  or  fraudelent 
dealing,  is  repugnant  to  honeftie :  or  to  encreafe  a  com- 
moditie   by  an  other  mans  difcommoditie,  lyueth  afun- 

-^-  3«  der  the  common   fellowfhip  of  mankinde.      Tully  hand- 

ling this  argument  in  his  offices  to  his  fonne  MarkCy 
faith ;  If  two  runne  in  a  race,  each  one  ought  to  ftriue  fo 
much  as  he  can  to  win  the  prize :  but  in  no  cafe  he  muft 
not  trip  his  fellow,  keep  him  back  with  his  hand,  or  caft 
blocks  to  ftumble  on,  for  that  is  not  equal :  fo  in  like  fort 
(faith  he)  while  we  run  a  race  in  this  world,  it  is  good 
to  get  that  may  feme  the  turn,  in  an  equall  &  iuft  courfe  : 
but  it  is  neither  right,  nor  honeft,  to  racke,  extort,  and 
purloyne  from  other,  and  by  fetting  the  confcience  on 
the  tainter-hookes,  to  rife  vp  by  his  fall. 

It    was    ordained    by    the   Athenian    Lawe,  that    the 
feller,  fhould  laie  open  the  faultes  of  the  ware  to  the 

Lib.  3  offic,  buyer,  and  feeing  he  felleth,  to  fell  with  the  beft  aduan- 
tage  to  him  that  buyeth,  with  this  or  the  like  promul- 
gation. 

Aduexit  expofui,  vmdo  meuni   non  pluris  quam  cceteri: 
fortafft  etiam  minoris,  cum  maior  ejl  copia^  mi  fit  iniuria  f 
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Here  is  my  ware,  I  offer  it  to  fell,  I  fell  mine  for  no 
more  then  other  men,  perhappes  alfo  for  leffe,  feeing  I 
haue  more  ftore,  to  whom  is  the  wrong  done?  but  hee 
that  ftiould  obferue  this  in  our  dayes,  would  either  be 
thought  a  mad  man  or  a  foole ;  fo  farre  is  this  griping  co* 
uetoufneffe  rooted  in  the  harts  of  many,  that  they  make 
no  confcience  to  get  gaine ;  Fas  aut  nephas,  by  hooke  or 
crook  fo  they  may  come  by  it :  in  fo  much  that  this  gree- 
die  defire  hath  eaten  vp  all  remorfe  of  confcience,  that 
labor  all  day  with  deceit,  and  rife  vp  early  to  wealth,  by 
the  fpoyle  &  vndoing  of  other.  O  how  pleafant  &  fweet 
is  the  fauour  of  gaine  to  the  carnall  man,  be  it  neuer  fo 
iniurioufly  gotten !  Vefpafian  the  Emperour,  delighted 
fo  in  powling  and  pilling  his  fubie6ls,  that  nothing  was 
exempted  from  his  tallage :  not  fo  much  as  the  very  vrin 
made  in  euery  houfe,  but  he  had  tribute  for  a  certaine 
quantitie,  for  which  being  maligned  and  ill  fpoken  of, 
his  fonne  diffwaded  him  from  it,  as  a  thing  bafe  &  dif* 
honourable :  but  putting  fome  of  the  piffmg  mony  in  a  VnlawfuU 
perfumed  napkin,  held  it  to  his  fonnes  nofe  afking  him  ^?^^  '^  ^^*^ 
how  it  fmelt;  meaning  thereby,  that  though  it  was  had^j^^^^  "^ 
of  a  filthy  excrement,  yet  the  money  fauoured  well 
enough ;  Suauis  odor  lucri  ex  qualibet^  and  that  gaine  is 
fweete  of  whatfoeuer  it  commeth. 

All  lying,  in  making  bargaines  is  vtterly  forbidden, 
falfe  waits  &  meafures  abhominable,  and  wealth  gotten 
this  way  clogs  the  foule :  for  it  is  neuer  profitable  to  do 
euil,  becaufe  it  is  euermore  hatefuU :  and  becaufe  it  is  al- 
wayes  honefl  to  deale  iuflly,  tis  euermore  profitable. 
No  man  by  the  ignorance  of  an  other,  ought  to  increafe 
his  owne  gaine :  and  no  greater  iniurie  can  be  vfed 
amongft    godly    Chriflians,    then    falfely    to    mocke   the 
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vnderftanding.       Nothing    couetoufly,    vniuftly,    wrong- 
fully, or  waueringly,  is  fit  to  be  done. 

He  that  is  therefore  fet  vp  in  a  trade,  and  hath  to  deale 
with  men  in  bargaining,  mufl  be  warie  lead  he  be  carri- 
ed into  vnconfcionable  getting,  and  be  content  with 
a  reafonable  gaine  without  exa£lion,  for  the  ignorance 
of  the  buyer,  cannot  excufe  the  deceit  of  the  feller. 

Neuertheleffe,    many    fliop-keepers,    keep    fmall    con- 
fcience  in  vttering  their  ware,  their  fhops,  (hops  of  de- 
ceit, for  now  almoft  all  men  crye  out,  that  there  is  no- 
thing but  cofonage  in  buying  and  felling,  and  not  with 
out  caufe  :  for  let  a  fimple  man  come  to  buy  a  peece  of 
cloath,  or  what  other  tiling  he  needeth  in  fome  of  their 
fhops  ( I  will  not  fay  all,  for  no  doubt  fome  deale  honeft- 
ly)  if  hee  be  ignorant  and  vnflcilfuU  in  that  hee  buy- 
eth,  is  fure  to  pay  double  the  value,  or  at  leaftwife  much 
more  than  it  is  worth :  and  yet  wil  they  fweare  and  pro- 
Many  Hue       ^-^^^  ^"^  heape  vp  a  many  oathes,  that  were  it  not  to  him 
vpon  the  fim-  he  could  not  have  it  fo,  and  that  it  is  farre  better  then 
piicitieofthe   the  mony  he  paieth;  the  buyer  thus  deceiued,  yet  thinks 
P^"**-  himfelfe  greatly  friended :  but  if  he  bookes  that  he  fells, 

and  that  the  buyer  comes  vpon  truft,  then  fhall  he  pay 
well  for  Inke  and  paper,  that  in  the  ende  he  muft  buye 
his  commoditie  twife.  Yea,  craft  is  crept  into  the  bo- 
fome  of  fome,  with  fuch  Foxe-like  fubtiltie,  that  they 
laie  open  their  ware  as  nettes,  to  catch  young  Gentle- 
men, who  hauing  good  friends  and  affured  poffibilitie 
fhall  haue  what  he  will  vpon  truft  :  prouided  his  lands 
be  bound  for  paiment ;  and  fo  long  feede  his  humour 
with  coyne  and  commodities,  that  they  creep  at  laft  in- 
to his  whole  pofTeffions. 
A  man   muft  not  onely  vfe  a  lawfuU  trade,  but  alfo 
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vfe  it  lawfully,  without  deceit ;  and  though  it  be  neuer 
fo  bafe,  yet  if  followed  with  diligence,  will  maintaine 
his  eftate  honeftly,  fo  be  it  that  he  alwaies  keepe  within 
the  effenciall  properties  thereof:  yet  there  be  fome  that 
haue  fuch  wandring  wittes  and  ihittle  heads,  that  neuer 
reft  till  they  haue  afTaied  all  meanes,  leaue  the  limits  of 
their  calling;  and  runne  into  by  courfes,  and  either  fall 
into  a  loytering  life,  or  attempt  that  wherein  they  haue 
no  ikill,  whereby  their  follies  many  times  are  made  ma- 
nifeft  to  the  world  ;  for  none  can  iudge  of  an  Art,  but  he 
that  is  an  Artizan,  hereby  hindring  his  neighbour,  who 
hath  fitted  himfelfe  to  it  by  experience,  deluding  the 
common-wealth,  and  offending  the  lawe.  Appelles  rule 
is  quite  forgot ;  Ne  futor^  vltra  crepidam.  The  (homaker  The  painter 
muft  not  goe  beyond  his  latchet,  the  plowman  meddle  ^P^*^  *^  ^^ 
in  matters  of  Art,  nor  fchollers  teach  Coridon  to  holde  tu^n^ow 
the  plough,  but  euery  man  to  keepe  within  the  com- forgotten. 
paflfe  of  his  owne  ikill,  and  not  like  wild  coultes  to 
breake  into  other  mens  paftures :  But  many  bufie  fel- 
lowes  that  haue  fliort  armes,  yet  will  clafpe  many 
things,  fuppoflng  that  to  enterprife  is  fufficent  to  exe- 
cute, and  that  to  beginne  is  onely  inough,  though 
they  neuer  make  an  end,  and  thruft  into  many  trades, 
and  heape  one  thing  vpon  an  other,  in  fo  much  that  it 
often  falleth  out,  that  being  Solicitus  circa  multa,  bufied 
in  many  things,  proue  vniit  for  any  thing :  let  the  vnum 
then  be  preferred  that  tyeth  a  man  in  compafTe  of  good  One  thing  is 
abilitie.  For  as  a  fwift  currant  running  in  one  kill,  is  very  n««flane* 
forcible,  but  if  deuided  into  fmall  angles  is  lefTe  power- 
full  :  fo  in  like  cafe  fo  long  as  a  man  holdeth  out  in  that 
hee  was  brought  vp  in,  it  is  effefluall,  but  if  hee  once 
ftraggle  and  fcatter  into  other  Arts,  doth  vtterly  wea- 
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ken  and  difable  himfelfe,  and  is  vnfit  for  any  notable 
enterprife,  and  by  leaning  his  peculiar  trade,  is  pof- 
feft  with  fuch  a  greedie  difcontent,  as  hee  repineth  at 
the  profperitie  of  his  neighbour,  which  is  the  fruite  of 
enuy. 

Others    there    be    fo    lufkifh    and    idle,    that    though 
they  haue  both  meanes,   flrength  and  abilitie,  yet  will 
follow  none  at  all,  but  be  better  content  with  hunger 
and  eafe,  then  labour  and  profite,  or  elfe  by  vnlawfuU 
fhifts  come  to  a  fhamefuU  ende :  but  as  the  gripplenefle 
of  the  one  is  to  be  auoyded,  fo  the  fecuritie  of  the  other 
is  to  be  hated.     It  is  meete  that  euery  man  follow  his 
owne  vocation,  and  being    ordained  for  one  thing,   not 
to  fall  into  an  other:   If  fit  for  one,  to  holde  that,  and 
Sofaidold      fccke  no  other:   if  apt  for  poUide,  to  leaue  the   Mini- 
Father  Uti-    ftrie:    if  fit  for  the  plough,    to  leaue    the    Pulpit,    and 
^^'  vfe  that  for  which  hee  is  moft  pregnant:    for    one  of 

thefe  require  a  whole  man,  and  not  the  lead  part  of 
a  man. 

Three  things 'vphold  a  Monarchic  in  peace   &   tran- 
quillitie,  Scil:  tu  fupplex,  ora,  tu  protege,  tuque  labora.  Pray 
Three  things    thou,  defend  thou,  and  labor  thou :  thefe  3.  imploy  the 
intended  in      happineffe  of  eucry  ftate;  the  firft  the  Ecclefiafticall  dif- 
poHcie.  cipline:   the  fecond,  the  politique  ftate:   and  the  third, 

the  ftate  fubiugate :  fo  that  by  thefe,  &  in  thefe,  a  peace- 
able gouernment  is  maintained :  and  thefe  are  the  im- 
ployments  of  the  particulars  members  of  a  politique 
bodie,  within  the  limits  of  which,  euery  one  muft  keepe 
and  containe  himfelfe. 

But  if  any  man  fall  into  extrauagant  courfes,  hee 
flippeth  into  thofe  euils  that  flowe  from  the  complexi- 
on of  nature.     Wee  fee  howe  many  arc  rapt  vp  with 
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greedie  defire  of  getting,  and  neuer  fatisfied  with  that 
they  haue,  or  can  come  too,  eyther  by  violent  extortio, 
brabling  fuites,  and  vniuft  vexations,  that  they  had  ra- 
ther fpend  ten  pound  in  lawe  to  feed  the  malice  of  the 
mind  abroad,  then  by  loofing  ten  pence,  to  haue  it  qui- 
etly ended  at  home. 

I  and  now  a  dayes  fome  are  fo  madde  &  brain-flcke, 
that  they  fall  together  by  the  eares  for  the  value  of  a 
ftrawe,  and   make  hard  fhift  though  they  be  neuer    fo 
poore,  but  they  will  be  Termers,  and  trot  to  Weftmin- 
fter  three  or  foure  times  a  yeare,  though  their  wiues  and 
children  begge  in  the  meane  while :  and  what  get  they 
in  the  end  after  their  long  fuites,  faue  a  flap  with  a  Foxe- 
taile  (as  the  faying  is)   and   come  home  by  Need-ham 
crofle,  and  fooles  acre,  then  crye  they  out,  might  ouer- 
comes  right,  would  I  had  knowne  thus  much  before,  a 
vengeance  take  the  lawiers,  I  am  vndone :   they  weepe, 
the  lawiers  laugh,  and  the  diuels  fmgs.      The  common- if  it  were  not 
wealth  is  a  den  of  controuerfies,   a  man  cannot  brooke  ^°*"  ^°™^  **^ 
a  pettie  wrong,  but  by  &  by  he  runs  to  fome  make-bate  qu^fied,^Mi<l 
fome  petty  fogger,  who  no  doubt  is  forward  enough  to  confcionable 
put  fier  to  towe,  and  the  bellowes  to  blow  the  coales  of  Lawiers,  the 
contentions:    filling   the  head  with  quirkes   &   quiddits,  ^^"^^^^^°  ^^ 
who  being  hote  before,  is  now  of  a  light  fier,  till  he  be  in  ^.^uld  eate 
law,  the  world  fhall  not  diflwade  him.     Lawiers  fwarme  out  the  bow- 
as  thick  in  England,  as  frogs  in  Egipt\  they  norifh  ftrifes,  «llesofti»e 
beate  downe  charitie,  and  purchafe  to  themfelues  great  ^^j^"' 
inheritance  by  the  difcords  of  brabling  clients. 

Againe,  fome  for  a  priuate  gaine,  will  murmur  at  a 
common  good,  and  rather  wifh  a  dearth  to  benefite 
fome  fewe,  then  a  plentie,  that  may  bring  profit  all: 
if  they  haue  ftore  of  come,  they  had  rather  keepe  it 
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fliil  in  their  bames,  till  it  be  muftie  and  naught,  or  fuffer 
vermine  to  fpoile  it,  in  hope  of  an  excefliue  price,  then 
by  bringing  it  out  in  due  time,  to  haue  a  reafonable 
gaine;  and  this  is  a  true  experiment,  that  fuch  moathes 
are  fo  auaricious  and  couetous,  that  they  had  rather 
keepe  their  graine  till  it  be  corrupt  and  foiftie  at  home, 
or  fend  it  to  our  enemies  abroad,  to  ftarue  and  weaken 
our  owne  ftate,  then  to  relieue  their  bretheren  with  the 
crop  of  their  encreafe.  Certainly  though  they  would 
feeme  Chriftians,  and  men  of  good  fpirits,  yet  are  they 
not  equall,  no  nor  any  whit  comparable  to  the  Hea- 
then, fith  they  thought  nothing  too  deare  for  their 
countrey,  neither  life,  goods,  nor  anything  elfe,  and 
thefe  thinke  all  too  much,  be  it  neuer  fo  little.  And  to 
what  end  ferueth  this  greedie  defire  of  gaine,  but  to 
make  ledger-head  the  fonne,  march  before  the  cormo- 
rant his  father  in  fome  worldly  pompe,  and  to  couer 
his  fine  daughter  Sib,  with  Copweb-lawne  to  catch 
butterflyes :  this  is  not  the  high-way  to  honour. 

We  fee  that  plaine  Corydon,  that  hath  no  more  wit 

Euerymifers   then  to  knowe  the  price  of  Sattin  and  Veluet,  and  toies 

fonmuftiiea  to  make  him  foole-fine,  cannot  be  content  to  hold  the 

gentleman,      plough,  and  be  one  of  thofe  Aratores  optimos  dues  Reip: 

good     common-wealths     men,    keepe     hofpitalitie,    and 

fpend  his  reuenewes  moderately,  and  doo  good  in  the 

place  where  he  dwells :  but  being  crept  vp  to  wealth  by 

the  death  of  his  miferable  olde  father,  muft  inftantly  be 

dubd  a  gentleman  of  the  firft  nead,  and  purchafe  armes, 

though  it  be  at  a  deare  rate,  and  bee  a  fmoakie  gallant  in 

youth,  though  he  beg  his  bread  in  age,  and  lafti  out  that 

riotoufly,  that  his  father  got  miferly ;    and  as  one  well 

faith,  tedding  that  with  a  forke  in  one  yeare,  that  was 

not 
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not  gathered  together  with  a  rake  in  twentie:  And  this 
iumpeth  with  that  which  is  affirmed  before,  that  the 
goods  of  a  wretched  mifer  holdeth  not  long  together, 
but  as  it  hath  bene  badly  gotten,  fo  tis  as  leaudly  fpent. 
He  IS  now  of  no  efteeme  vnleffe  hee  be  cut  of  the  faflii- 
on,  and  can  fwagger  and  braue  it  out,  fweare  himfelfe 
into  fmoake  with  pure  refined  oathes,  and  fuftion  pro- 
teftations,  take  Tabacco  with  a  whiffe.  and  be  odly  hu- 
morous. And  in  no  cafe  it  muft  not  be  forgotten  he  is  a 
Gentleman,  and  therefore  to  ftiun  the  (lab,  you  muft 
prouide  a  facke-fuU  of  worfhipfull  titles  to  coole^  his 
bloud,  when  (God  wot)  his  grandfather  would  haue 
bene  glad  of  a  cruft  of  browne  bread  :  but  what  ftiould 
he  be  toucht  with  bafe  birth  or  bad  life?  is  he  not  now 
a  Gentleman,  and  hath  wherewithall  to  hold  it  vp  ?  but 
fuch  generofitie  is  like  a  copper  Ring  new  guilt  ouer, 
that  wareth  off  with  the  leaft  perfecution. 

Now  thefe  cannot  truly  fay  that  the  honour  of  their -'^^''^^^ A 
houfe  did  firft  rife  in  them,  or  that  true  gentilitie  is  deri-  ^^f^^^^- 
ued  out  of  their  loines  to  fucceffion,  becaufe  they  are 
neither  poffeft  with  any  notable  Vertue,  nor  created 
noble  by  accident,  but  haue  onely  a  little  pelfe,  which 
with  fwallow-wings,  is  flying  away  as  faft  as  their  rio- 
tous courfe  can  lay  it  on. 

Yet  will  their  infolence  arrogate  to  themfelues  ho- 
nour, as  though  it  ftood  onely  in  riches  and  worldly 
glory,  and  many  vaine  titles  will  they  plucke  by  vio- 
lence from  the  rude  world:  for  fimple  ignorance  gi- 
ueth  humble  reuerence  to  wealth  and  a  gay  coate;  but 
though  by  the  curtefie  of  wife  men,  and  fimplicitie  of 
foolesy  they  haue  many  faire  titles,  yet  let  them  not 
thinke  they  are  any  whit  the  more  honourable,  vnlefle 
I  3  they 
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they  haue  the  temperance  of  the  minde  &  body  before 
remembred. 

We  haue  here  in  common  vfe  to  buy  and  fell,  diuers 
peeces  of  filuer  and  gold,  which  pafTeth  from  man  to 
man  as  good  payment,  fo  long  as  the  mettall  be  currant, 
and  the  Princes  ftampe  vpon  it :  but  if  we  finde  a  peece 
counterfeit,  and  the  true  ilampe  fet  vpon  bafe  mettall, 
we  prefently  naile  it  to  a  poil,  and  wifh  the  coiner  han* 
ged,  fo  tliat  all  the  eftimation  is  in  the  mettall,  and  not  in 
the  print:  fo  in  like  manner,  though  a  man  be  neuer  fo 
Counterfeit  ^^y  ^  neuer  fo  highly  aduanced,  yet  if  Vertue  hath  not 
gentUitiie  framed  him  fit  for  thofe  places,  wife,  affable,  temperate, 
but  foolilh,  malicious,  and  vainglorious,  he  is  no  other- 
wife,  but  as  the  print  of  honour  fet  vpon  bafe  bullion, 
and  fo  commits  horrible  treafon  againft  the  maieilie  of 
Vtriue, 

There  bee  fome  that  hunt  after  honour,  and  forae 
that  be  hunted  after  by  honour :  touching  the  firft,  they 
are  fuch  as  by  bribes  or  double  diligence  creepe  into  a 
place  or  office  of  preferment,  and  neuer  reft  night  nor 
day,  till  by  money  &  friendfhip  they  haue  got  it  a  hun- 
grie  eye  to  fpye  out,  and  an  impudent  face  to  thruft  in, 
and  beeing  warmely  feated,  ftrout  vp  and  downe  with 
fwelling  termes,  as  if  they  had  rifen  by  fome  degree  of 
Vertue.  The  other  fort  are  fought  after  by  honour,  and 
they  bee  fuch  that  Vertue  frameth  fit  for  that  purpofe, 
that  firft  growe  excellent  in  fome  high  defert;  for  thefe 
beg  no  place,  nor  foift  into  office,  but  if  it  come,  they 
vnwillingly  hold  it,  and  be  no  whit  the  more  puft  vp  in 
opinion,  but  iuftly  exercife  the  fame,  not  fo  much 
for  theyr  owne  priuate  gaine,  as  for  the  generall 
good. 

Liberalitie 
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Liberalitie    is    a    mediocritie   in   giuing   benefites,   the  Libcralitie  u 
bloud  and  ftrength  of  fciences,  a    Vertiie  diuine ;  and  to  *^?  "^»«s* 
fpeake  briefly  of  her  properties,  firft  and  chiefly  a  libe-  ^^oHear. 
rail  man  is  ready  to  reward  hone(l[l]y  his  friends  alliance,  ning,  and  the 
and  fuch  [as]  are  neare  him,  to  fuccour  orphanes,  widowes,  worlds  Para- 
beftowe  poore  maidens  in  marriage,  and  raife  vp  foun-^^*"*" 
dations,  and   mend  decayed  llru£lures,  for  the  good  of 
pofteritie,  &  is  ftill  occupied  in  fuch  memorable  works: 
and  he  is  onely  a  franke  man,  that  diftributeth  his  fub- 
fiance  meafurably,  and  where  it  is  fit,  and  muft  confider 
to  whom  he  (hould  giue,  that  is,  to  the  needie ;   how 
much?    according   to   his   owne  abilitie,  and  the  others 
neceffitie :  and  when  ?   in  feafon  and  in  due  time,  for  li- 
beralitie refteth  not  onely  in  the  quantitie  of  the  thing 
giuen,  but  in  the  naturall  difpofition  of  the  giuer.     And 
this  is  one  of  the  chiefe  fpecies  of  luftice,  to  follow  the 
worthines  of  the  perfon  in  confidering  his  good  parts : 
for  if  gifts  foUowe  not   Vertuey  it  is  a  great  difparage- 
ment    to    her    followers :    nothing    is    liberall    but    that  A  Kbendl  man 
which  is  iuft,  which  is  the  ground  of  all ;  for  luftice  is  » » 6e>*««ll 
euery  Vertue:  if  her  (houlders   be   bowed   downe   with^      ""** 
want,  to  be  raifed  vp  againe  with  gifts :  for  there  is  no 
Vertue,  but  too  much  miferie   deftroyeth  :   in  fo    much 
that  if  a  man  be  as  prudent  as  Cato^  as  iuft  as  Manlyus^ 
as  magnanimious  as  Scipio,  and  as  temperate  as  Curius, 
yet    neuerthelefle,    if   thefe    vertues    bee    not    eftfoones 
cheriftied  by  beneuolence,  they  will    foone  faint,  growe 
feeble,  and  be  daunted.     TolU  glorias  cupiditatem^  &  omne  Ofor.  m.  /. 
Jiudium  inrtutis  extingues^    faith    one.     Take   away   the 
defire    of   glorie,    and    all    ftudie    of    Vertue   is    vtterly 
extinA :  for  true  it  is,  that  no  man  eyther  for  his  pri- 
uate  good,  or  common  profit,  will  apply  the  minde  to 
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any  Vertue,  vnleiTe  he  be  held  vp  and  comforted  in  ad- 
uerfitie,  or  rauifhed  with  an  immortall  hope,  becaufe 
the  faculties  of  the  minde  are  wholly  (ludious  to  holde 
vp  his  poore  dying  life.  Againe,  who  would  bend  him- 
felfe  to  Art,  Science,  Facultie,  or  any  kinde  of  learning, 
if  there  were  not  fome  glory?  for  what  moueth  the 
Lawier  to  beate  his  wits  on  Littletons  Maximes?  or  to 
be  fo  earned  to  finde  out  the  differences  of  caufes,  to 
bring  them  to  a  head,  but  glory?  the  Diuine  to  ftudie 
the  myfteries  of  Gods  wonders?  or  the  Phifition  to 
diue  into  the  fecrets  of  nature,  if  they  aymed  not  at  pre- 
ferment !  To  conclude,  honour  nourifheth  Art,  and  for 
the  regard  of  dignitie,  do  learned  men  ftriue  to  exceede 
in  facultie;  fo  that  aduancement  is  the  mother  of  Ver- 
tues  Common-wealth'^  yet  neuertheleffe  is  it  not  fo  tyed 
within  the  limits  of  a  circle,  to  keepe  there  and  goe  no 
further,  I  meane  in  refpe6ling  fimply  the  vertues  of  the 
Donee,  as  to  reward  Vertue,  and  nothing  but  Vertue ;  for 
the  vicious  being  in  want,  muft  bee  likewife  cherifhed, 
though  not  for  his  owne  fake  (hauing  nothing  in  him 
of  worth,  yet  becaufe  he  is  a  Chriftian  brother)  &  tber- 
fore  the  Apoftles  willeth  vs  to  do  good  to  all,  but  efped- 
ally  to  the  vertuous. 

So  that  a  franke  minde  doth  as  well  march  before 
and  leade  the  way  to  Vertue,  as  nourifli  her  in  whom 
flie  is  firft  fet.  The  fubftance  of  a  rich  man  is  not  fo  to  be 
fhut  vp  that  liberalitie  cannot  open  it,  nor  fo  vnlocked 
to  lye  abroad  for  euery  body,  but  a  meafure  to  be  kept, 
which  muft  bee  referred  to  abilitie:  for  as  it  is  not  the 
part  of  a  liberall  man  to  be  too  pinching  and  niggardly, 
as  to  with-hold  from  good  dutie,  fo  is  he  prodigall  that 
fpendeth  his  faculties  vpon   flagitious  and    vile   perfons^ 
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or  vpon  bad  and  leaud  courfes,  but  onely  where  there 
IS  a  figne  of  Vertue  prefent,  or  an  introduction  to  a  fu- 
ture honeftie:  for  the  imployment  of  money  is  not  ho- 
neft,  vnlefle  it  be  to  fome  good  end ;  neither  is  he  a  wife 
man  that  is  fo  foole-large  in  diftributing  his  goods,  to 
wafte  his  patrimonie,  efpecially  vpon  fuch  vaine  things 
whereof  a  fhort  memorie  or  none  at  all  doth  remaine, 
neceflitie  not  prouoking,  nor  fhewe  of  honeftie  indu- 
cing: fuch  vnaduaned  mifpence  bringeth  nought  but 
ignominie  and  fhame :  for  what  credit  is  it  for  a  man  to 
lafh  out  his  mony  in  feafts,  playes,  huntings,  hawkings, 
and  fuch  vaine  fports  that  foone  vanifli?  It  is  the  grea- 
teft  folly  that  may  bee,  that  the  thing  that  a  man  doth 
which  is  honeft,  to  endeuour  it  may  no  longer  be  done : 
for  as  a  wife  man  omitteth  not  to  do  good  at  all  times, 
fo  hee  vfeth  the  matter  with  fuch  moderation,  that 
he  keepeth  a  ftore  by  him  to  helpe  with  when  occafion 
is  offered. 

How  infamous  among  writers  is  Comodus^  Nero, 
Caligula,  Heliogabahis,  and  other  like  monfters,  which  Prodigalitie  is 
exhaufted  and  deuoured  infinite  treafures  in  banquets,  a  raging  fire, 
brothel-houfes,  and  fuch  abhominations :  was  this  libe- 
ralitie?  fhal  they  not  fuffer  reproach  to  the  worlds  end? 
and  fhal  not  all  prodigall  fpend-thrifts,  that  waftfully 
confume  their  wealth,  be  partakers  of  the  like  (hame? 
Surely  yes,  when  they  are  not  transferred  with  the 
rule  of  meafure,  to  doo  that  which  they  may  continue 
to  do,  and  fith  they  haue  meanes  to  do  good,  to  raife  vp 
a  happie  memorie  by  dedicating  theyr  beneuolence  to 
pofteritie:  and  this  was  the  caufe  our  auntients  fet  forth 
the  pifture  of  a  Gentlemen  with  his  hands  open,  to  fig- 
nifie    that    liberalitie  was  the  honour   of   a   Gentleman, 
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and  that  to  giue  was  alwayes  heroicall. 

Now  what  aduantage  then  hath  a  rich  man,  that  by 
rewards  may  purchafe  immortalitie,  and  outftrip  the 
furie  of  Vice  with  good  workes?  if  fo  be  hee  abandon 
vaine  glory,  and  do  that  he  doeth  with  fmceritie. 

From  a  good  man,  gifts  paffe  with  a  free  donation, 
not  looking  backe  for  requitall,  nor  blowing  the  trump 
when  he  giueth  almes :  yet  can  wee  not  fay,  but  grati- 
tude as  a  hand-maide,  is  euer  attendant ;  for  though  a 
poore  man  cannot  acquite  againe  in  meafure,  yet  is  he 
forced,  will  hee,  nill  hee  to  confeffe  a  debt  beyond  mea- 
fure ;  for  a  good  mind  doth  alwayes  remunerate  a  good 
tume. 

Enmus.  BetiefoHa  male  locata^  malefaila  arbitro. 

Good  deeds  mifplaced,  become  euill  deeds. 

So  that  it  is  a  great  decay  of  Vertue,  when  the  merits 
of  the  vertuous  are  carelefly  ouer-paffed,  for  when  men 
are  ledde  by  paflion,  not  by  reafon,  many  worthy  fpi- 
rits  run  out  their  liues  vnprofitably,  confume  their  dales 
in  condolement,  and  repent  the  time  fpent  in  fcience, 
when  they  might  haue  gotten  fome  adulterous  trade. 
Now  I  fay  when  Vertue  doth  knocke  at  the  doore  of  li- 
beralitie,  and  can  haue  no  entrance,  no  maruell  though 
(he  be  frozen  with  colde,  &  goe  a  begging  from  doore 
to  doore :  but  the  iniquitie  of  the  time  hatcheth  many 
euils  in  aduancing  where  Vertue  doth  not  merit,  in  rai- 
fmg  vp  fuch  as  are  voyd  of  all  good  parts.  Now  whe  no- 
table imploymens  are  vnworthily  beftowed,  and  giuen 
by  corruptio,  the  power  of  Vertue  muft  needs  be  weake- 
ned and  growe  colde,  and  be  feeble  as  the  Orator  faith ; 

MaU 


70 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Veriues  Common-ivealth. 

Mali  enim  fe  res  habety  cum  quod  virtute  effici  debet,   id  ojk,  lib,  2. 
tentatur  pecunid.    The  matter  (faith  he)  cannot  goe  well, 
when  the  fame  that  fhould  be  wrought  by  Vertue,  is  ac- 
compliflied  by  money :   this  ouertumeth  all,  for  no  man 
will    willingly   embrace    her,   if   fhee  bring  no  aduance- 
ment :   fo  that  in  this  there  lyeth  a  two-folde  mifchiefe, 
one    the    difcouraging    of    learning,    the    other    in    the 
corruption ;   for  he  that  buyeth  an  office  muil  needs  fell 
it  againe,  and   by  extortion  wring  the   confcience  with 
iniuftice :    and  therefore   Cato  would  that   no   olde  offi- 
cer fhould  be  remoued  till  he  dye,  or  for  fome  notable  Officers 
crime.     For  (faith  hee)  new  officers  are  as  hungrie  flyes,  ^°.^^^^. 
that  neuer  leaue  fucking  till  their  bellies  be  full,  whereas  ^^.^^ 
the  old  ones  being  ful  before,  fucke  more  faintly,  fo  that 
the  oftner  they  are  chaunged,  the  more  do  they  gnawe 
and  fting  the  Common-wealtli :    and  get  what  is  more 
common  then  buying  and  felling  of  offices  ?  for  there  is 
almoft  now  a  dales,  no  office,  but  is  bought,  fold,  &  offe- 
red to  him  that  wil  giue  moft,  as  a  bankerout  felles  his 
goods :  for  if  he  can  but  nickhornnize  his  name  in  fome 
ordinary  fac  Jifnile,  he  may  flep  vp  to  dignitie  :  Nd  genus  nor,  ad 
&  forma  Regina  pecunia  donat,  though  he  want  all  good  «««• 
properties  &  intelligible  parts.    If  a  hungry  flye,  a  fmatte- 
rer,  either  for  enuy  of  the  partie  that  is  already  poffefl  of  Hungry  flyes 
fome  office ;  or  to  fatisfie  his  defire  of  priuate  gaine,  (for  Woud-fuckers 
by  this  it  fhalbc  befl  knowne)  do  feeke  vniuflly  to  afpire 
by  crowding  and  wrefling  the  other  out,  &  therein  la- 
bour. Omnibus  neruis,  by  direft  and   indirect  means,  it 
may  wel  be  thought  he  hath  opened  the  gate  of  his  co- 
fciece,  to  corrupt  &  falfe  dealing.     And  therfore  if  a  ma  be 
not  lawfully  called,  it  is  a  point  of  wifdom  to  flay  &  haue 
an  vnworthy  opinio  of  himfelfe,  &  be  pacified  with  his 

K  2  prefent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vertues  Common-wealth, 

prefent  ftate,  vntill  the  vancancie  of  a  place  (hall  impor- 
tune him  to  make  fute. 

But  it  often  otherwife  commeth  to  paffe,  that  mo- 
ney and  countenance  can  promote  men  of  no  defert 
to  preferment:  for  inftance,  one  whofe  braine  is  all 
mudde,  that  neuer  put  his  affe-head  into  the  Accade- 
mie,  little  wit,  and  leffe  honeftie,  may  notwithftanding 
climbe  vp  to  office,  and  be  highly  feated,  fo  that  he  fmg 
E^^'  fweetely  with  Menalcas :  Aurea  mala  decem  mifi  eras  alte- 

ra mittam. 

And  a  bafe  ftigmaticall  Thrafo,  Fex  populi,  the  fcum 
and  dregges  of  the  people,  that  hath  no  commendable 
qualitie,  as  meanes  to   infinuate  into  fauour,  but  garru- 
lous  pratling,  vnworthy  chaflie  eares :   yet  fhall  he  want 
no  countenance,  if  fo  be  he  can  but  Ars  adulandi^  to  feed 
the  flambe  of  wickedneffe,  with  the  fuell  of  fmfuU  fop- 
perie. 
Vice  rides  on       ^^d  thus  ftiall  Vice  be  animated  and  borne  out,  be 
when  Vertuc    ^^  neuer  fo  brutifli  and  vnciuill,  and  be  hugd  in  the  bo- 
is  faioe  to  trot  fome  of  charitie,  when  a  man  honed,  if  poore,  fhall  bee 
onfootbacke.  fcarce   knowne  of  his  neighbours,   much  leffe  haue   any 
meafurable  allowance.     O  pittifuU  cafe  when  Vice  (hall 
be    exalted,    wickedneffe    loued,    and    godlineffe    hated! 
Hence  it  is  fo  many  daungers  arife,  when  the  meede  of 
Vertue  is  ingratitude,  and  fo  many  good  wits  iniured  in 
the  iuilice  of  their  merit,  guld  by  fycophants  and  flatte- 
rers, are  not  onely  heereby  diflrafted    in  their  fludies, 
and   difmayed  to  proceed,  but  which  is  worfe,  fo  great 
difcontentment    breed,  that    they    often    proue    difloyall, 
reuolt    from    obedience,  and    eyther    fall    into    difhonefl 
fhifls  at  home,  or  bad  atchieuements  abroad:   thrufling 
their  weapons  into   the  bowels  of  their  mothers,  eyther 
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by  open  praftifes,  or  fecret  confpiracies.  When  with 
bribery  and  coUatorall  praftises,  men  of  no  gifts  leape 
vp  to  preferment ;  &  though  they  be  neucr  fo  weake  and 
iimple  in  iudgement,  yet  wil  dare  (being  thus  lifted  vp) 
to  cenfure  euery  man,  as  they  were  not  meanly  fighted  The  ignorant 
in  the  deepeft  things,  and  by  a  malicious  rage  are  readie  ^  fclfc-wifc 
to  controwle  others  doings,  whe  to  back  their  carping 
tongues,  put  on  a  fuperficiall  habit  of  learning,  whereas 
if  they  be  nearly  toucht,  they  appeare  nothing  elfe  but 
emptie  bagges,  ftuft  with  vain-glory,  Nomine  gramatice 
re  Barbariy  &  feeke  what  they  can  to  barre  the  vertuous 
of  their  iuft  reward,  and  darken  their  good  names  with 
fcandalles,  that  the  memorie  of  their  labours  may  die. 
Thus  when  good  deferts  are  neglefted,  liberalitie  for- 
gotten, and  the  bad  countenanced,  the  common  ftate 
is  in  great  hazard :  but  this  is  that  iron  age  Quid  fpeakes  />^a  atas, 
of,  wherein  Vertue  fhould  finde  cold  comfort,  and  paffe 
from  doore  to  doore  vnregarded:  which  prefcience  of 
the  Poet  was  neuer  more  verified  the  in  thefe  laft  times : 
for  neuer  was  this  fweet  harmony  of  nature,  the  eye  of 
world,  the  miftris  of  reafon,  of  leffe  price  amongft  men 
then  now,  for  fome  are  fo  pufl  vp  with  pride  &  violence, 
that  they  had  rather  burye  their  coyne  with  Euclio  in 
Plautus^  then  impart  a  myte  for  the  incouragement  of 
laudable  Sciences:  in  fo  much  as  this  colde  deuotion, 
caufeth  many  to  leaue  trading  for  fo  excellent  a  le- 
well. 

And  not  only  Couetoufneflfe  is  an  obllacle  and  let 
therevnto:  but  Pride,  Pride,  diuellifh  Pride,  is  crept  in- 
to all  dates,  euery  man  is  fallen  in  loue  with  himfelfe, 
either  of  his  perfon  or  apparell,  his  quallities  arc  fo  ex- 
cellent in  his  owne  eye:  a  poore  mans  wife  will  be  as 
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trim  as  a  gentlewoman,  and  euery  one  ftudious  to  deck 
themfelues  in  brauerie,  when  their  manners  are  out  of 
all  good  order:  like  the  Mufition  that  is  very  carefuU 
to  fet  his  ftrings  in  tune,  and  let  his  manners  be  ftill  out 
of  order,  the  minde  is  fet  vpon  fafhions,  fangles,  &  gaw- 
i(h  cloathes,  now  one,  and  then  an  other,  neuer  con- 
tent long  with  modeft  and  fober  attire,  it  is  too  meane, 
too  bafe,  too  beggerly :  for  now  he  or  Ihe  that  can  put 
themfelues  into  a  monftrous  fafhion,  a  Angular  habit, 
and  be  ftraungely  dreft  vp,  are  in  theyr  owne  opinion 
very  gallant,  but  in  the  ludgement  of  wife  men  they  are 
Pride  as  brief  but  a  blowne  bladder,  painted  ouer  with  many  colours, 
in  England,  ftuft  fuH  ^f  pj.yg  ^nd  enuie  :  the  brauerie  without,  Ihew- 
^  Sodomr"  ^^  ^^  arrogancie  within  ;  for  as  there  is  no  fire  without 
fmoake,  nor  no  vifible  griefe,  but  an  inward  feftering,  fo 
in  whom  fo  euer  fuch  badges  of  vanitie  appeares,  it  is  a 
fure  token  there  is  a  ftinking  puddle  of  vain  glory  with- 
in. Some  iuggle  theyr  lands  into  gay  apparell,  and  clap 
it  vp  in  a  fmall  roome  that  contained  a  great  circuite, 
and  holde  it  a  point  of  poUicie,  to  put  their  lands  into 
two  or  three  truncks  of  new  cloathes,  that  wearing  their 
lands  on  their  backs,  they  may  fee  that  no  ftrip  or  waft 
be  done  by  their  tenants :  but  when  they  would  Iuggle 
backward  their  cloaths  into  lands  againe,  alas  and  wela- 
day  they  are  fo  thredbare  &  out  at  th'elbows,  that  they 
will  not  match  the  former  value,  and  fo  is  dubd  Sir  lohn 
Hadland]  a  knight  of  pennyleffe  bench.  Thus  to  make 
IdoUs  of  their  carkaffes  for  a  while,  begger  themfelues 
for  euer.  And  many  fuch  bafe  pefants  that  haue  witleffe 
wealth,  or  wealth  without  wit,  are  puft  vp  with  fuch  pre- 
fuming  thoughts,  as  they  ambitioufly  aime  to  tricke  vp 
themfelues  in  coftly  fuites,  and  couet  to  match,  nay  to 
exceed  men  of  good  worth  and  place :   but  this  is  defti- 
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ned  to  fuch  high  mindes,  that  when  they  are  crept   vp 

to  the  toppe  of  fuch  brauerie,   they  often  fall  to  great 

fhame,  being  the  firft  fteppe  to  the  downe-fall  of  beg- 

gerie  :    but    howfoeuer   they    incroach    into    vaine-glori- 

ous  tytles,  yet  wife  men  meafure  all  eftates  by  their  ver- 

tues,   not  by  pompe  and   outward    brauery,   and   defpife 

not    him    whome    birth,    time,   place,    or    office,    maketh 

worthie    of   fuch  coftly  ornaments,   but  holde  it  lawful! 

and  commendable  to  fit  their  degrees  in  apparrell,  an- 

fwerable  to  their  callings :    but  if  we  ftiould  enter  into 

the    intoUerable    abufe   of  Pride,   wee    might    paint   out 

fome  that  are  dying  theyr  faces  with   painting,    to    be 

more  louely  and  amiable,   and   ftretch   their  wits  aboue 

Ela  to  be  the  originall  of  fome  new  toye :  but  who  is  fo 

foolifh  to  count  them  the  fairer  for  that  ?   but  rather  the 

fowler :   for  that  face  that  is  flubbred  &  flarched  with  fo 

many  ointments  &  drugs,  is  more  liker  a  fore  &  fcurflfe, 

then  a  naturall  face :  God  hath  giuen  the  face,  and  thou  Painted  &ces 

defilefl  it  with  myre  &  dirt ;  wouldft  thou  be  faire,  to  be  abhominable. 

more  amiable  ?   why,  filence,  fobrietie,  chaflity,  are  beau- 

tifuU  ornaments,  and  richer  then  any  orient  pearle,  and 

with  wife  men    more    ineflimable :    but  indeede  if  thou 

wouldefl  intice  the  eyes  of  them  that  behold  thee,  nou- 

rifli  luft  in  young  men,  and  drawe  them  after  thee,  then 

this  is  the  way :   but  in  my  opinion,  it  is  impoffible  for 

thee  to  get  a  good  &  vertuous  hufband  with  who  thou 

maifl  Hue  quietly  &  wel,  by  fmering  thy  vifage :   for  whe 

he  feeth  that  thy  face  was  but  florifht  ouer,  he  fhall  finde 

thee  a  deceitfuU  crocodile,  and  fo  loathe  and  hate  thee 

more  afterward,  then  ever  he  loued  thee  before. 

Now  what  are  thefe  thus  patcht  vp  by  their  owne 
workmanfhip,  but  the  leaft  part  of  thefelues :  they  canot 
be  cotent  to  be  as  God  made  them,  but  as  though  they 
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were  hudled  vp  in  hafte,  and  fent  into  the  world  not 
fully  finiflied :  and  to  this  end  feme  their  drugs,  balmes^ 
The  diuell  the  oyntments,  paintings,  Lac  virginis,  &  certere  quid  non  t 
(U^*^o^  to  mend  the  leaft  mote  amiffe:  fye  vpo  thefe  frownfing 
kingftickes,  I^ons,  poking  ftickes,  perriwigs,  embroided  fore-tops, 
&c.  &C.   which  are  all  an  euident  token  of  that  filthy  ken- 

nell  of  mudde  wherwith  they  are  poffeft:  for  what  is 
all  this  but  to  impeach  the  Creator,  and  difable  the  all 
omnipotent  workemanfliip  of  nature  ?  for  when  they 
haue  done  what  they  can,  they  paint  but  a  muddy  wall, 
and  fet  a  gloffe  vpon  a  counterfeit :  for  though  they 
(hould  bathe  themfelues  in  milke  euery  day,  as  Cleopa- 
tra^ )ret  will  they  crye  out  with  Ouid,  lam  meos  vultus  Ru- 
gafemilis  erat. 

And  ouertaken  with  time,  the  vifage  will  bee 
wrinckled,  rugged,  and  hard-fauoured,  and  the  whole 
body  crooked,  infirme,  weake,  and  bent  downeward, 
and  force  them,  mauger  their  heads,  to  behold  theyr 
graues,  where  vnder  a  clod,  they  and  theyr  gay  cloutes 
mull  bee  buried ;  the  memembrance  whereof  (hould 
make  them  vaile  their  plumes,  and  turne  pride  to  humi- 
litie:  but  the  abundance  they  wallow  in,  like  Epicures, 
drowne  the  minde  in  fenfualitie,  choake  vp  the  vnder- 
ftdnding,  and  keepes  it  backe  from  the  contemplation 
Coldcharatie  of  future  happineffe.  And  notwithftanding  they  are 
nowadayes.  fo  rfch  and  fumptuoufly  arrayed,  and  carrie  fo  much 
golde  about  theyr  neckes,  and  fo  hung  with  coftly 
Jewels,  yet  will  denie  to  giue  a  halfe-penny  to  them 
that  haue  neede:  6  ftonie  heart!  that  can  fuffer  the 
poore  to  be  in  want,  yea  dye  for  hunger,  and  thou  ftuft 
ful  of  delicates,  cloathed  in  filkes  and  fine  garments,  and 
let   them  lye  naked  in  the  ftreetes :   or  if  the  extreame 
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neceflitie  of  fome  poore  Lazarus  moue  compunflion, 
to  giue  an  almes,  it  muft  be  done  in  the  eie  of  the  world, 
and  fet  downe  in  capitall  Letters,  and  commended  to 
pofteritie,  as  a  worke  of  eternal  memorie.  In  like  maner 
if  we  defcend  lower,  we  fhall  fee  Pride  ruffle  in  bafe  Ru-  Euery  bafe 
ftickes,  for  euery  one  will  be  in  the  fafliion,  howfoeuer  Tapfter  or 
they  come  by  it ;  the  feruant  cannot  be  knowne  from  ?^^^^l'  '*'"' 
the  Maifter,  the  maide  from  the  Miftris,  nor  fcarce  anyQ^^^^^* 
mans  eftate  diftinguifht  by  his  apparell;  but  euery  flo- 
uenly  feruingman,  and  greafie  fcrape-trencher  will  ex- 
ceede  the  boundes  of  his  calling,  and  creepe  into  ac- 
quaintance with  veluet,  fattin,  and  fuch  coftly  ftuffe,  too 
high  I  wiffe  for  their  lowe  eftate,  and  laie  all  they  can 
rap  and  rend  on  their  backes,  in  fwaggering  and  vaine 
apparel,  to  feenie  a  clout  of  lowfie  gentilitie,  that  pro- 
uing  bankerouts  in  youth,  are  faine  to  weare  ragges 
in  age.  And  euery  Countrey-wench  that  hath  but 
foure  nobles  a  yeare  and  (hiftes,  muft  be  trimly  trickt 
vp  like  mayde  Marryan  in  a  Morrice  daunce,  and  her 
ruffes  fet  aboue  the  common  fize,  and  bee  in  the  fa- 
fliion, though  fhe  get  it  with  fliiftes;  but  the  fhifts  that 
makes  her  laugh,  fendes  her  often  home  by  weeping 
croffe. 

But  it  is  vndoubtedly  true,  that  fuch  as  are  fo  curi- 
ous, to  dight  vp  themfelues  in  quaint  attire,  forget  to 
adome  the  minde  with  humilitie,  modeftie,  fliame- 
faftneiTe,  and  fuche  feminine  vertues  as  becommeth 
tiieyr  fexe,  and  vtterly  omit  to  decke  the  foule  with  the 
fparkeling  lemmes  of  fober-befeeming  qualities.  Con- 
fider  what  you  are,  and  whereto  you  muft:  a  painted 
poft  doth  but  deceiue  the  eye,  and  a  painted  bodie  the 
foule.     Is  there  a  new  fafliio  come  out  ?  be  thou  then  the 
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firft  to  put  it  downe,  follow  not  the  guife  of  the  world, 
but  fecke  for  thofe  virgine  vertues  that  will  make  you 
Hue  admired,  as  a  wife  and  fober  matron ;  for  the  vanitie 
of  apparell  (hewes  the  lightneffe  of  the  heart,  and  the 
A  faire  whore  very   badge  of  inconftancie,    whe   many  female   ferpents 
IS  a  fweet  poy-  jyg  ;jj  ^aite  to  deceiue  young  wits  with  traines  of  loue, 
loueUkca^'^    and  fet  out  their  gay  bodies  to  fight,  as  pleafing  obie£ls 
fallc  fire  foonc  to  intrap  the  foule,  that  tender  youth  may  make  anna- 
out  tomie  of  miferie  by  their  owne  woes. 

A  beautifull  flrumpet  is  an  Adamant  that  drawes,  a 
Panther  that  allures,  and  of  the  nature  of  quicke-filuer : 
for  as  this  mettall  doth  mingle  it  felfe  with  gold  where- 
foeuer  they  meete;  fo  they  refpeft  nothing  in  a  man 
but  money,  and  on  that  fet  their  loue,  and  prize  wealth 
before  any  intemall  Vertue.  For  as  they  are  a  painted 
continent  of  flatterie,  the  Image  of  inconftancie,  and 
the  cabanet  of  euill:  fo  the  habitation  of  fuch  fcorpi- 
ons,  is  likened  to  hell,  Nodes  atque  dies  patet  atri  lanua 
ditisy  night  and  day  the  gates  ftand  open  to  receiue  all 
commers,  and  by  their  fweete  words  and  loofe  maners, 
drawe  foules  to  Gehenna,  Thefe  iette  with  heads  aloft, 
hung  with  rich  abilliments,  coftly  lewels,  and  braue 
attire,  when  fetters  for  their  feet,  and  manacles  for  their 
hands,  were  more  feemlier  for  fuch  ftiameleffe  Curti- 
zans. 

Thefe  are  as  baites  to  take  men,  as  hookes  do  fifties, 
and  as  Hiena,  fiattereth  when  flie  meaneth  to  kill,  and 
the  Crocodile  weepe  when  ftie  pretends  murder :  fo  do 
they  imbrace  their  louer  with  a  dagger  in  his  bofome, 
and  feede  him  with  fweete  words,  wanton  toyes,  till 
they  bring  him  into  fooles  paradize:  but  when  the 
ftorms  of  aduerfitie  begin  to  flow,  their  loue  doth  ebbe : 
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and  wh€  my  yong  nouife  his  purfe  is  dried  vp,  the  great 
fliew  of  loue  doth  abate :  And  therfore  thefe  mermaids 
may  be  fitly  compared  to  glorious  flowers,  that  haue 
(linking  fmels,  puft  vp  with  pompe  &  lightnefle,  and  c6- 
taine  nothing  within  but  deceit  and  treachery:  in  fight 
louely  &  sauerous :  but  in  tad  moft  deadly  &  venimous. 

O  vaine  mind!  that  buildfl:  thy  reft  vpon  finful  fport, 
and  makeft  fhipwracke  of  chaftitie  for  gaine,  as  though 
there  were  no  God,  or  at  leaft  that  he  were  idle  and  did 
not  regard  the  aftion  of  men :  fliall  they  not  one  day 
they  knowe  not  how  foone,  be  conuented  before  his 
feat,  and  giue  account  for  euery  idle  word?  much  more 
for  pride,  couetoufneffe,  whoredome,  and  fuch  like  ab- 
hominable  deeds  :  and  being  conuifled  by  their  owne 
cofcience,  wil  they  not  be  danted  at  the  woful  sentence, 
Goe  ye  curfed?  &c.  no  doubt  yts^  their  courage  will 
quaile,  &  their  pride  abate:  filthie  fports  &  fweet  finnes 
are  fhort  and  foone  vade:  but  the  guiltineffe  tarrieth  ftil 
behind,  and  clogs  the  foule  to  eternall  deftruftion. 

Againe,  by  riches  is  corrupted  the  ludgement  with 
partiallitie ;  for  doth  not  the  vaine  world  value  a  man  by 
mony,  by  the  outfide  not  the  infide,  and  iudge  him  rich 
if  poffeft  with  fome  worldly  honour?  For  let  a  poore 
man  be  neuer  fo  honeft,  wife,  temperate,  and  his  minde 
neuer  fo  beautifull,  yet  if  his  backe  be  poore,  in  want, 
need,  and  out  of  fafhion,  and  hath  neither  money  nor 
friends,  he  ftiall  haue  Tom  Drums  entertainment :  Si  ni- 
hil attuleris,  ibis  Home  for  as,  Why  money  is  the  finewes, 
the  bloud,  and  foule  of  man,  without  which  all  is  no- 
thing be  it  neuer  fo  excellent :  for  vnleffe  the  purfe  be 
well  lynde  with  crownes,  neither  Science,  cunning. 
Art,  honeftie,  or   any  Vertue,  is  auaileable  to  aduance 
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to  dignitie  (without  fome  mechanicall  indeuour)  for 
gold  maketh  a  way  to  euery  thing,  yea  and  openeth  the 
gates  of  hell  as  the  Poet  faith. 

Omnis  enim  res, 
Virtus,  fama,  decus,  diuinOy  humandque  pulchris 
Hor.  infer-  Diuitijs  parent :  quas  qui  canjiruxerit,  ille 

moH.  lu  2.  Clarus  erit,  fortis^fapiens,  etiam  Sf  Rex: 

Et  quicquid  volet,  hoc  veluti  virtute  paratum 
Sperauit  magna  laudifore. 

So  that  a  man  hath  all  thefe  properties  in  the  vaine 
opinio  of  the  world,  if  fo  be  he  be  rich,  but  if  poore,  not- 
withftanding  he  be  ftored  with  good  vertues,  yet  is  he 
not  reputed  as  he  is  :  hath  he  mony  ?  yea :  is  he  rich,  and 
hath  he  great  poffeffions  ?  yea :  why  the  let  him  be  ho- 
noured, and  deemed  vertuous,  gratious,  and  what  hee 
will,  though  in  truth  and  veritie  he  be  nor  fo  nor  fo.  A- 
gaine,  is  he  beggerly,  hath  he  no  money  nor  meanes? 
why  then  let  him  packe  and  walke  along,  no  penny,  no 
Pater  nojier :  for  hee  is  as  one  dead,  among  the  liuing ; 
though  indeede  properly  this  peremptorie  fentence 
ought  not  to  be  fo  applied ;  but  rather  to  Vertue,  and  lit- 
erature, without  which  the  bodie  is  dead,  although  it 
liue. 

What  cannot  this  humpifli  elemct  bring  to  paffe  }  can 

it  not  couer  a  maffe  of  ill  humors  ?  and  caufe  the  fon  to 

betray  his  owne  Father.?   as  a  leaud  fellow  faid  once,  If 

A  true  fpeech  ^V  Father  were  a  hangman,  my  mother  a  harlot,  &  my 

of  a  Cannibal,  felf  no  better  :  yet  if  I  haue  mony,  I  am  liked  wel  inough, 

and  neuer  toucht  with  their  mifdeeds :   fo  that  there   is 
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no  vice  that  wealth  doth  not  fmother :  a  rich  man  as 
proud  as  Tarquine,  as  cruell  as  Nero,  as  doggifh  as  Ty- 
niortf  as  couetous  as  Diues,  and  as  foolifh  as  Lobellinus, 
yet  all  thefe  vices  are  hid  with  greatnefle,  and  though 
counterfeit  mettall,  yet  with  a  true  ftampe  may  currant- 
ly  pafTe:  but  a  poore  man,  in  whom  is  great  wifedome, 
and  many  good  parts,  Si  res  augujla  domi,  if  coyne  be 
wanting,  he  is  defpifed,  reiefled,  and  neuer  vfed  in  ex- 
ployting  waightie  matters  :  fo  that  a  man  is  neuer 
thought  wife,  learned,  vnleffe  he  be  rich,  and  fwim  in 
the  flreame  of  wealth :  and  though  he  fpeake  well,  and 
to  the  purpofe,  yet  is  he  neuer  gracious,  as  the  Poet 
faith,  Rara  tetiui  facundia  panno.  A  poore  mans  fpeech  is  Saiyr.  y 
feldome  pleafant,  and  wifedome  vnder  a  ragged  coate 
feldome  canonicall :  which  the  Fhilofopher  wel  found,  Leaming 
when  offring  to  preffe  into  the  prefence  with  his  fimple  ^^™^  *^***  ^^ 
weedes,  was  (hut  out  by  a  grim  Cerberus,  but  fl^i^ing^^ 
his  cloathes,  was  admitted  without  repulfe :  wherefore 
comming  before  the  king,  hee  turned  all  his  obeyfance 
vpon  his  owne  cloathes,  faying:  I  muft  honour  them 
that  honour  me,  for  my  cloutes  brought  that  to  paffe 
which  all  my  Philofophie  could  neuer  accomplifh. 
And  thus  is  the  rich  beautie  of  the  minde,  meafured  by 
a  beggers  weede,  and  gay  apparell  preferred  before  a 
minde  well  qualified :  fo  the  rude  opinion  lookes  at 
nothing  but  the  outward  pi£lure,  and  magnifie  an  ig- 
norant Afle,  fo  he  haue  a  gay  coate,  &  fet  him  on  a  high 
feate,  where  by  filence  he  may  feeme  wife :  for  the  wife- 
dome  of  a  man  faith  Salomofi,  is  knowne  by  his  fpeech. 
But  as  by  knocking  on  a  veffell,  the  cracke  (if  any  be)  wil 
foone  be  feene,  fo  if  toucht  with  an  argument,  his  crackt 
vnderftanding  will  foone  be  manifefl. 
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Great  places  are  poffeft  with  men  of  weake  iudge- 
Simple  mea  m^nt,  that  hauc  no  iotte  of  wprthinefle,  but  wealth  and 
cUmbe  to  high  worldly  fame»  and  can  feme  for  no  other  vfe  but  for  a 
places.  Nomenclator  to  tell  the  clocke,  call  a  fpade,  a  fpade,  and 

recken  vp  the  proper  names  of  things :  yet  if  trimly  fpun-> 
ged  vp  in  fome  formality  (though  he  haue  little  wit,  and 
fmall  honeftie)  it  is  inough  to  raife  him  vp  to  fome  dig- 
nitie :  but  when  fuch  an  one  is  exalted  into  the  impara- 
tiue  moode,  how  moodie  his  maifterfhip  is,  fo  toade- 
fwolne  with  pride  and  ambitio,  that  he  is  ready  to  burft 
in  funder,  &  fo  rapt  vp  in  conceit  of  his  high  place,  that 
he  vtterly  forgets  his  firft  creation.  Oh  it  is  a  world  of 
fport  to  heare  how  fome  fuch  clouting  beetles  rowle  in 
their  loblogicke,  and  intrinficate  into  the  maior  of  the 
matter,  with  fuch  hide-bound  reafons,  that  he  makes  a 
pittifuU  learned  face:  one  fpreads  his  armes,  cleares  his 
throate,  as  who  fliould  fay,  attend,  attend,  for  now  hee 
fpeakes,  whofe  conclufions  are  vnanfwerable,  but  fin* 
ding  the  propoiition  too  deepe  for  his  (hallow  wit,  fud- 
denly  ftarts  backe,  and  briefly  huddles  vp  his  headlefTe 
matter.  An  other  (hakes  his  emptie  head,  and  diues  into 
the  bottome  of  his  bottomeleflfe  braines,  to  finde  fome 
intricate  and  tedious  circumftance,  into  which  when 
he  is  entered  hee  cannot  finde  a  period  and  full  re(l,  fo 
many  Tautologies  and  itterations  come  into  the  way, 
that  vnlefTe  fome  Ariadne  lend  a  threed  to  pull  him  out 
of  Dedalus  laborinth,  hee  muft  needs  be  loft ;  or  at  leaft- 
wife  when  he  is  gotten  out,  is  fo  myred  with  his  owne 
(lyme,  that  he  becommeth  a  fcome  to  wife  men,  in  lay- 
ing open  his  owne  weakeneflTe:  yet  who  more  talkatiue, 
and  readie  to  ftop  the  mouthes  of  men  able  to  fpeake, 
then   fuch  infencible  tatlers?    for  drunken  fortune  hath 
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this  opinio  of  it  felfe,  that  looke  whatfoeuer  it  fpeaketh 
is  authentically  and  droppeth  frd  the  mouth  like  the  O- 
racles  of  Appollo.  There  is  nothing  therefore  fo  holy, 
fo  pure,  fo  honeft,  fo  chafte,  but  money  will  corrupt,  vio- 
late, and  batter  downe:  fo  that  thefe  emptie  bottles,  a- 
pi(h  geftures,  and  anticke  faces,  if  wealthy,  rich,  &  well 
monied,  all  grofTe  imperfections  are  ouerfhadowed.  So 
that  whe  men  are  fotted  in  the  alluremets  of  this  life,  & 
dedicate  their  whole  labours  to  fo  wicked  a  faint,  they 
foone  loofe  the  vfe  of  their  goods,  &  become  partially 
affeCled :  if  paflion  rule,  &  not  reafon,  all  goes  to  wracke; 
for  if  either  prodigallitie  rule  the  purfe,  whereby  the 
mind  is  ftrongly  carried  into  temporarie  ioy,  or  fo  grip- 
pie  and  couetous  as  to  doo  nothing  but  fcrape  in  the 
dunghill  of  this  world,  why  thefe  extreames  doo  fo 
vi^e  the  opinion,  that  they  headlong  run  at  randome 
into  all  licentious  and  loofe  lining,  in  fo  much  as  they 
do  not  perceiue  to  what  ende  they  are  aduanced  aboue 
other  men,  and  made  fo  rich  among  a  company  of  b^- 
gers. 

Many  there  be  (the  more  is  the  pittie)  that  although 
God  hath  abundantly  multiplyed  his  bleflings  vpon 
them,  that  they  cannot  iuftly  fay  they  want  any  world- 
ly thing,  yet  bee  they  fo  neere  to  holde  faft  that  which 
tiiey  haue,  that  they  doo  as  it  were,  fingle  them-  Hard-hearted 
felues  from  all  common  duties,  and  lay  afide  that  Chriftiaiia. 
regarde  of  the  publique  good,  which  theyr  confci- 
ence  and  priuate  abilitie  doth  inftantly  tye  them  vn- 
to;  let  vs  note  them  a  little,  who  will  fooner  fliift 
and  wrangle  off  honeft  duties  then  they?  will  they 
not  brabble  and  fophifticate  for  verye  fmall  pay- 
ments?   and    will    they    not    wreft    and    winde    lawes 
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to  their  owne  fence,  if  they  may  faue  but  a  penny  ?  and 
beare  the  repulfe  of  fuperiour  rebukes,  the  to  part  with 
ought  fhall  contradict  their  froward  nature :  is  this  the 
dutie  of  good  fubiefls  ?  do  thefe  fecke  the  peace  of  the 
(late  ?  doth  not  the  Heathen  man  fay :  Non  folum  nobis 
nati  fumus :  we  are  not  borne  for  our  felues  alone,  but 
for  our  countrey  alfo :  (hall  Chriftians  be  worfer  then 
Pagans  7  Let  this  great  dutie  therefore  be  confidered, 
feeing  thou  haft  ftore,  with-hold  nothing  that  is  due:  is 
not  hee  a  caytifTe  that  will  fee  his  mother  dye  for  hun- 
ger, and  he  hath  bread  to  relieue  her  if  he  would  ?  why 
the  Common-wealth  is  thy  mother,  euery  poore  Chri- 
ftian  is  thy  brother,  wilt  thou  fee  them  fami(ht  before 
thy  face  and  not  fuccour  them,  hauing  inough?  Thou 
haft  thy  wealth  to  that  end,  if  thou  couldeft  fee  it,  and 
vfe  it  aright.  NeuerthelelTe,  we  fee  how  men  of  good 
place  and  reckening,  will  hide  themfelues  in  comers, 
Hue  priuately,  onely  to  keepe  their  purfes,  that  they 
ThcCiticis  may  be  lyable  to  no  impofition,  and  crowde  into  Ci- 
eatreamlypc-  ^\^^  Boroughs,  and  priuiledge  places,  or  like  non  re(i- 
Inmates  and  "^^^^  rowle  vp  and  downe  from  one  lodging  to  an  o- 
idlcfamUics,  ther,  to  the  intent  that  being  vncertaine  where  to  be 
when  y«  Coun- had,  their  ftates  may  be  vnknowne,  aud  by  this  meanes 
r^^^  'l^^  ^^^  ouerthrowe  hofpitalitie,  dcfraude  the  Queene 
and  Common-wealth  of  neceflTarie  duties^  and  depo- 
pulate tlie  countrey.  Is  it  not  a  token  of  a  couetous 
minde,  that  men  of  good  poflfeflTions  and  faire  linings, 
(hould  breake  vp  houfe,  and  foioume  onely  with  one 
or  two  feruants,  that  they  may  hoorde  vp  theyr  rents, 
when  they  are  fufficientlye  able  to  keepe  a  good 
houfe  themfelues  ?  furely  it  is  a  figne  of  a  bafe  condi- 
tion. 
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Furthermore,  many  wealthy  Yeomen,  &  rich  Far- 
mers that  are  rifen  vp  to  goods  inough,  doo  tread  the 
fame  path.  For  wheras  erft  when  they  dwelt  vpon  their 
owne,  they  kept  good  houfes,  and  were  no  fmall  ftay 
to  the  places  where  they  liued,  are  eyther  couetous  of 
fome  vaine-glorious  title  of  gentilitie,  or  otherwife  fo 
miferly  greedie  of  wealth,  (for  one  of  the  two  I  know 
not  which)  thruft  themfelues  in  like  maner,  into  Cities, 
Corporations,  and  Liberties,  and  yet  holde  theyr 
Farmes  ftill  in  their  owne  occupying :  for  they  haue 
fuch  long  armes,  that  they  clafpe  many  great  liuings. 
And  alfo  lying  vpon  the  aduantage,  take  Farmes  ouer 
their  neighbours  heads,  ten  yeares  before  their  Leafes 
be  expired  :  And  what  do  they  with  thefe  plurified  li- 
uings ?  but  place  (hepheards,  heards,  vnderlings, 
and  fuch  thred-bare  tenants  in  their  ftockes,  and  that  at 
fuch  vnreafonable  rents  too,  that  the  poore  fnakes  that 
dwell  vnder  them  are  driuen  to  weake  fhifts,  to  fare 
hardly,  liue  barely,  moyle  and  toyle  the  whole  yeare 
to  fcrape  vp  theyr  rent,  not  fauing  at  the  yeares  ende 
for  all  theyr  paines,  fcarce  the  price  of  an  old  Frife 
lerkin  :  for  theyr  Lorde  knowes  better  then  they 
what  profit  will  arife,  and  how  euery  thing  will  fall 
out :  and  if  hee  thriue  vnder  him,  then  doth  hee  ftretch 
and  racke  it  to  the  vttermoft,  till  at  laft  hee  bring  the 
whole  gaine  into  his  owne  bagge :  and  fo  by  this  means 
can  hardly  beare  ordinarie  charges,  much  leffe  doo 
workes  of  fuperrerogation,  being  kept  downe  fo  cru- 
elly by  their  greedie  Land-lords. 

Now  thefe  haue  not  onely  theyr  meanes  brought 
in  vnto  them  by  the  fweat  of  poore  mens  browes,  and 
fleepe  in  peace  and  fecuritie  when  others  watch  and 
labour,  (a    great    bleffing,    if  rightly    weighed)   but  will 
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clofely  and  cunningly  feeke  to  fhift  off  all  duties  by 
withdrawing  them  into  olde  comers.  Oh  that  men  of 
fuch  abilitie  (hould  haue  fuch  Iron  ruftie  hearts,  to  hide 
their  heads,  fhut  their  hands,  and  whip  deuotion  from 
their  dooresf  doo  they  not  feeke  to  fubuert  and  weaken 
the  ftate  as  much  as  they  can,  by  with-holding  that  part 
of  dutie  required  by  the  lawe  of  nature?  but  the  gree- 
dineffe  of  gaine  caufeth  vnrelenting  hearts,  for  one 
would  poffeffe  all  alone. 

O  how  are  men  deceiued  in  their  owne  eftate,  that 
being  rich,  are  yet  euer  poore,  becaufe  opinion  is  ne- 
uer  fatisfied :  whereas  if  we  onely  refpefl  nature,  no 
man  can  be  poore,  Natura  enim  vt  ait  Philo/o.  paucis  mi- 
nimifq;  contenta  fiature,  is  content  with  neceffitie.  But 
to  bring  all  this  to  a  head,  though  fome  bee  carried  with 
the  ftreame  of  pride,  fome  with  the  flouds  of  defire, 
fome  prodigall,  fome  pinching ;  and  though  the  coue- 
tous  man  gape  for  more,  more,  and  like  hell  mouthi 
neuer  fatisfied,  yet  will  they  hide  theyr  plough-fores 
vnder  the  carpet  of  liberalitie,  as  now  and  then  to 
giue  an  almes  ag^infl  a  good  time  (as  they  call  it)  to 
beate  downe  a  hard  opinion,  intimating  thereby  to 
bee  good  free-hearted  men,  when  all  the  yeare  be- 
fide,  they  fcrape  and  clawe  it  from  other  by  the  ex- 
ceffiue  prices  of  theyr  badde  commodities,  and  by 
pinching  them  with  many  vncharitable  gripes,  and 
yet  will  they  hide  theyr  want  of  loue  vnder  Vertue  and 
Religion :  and  why  fo  ?  becaufe  it  carrieth  a  general! 
good  liking  of  all  men :  for  although  many  haue  no 
religion  at  all,  nor  one  fparke  of  a  vertuous  man,  yet 
for  all  this  wil  they  feeme  to  loue  and  embrace  it  intire- 
ly,   becaufe  of  the  vnfpotted   fimplicitie  they  fee  in  the 
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true  profeffors  thereof:  and  that  chiefly,  becaufe  this 
outward  (hewe  is  fome  meanes  to  affwage  the  heate  of 
(harp  reprehenfions ;  and  that  vnder  colour  of  this  they 
may  Hue  in  fome  good  report  of  the  common  fort :  for 
if  they  fhould  not  hide  the  malice  within,  with  a  fhewe 
of  holinefle  without,  but  permit  the  rebellion  to  rulh 
forth,  they  would  be  hateful!  to  others,  and  difquiet 
theyr  owne  peace  :  to  hold  friendfhip  therfore  with  the 
world,  it  is  expedient  for  them  to  be  hypocrites  and  de- 
ceiuers,  and  therefore  will  they  performe  many  Chri- 
ftian  duties,  and  communicate  with  the  Saints,  yea 
and  crowde  to  the  Church  doore  of  true  deuotion,  and 
both  pray  and  vfe  good  exercifes  in  their  families,  fre- 
quent Sermons,  yea  and  ride  and  goe  fix  or  feuen  miles 
to  heare  a  good  Preacher:  are  not  thefe  good  things,  Cunning  de- 
and  the  very  properties  of  a  true  Chriftian  ?  yes  verily :  ceiuers. 
but  all  this  is  but  done  in  poUicie  to  mocke  the  world : 
how  know  you  that?  why  looke  into  their  courfe  of 
life ;  if  any  vaine  opportunitie  be  offred,  wil  they  not  fol- 
low it  ?  if  the  wicked  call  to  goe,  will  they  not  run  ?  will 
they  not  dice,  carde,  fweare,  fwagger,  and  be  drunke? 
are  they  not  vfurers,  extortioners,  proud  perfons,  and 
fo  cold  in  charitie,  that  no  Chriflian  dutie  can  heat  their 
loue  ?  fo  it  is  an  eafie  thing  to  fee  their  hpyocrifie,  if  a 
man  but  cafl  his  fight  vpon  their  conuerfatioa 

And  in  like  manner,  many  at  the  end  of  the  yeare 
(as  a  charitable  worke)  will  keepe  open  houfe,  and  fet 
ope  their  gates,  for  al  the  rake-hels  &  loofe  vagabounds 
in  a  countrey,  and  fill  idle  bellies  with  their  flefli-pots, 
when  the  poore,  blind,  lame,  and  ficke,  are  faine  to  lye 
in  the  depth  of  miferie,  without  comfort,  helpe,  or 
fuccour:  and  to  what  ende  is  this  great  fuperfluitie? 
M  2  for- 
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I  forfoothe,  to  reioyce  for  the  blefled  feaft  of  Chriftmas: 

Thefaifevfe  Indeede  this  feafte  dooth  bring  great  caufe  of  ioy, 
oftrucioy.  f^j.  ^j^^^^  beeing  all  loft  in  Adam,  and  heires  of  damnati- 
on, are  neuertheleffe  by  the  comming  of  the  Meffias, 
the  fonne  of  God,  who  tooke  on  him  our  flefti  at  this 
time  of  the  yeare,  to  vndergoe  the  wrath  of  his  father 
due  to  vs,  redeemed  vs  from  hell,  and  made  vs  inheri- 
tors of  heauen  :  here  is  caufe  of  ioy,  what  a  happie  me- 
morie  is  this  ?  how  ought  this  feaft  to  be  celebrated  in 
magnifying  the  Almightie,  and  lauding  his  name  for  fo 
great  a  benefite  ?  but  what  a  commemoration  is  here  ? 
when  they  turne  true  ioy  into  carnall  iollitie:  doth  this 
true  ioy  ftand  in  eating,  drinking,  rioting,  feafting,  mum- 
ming, mafking,  dauncing,  dicing,  carding,  and  fuch  like, 
that  tafte  wholly  of  Heathens  fuperftition?  is  God  ho- 
noured by  this?  nay  rather  is  hee  not  more  diftionou- 
red  at  that  time  of  the  yeare,  then  all  the  yeare  befide  ? 
So  that  a  counterfeit  ioy  is  fet  vp  in  ftead  thereof,  me- 
ditation and  mercifuU  workes  are  pulled  downe,  and 
Epicurifme  fet  vp,  which  doth  vfurpe  and  imperioufly 
beare  rule  ouer  all  holy  defires :  for  in  this  is  theyr 
deuotion,  in  vnlawfuU  and  finfuU  pleafures,  to  gur- 
mandize  and  wafte  in  excefle  the  good  bleflings  of 
GOD ;  and  thefe  men  will  not  fticke  to  lafli  out  a 
whole  maffe  of  money,  in  dedicating  feaftes  to  di- 
uell  Bacchus,  and  maintaine  Playes  in  theyr  houfes, 
as  filthy  as  the  Lupercalia  in  Rome,  fpend  whole  nights 
Virg,  and    dayes    in    reuelling,    and     toafte     themfelues     by 

theyr  gfreat  fires,  and  as  the  Poet  fayeth,  Regifico 
luxu  paraUe  epulce,  haue  their  Tables  fumifhed  at  ex- 
ceeding and  princely  charges,  to  ftuffe  the  guts  and 
feede    the    belley,    and    wifti    with    Polmixe,    that    they 
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had  throates  as  long  as  Cranes,  fo  that  they  might  taftc 
their  fweets  with  more  leifure :  In  fo  much  that  by  this 
vnreafonable  exceffe  and  gluttony,  in  a  few  daies  waft 
out  that  riotoufly,  that  would  relieue  many  poore  peo- 
ple if  meafurably  beftowed.  Thus  I  faye  like  Epi- 
cures they  confecrate  the  memorie  of  this  bleifed  feaft» 
with  fuch  a  ioy,  as  fauours  altogether  of  the  drofle  and 
(lime  of  the  earth  :  and  this  is  liberalitie  forfooth,  chari- 
tie  and  Chriftian  loue,  when  it  is  but  prodigallitie,  vain- 
glory, and  hypocrifie. 

Moreouer,  although  they  be  too  too  flacke  and  ho- 
neft  duties,  yet  will  they  fcotch  at  no  charge  may  bring 
pleafure,  or  holde  vp  fome  vaine-glorious  memorie,  as 
in  building  great  houfes,  to  be  chriftned  by  their  name^ 
when  many  of  them  are  but  as  Abfolons  pillar,  a  monu- 
ment of  folly,  a  fpeftade  of  vanitie,  and  a  prey  of  time, 
many  chimnies,  little  fmoake :  large  roomes,  wherein  a 
man  may  walke  and  chawe  his  melancholy  for  want  of 
other  repaft,  and  neuer  be  put  to  the  charges  to  buye  a 
tooth-picker.  And  to  what  ende  is  this  great  building 
and  cunning  Archite£l  ?  but  to  ftand  in  the  gaze  of  the 
world,  and  make  the  paflfenger  cry  out  with  admirati- 
on, 

O  domus  antiqtia  heu  quam  difpari  dominari  Domino,  I     Enmus, 

O  gallant  houfe,  full  well  do  I  fee, 

How  vnlike  a  Lord  hath  lordfhip  on  thee 

Indeed  here  is  the  two-folde  benefit  it  yeelds,  not 
only  in  fetting  many  poore  labouring  men  a  worke,  but 
alfo  a  Princely  edifife  and  flately  building,  is  a  great  ho- 
nour to  a  kingdoms      But  fuch  are  worthie  blame  that 
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ouerthrowe  their  ftate  by  building,  not  being  able  to 
vfe  one  roome  well  for  thofe  many  they  build :  for  if  a 
man  of  reafonable  wealth  fall  into  this  humour  of  buil- 
ding gay  houfes,  if  he  did  fmall  good  before,  is  now  vt- 
terly  vnable  to  do  any  at  al,  his  new  foundation  hath  ea- 
ten vp  all  his  olde  meanes :  this  is  the  fimple  pollicie  of 
fome  men  that  loue  to  begger  themfelues  to  pleafe  the 
eye.  Againe,  how  prouident  men  are  to  graft  their  chil- 
dre  into  great  ftocks,  that  may  not  eafily  be  ftriken  with 
the  thunder-claps  of  aduerfitie,  &  though  the  ftocke  be 
neuer  fo  rotten,  infefled,  &  blafted  with  Vice,  yet  if  rich 
and  mightie,  it  is  inough:  and  furely  this  Ethicall  polli- 
cie were  highly  to  be  aduanced,  if  fo  be  that  our  conti- 
nuing Citie  were  here :  but  feeing  all  things  are  frailer 
momentaine,  (hort  and  tranfitorie,  that  we  cannot  cer- 
tainly number  to  morrow  among  the  dayes  of  our  life, 
what  a  meere  madneflfe  is  this,  to  be  fo  In  loue  with  the 
flattering  fmiles  of  this  life  ?  and  fo  myred  in  the  dung- 
hill of  pleafures,  as  to  doate  fo  much  vpon  it :  for  verily 
men  feeke  their  owne  danger,  whe  they  make  the  thing 
that  is  indifferent,  to  be  vnlawfuU  :  do  they  not  with  (3r- 
phetis  catch  the  ayre  ?  feeke  the  (hadow,  &  loofe  the  fub- 
(tance?    win  earth,  and  loofe  heauen. 

Yet  thefe  aboriginies,  earth-bred  wormes,  with 
high  lookes,  and  infolent  bragges,  will  ftand  vpo  termes 
of  gentilitie,  and  deriue  their  pedigree  euen  from  Cad- 
walladeTj  the  laft  king  of  the  Britons,  whe  in  fadnes  they 
are  not  fo  much  as  fprinkled  with  one  true  drop  of  gen- 
tle bloud,  neither  one  propertie  of  a  Gentleman,  vnleffe 
it  fliould  only  ftand  in  wealth  &  great  poflfeflions,  which 
is  contrary  to  our  former  affertion :  for  if  true  gentrie 
be  a  mind  excellently  deckt  with  rare  vertues,  not  only 
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by  propagation  of  nature,  but  by  Integritie  of  qualities ; 
not  In  beautie,  but  in  Vertue  ;  not  in  riches,  but  in  honor  ; 
not  in  pride,  but  in  comelineiTe;  not  in  coftly  and  curi- 
ous diet,  but  feeding  the  hungry,  and  cloathing  the  na- 
ked ;  not  in  fumptuous  building,  ioyning  houfe  to  land, 
kin  to  kin  (with  refpeftiue  marriages)  but  onely  in  the 
true  poflfeffion  of  Vertue :  then  albeit  a  man  wallow  in 
wealth,  liue  in  pleafure,  fare  daintie,  goc  princely,  hung 
with  pearle,  fweetly  perfumed,  hawkes,  horfes,  hounds, 
and  in  a  word,  haue  whatfoeuer  pomp  &  glorie  his  hart 
can  wifh,  or  the  world  affoord :  yet  if  he  be  not  noble  in 
Vertues,  but  ignoble  in  vices,  and  haue  not  these  good 
parts  that  carry  a  vnion  of  good  mens  praifes,  he  is  but 
pirat  &  latroj  a  theefe  and  a  robber ;  and  all  his  rich  pain- 
tings &  goodly  buildings,  are  but  monuments  of  fhame 
and  bafeneflfe.  Is  not  Vertue  then  more  honorable  then  Vertue  more 
riches  ?  doth  it  not  raife  a  man  to  immortalitie  ?  &  doth  honourable 
not  riches  ouerthrow  his  happinefle,  if  not  duly  ouer- ^^"  ™^^^^ 
watcht  with  Temperance  ?  and  if  fo  be  a  rich  man  looke 
narrowly  into  his  ftate,  and  caft  vp  his  accounts  well,  he 
fhall  finde  himfelfe  a  very  bankerout,  and  to  owe  more 
then  he  is  worth :  for  why  hath  hee  more  plentie  of  ba- 
ftardly  riches  then  other  men,  but  that  hee  is  a  bayliffe, 
fteward,  &  Feoffer  in  truft,  to  difpofe  &  lay  out  in  almes 
and  charitable  workes  ?  Now  then  if  hee  apply  them  to 
his  owne  vfe,  what  reckning  can  he  make,  or  how  wil  he 
anfwer  it  at  the  great  affifes,  when  it  fhall  be  obieAed  by 
the  king  of  glory,  When  I  was  naked, you  cloathedmee  not: 
when  I  was  hungry  you  fed  me  not  f  &c,  Goe  into  euerlafting 
fire^  fir.  And  therfore  thefe  great  rich  men  of  the  world, 
haue  obie£ls  before  theyr  eyes^  and  are  hemde  in  with 
poore  on  euery  fide:  heere  is  one  crying  for  bread, 
there    an    other   for   cloathes,   the   ficke   to   bee   vifited, 
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the  lame  and  infirme  to  be  comforted,  the  ftraunger  to 
be  lodged,  fo  that  they  cannot  turne  their  eyes  no  way, 
but  they  haue  motions  to  ftlrre  vp  charitie,  and  wofidl 
clamors  founding  into  their  eares  of  want :  and  yet  had 
diuers  of  them  rather  doo  anything  then  relieue  theyr 
neceAities,  to  giue  tenne  pound  for  a  Hawke,  then  ten 
pence  to  cloathe  the  naked.  The  Rauen  forfakes  her 
young  ones  aiToone  as  they  are  hatcht,  becaufe  feeing 
them  of  an  other  hew,  thinkes  them  of  an  other  kind :  fo 
in  like  maner  fome  rich  men  looke  aloft,  (huffe  &  fume 
at  their  poore  brethren,  and  caft  off  all  deuoiion  &  bro- 
therly loue,  becaufe  feeing  them  humbled  and  brought 
lowe  in  the  world,  iudge  them  vtterly  vnhappie,  when 
verily  they  are  not  only  of  one  felfe-fame  iflue  &  parent, 
but  alfo  more  acceptable  to  God  in  their  bafe  eftate,  the 
they  in  all  their  royaltie. 

Is  it  not  lamentable,  to  fee  a  number  of  poore  win- 

terftarued    people   lye    pining    in    miferie,   which    might 

Coidcharitie    ^^   relieued,    if  it   were   but   with    the    furplufage    of 

in  thefe  dales,  their  vaine  expences,  and   comforted   with   that,   which 

among  many    they  waftfully  confume  ?    For  do  but  view  thefe  kinde 

myfcrs  ^f  xsi'&R.^  and  you  fliall  fee  they  will  fpare  for  no  coft  to 

build   faire  houfes  (as  I  faid  before)  though  they  impo- 

uerifh    themfelues    for    euer:     galleries,    bowling-allies, 

walkes,  and  whatfoeuer  may  bring  delight ;    to  ride  with 

great  retinew  to  fhew  their  pompe,  and  maintaine  their 

quarrels,  to  feede  idle  bellies  with  their  flefti-pots,  that 

are  no  fooner  vp  but  run  to  vaine  fports  :    but  if  a  poore 

man  be  fallen  into  want,  or  an  honeft  caufe  craue  fome 

reliefe,  a  penny  is  as  hardly  gotten  from  them,  as  fire  out 

of  a  flint-ftone,  or  if  it  doth  at  laft  come,  it  is  many  times 

more    for   fafhion   to   (hunne  reproach,  then   for   charitie 
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to  the  caufe.  But  fome  perhaps  will  fay,  it  is  my  owne, 
and  may  I  not  do  with  mine  owne  what  I  will  ?  but  tis 
neither  fo,  nor  fo :  for  it  is  not  thine,  thou  art  put  in  trull 
to  laie  it  out,  to  helpe  and  fuccour  thy  poore  needy  bro- 
ther. Perhaps  thou  wilt  fay  againe,  I  brought  him  not  to 
beggery :  did  I  lame  him  ?  did  I  vnparell  him  ?  or  did  I 
vnhoufe  him?  wherfore  then  fhould  I  recompence  him 
whom  I  neuer  wronged?  Are  Bees  bounde  to  gather 
honey  for  droanes?  and  muft  I  keepe  life  in  rattes  and 
myce,  and  fuch  vermine  as  are  bred  by  the  infection  of 
a  plentious  yeare  ?  Indeed  they  are  mside  poore,  but  tis 
becaufe  thou  art  rich ;  that  thereby  thou  mighteft  exer- 
cife  thy  loue,  for  there  (hall  be  poore  alwayes  to  fet  cha- 
ritie  a  worke :  yet  fome  are  fo  farre  from  loue,  as  they 
fall  into  barbarous  cruelty,  that  they  had  rather  cut  their 
throats,  then  cherifh  them  with  beneuolence :  as  it  is  re- 
corded of  a  B.  B.  of  Conjiafice^  that  vnder  colour  of  gi- 
uing  almes,  aifembled  all  the  poore  in  the  countrey  to- 
gether, fhut  them  vp  in  a  barne,  fet  fire  to  it,  and  burnt 
them  vp  together,  counting  it  a  worke  meritorious:  and 
no  doubt  for  fo  doing,  he  was  cannonized  a  faint  by  the 
impietie  of  Antichrift. 

If  one  of  thefe  Bacchanalls,  deliuer  to  his  fteward  a 
great  fumme  of  mony  to  lay  out  in  domeilicke  affaires, 
and  he  lauifh  it  out  in  ryoting,  drunkenneffe,  and  leaud 
company,  will  not  his  maifter  pull  his  coate  ouer  his 
eares  ?  brand  him  for  a  knaue,  and  turne  him  out  at  his 
gates  ?  no  doubt  he  would  be  as  rigorous  as  fo  leaude  a 
prancke  fhould  deferue:  why  then  how  do  they  thinke 
to  efcape?  being  bailiffes  and  ftewards,  to  the  Lorde  of 
Lordes,  who  hath  committed  his  treafure  to  them, 
with  a  charge  to  laie  it  out  in  fuch  mercifull  workes  as 
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he  hath  appointed,  and  they  runne  with  it  to  the  mar- 
ket of  vanities,  and  expend  it  in  prodigall  vfes.  Surely 
A  note  for  it  will  bee  a  mad  reckening  when  they  fliall  come  in 
ber.y-gods.  ^ith  Item  in  Pheafants,  Patriges,  Woodcockes,  fawfes, 
fops,  and  delicates  for  the  body,  fo  much.  Item  in  ftrange 
fafliions,  and  new  fangles  for  my  backe,  fo  much:  vpon 
dogges  fo  much:  in  valne  building  fo  much,  and  fuch 
like.  I  fuppofe  this  bill  of  Items  will  bee  fcarce  plea- 
fmg  to  theyr  maifter  that  hath  put  them  in  fo  great 
truft. 

Then  feeing  God  hath  made  thee  rich,  and  thy  bro- 
ther poore,  be  neuer  the  more  puft  vp  with  pride  and 
difdaine,  but  ftudie  how  thou  mayeft  difcharge  fo  great 
a  reckning  as  thou  haft  to  make  :  think  this  with  thy  felfe, 
he  that  made  me  rich,  could  haue  made  me  poore ;  it  is  in 
his  bountie,  not  my  deferuing ;  I  do  but  poffeffe  that  of 
which  an  other  is  owner,  who  can  difmherit  me  when 
he  will:  why  then  fhould  I  bragge  as  if  it  were  mine 
owne?  and  though  my  brother  be  poore,  yet  peraduen- 
ture  he  is  richer  to  God  then  I ;  I  fee  no  difference  be- 
tweene  vs,  we  are  both  of  one  moulde,  faue  that  I  haue 
more  chaffe  and  rubbifli  then  hee,  which  is  fcattered 
with  euery  guft  of  winde:  fo  that  if  hee  well  confider 
his  ftate,  and  expoftulate  with  himfelfe  in  this  manner, 
that  loade  of  riches  that  is  now  fo  heauie,  will  be  more 
eafily  borne. 

The  Poets  faine,  that  Plutus  the  god  of  money  is 
lame  when  he  commeth,  but  hath  wings  fwiftly  to  de- 
part :  fignifying  that  as  riches  are  long  in  getting,  fo  they 
are  fuddenly  loft :  and  therefore  a  man  fhould  be  rich  in 
charitie  and  poore  in  defire,  and  impart  the  benefite  to 
the  needments  and  neceffitie  of  other. 

For 
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For  as  there  is  a  diuine  coherence  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  bodie,  though  they  haue  all  a  diftindl  and 
peculiar  office,  yet  they  all  minifter  to  the  common  fo- 
cietie :  fo  in  like  manner  we  being  members  of  that  bo- 
die,  whereof  Chrift  is  the  head,  ought  to  bend  our  a6W- 
tiitie  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  fame,  and  to  beare 
fuch  a  mutuall  coniun6lion  and  limpathie,  as  feeling 
members,  to  open  the  bowels  of  compafTion  on  fuch  as 
are  in  want:    and  this  onely  is    Vertues  Common-wealtk 

Neuertheleffe  there  be  fome  well  difpofed  and  very 
forward  to  all  good  duties  in  faying,  till  it  come  to  do- 
ing :  but  then  they  winch  like  a  gald  horfe,  6  they  can- 
not away  with  charge :  If  my  abilitie  faith  one  would 
anfwere  my  willingneffe,  I  would  do  this  and  that,  or 
if  I  had  fo  much  wealth,  I  would  relieue  the  poore  bet- 
ter, they  fliould  not  goe  emptie  handed;  or  if  I  had  fo 
much  wit,  and  fuch  means,  I  would  countenance  good 
caufes  with  the  beautie  of  honor :  and  fo  do  they  vaunt 
of  that  they  would  do,  and  yet  do  not  that  they  fhould 
do.  I  demaund  what  good  doefl  thou  with  that  little 
thou  haft?  thou  art  wife  and  politique,  or  at  leaft  thou 
thinkeft  fo,  how  doeft  thou  vfe  it  ?  if  thou  art  vnfaithfull 
in  a  litle,  no  doubt  thou  wouldeft  be  fo  in  a  great  deale : 
for  as  he  is  inconfident  to  whom  mony  is  deliuered  vpo 
truft  to  paie  to  an  other,  &  doth  either  keep  it  back  all,  or 
deliuer  but  halfe ;  fo  hee  that  hath  much  or  litle  &  doth 
not  difpofe  it  as  he  oght,  is  not  worthy  to  be  trufted  with 
more.  Perhaps  thou  wilt  fay,  fuch  a  ma  is  of  great  wealth 
and  he  doth  litle  good  or  none  at  all,  why  then  fliould  I 
that  am  of  leffer  value  do  any  thing  ?  that  is  no  excufe  for 
thee,  nor  caufe  of  fufpence,  for  thou  art  to  looke  to  thy 
owne  dutie,  and  not  weaken  thy  owne  charitie,  by  the 
negligence  of  other  men. 

N  2  An 
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An  other  wil  boaft  of  that  litle  he  doth,  and  be  that 
trumpc  of  his  owne  praife:  faying,  I  giue  thus  much 
weekly  to  the  poore,  and  do  this  and  that  good :  but  he 
is  to  examine  himfelfe  if  it  be  according  to  his  wealth 
and  place  or  no,  for  otherwife  an  other  man  doth  as 
much  that  is  farre  behind  in  fubflance,  and  with  whom 
hee  would  bragge  without  meafure,  in  comparatiue 
termes :  but  fome  thinke  if  they  do  a  little  good,  though 
it  be  nothing  in  liew  of  their  ftate,  or  if  they  doo  not  a 
great  deale  of  hurt  by  pilling,  powling,  ilrife,  faflions; 
and  fuch  like  troubles,  they  haue  done  fo  much  good, 
that  God  is  bound  to  paie  them  fomewhat  back  again. 
But  according  to  the  Poet 

Eft  quadam  prodire  tenus  :  fi  mm  datur  vltra. 

z^*"-.  Here  would  I  enter  in  a  field  of  matter 

more  then  much 
But  gheiTe  that  all  is  out  of  frame, 
and  long  it  hath  bene  fuch. 

Although  it  were  better  to  be  occupied  in  pra£li(ing 

thofe  bookes  alreadie  written,  then  to  write  more,  (this 

laft  age  being  fo  full,  that  it  doth  exceed  all  others):  yet 

the    neceifitie  of  times,  by  reafon  of  controueriies,   do 

prouoke  the  learned  to  fpende  their  labours  that  way: 

and  not  only  fo,  but  in  explaining  the  fcriptures,  and 

Noendeof     difcouHing   of   Scieuces,    which    worke   is  not  only  ne- 

making  ma-    ceflary,  but  Commendable ;    whereby  a  generall  good  is 

ny  KH)  cs.      brought  in :  this  godly  vfe  of  writing  cannot  be  difliked 

of  any  vertuous  man. 

But  forafmuch,  as  fome  are  diuerfly  aflfe£led,  they 
obferue    not    this    decorum   before   noted,  but   fall   into 

vaine 
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vaine  iangling,  and  fo  conceited  of  their  owne  wits,  and 
haue  fo  many  crotchets  in  their  heads,  that  they  pub- 
lifh  great  volumes  of  nice  and  curious  queftions,  ambi- 
guities, &  doubts,  as  many  of  the  Affe-ftronomers,  that 
are  very  xnquifitiue  to  knowe  if  the  world  were  created  Curious  (larre 
in  the  Spring  or  Autumne,  the  night  before  the  day,  gaze«. 
and  how  Moses  could  write  credibly  of  the  worlds  crea- 
tion, liuing  fo  many  yeares  after;  as  though  God  could 
not  as  well  tell  him  what  was  paffed,  as  he  did  the  Pro- 
phets what  was  to  come,  and  fuch  deep  fecrets,  as  thogh 
God  had  called  them  to  counfel.  In  like  maner  fome  are 
bufied  in  Natiuities,  Deftinies,  Dreames,  Palmeftrie, 
and  Phifiognamie  :  in  a  word,  who  is  able  to  exprefle 
the  foolifh  curiofitie  of  fome  men,  that  are  neuer  fatisfi- 
ed  in  thefe  vaine  &  idle  ftudies,  but  fpend  whole  yeares 
in  fearching  after  doubts  and  fallacies,  and  in  the  mean 
time  ouerpaffe  thofe  things  which  he  hath  vouchfafed 
to  reueale  vnto  vs,  fufficient  for  vs  to  know :  Noli  altum 
faperey  it  is  no  time  well  fpent  to  foare  fo  high  in  things 
fhut  vp  from  common  vnderftanding  and  reafon,  and 
chiefly  feeing  they  are  no  ground  of  faith,  nor  meanes 
to  edification. 

But  by  this,  the  Romaine  marchant  hath  fetched  in 
his    greateft    gaine,  I    meane    by  falfe  reuelatipns,  and  The  Pope 
fond    opinions,   as    Purgatorie,    the    Econimicall    gouern- l<>ffeih  mo- 
ment of  the  heauenly  powers,  the  manfions  and  cham-    *"^  ^  ^    * 
bers  in  heauen,  the  degrees  of  Angels,  and  Archangels, 
Cherubins    and    Seraphins,   and  a    thoufand    other   fond 
imaginations,   foyfted   in   among  them   by    their   fchoole 
dunces,  which   they  falfely  deriue  from  Dionifius  Arte- 
pagita,  one  of  the  feuentie  Difciples :  fo  that  by  thefe  in- 
tricate  fallacies,  and   fubtill    fibgifmes,    wherewith  they 
^     N  3  are 
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are  maintained,  many  poore  foules  are  infnared,  and 
cad  headlong  into  a  laborinth  of  blinde  fuperftition. 
This  curiofitie  therefore  is  a  daungerous  difeafe,  and 
a  fore  that  muft  be  healed,  lead  it  fefter  and  run  ouer  the 
whole  body. 

Others  there  bee  that  haue  fuch  a  leaprofie  of  wit, 
that  they  to  difquiet  and  trouble  the  eflate,  feek  for  in- 
nouation,  and  difplant  all  good  order  eftabliflied,  not 
onely  thereby  amazing  the  weake  Chriftians,  but  alfo 
alinating  the  hearts  of  many  from  their  due  obedience. 
Touching  thefe  that  carpe  at  the  prefent  difcipline,  I 
will  fay  little,  onely  this  much  by  the  way :  that  al- 
though many  things  may  bee  mifliked  in  a  poUitique 
(late,  &  not  feeme  fo  precifely  good  to  them  that  looke 
a  farre  off  with  flight  imagination :  yet  may  be  wel  per- 
mitted and  tollerated  in  poUicie,  to  keepe  peace  and 
quietneffe:  fo  be  it  the  fundamentall  properties  Hand 
faft,  which  otherwife  could  not  but  bring  much  confu- 
Con  and  diforder :  and  therefore  it  is  no  fure  opinion  (as 
the  learned  fuppofe)  to  goe  about  to  change  lawes,  and 
breake  downe  difcipline,  which  is  alreadie  eftabliflied, 
leaft  all  comelineffe  and  good  order  be  therewith  ouer- 
throwne. 

Some  do  nought  elfe  but  fcrape  the  puddle  of  con- 
tentions, to  finde  matter  to  wrangle,  though  they  haue 
no  caufe  to  carpe. 

Epift.  i8.  /i.  I.  Alter  rixatur  de  lana/aepe  caprina : 

propugnat  nugis  armatus. 

And  thefe  are  fo  ambitious  of  their  fophifticall  vaine 
of  wrangling,  that  they  put  their  brabbles  in  print,  to  the 
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view  of  the  world,  and  out  of  the  rancour  and  malice  of 
their  hearts,  fpew  and  belch  out  fcandals,  flaunders,  Bufie  con- 
rumors  and  falfe  reports :  by  that  meanes  kindle  flambes  trowlere. 
of  contentions  in  a  peaceable  ftate,  and  diftemper  the 
quietneffe  of  mens  affeftions,  and  this  is  chiefly  bent  a- 
gainft  good  men :  for  the  qualitie  of  grudging  enuie  is, 
to  be  ficke  with  forrow  and  virulent  hate,  at  the.  profpe- 
ritie  of  other :  for  hee  that  is  exhorted  by  the  defert  of 
Vertuey  is  fubieft  to  fcandalls,  and  the  back-biting  of  the 
[en]uious. 

But  the  hauen  I  intend  to  harbour  in,  is  to  fpeake 
fomewhat  of  thofe  vaine,  idle,  wanton  Pamphlets  and 
lafciuious  loue-bookes,  which  as  fire-brands,  inflame 
the  concupifcence  of  youth  :  for  in  my  opinion  nothing 
doth  more  corrupt  and  wither  greene  and  tender  wits, 
then  fuch  vnfauoury  and  vituperable  bookes,  as  hurtful 
to  youth,  as  Machauile  to  age,  a  plaugh  dangerous,  and 
as  common  as  dangerous. 

The  lazie  Monkes,  &  fat-headed  Friers,  in  whom  was 
nought  but  floath  &  idlenes,  bred  this  contagion ;  for  li- 
uing  in  pleafure  &  eafe,  and  not  interrupted  with  cares, 
they  had  time  inough  to  vomit  out  their  doltifli  &  redi-  Vaine  bookes 
culous  fables,  &  this  was  the  fubtiltie  of  Sata  the,  to  oc-  ^^  ^v^^^  ^^ 
cupie  Chriftian  wits  in   Heathens  foolery,  but  now  this™^^^^""^ 
age  is  more  finer,  mens  wits  are  clarified,  the  dulnefle  of 
that  time  is  thruft  out,  an  other  method  is  brought  in, 
fine    phrafes,    Inkehorn-termes,    fwelling    words,    bumba- 
(led  out  with  the  flocks  of  fundry  languages,  with  much 
poUiflied  and  new-made  eloquence :    with   thefe   daintie 
cates  they  furnifh  and  fet  out  their  filthy  and  vicious 
bookes ;  now  what  do  they,  but  tye  youth  in  y«  fetters  of 
lull,  &  keepe  them  in  the  thoughts  of  loue  ?  for  do  they 

not 
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not  with  glofmg  words  tickle  and  ftirre  vp  the  affefli- 
ons  to  be  conceited  of  fome  fond  paffion,  to  be  more 
vngracioufly  fubtill?  and  doo  they  not  labour  in  vaine 
cunning  to  infeft  and  poifon  delicate  youth  ?  are  not 
there  idle  Poems  of  camall  loue,  lull,  and  vnchafte  ar- 
guments? the  very  nurfes  of  abufe,  by  which  the  minde 
is  drawne  to  many  peftilent  wiflies.  For  when  as  young 
folkes  haue  licked  in  the  fweete  iuice  of  thefe  (linking 
bookeSi  their  conuerfation  and  manners  are  fo  tainted 
and  fpotted  with  Vice,  that  they  can  neuer  be  fo  cleane 
walhed,  but  fome  filthy  dregges  will  remaine  behinde. 
I  may  liken  them  to  fawning  curres,  that  neuer  barke 
till  they  bite :  or  a  gaye  painted  coffer,  full  of  toades  and 
venemous  beads:  So  in  like  manner  many  of  thefe 
bookes  haue  glorious  outfides,  and  goodly  titles:  as  if 
when  a  man  tooke  them  in  hand,  he  were  about  to  read 
fome  angelicall  difcourfe:  but  within,  full  of  ftrong  ve- 
nome,  tempered  with  fweete  honey:  now  while  the 
minde  is  occupied  in  reading  fuch  toyes,  the  common 
enemie  of  man  is  not  idle,  but  doth  fecretly  infnare  the 
foule  in  fecuritie.  And  fome  of  good  partes,  and 
Good  wits  beautified  with  no  common  gifts^  both  of  art  and  na- 
ture, not  being  ledde  by  the  fun-(hine  of  Vertue,  infedl 
the  puritie  of  wit  with  prophane  inuention,  in  fome 
loofe  fubieft;  as  patrons  of  Vice,  and  nurfes  of  impie- 
tie,  and  fpend  the  blefledneffe  of  time  in  vnneceiTaiy 
babling. 

Other  bafe  and  feruile  wits  runne  rafhly  into  any 
fmfull  argument,  and  crowde  to  the  preafe  with  might 
and  maine,  not  fo  much  regarding  the  generall  hurt,  as 
fome  fixe-penny  allowance:  nay,  euery  triuiall  mate 
and   calhired   Clarke,  will   bewray  his  folly  in  print,  and 
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with  a  tumultuous  confuflon  of  words,  lay  out  a  deale 
of  amorous  prattle,  though  he  be  as  tedious  to  his  rea- 
der, as  a  muddie  way  to  a  wearie  traueller.  Now  what 
is  to  be  found  in  thefe  bookes  ?  but  filthineffe  and  groffe 
ignorance ;  as  for  learning,  there  is  none  to  be  found  in 
them,  which  neuer  came  neare  the  Ihadow  of  learning 
themfelues,  and  as  little  wit,  but  a  fewe  fine  words  of 
luft,  which  are  chiefly  ment  to  bend  the  minde  to  wan- 
tonnefle :  yet  are  they  led  with  this  vaine  fuppofitio,  that 
if  they  haue  ben  luld  a  fleepe  but  one  night  on  the  Mu- 
fes  lap,  are  able  to  publifli  any  thing  with  well  deferued 
commendations  :  and  I  muft  needs  fay,  that  I  my  felfe 
haue  read  in  them,  and  taken  great  delight  in  their  foo- 
lifti  lyes ;  but  furely  I  could  neuer  find  either  goodnes  or 
wit,  vnles  Vice  be  Vertue,  or  to  tel  a  bawdie  tale  be  wit. 

Neuertheles,  I  would  not  haue  any  man  think,  that  I 
inueigh  againft,  or  difcommend  Poetrie ;  for  in  al  ages  it 
hath  bin  thought  neceffarie :  but  only  againft  thofe  abu- 
fers  of  Poefie,  who  vnder  the  name  &  title  of  Poets,  foift 
in  their  wanton  &  lafciuious  verfes.  The  true  vfe  of  Poe-  Modeft  Poe- 
trie ftandeth  in  two  parts ;  the  one  in  teaching  the  way  tnecomenda- 
to  Vertue  \  the  other  to  moue  with  delight  therevnto :  for 
honeft  delight  ftirreth  vp  men  to  take  that  goodnefle  in 
hand,  which  otherwife  would  bee  loathfome  &  vnplea- 
fant :  fo  that  when  it  is  bent  to  a  good  end,  and  euery 
thing  laide  out  in  his  due  annalligie,  with  fome  ioy  the 
affeflions  are  thereby  inuoked  to  a  fcrious  confiderati- 
on,  to  imitate  that  goodnefle  whcrevnto  it  is  moued. 
Thofe  bookes  that  both  delight  and  perfwade  with 
learned  difcretion,  &  out  of  which  fome  wholfome  do- 
cument may  be  extrafted,  tliough  it  be  fimple,  yet  is  it 
praifeable.      Difdaine  not   (faith  the  wife   Heathen)  the 
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fimple  labour  of  an  other,  though  thou  beeft  neuer  fo 
great ;  efpecially  if  he  fpeake  good  words.  Againe,  con- 
fidering  the  diuerfitie  of  mens  minds,  and  how  diuerfly 
they  are  difpofed,  all  honeft  delight  is  not  to  be  difpro- 
ued,  becaufe  euery  man  may  finde  both  pleafure  &  pro- 
fit :  for  as  I  fay,  by  a  pleafant  difcourfe  the  minde  is  more 
chearefuUy  carried,  both  to  read  &  meditate,  to  mufe 
and  ftudie,  &  the  memory  more  willing  to  holde  that  it 
hath  conceiued :  So  that  Poetrie  is  no  other  thing,  but  a 
liuely  prefentatio  of  things  ingenioufly  difpofed,  wher- 
by  Vertue  is  painted  out  with  fuch  frelh  colours,  that  the 
mind  is  inflamed  with  her  excellent  properties 

Now  whofoeuer  Ihall  difcent  from  this  true  vfe,  is 
no  Poet,  but  a  vaine  babler :  for  what  are  all  thefe  fcur- 
rillous  tales,  &  bawdie  verfes?  do  thefe  moue  to  Vertue 
with  honeft  delight?  nay  doo  they  not  rather  ftirre  vp 
bawdrie  and  beaftlinefle?  for  are  they  not  full  of  Paga- 
nifme  and  ribald  fpeeches,  to  ftirre  vp  the  minde  to  (hady 
idlenefle?  is  this  Poetrie?  verily  they  are  as  vnworthy 
the  name  of  Poets,  as  ChirrilluSy  who  had  nothing  to 
grace  his  verfes  by,  but  onely  the  name  of  A  Ilex, 

But  if  a  man  fuperficially  &  flitely  glideth  ouer  thefe 
pye-bald  Pamphlets,  they  are  like  a  pleafmg  dream,  that 
mockes  the  mind  with  filken  thoughts:  but  if  feene  into 
with  a  fober  iudgement,  hee  (hall  finde  in  that  faire  bea- 
ten path,  many  Adders  &  Snakes  lye  in  waite  to  byte 
him  by  the  heele. 
A  Legend  of  For  if  a  view  be  had  of  thefe  editions,  the  Court  of 
lyes.  Vetms,  the  Pallace  of  Pleafure,  Guy  of  Warwicke,  Libbius 

and  Arthur,  Beuis  of  Hampton,  the  wife  men  of  Goatam, 
Scoggins  leafts,  Fortunatus,  and  thofe  new  delights  that 
haue  fucceeded  thefe,  and   are   now  extant,  too  tedious 
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to  recken  vp :  what  may  we  thinke  ?  but  that  the  floud- 
gates  of  all  impietie  are  drawne  vp,  to  bring  a  vniuerfall 
deluge  ouer  all  holy  and  godly  conuerfation  :  for  there 
can  be  no  greater  meanes  to  affright  the  mind  from  ho- 
neftie,  then  thefe  pedling  bookes,  which  haue  filled 
fuch  great  volumes,  and  blotted  fo  much  paper,  theyr 
fweete  fongs  and  wanton  tales  do  rauifli  and  fet  on  fire 
the  young  vntempered  affeftions,  to  praftice  that 
whereof  they  doo  intreate:  who  by  reafon  of  theyr 
infancie  and  imbicillitie  of  wit,  are  foone  feduced,  and 
with  wine-puft  eloquence,  doo  fo  artificially  lim  out 
the  life  of  vanitie,  as  they  eafily  take  the  impreffion  of 
that  which  is  portrayed  out  vnto  them:  and  on  this 
rocke  (lands  the  enfigne  of  their  glory,  if  fmoothly 
and  pithily  they  can  tricke  vp  a  tale  of  fome  beaftly  pr[i]a- 
pus,  of  lawleffe  luft,  and  rip  vp  the  genealogie  of  tiie 
Heathen  gods,  to  carrie  the  minde  into  wonderment: 
6  how  they  will  diue  into  the  bottome  of  their  braine! 
for  fluant  termes,  and  imboffed  words,  to  varnifh  theyr 
lyes  and  fables  to  make  them  glib,  and  as  we  vfe  to  fay, 
to  goe  downe  without  chewing,  which  as  poyfon  doth 
by  litle  and  litle,  difperfe  it  felfe  into  euery  part  of  the 
body. 

From  hence  rifeth  fo  much  foolifh  idle  prattle,  the 
Seruing-man,  the  Image  of  floath,  the  bagge-pipe  of  va- 
nitie, like  a  windie  Inftrument,  foundeth  nothing  but 
prophaneneffe,  and  fome  are  fo  charmed,  as  they  fpend 
their  whole  life  in  vaine  reading,  becaufe  they  fee  in  the 
as  in  a  glaffe,  their  owne  conditions  :  now  fuch  vaine 
fragments  as  fit  their  humors,  they  fucke  in,  and  fqueefe 
out  againe  in  eueiy  affembly. 

It    is    too    true,    that    one    fuch    wanton    toye    dooth 
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more  breed  Vice,  then  twentie  godly  treatifes  can  in- 
duce to  Vertue:  nor  twentie  Sermons  preached  by  the 
befl  Diuine  in  Englad,  doth  not  fo  much  good  to  moue 
to  true  doftrine,  as  one  of  thefe  bookes  do  harme  to  in- 
tice  to  ill  liuing:  they  corrupt  good  learning,  &  fubuert 
all  fan£limony,  and  by  a  tedious  pratling  ouer-fway  the 
memory  from  that  good  purpofe  wherevnto  it  ought  to 
be  imployed,  not  informing  the  iudgement  in  matters 
worthy  to  be  learned. 

From  whence  then  creepeth  in  this  peftilence,  but  out 
of  thefe  vaine  bookes ;  for  euery  mifchiefe  by  litle  &  litle 
crawleth  vpon  the  good  manners  of  men,  which  vnder 
fome  fhewe  of  goodnes  is  fuddenly  receiued,  which  by 
a  voluntary  admittance  at  the  firft  becometh  habituall, 
efpecially  when  the  fpirituall  faculties  are  defiled  with 
much  conuerfatio:  in  fo  much  that  many  that  hold  pla- 
ces in  facred  affemblies,  become  affefted  to  their  phra- 
fes,  Metaphors,  Allegories,  and  fuch  figuratiue  and  fu- 
parlatiue  termes,  and  fo  much  vaine  eloquence,  as  they 
yeeld  no  fruite  at  all  to  their  auditors,  but  driue  them  in- 
to amazement  with  a  multitude  of  Inkehome-termes 
fcummed  from  the  Latin,  and  defufed  phrafes,  as  they 
flye  aboue  the  commo  reach,  when  the  moft  profitable 
and  beft  affefted  fpeech  is  that  that  is  moft  congruable 
and  fitly  applied  to  the  intendment  &  vnderftanding  of 
the  hearers  by  familiar  and  ordinarie  termes,  not  fophi- 
fticall,  darke,  and  obfcure,  nor  too  bafe  and  barbarous: 
but  fuch  as  are  animated  by  their  prefent  abilitie  to 
fpeake  more  then  other  men,  and  be  addifled  to  affefla- 
tion,  haue  commonly  a  dearth  of  iudgement,  fildome 
edifie,  but  gallop  ouer  prophane  writers  to  fliewe  theyr 
vaine  reading. 
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Demojihems  beeing  called  to  declaime  againft  the 
rude  multitude  that  had  affembled  themfelues  in  the 
Forum  of  Athens^  anfwered  he  was  not  yet  readie,  if  he 
that  had  Faccscia  ingenij,  the  very  foule  of  wit  durft  not 
fpeak  in  a  ferious  manner  without  preparing  himfelfe  be- 
fore, how  ca  fuch  that  come  far  fhort  of  him  in  prompt- 
nes  of  naturall  wifdome,  prefume  to  handle  holy  things 
fo  rafhly  with  humane  learning,  for  it  is  an  impudent 
bol'dneffe  for  a  man  to  take  vpon  him  to  teach  others 
that  which  he  before  hath  not  bene  taught :  but  I  may 
fpeake  as  Tully  fpake  of  the  Orators  oi  Rome,  Sed  tamen 
videmus  quibus  extindus  Oratoribus  quam  in  faucis  /pes 
quanta  in  paucioribus  facultas  quam  in  multis  Jit  audacia. 
Wee  fee  (faith  he)  what  noble  Orators  are  put  out  of  the 
way,  and  how  in  fewe  a  hope  remaineth^  in  fewer  a 
skill,  but  in  many  a  boldncfle,  that  dare  fet  vpon  any 
thing. 

To  returne,  doo  not  thefe  idle  pernicious  bookes 
poyfon  the  well  difpofed  manners  of  youth,  and  mace- 
rate and  kill  the  feedes  of  Vertue  that  begin  to  bloome  ? 
for  doo  they  not  vfe  more  vaine  eloquence  then  confi- 
dence in  matters  of  wifedome?  So  that  all  that  which 
they  do,  is  but  to  make  a  mutinie.  Men  need  not  fowe 
for  weedes,  for  they  growe  faft  inough :  fo  we  are  pollu- 
ted inough  by  kinde,  though  we  be  not  more  defiled  by 
cuftome:  thus  do  they  proceed  like  cankers  to  eate  off 
the  tender  buddes. 

Neither    do    they    want    fome    Mecenas   to    Patronize 
their  witleffe  workes,  and  to  haue  fome  applaufe,  bend  vaine  workci 
the  fcope  of   theyr   argument    to   fit    their    difpofitions ;  wel  rewarded, 
yea,  and  many  times  thruft  their  dedications  vpon  men 
of  graue  and  fober  carriage,  who  will  not  ftickc  to  re- 
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compence  their  idle  labours. 

Now  if  the  principall  fcope  of  all  our  aftions  and 
counfels,  ought  to  be  to  fome  good  ende,  and  that  it 
mufl  needs  pafle  as  a  Maxime,  that  nothing  can  be  good 
but  that  which  moueth  to  Vertue^  the  it  muft  cofequct- 
ly  follow,  that  all  prophane  and  lafciuious  Poems,  are 
as  an  infeAious  aire  that  brings  a  generall  plague,  be- 
caufe  they  ftriue  againft  honeftie. 

And  if  Plato^  fawe  fo  great  caufe  to  (hut  them  out  of 
his  common-wealth,  as  noyfome  to  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillitie  thereof,  what  ought  our  Platonifts  to  do?  fith 
they  more  abound  heere  then  euer  they  did  there :  or  if 
we  had  but  the  zealous  affeftions  of  the  Ephefians,  we 
would  loathe  the  price  of  fo  great  iniquitie,  and  facri- 
fice  them  at  a  (lake,  though  they  were  of  neuer  fo  great 
value.  But  happily  it  will  be  demaunded  how  Ladies, 
Gentlewomen,  &c.  (hould  fpend  the  time,  and  bufie 
their  heads,  as  though  idlene(re  were  not  a  vice  badde 
inough  of  it  felf,  without  (ire  to  be  added,  and  as  though 
there  were  not  a  Bible,  and  many  good  bookes  where- 
in they  might  be  vertuoufly  exercifed. 

Of  good  wits  well  imployed  what  good  would  en- 
fue,  by  fetting  out  the  praifes  of  the  immortall  maiellie, 
that  giueth  hands  to  write,  and  wittes  to  inuent,  what 
matter  might  they  not  (inde:  but  honeft  and  neceflfa- 
ry,  in  which  they  might  firft  want  words  to  vtter,  then 
matter  worthie  to  be  vttered :  efpecially  thofe  that  are 
not  only  by  their  outward  felicitie  freed  from  troubles 
and  perturbation  of  minde,  imbracing  content  in  the 
bofome  of  peace,  the  nurfe  of  Sciences,  but  are  alfo  ina- 
bled,  and  fuflSciently  gifted  to  publi(h  any  thing  of 
worth,  6  how  willing  is  Vertue  to  crowne  them  with 
honour  I  But 
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But  this  contagion,  ought  ferioufly  to  be  confidered 
by  men  of  riper  iudgement,  and  by  fuch  as  haue  autho- 
ritie  to  fuppreffe  the  abufes ;  for  is  it  not  lamentable  ?  that 
a  Pamphlet  difcourfing  nought  but  Faganifme,  (hould 
be  fo  vendible,  and  vertuous  bookes  want  fale,  the  one 
brought  vp  thicke  and  three  fold,  the  other  lye  dead,  for 
there  commeth  forth  no  fooner  a  foolifli  toye,  a  leaud 
and  bawdy  ballad,  but  if  fung  in  the  market,  by  the  di- 
ners quirrifters,  they  flocke  to  it  as  crowes  to  a  dead  car- 
kaffe,  buying  them  vp  as  Jewels  of  price,  be  they  neuer 
fo  ribauld,  filthie,  or  dorbellicall ;  but  bookes  of  Chriftia- 
nitie,  of  modeft  argument,  that  tend  to  reftifie  the  iudg- 
ment,  lieth  ftil  in  the  Stationers  hand  as  wafte  paper,  not 
fo  much  as  looked  after :  fo  that  by  this  we  may  plainly 
fee,  what  a  froward  generation  we  are  fallen  into,  where 
in  fuch  bookes  as  are  moft  hurtfuU  and  daungerous,  are 
moft  deuoutly  coueted 

But  if  they  would  obferue  the  Philofophers  rule,  to  Pythagoras 
abftain  from  fpeaking  fiue  yeare,  I  doubt  not  but  in  that  '^^'• 
time,  they  would  be  fitted  and  fully  eftabliflied,  to  write 
with  fober  iudgement,  as  men  of  vnderftanding  &  rea- 
fon:  or  if  the  Apoftles  rule  were  followed,  Be  fwift  to 
heare,  and  flowe  to  fpeake,  they  would  be  more  confi- 
derate,  and  not  runne  out  the  courfe  of  their  liues  in 
fuch  vnprofitable  ftudie. 

But  touching  the  defence  fome  make,  to  approue 
this  vaine  writing,  it  is  too  ridiculous,  and  not  worth  an 
anfwere,  that  they  doo  by  this  meanes  polifh  &  refine 
our  Englifh  tongue,  and  drawe  it  from  barbarifme,  into 
a  more  finer  Cadence  of  words  :  but  thofe  bookes  that 
polifh  the  toong,  &  depraue  the  life,  are  dangerous,  and 
in  the  fentence  of  wife  men,  in  no  cafe  to  be  allowed : 

for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vertues  Common-wealth, 

for  it  were  better  for  a  man  to  be  dumbe,  then  by  fpea- 
king  to  approue  a  wrong,  and  accufe  the  innocent :  and 
better  it  were  indeed  that  they  had  not  only  no  lear- 
ning at  all ;  but  alfo  that  they  had  no  eyes  to  fee,  nor 
eares  to  heare :  for  as  it  is  in  the  Gofpell,  it  were  much 
better  for  a  man  to  goe  blinde  into  heauen,  then  with 
two  ^yts  to  be  caft  into  hell.  Neither  can  I  fee  but  that 
they  drawe  our  language  from  the  auncient  tenor,  by 
mixing  it  with  fo  many  ftraunge  countries,  that  it  fee- 
meth  rather  more  artificiall,  then  naturall:  and  more 
bafer  then  the  common  lawe,  which  is  compounded  of 
French,  Englifli,  and  Latin,  &c. 

The  harfh  tooting  of  Pans   pipe,  was  more   pleafmg 
to  Mydas  eare,  then  the  fweet  harmony  of  Apolloes  harp, 
Vainemen,      but  this  fault  was  in  the  ludge,  whofe  fimplicitie  could 
iudge vainly,    not  diftinguifli  them  aright:    in  like  manner,  many  are 
better  content  with  vicious   bookes,  bawdie    fongs«   foo- 
lifli  and  wanton  ditties,   then  in  the  well  feafoned  wri- 
tings of  holy  men,   and  this  is  for  want  of  iudgement, 
being  as  blinde  as  he  was  foolifh.     It  may  be  faid  of  fuch, 
as  Pythagoras  faid  to  a  leaude  fellow  that  foothed  him- 
felfe  in  conuerfmg  with  badde  company,   I    had    rather 
quoth  he  be  acquainted  with  bawdes,  then  wife  Phylo- 
Z.  Max.         fophers.     No  maruell  quoth  he  very  fadly,  fwine  delight 
more  in  dirt,  then  in  pure  and  cleane  water. 

Of  fuch  bookes  as  moue  to  good  life,  and  bring  a 
benefit  to  pofteritie,  we  haue  but  too  fewe,  and  can  ne- 
uer  haue  too  many:  but  of  fuch  as  foUowe  their  owne 
fancies  in  fpewing  out  their  wandering  imaginations, 
we  haue  but  too  many,  and  it  were  to  be  wiflied  we  had 
none  at  all.  Good  men  are  not  only  otherwife  innploy- 
ed,  but  alfo  greatly  difcouraged,  for  if  they  fet  forth  any 
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notable  booke  of  diuinitie,  humanitie,  or  fuch  like,  they 

are  in  no  requeft,  but  to  ftop  mufterd-pots,  &  what  is  the 

reafo  ?  but  this,  eueiy  Stationers  (hop,  ftal,  &  almoft  eueiy 

poft,  giues  knowledge  of  a  new  toy,  which   many   times  Good  bookes 

intercepts  the  vertuous  difpofitio  of  a  willing  buyer:    fo^yc«^«uL 

that  hauing  time,  and  incouragement,   labor   what  they 

can,  to  deface  good   mens  workes,   with  the  multitude 

of  tlieir  finfuU  fopperies. 

Hee  that  can  but  bombaft  out  a  blancke  verfe,  and 
make  both  the  endes  iumpe  together  in  a  ryme,  is  forth- 
with a  poet  laureat,  challeging  the  garland  of  baies,  and 
in  one  flauering  difcourfe  or  other,  hang  out  the  badge  Many  Poets 
of  his  follie.  O  how  weake  and  (hallow  much  of  theyr  ^'^'^^  '^i^s 
poetrie  is,  for  hauing  no  fooner  laide  the  fubie£l  and 
ground  of  their  matter,  and  in  the  Exordium  moued  at- 
tention, but  ouer  a  verfe  or  two  runne  vpon  rockes  and 
Ihelues,  carrying  their  readers  into  a  maze,  now  vp,  the 
downe,  one  verfe  (horter  then  an  other  by  a  foote,  like 
an  vnlkilfull  Pilot,  neucr  comes  nigh  the  intended  har- 
bour: in  fo  much  that  oftentimes  they  (licke  fo  faft  in 
mudde,  they  loofe  their  wittes  ere  they  can  get  out,  ei- 
ther like  ChirrilluSf  writing  verfe  not  worth  the  reading, 
or  Battilltis^  arrogating  to  themfelues,  the  well  deferuing 
labours  of  other  ingenious  fpirits.  Farre  from  the  deco- 
rum of  Chaufer,  Gowers^  Lidgate,  &c.  or  our  honourable 
moderne  Poets,  who  are  no  whit  to  be  touched  with 
tliis,  but  reuerently  efteemed,  and  liberally  rewar- 
ded. 

Then  feeing  this  naughtie  kinde  of  writing  dooth 
plucke  vp  the  feeds  of  Vertue  by  the  rootes,  and  quench 
that  little  fire  affoone  as  it  beginneth  to  kindle,  they 
ought  to  be  (hunned  as  Serpents  &   Snakes,  and  youth 
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chiefly  to  be  kept  from  reading  them. 

The  Libeller  is  puniflied  according  to  the  qualitie 
A  fit  compa-  of  his  Libell,  cither  by  pillorie,  whipping,  lofle  of  eares, 
^"^^  fine,  imprifonment,  and    fuch    like:    the    thiefe    hanged, 

the  traitor  drawne,  and  euery  one  puniflied  in  that  kind 
he  doth  offend  in :  are  not  thefe  filthy  bookes  libells  ?  do 
they  not  defame,  difcredit,  and  reproach  Vertue  and  ho- 
neftie,  by  expounding  Vice  with  large  comments?  do 
they  not  fteale  away  all  holy  deuotion,  poyfon  good 
wits,  and  corrupt  young  people?  (hall  hee  be  par- 
doned by  courfe  of  lawe,  that  offends  in  the  higheft 
degree?  and  (hall  hee  be  counted  a  maifter  of  wife- 
dome,  that  teacheth  nought  but  fooli(hneffe  to  the  peo- 
ple? wherefore  then  (hould  this  fo  great  mifchiefe  goe 
vnreproued  ? 

To   conclude,  he  that    can    read,    (hall    finde    bookes 
worthy  to  be  read,  wherein  is  both  wifedome  and  lear- 
ning, pleafant  &  wittie,  fober  and  chad,  that  both  profit 
The  profit  of   the  life,  and  ioy  the  mind :  but  before  all  other,  to  read 
reading  good   thofe  diuine  bookes,  that  both  lift  the  heart  to  God,  and 
^^  ^  direft  vnto  Chriftian  duties :   for  fuch  is  Fomentum  fidei, 

nouri(hing  faith,  Lexia  alit  ingenium,  fo  the  bookes  bee 
wife,  vertuous,  chafte,  and  honeft;  touching  the  for- 
mer, they  are  but  (linking  infeftious  writings,  which  as 
mudde  and  dyrt  defile  the  body,  fo  do  they  pollute  the 
foule. 

By  reading  good  bookes,  the  minde  is  ftored  with 
wifedome,  the  life  bettered  and  fetled  in  quietneffe :  fo 
that  dill  all  reading  be  referred  to  the  Bible,  fro  whence 
all  Vertue  is  deriued.  For  this  caufe  S.  Paul  admonifheth 
Timothie  to  giue  attendance  to  reading:  for  albeit  hee 
was  trained  vp  in  the  fcriptures  from  a  childe,  and  had 
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all  Epkefus  vnder  his  charge,  yet  hec  ftirreth  him  to 
reading;  for  by  reading  more  knowledge  is  not  one- 
ly  gotten,,  but  alfo  the  decayes  and  breaches  of  the  me- 
morie  is  againe  renued ;  and  vnleffe  there  be  both  a 
powring  in  of  more,  and  a  continuall  reftoring  of  that 
which  is  lofl,  all  will  drop  away,  and  leaue  a  man  emp- 
tie:  for  the  memorie  is  like  a  ruinous  houfe,  readie  to 
fall  downe,  which  if  not  eftfoones  repaired,  will  foone 
become  inhabitable. 

Touching    Enterludes    and    Playes,     I     will     omit    to  The  grounded 
fpeak  how  the  beft  iudgements  conceiue  of  them,  their  opinion  of 
reafons  being  ftrong  and  manifolde,  to  thruft  them  out  Y'^""  ^"^  ^p^" 

•  -  .     -.^  ,  -  ,  /•        1  1  lymen  againlt 

as    thmgs    mdifferent,    and    make    them    limply    vnlaw-  pjayes,  muft 

full.  be  authentick. 

For  although  they  are  not  fimply  forbidden  in  ex- 
preffe  words,  yet  if  it  once  appeare  the  true  vfe  be  loft, 
and  cleaue  to  a  bad  report,  it  is  the  part  of  euerie  man, 
to  (hun  and  auoyd  the  fame,  and  rather  drawe  other  to 
reformation,  then  violently  fuffer  himfelfe  to  be  fwayed 
with  the  like  affeflion. 

And  this  agreeth  with    that    of   Pauly    If   indifferent  if.  Cor,  8. 
things  giue  offence  to  the  weake,  they    ought    to    bee 
remooued  :    for    the    freedome    of   thofe    things    giueth 
courage    to    the    defefl    of   grace,  to  be  more  vngraci- 
ous. 

Nothing  is  lawfuU  but  that  which  tendeth  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  profit  of  man  in  comelineffe:  fo 
that  the  end  of  all  ioy  and  myrth,  muft  be  to  glorifie  the 
Creator. 

Thofe  pleafures  of  the  body  &  mind  which  are  of  good 
report,  are  indifferent  if  modeftly  vfed:  honeft  exercife 
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doth  much  relieue  the  debilitie  of  nature,  and  quicken 
the  dull  fpirits,  which  would  elfe  be  depreffed  and  ouer- 
laden  with  moderate  labour.  Idleneffe  is  to  be  condem- 
ned as  the  bel-dame  of  all  euil :  but  idleneffe  is  not  one- 
\y  in  doing  nothing,  but  alfo  in  doing  things  vnprofita- 
ble.  Efchew  euil,  and  do  good :  it  is  not  inough  to  ab- 
ftaine  from  euil,  but  we  muil  do  good  alfo. 

Some  Playes,  as  they  are  now  in  vfe,  are  fcandalous 
Luftfiill  Co-  and  fcurrillous,  detraft  from  Vertue,  &  adde  to  Vice,  and 
medies  hurt-  ^^  ^^^  May-games  of  all  fm  and  wickedneffe :  for,  for 
Chronicles  ^^  vcio^  part,  they  haue  nothing  in  them  but  fcurrilli- 
honourable,  if  tie,  or  fome  groffe  (hewe  of  doltiflineffe,  to  make  the 
circuftances,  linfuU  mouth  of  laughter  to  gape,  and  often  fporting  at 
*^-  that  which    fhould   rather   moue    pittie   and    compunfli- 

on :  Stages  of  defoluteneffe,  and  baites  to  entice  people 
to  lightneffe.  For  is  not  Vice  fet  to  fale  on  open  Thea- 
ters? is  there  not  a  Sodome  of  filthineffe  painted  out? 
and  tales  of  camall  loue,  adulterie,  ribaldrie,  leacherie, 
murther,  rape,  interlarded  with  a  thoufand  vncleane 
fpeeches,  euen  common  fchooles  of  bawdrie?  is  not 
this  the  way  to  make  men  ripe  in  all  kinde  of  villanie, 
and  corrupt  the  manners  of  the  whole  world?  And 
there  wanteth  no  Art,  neither  to  make  thefe  bawdie 
difhes  delightful!  in  tafte.  For  are  not  their  Dialogues 
puft  vp  with  fwelling  wordes?  are  not  theyr  argu- 
ments pleafing  and  rauiihing?  and  made  more  for- 
cible by  gefture  and  outward  aftion?  furely  this  muft 
needes  attraft  the  minde  to  imitate  fuch  vices  as  are 
portrayed  out,  whereby  the  foule  is  tainted  with  impie- 
tie :  for  it  cannot  be,  but  that  the  internall  powers  muft 
be  moued  at  fuch  vifible  and  liuely  obie6ls.  And  prin- 
cipally, youth  are  made  pliant  to  wantonnes  &  idlenes, 
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and  the  tender  buddes  of  good  maners  vtterly  rooted 
out  And  many  times  (which  is  moft  finfuU)  intermixe  A  fmfuU 
the  facred  words  of  God,  that  neuer  ought  to  be  hand-  ^^^^^^ 
led  without  feare  and  trembling,  with  their  filthy  and 
fcurrillous  Paganifme :  is  not  this  abhominable  pro- 
phanation?  is  not  that  humble  reuerence  of  the  ora- 
cles of  God,  hereby  blafphemed,  and  bafely  fcomed?  is 
this  fit  to  be  fuffered  where  Chrift  is  profeffed?  muft 
the  holy  Prophets  and  Patriarkes  be  fet  vpon  a  Stage,  to 
be  derided,  hid,  and  laught  at  ?  or  is  it  fit  that  the  infir- 
mities of  holy  men  (hould  be  a£led  on  a  Stage,  where- 
by others  may  be  inharted  to  rufh  carelefly  forward  in- 
to vnbrideled  libertie?  doubtleffe  the  iudgement  of 
God  is  not  farre  off  from  fuch  abufers  of  diuine  myfte- 
ries :  as  wee  haue  an  example  in  Eufebius^  lib.  8,  to  this 
effedl,  of  a  certaine  Poet,  who  mixing  the  word  of  God 
in  a  Heathinifli  Play,  was  fuddenly  fmitten  blinde  for 
his  prophaneneffe. 

Furthermore,  there   is   no   paffion  wherwith  the  king, 
the  foueraigne  maieftie  of  the   Realme  was  poffeft,  but 
IS  amplified,  and  openly  fported  with,  and  made  a  May-  The  state 
game  to  all  the  beholders,  abufing  the  ftate  royall,  moc- '"^"y  ^||^^  *^ 
king  the  auntient   Fathers  and   Pallors  of  the   Church ;  wrm^^,  and 
and  albeit  the  holy  Ghoft  vouchfafeth  them  many  faire  the  vulgar  foit 
tytles,    and    honourable    Epethites,    yet    notwithftanding  derided, 
they  are  fo  impudent,  as  to  traduce  them  on  the  Stage, 
and  imploy  them  in  bafe  offices:  for  looke  what  part  is 
more  fcornfull  then  other,  is  imputed  vnto  them.     Muft 
not  this  breede  contempt  to  them  and  their  places,  and 
impeach  fo  holy  a  fundlion?   no  doubt  y^s.    For  when 
the  faults  and  fcandalls  of  great  men,  as  Magiftrates,  Mi- 
nifters,  and  fuch  as  hold  publike  places,  (hall  be  openly 
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afted  and  obiefted  to  the  fences,  or  faigned  to  bee  re- 
plenifhed  with  vice  and  paffion,  it  muft  needes  breed 
difobedience,  and  flight  regard  of  theyr  authoritie, 
whereof  enfueth  breach  of  lawe,  and  contempt  of  fu- 
periours:  there  neede  not  bee  a  quickening,  or  calling 
backe  againc  of  the  fcapes  of  fuch  men,  to  make  them 
odious  and  contemptible,  for  euerie  fault  they  com- 
mit, be  it  as  fmal  as  a  pibble,  yet  is  it  fo  big  as  a  mil-ftone, 
becaufe  they  ftand  in  the  gaze  of  the  world,  and  foone 
fpyed  if  they  offend  neuer  fo  litle. 
Veins  coma-  This  Vetus  comadia  was  inuented  to  good  purpofe, 
*^^  the  fubieft,   matter  of  morall   documents,   the   aflembly, 

the  Senators  and  chiefe  Cittizens  :  and  as  Tully  calleth 
them,  HumafUB  vitcB  fpeadum,  a  glafle  of  mans  life:  for 
when  they  reprefent  the  a£ls  of  vertuous  men,  time, 
Auntient  Co-  place,  and  perfons  confidered,  they  are  (deemed  by 
mcdies,  abfta-  fome  to  be)  fufferable,  and  that  for  this  caufe,  when  as 
the  comely  deedes  of  good  men  are  feelingly  brought 
to  remembrance,  it  cannot  but  moue  other  to  imitate 
the  like  goodnefle:  or  on  the  other  fide,  when  the 
fpots  and  errours  of  our  life,  fhall  be  a£led  to  our  owne 
fhame,  it  is  impoflible  that  we  (hould  be  content  to  be 
fuch,  and  not  loath  our  owne  euill,  as  when  a  bragging 
Thrafo,  a  ftrutting  Philopolimarchides,  a  double  dea- 
ling Parafite,  or  fuch  mad  humours  as  raigne  in  com- 
mon diforder,  difplaycd  according  to  decorum,  no 
fpeflator  but  is  driuen  to  prye  into  himfelfe  if  hee 
haue  the  like  faultes  or  no  :  for  I  thinke  verily  that 
no  man  will  allowe  fuch  abhominable  a6lions  in 
himfelfe,  when  they  are  fo  vifibly  painted  out  in  o- 
ther. 

And    albeit    fome    bcnefite    might    come    if    circum- 
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ilances  were  obferued,  yet  now  is  it  farre  otherwife,  for 
thefe  moderne  Playes,  wherewith  the  world  is  now  fo 
peftred,  are  altogether  made  vpo  lafciuious  arguments, 
and  feme  as  the  very  Organs  &  Inftruments  to  vanitie: 
the  honour  due  to  God,  and  reuerence  to  man,  is  laid  a- 
fide,  Vertue  difroabed,  and  Vice  exalted  ;  and  in  (lead  of 
morallitie,  fiflions,  lies,  and  fcurrillous  matter  is  foyfted 
in,  and  is  cunningly  conueied  into  the  hearts  of  the  afii- 
ftants,  whereby  they  are  transformed  into  that  they  fee 
afted  before  them :  for  the  rufticke  and  common  fort,  are 
as  Apes,  that  will  imitate  in  themfelues,  that  which  they 
fee  done  by  other.  Or  if  they  ftiiffe  their  Scene  with 
fome  one  good  precept,  or  well-worded  inftruftion, 
what  power  hath  that  to  moue  to  Veriuel  when  it  is  im- 
mediately prophaned  with  their  exhorbitant  foolerie,  as 
pure  water  in  a  foule  and  muddie  cefteme. 

The  indscorum  of  Poets,  &  greedineffe  of  Hiftori- 
ans,  lumping  in  one  fimpathy,  haue  changed  the  inted- 
ment  of  the  former  ages. 

For  as  Menander  in  Greece^  which  is  thought  to  bee 
the  firft  inuenter  of  Comedies,  Ae/cAiltis,  or  Thefpis^  the  Hor,  in  arte 
deuifer  of  Tragedies,  aymed  at  Vertue  in  blazing  out  the/«^«- 
deeds  of  honeftie,   with  graue   and   fober  termes,  which 
indeed  were  rude  &  imperfefl,  by  reafon  of  the  infancie 
of  the  time,  vntil  they  were  afterward  adorned  with  the 
choice  flowers  of  Sopliocles  and  Euripides,  of  whom  it  is  Quintal 
doubted  whether  is  the  better  Poet.  ^**-  ««• 

Thefe  did  labour  by  modeft  delight,  to  drawe  men 
by  example  to  goodneffe :  neither  can  T  imagin,  but  that 
they  obferued  many  particulars,  as  well  in  the  choifc 
of  their  Auditorie,  as  of  good  matter,  without  gree- 
die  defire    to    multiply  exceffiue    gaine,   and    no  doubt 
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were  played  priuately  in  their  Accademies;  at  fome 
fet  times,  at  which  were  prefent  the  chiefe  Burgomai- 
fters,  Senators,  and  graue  Fathers  of  the  citie. 

But  if  we  oppofe  our  quotidian  Enterludes  to  them 
of  former  time,  and  confider  the  multitude  of  ours, 
with  the  paucitie  and  fewneffe  of  theirs,  wee  fhall  fee  a 
great  diuerfitie  as  well  in  the  method  of  writing,  as  in 
the  time,  place,  and  company :  for  now  nothing  is  made 
fo  vulgar  and  common,  as  beaftly  and  palpable  folly: 
lull,  vnder  colour  of  loue,  abftraft  rules  arti^cially  com- 
pofed,  to  Carrie  the  minde  into  finfuU  thoughts,  with 
vncleane  locution,  and  vnchafte  behauiour,  as  groping, 
colling,  kifling,  amorous  prattle,  and  fignes  of  Venerie, 
whereby  the  maidenly  difpofition  is  polluted  with  luft, 
and  moued  to  impietie. 

Againe,  if  a  man  will  leame  to  be  proud,  fantafticke, 
humorous,  to  make  loue,  fweare,  fwagger,  and  in  a 
word  clofely  doo  any  villanie,  for  a  two-penny  almes 
hee  may  be  throughly  taught  and  made  a  perfeft  good 
fchoUer :  fo  that  publicke  Sermons  are  made  of  all  kinde 
of  naughtineffe,  and  the  bridle  of  wicked  libertie  laid 
on  euery  mans  necke:  and  herein  ftandeth  their  glory, 
if  by  pleafmg  the  vulgar  opinion,  they  gaine  a  plau- 
dite,  at  which  they  flreake  tiieir  plumes,  &  fpread  theyr 
pride. 

When  Pfwfion  had  made  an  eloquent  oration  be- 
fore the  people,  and  feeing  them  clap  their  hands  for 
ioy,  queftioned  fuch  as  were  next  him,  if  he  had  vttered 
any  foolifh  and  vnfeemly  thing  :  teaching  vs  by  this, 
that  we  ought  alwayes  to  fufpeft  the  rude  multitude, 
for  that  their  weake  iudgements  can  hardly  difcerne 
betweene  Vice  and    Vertue,  and  their  affeflions  fo  dull, 
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that    they    commonly    embrace    the    euiU    in    ftead    of 
good. 

In  like  manner  Hippomachus  hearing  one  of  his  fchol- 
lers  praifed  for  his  (idling,  bade  him  ceafe  playing,  for  he 
was  fure  there  was  fome  great  errour  in  the  fingering, 
that  hee  was  fo  applauded  of  the  ignorant:  what  true 
glory  then  can  they  iuftly  merit,  that  are  praifed  by  the 
witlefle  and  braine-ficke  multitude?  And  as  thefe  cop- 
per-lace gentlemen  growe  rich,  purchafe  lands  by  adul- 
terous Players,  &  not  fewe  of  them  vfurers  and  extortio- 
ners, which  they  exhauft  out  of  the  purfes  of  their  haun- 
ters, fo  are  they  puft  vp  in  fuch  pride  and  felfe-loue, 
as  they  enuie  their  equalles,  and  fcorne  theyr  inferi- 
ours. 

Now   the   common   haunters   are    for   the   moft    part.  The  common 
the  leaudeft  perfons  in  the  land,  apt  for  pilferie,  periu- fpe<^tors  and 
rie,  forgerie,  or    any    rogorie,  the    very   fcum,  rafcallitie,  Play-gadders, 
and  baggage  of  the  people,  theeues,  cut-purfes,  (hifters, 
coufoners;    briefly,  an   vncleane  generation,  and    fpaune 
of  vipers:  muft  not  here  be  good  rule,  where  is  fuch  a 
broode  of  hell-bred  creatures  ?  for  a  Play  is  like  a  fincke 
in  a  Towne,  wherevnto  all  the  filth  doth   runne :   or  a 
byle  in  the  body,  that  draweth  all  the  ill  humours  vn- 
to  it. 

For  what  more  fitter  occafion  to  fummon  all  the 
difcontented  people  together,  then  Playes }  to  attempt 
fome  execrable  aftio,  commotions,  mutinies,  rebellios, 
as  it  hapned  at  Windhd  in  Norff,  in  the  time  of  Ed.  the  6. 
where  at  a  Stage  Play  (according  to  a  drunken  cuftome 
there  vfed)  the  horrible  rebellio  of  Ket  and  his  compli- 
ces, by  a  watch-word  giuen,  brake  out,  to  the  trouble  of 
the  whole  kingdome:    and  doth    it  not    daily   fall    out 
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in  cominon  experience,  that  there  is  either  fighting, 
whereof  enfueth  murther?  robbing  and  theeuering, 
whereof  commeth  hanging  ?  or  fpotting  the  foule  with 
wickedneffe,  that  he  becommeth  the  very  fonne  of  Be- 
liall  t  and  are  they  not  growne  odious  to  good  men, 
and  ill  reported  of?  are  thefe  indifferent  to  be  vfed  ? 
nay  verily,  if  a  man  loue  his  owne  fafetie,  he  ought  to 
withdrawe  himfelfe  from  fuch  vaine  fpe£lacles. 
Playcsinthe  But  efpecially  thefe  noflumall  and  night  Playes,  at 
night,  very  vnfeafonablc  and  vndue  times,  more  greater  euils  muft 
neceffarily  proceed  of  them,  becaufe  they  do  not  onely 
hide  and  couer  the  thiefe,  but  alfo  entice  feruants  out  of 
their  maifters  houfes,  wherby  opportunitie  is  offered  to 
loofe  fellowes,  to  effeft  many  wicked  ftratagems.  In  a 
word  (as  they  are  now  vfed)  they  corrupt  good  man- 
ners, and  fet  abroach  the  veffell  of  all  vncleaneneffe  ;  the 
eare  is  tickled  with  immodeft  fpeeches,  the  minde  im- 
printed with  wanton  gefture,  and  the  whole  affeftions 
rauifhed  with  finful  pleafure :  in  fo  much  as  many  leaue 
their  honeft  callings,  liue  idlely,  and  gadde  to  thofe  pla- 
ces where  the  diuel  difplayeth  his  banner,  lining  fo  long 
vpon  the  fpoile  of  other  men,  till  at  laft  they  are  eaten  vp 
by  Tybome.  Nay  many  poore  pincht,  needie  crea- 
tures, that  liue  of  almes,  and  that  haue  fcarce  neither 
cloath  to  their  backe,  nor  foode  for  the  belley,  yet  will 
make  hard  fhift  but  they  will  fee  a  Play,  let  wife  &  chil- 
dren begge,  languifh  in  penurie,  and  all  they  can  rappe 
and  rend,  is  little  inough  to  lay  vpon  fuch  vanitie.  Ne- 
uertheleffe  fome  will  obieft  they  are  neceffarie,  and  fit 
to  be  allowed  in  pollicie :  and  why  fo  ?  becaufe  they 
are  meanes  to  occupie  idle  people,  and  keepe  the  wor- 
fer  fort  from  worfer  exercifes:    for  if  Playes  were    not 
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(fay  they)  fome  would  to  drunkennefle,  fome  a  who- 
ring, others  to  dice,  cardes,  riotting,  and  fuch  vile  prac- 
tifes,  which  by  Playes  is  all  preuented.  This  proueth 
them  as  lawfull  in  London,  as  the  common  Stewes  in 
Rome,  or  Venis :  for  is  this  a  fencible  reafon,  that  of  ne- 
ceffitie  one  finne  cannot  be  pulled  downe,  but  an  other 
as  bad  or  worfe,  mull  be  eredled  in  ftead  of  it  ?  it  is  no 
found  argument,  to  difpence  with  one  to  efchew  the  o- 
ther,  and  fo  by  fhunning  Carribdis,  fall  vpon  Sdlla :  but 
how  fhall  we  fpend  the  time?  as  though  there  were  no 
exprcife  to  be  vfed,  but  that  that  leadeth  to  mifchiefe. 
Time  flyeth  away  apace,  and  therfore  we  are  comman- 
ded to  redeeme  the  time,  feeing  we  haue  but  too  much, 
when  we  wilfully  loofe  and  abufe  it  Idleneffe  is  a  finne 
great  inough  of  it  felfe,  though  it  haue  no  nourifh- 
ment  by  finfuU  games  and  fports:  but  doubtleffe  if  the 
caufe  were  remoued,  the  effe£l  would  foone  ceafe,  and 
the  time  bee  fpent  in  more  honeft  endeuours,  and  by 
litle  and  litle  (the  lawe  obferued)  the  men  would  be  wai- 
ned  from  fuch  intolerable  abufes. 

Other  will  belch  out  this  blafphemie,  that  a  man 
may  edifie  as  much  at  fome  Play,  as  at  a  Sermon :  this  I 
eafily  graunt,  if  fo  be  when  he  goeth  to  Church,  he  lea- 
ucth  his  heart  at  home ;  or  at  leaft  it  is  fo  flintie,  that  no 
good  thing  will  penetrate,  the  diuell  fitting  at  the  el- 
bowe,  and  eyther  rockes  him  a  fleepe,  or  amazeth  the 
minde  with  wandring  thoughts :  fo  that  filling  a  place 
as  a  Cipher  in  augrime,  heareth  a  buzzing  found  in  his 
eares,  but  is  neuer  truly  toucht  in  his  heart  Befide,  the 
affeftions  are  not  alike :  for  at  a  Play  the  whole  facultie 
of  the  minde  is  altogether  bent  on  delight,  the  eye  ear- 
neftly    fixed    vpon    the    obie6l,   euery  fence    bufied    for 
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the  time,  the  eare  narrowly  waiteth  to  catch  that  that 
is  vttered,  fending  it  to  wit :  wit  to  reafon  :  reafon  to 
memorie,  which  locketh  it  vp  in  a  clozet,  lead  it  flip  out 
againe :  the  diuell  in  the  meane  time  like  a  quiet  fellow, 
doth  not  trouble  the  aiTedlions  with  ftrange  deluflons; 
and  why  fo?  becaufe  they  are  occupied  in  his  worke. 
Furthermore,  a  man  is  not  wearied  be  it  neuer  fo  tedi- 
ous, becaufe  they  doo  not  onely  (as  I  fay)  feed  the  eare 
with  fweete  words,  equally  ballanced,  the  eye  with  va- 
riable delight,  but  alfo  with  great  allacritie  doth  fwiftly 
runne  ouer  in  two  houres  fpace,  the  dooings  of  many 
yeares,  galloping  from  one  countrey  to  an  other, 
whereby  the  minde  is  drawne  into  expeflation  of  the 
fequell,  and  carried  from  one  thing  to  an  other  with 
changeable  motions,  that  although  hee  were  vnac- 
quainted  with  the  matter  before,  yet  the  cunning  Art 
hee  feeth  in  the  conueyance,  maketh  him  patiently  at- 
tend the  Cataftrophae :  when  as  at  a  Lefture  and  ho- 
ly exercife,  all  the  fences  are  mortified  and  poffeft  with 
drowfinefle:  fo  that  by  this  then  we  may  fee  our  cor- 
rupt nature,  and  the  fore  that  runneth  ouer  the  whole 
body;  for  the  minde  is  nothing  fo  tentible  at  a  good 
inftrudUon,  nor  the  eare  fo  audible,  as  at  a  vaine  and 
fportiue  foolerie  :  6  how  dull  is  the  affe£lions  to  the 
one,  and  how  prompt  to  the  other  1  how  the  tongue 
will  itterate  and  repeate  the  one  with  great  loye, 
and  fmoulder  vp  the  other  in  drowfie  melancho- 
lye. 

Many  well  gouerned  Common-wealths,  did  not 
onely  note  them  to  bee  infamous  perfons  that  acted 
them,  excluding  them  from  offices,  and  giuing  teftimo- 
nie  in  caufes  crimminall,  but  alfo  fupplanted  and  beate 
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downe  Theaters  and  common  Play-houfes,  leaft  any 
things  ftiould  be  imprinted  in  the  peoples  harts  againft 
honeftie. 

Licurgus  baniftied  all  Players,  Pypers,  Sophifters, 
&c. 

Ouid  for  his  wanton  Ars  amandi,  was  exiled  by  Au- 
guftus. 

luuinally  as  an  inftrument  of  obfcenitie  and  bawdery, 
was  driuen  out  of  his  countrey,  becaufe  by  their  wan- 
ton Elegies,  they  made  the  mindes  obfequies  to  loofe 
lining. 

A  good  old  father  being  demanded  what  he  thought 
of  Playes  and  idle  Poetrie :  anfwered,  they  were  very 
good  to  infe£l  young  wits  with  vanitie  and  needleife 
fopperie. 

The  grofleneffe  of  the  Heathen  was  fuch,  that  they  Foule  idoila- 
dedicated  Playes,  games,  mummeries,  maskes,  &c.  to  *^^  "*  y*  H«*- 
their  Idols,  to  pacifie  their  (fuppofed)  difpleafure.  And 
although  there  is  none  but  abhorreth  fuch  foule  Idol- 
latrie,  yet  the  diuell  hath  fuch  a  Heccatombe  of  facrifices 
out  of  obfcene  and  filthy  Playes.  To  bee  fhort,  men 
ought  to  recreate  themfelues  comely  and  decently, 
and  vfe  exercifes  of  better  report,  and  leffe  hurt :  for 
what  faieth  Saint  Chrifostome  to  the  faithfuU  of  his 
time  ?  In  no  cafe  (faieth  hee)  frequent  Theaters, 
leafl  you  bee  branded  with  infamie.  It  is  no  fmali 
offence  (faieth  Cipriati)  for  a  man  to  difguife  him- 
felfe  in  the  garments  of  a  woman,  vnlesse  in  cafes  of 
great  neceflitie,  to  faue  the  life,  &c. 

And  therefore  it  were  to  bee  wiflied,  that  all 
loue-bookes.  Sonnets,  and  vile  pamphlets,  were  bur- 
ned, and    no   more    fuffered    to    be    printed,  nor    filthy 
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Playes  rehearfed,  which  are  the  bellowes  to  blowe  the 
coales  of  luft,  foften  the  minde,  and  make  it  flexible  to 
euill  inclinations:  vnleffe  firft  feene  and  allowed,  by 
fome  of  approued  and  difcreet  iudgement. 

To  conclude,  it  were  further  to  be  wiftied,  that  thofe 
admired  wittes  of  this  age.  Tragedians,  and  Comedi- 
ans, that  gamifli  Theaters  with  their  inuentions,  would 
fpend  their  wittes  in  more  profitable  ftudies,  and  leaue 
off  to  maintaine  thofe  Anticks,  and  Puppets,  that  fpeake 
out  of  their  mouthes :  for  it  is  pittie  fuch  noble  giftes, 
fhould  be  fo  bafely  imployed,  as  to  proftitute  their  in- 
genious labours  to  inrich  fuch  buckorome  gentlemen. 
And  much  better  it  were  indeed  they  had  nor  wit,  nor 
learning  at  all,  then  to  fpend  it  in  fuch  vanitie,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  God,  and  corrupting  the  Common-wealth : 
but  he  that  dependeth  on  fuch  weake  ftaies,  ftiall  be  fure 
of  fhame  and  beggerie  in  the  ende :  for  it  hath  fildome 
bene  feene,  that  any  of  that  profeflion  haue  profpered, 
or  come  to  an  aflured  eftate. 

Haft  thou  wit,  learning,  and  a  vaine  to  write  wic- 
kedneffe  ?  adde  wifedome  to  thy  wit,  and  couet  to  write 
goodnefle:  fo  (halt  thou  in  ftead  of  curfing,  be  blefled, 
and  immortally  praifed  of  the  good  and  honeft.  The 
floud  of  wittie  foolifhnes,  hath  a  long  time  ouerflowne 
the  bankes  of  modeftie,  the  world  is  full  of  idle  bookes, 
and  friuolous  toyes,  neuer  in  any  age  was  the  like :  tume 
thy  pen,  write  not  with  a  goofe  quill  any  longer,  clenfe 
thy  wit  of  groffe  folly,  and  publifli  things  profitable  and 
neceffary,  new,  and  good,  to  the  building  vp  of  Vertue 
and  godlinefie. 

Againe,  is  the  minde  and  body  wearied  with  vnrea- 
fonable  care  and  labour?   reft,  eafe,  and  inoflenfiue  paf- 
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times,  are  then  mod  fitteft  and  in  feafon :  for  we  are  not 
created  to  follow  fports  and  pleafures,  and  fent  into  the 
world  to  play:  but  for  graue  and  waightie  ftudies,  and 
to  vfe  honeft  mirth,  when  the  body  is  tyred  and  no  lon- 
ger able  to  endure  trauaile,  vnleffe  it  be  againe  refreflicd 
with  fome  aftiuitie,  and  not  otherwife :  fo  that  fuch  as 
fpend  the  time  in  vaine  trifles,  gadding  after  Playes,  and 
idlely  runne  vp  and  downe,  breake  that  ftraight  iniunc- 
tion  made  by  God  to  Adam :  In  the  fweat  of  thy  browes 
(halt  thou  eate  thy  bread.  What  whoredomes,  drun- 
kennefle,  fwearing,  and  abhominable  Sodomie  is  daily 
praftifed?  doth  it  not  inuite  and  call  vpon  Magiftrates 
to  draw  the  fword  of  reformation?  do  they  not  crie  for 
vengeance  to  heauen?  furely  there  was  neuer  more  fil- 
thinefle  committed  then  now,  the  word  contemned. 
Preachers  defpifed,  and  a  dire£l  oppofition  againft  all 
honeftie,  that  were  it  not  for  fome  fewe  that  ftand  in  the 
gap,  fire  and  brimftone  would  fall  from  heauen  &  con- 
fume  the  wicked  like  Sodotne  and  Gomorrah.  For  doubt- 
lefle  the  fins  of  Sodome^  are  as  rife  here  as  euer  they  were 
there,  pride,  gluttony,  cutthroat-enuy,  felf-loue,  vnmer- 
cifulnefle  to  the  poore,  and  fuch  like,  and  thofe  not  pri- 
uate :  but  vniuerfall  in  all  places,  and  amongft  mod  men. 

The  next  enemy  to   Vertue  is  Idlenefle,  a  burthen  of  idleneffc  the 
impediment,  a  vice  fo  deeply  rooted  in  fome,  that  it  ca-^ooteofall 
fteth  them  headlong  into  infemall  bondage:  the  toade^ 
out  of  which    iflueth    nought  but  drunkennefle,   whore- 
domes,   pride,    ignorance,    errour,    blindnefle,    beggerie, 
and  a  thoufand  moe  miferies.    Time  is  like  fo  many  ligh- 
ted lampes,  that  with  care  &  diligence  ought  to  be  kept 
with  oyle:    which  with  dampifli  idlenefle  are  foone  put 
out,  and  by  negligence  let  fall :  for  mans  life  of  it  felfe  is 
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not  fo  fliort  by  nature,  but  it  is  more  (hortned  by  fxnne, 
and  the  lengdi  of  time  haftncd  on  by  iniquitie.  The 
foule  is  of  too  fine  a  mettall  and  fo  pure  a  temper  as  to 
loue  to  do  nothing,  but  will  be  imployed  in  labour ;  yet 
becaufe  (he  is  imprifoned  in  the  walles  of  flefh,  follow- 
eth  her  fluggilh  inclination :  the  body  by  too  much  eafe 
is  like  a  pampered  lade  vnferuiceable,  and  her  dexteritie 
and  faculties  being  made  blunt  and  dull  with  floth,  be- 
commeth  wholy  vnfit  for  honeft  labour :  for  if  he  remit 
and  giue  his  minde  to  idleneffe,  ill  corrupting  mo- 
tions creepe  into  the  foule,  which  polluting  the  purer 
parts,  do  by  little  and  little  carry  him  to  all  tmpietie,  vn- 
till  the  whole  man  become  nothing  but  the  fonne  of 
Belial  \  by  it  a  wide  gap  is  opened,  for  adultery  to  enter 
in  at,  and  therefore  Diogenes  was  wont  to  fay,  by  doing 
nothing  we  leame  to  do  euil :  and  luft  (quoth  he)  is  the 
trade  and  occupation  of  loyterers:  and  as  that  grand- 
maifter  of  wantonneffe  Quid,  in  his  booke  De  remedio  a- 
mot\i\s  faith ;  Ofiafi  tollas.periere  Cupidinis  arcus.  And  it  be- 
ing alked  how  the  Emperour  jEgiJlus  became  an  adul- 
terer, it  is  anfwered. 

Ouid.  In  promptu  caufa  eft  defidiofus  erat 

It  is  a  plaine  cafe  he  was  idle.      For  if  the  bodie  be  not 

fet  on  worke,  the  minde  goeth  aftray,  whereby  this  litle 

world    is    foone    ouerthrowne   by   the   inuafion  made  a- 

gainft  it  by  concupifcence :  as  whe  a  man  doth  faft  long 

Thecaufeof   and   abftaine  from  bodily  foode,  the  emptineffe  of   the 

the  plague  or  ftomacke   and    paffages,  draweth    into  the  bodie  windie 

«nce-       humours    and    infeftious   vapours,   becaufe    according    to 

Philofophie,  there  is  no  vacuum^  but  a  prefent  fupply  of 

aire: 


124 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vertues  Common-wealth. 

ayre :  fo  that  often  eyther  by  the  difpofition  of  the  ele- 
ments, or  by  reafon  of  fome  accidentall  caufe,  the  ayre 
is  fo  infedled  and  poyfoned,  as  it  pierceth  into  the  vitall 
powers,  and  either  bringeth  a  vniuerfall  mortalitie,  or 
fome  lingring  difeafe  and  ficknefle :  fo  in  like  man- 
ner when  the  body  is  kept  from  corporall  labour, 
and  the  minde  from  ftudious  exercife,  a  fit  manfi- 
on  for  don  Sathan  is  prepared,  euery  roome  empti- 
ed, and  the  whole  poores  and  faculties  of  foule  and 
body  really  poffeft  with  wicked  impietie,  wherein 
this  grand-traitor  to  mans  happineffe,  as  in  a  worke- 
houfe  forge,  or  common  (hoppe,  dooth  ftampe  and 
coine  a  multitude  of  euils,  and  fugged  abhominable  vi- 
ces into  the  heart:  for  verily  none  are  fuch  fit  inflru- 
ments  for  him  to  worke  by,  then  fuch  as  Hue  idlely  and 
do  nothing:  for  where  there  is  no  defence  to  keepe 
him  backe,  there  dooth  hee  rule  fo  flrongly  ouer  the  af- 
fe6lions,  that  their  is  no  other  fruites  but  a  finfuU  life, 
and  a  fhamefuU  ende:  for  fuch  as  occupie  themfelues 
in  no  commendable  exercife,  but  mifpend  the  time, 
no  maruell  though  the  minde  bee  vpon  vnhallowed 
anions. 

IdlenefTe  is  a  capitall  plague,  a  fore  vexing  the  body 
with  extreame  torment,  and  loading  the  bones  till  they 
cracke  with  weakeneffe,  pouertie,  impotencie,  and  in 
the  ende  leaueth  olde  age  naked  and  vnprouided  for. 
In  a  word,  nothing  is  more  vnfeemely  in  a  Chriftian, 
nor  more  contrarie  to  the  lawe  of  God,  which  com- 
maundeth  euery  one  to  get  his  liuing  with  the  fweate 
of  his  browes,  preiudiciall  to  humane  focietie,  and 
iniurious  to  nature :  and  therefore  Tfiemijlocles  tear- 
meth  idlenefTe  the  graue  and   tombe  of  fuch   men   as 
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An  idle  man    are  aliue,  for  that  there    is  no    difference    between    an 

Lire  """^  '^^'  ^^'®  '"^"'  ^"^  ^"^  *^^  *^  ^^^'  ^^^  *^^^  neither  one  nor 
the  other  doth  any  good. 

Euery  one  is  commaunded  to  be  induftrious  in  that 
calling  wherein  hee  is  fet,  and  earneftly  feeke  to  applie 
himfelfe  therevnto,  for  he  that  worketh  not,  is  not  wor- 
thie  to  eate :  but  hee  that  foUoweth  his  trade  with  dili- 
gence be  it  neuer  fo  bafe  or  mechanicall,  is  alwayes  fure 
of  competencie  and  faturitie,  when  as  the  luskifh  and 
idle  notwithftanding  their  great  aboundance,  are  in 
fliort  time  confumed  and  come  to  nothing,  as  the  wife 
Prou.  14.  ,  man  faieth :  I  paffed  by  the  field  of  the  flouthfuU,  and 
3°'  ,  loe  it   was    ouergrowne    with    bryars,  and   nettles   had 

,  couered  the  face  thereof,  and  the  ftone  wall  was  bro- 
,  ken  downe,  &c.  yet  a  little  fleepe,  a  little  flumber,  a 
,  little  fowlding  the  handes  together,  fo  thy  pouertie 
,  commeth  vppon  thee  like  an  armed  man :  and  as  it  is 
,  in  an  other  place,  hee  that  putteth  his  hand  into  his 
,  bofome,  is  like  to  fall  into  pouertie. 

Some  lur-daines  that  haue  wealth  left  by  their  an- 
ceftors,  holde  it  a  poynt  of  wifedome  to  reft  theyr 
idle  limmes  and  fpare  their  bodies,  and  Hue  in  the 
hyue  vppon  the  hunney  of  others  labour,  and  as  vul- 
tures kill  nothing  but  themfelues,  but  preye  vppon  that 
which  is  killed  by  other,  fo  like  Catter-pillers  do  they 
Hue  by  the  fruites  of  other  mens  labours  and  fore  tra- 
uaile. 

This  kinde  of  life  was  fo  much  hated  among  the 
iEthenians,  that  who  fo  was  feene  idle  was  feuerely 
puniflied.  And  for  this  vfe,  was  there  Sophroniftes 
and  graue  Fathers,  that  had  the  ouerfight  and  furueigh- 
ing   of  the   Common-wealth,    and    moft    chiefly    looked 
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to  the  manners  of  youth.  Tulfy  reports  that  none  durft 
walke  the  ftreetes  of  Rome  without  bearing  about  him 
fome  fignc  of  his  profeflion,  leaft  hee  fliould  bee  im- 
peacht  of  idleneffe :  and  in  his  oration.  Pro  Archita  poe- 
ta,  hee  laith  of  himfelfe :  What  time  other  men  fpent  in 
fports,  playes,  bankets,  dice,  cardes,  tennice,  &c.  that 
faith  he,  I  beftowed  in  poring  on  my  booke :  which  is 
vndoubtedly  true,  for  furely  had  he  bene  idle  and  gi- 
uen  to  paftime,  as  many  ftudents  are  in  thefe  dayes,  hee 
could  neuer  haue  bene  that  notable  and  excellent  fum-^ 
mtis  Orator. 

There   is    nothing  fo   precious    as   time,  which   being 
wilfully  or  willingly  ouerflipt,   is  impoffible  to  be  recal-  The  piAure  of 
led,  for  that  fhe  is  deafe  and  cannot  heare,  and  therefore  ^*™®- 
(he  is  painted  with  lockes  before,  but  bauld  behind,  be- 
caufe  holde  may  be  taken  in  the  comming,  but  her  back 
once  paft,  is  irrecouerable,  and  the  lowder  (he  is  called,  Mora  trMt 
the  fafter  (he  flyeth.  periculum. 

It  were  a  world  to  note  the  idleneffe  of  many  in 
thefe  times,  and  what  multitudes  Hue  with  doing  no- 
thing; or  at  leaftwife  in  doing  things  vnprofitable  and 
difhoneft:  yea,  what  numbers  there  be  both  in  Citie 
and  Towne,  that  liue  like  Drones  &  idle  Grafhoppers, 
as  a  right  wife  and  honourable  Counfellor  reported  in 
the  Starre-chamber,  that  in  the  citie  as  hee  verily  was 
perfwaded,  there  were  at  lead  a  thoufand  families  that 
could  giue  no  honeft  reckening  of  their  life.  Some  like 
jEfops  labber[er],  fit  beating  their  heeles  againft  a  ftall,  fome 
friflce  from  houfe  to  houfe,  as  bufie-bodies:  others  in 
curious  obferuations  and  fault-finding  with  the  gate, 
apparell,  fpeech,  and  defe£ls  of  other,  and  fat  themfelues 
with  bufie  apprehenfions. 
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This  peeuifli  nature  is  deriued  from  that  olde  Witch 
Lftmcahath  Lameo^  who  as  the  Poets  frame,  had  broade  profpefliue 
many  childre.  ^yes  to  pull  out  and  in  at  pleafure,  and  at  her  going  a- 
broad,  would  put  on  and  be  very  curious  and  circum- 
fpe6l  in  peering  and  poring  about  to  fee  what  was  a- 
miflfe  in  her  neighbours  houfe;  but  at  her  return  home^ 
would  locke  them  vp  in  a  cap-cafe,  and  fatte  downe  to 
fpinning  as  blinde  as  a  beetle,  and  neuer  fawe  what  was 
amifle  in  her  owne  houfe  :  fo  in  like  manner,  many 
both  fonnes  and  daughters  fhe  hath,  that  cram  the  fore- 
part of  the  wallet  with  fmall  defefls,  when  the  waight 
of  their  owne  behinde,  is  readie  to  pull  them  backe- 
ward  into  all  contempt:  and  many  female  tinners  fre- 
quent great  affemblies  for  nothing  elfe  but  to  fpye  out 
new  fafhions,  of  which  they  make  large  coments  at 
their  retume,  neuer  reft  night  nor  day,  till  they  be  trickt 
vp  with  like  trumperie,  and  if  they  fpye  a  hole  in  theyr 
neighbours  coate,  a  moate  amifle,  a  wrinckle  awry, 
then  there  is  to  do  and  to  do,  and  turning  it  ouer  againe 
and  againe,  as  men  ted  hay,  with  wot  you  what  neigh- 
bour, fuch  a  man  is  too  familiar  with  his  maide,  he  is  a 
bankerout,  an  hypocrite,  a  bufie-body,  fhe  is  a  muddie 
queane,  a  filthy  beaft,  a  lumpe  of  kitchinftuffe,  and  fuch 
like:  is  not  here  good  ware  which  they  offer  to  fell,  to 
euery  ones  difgrace?  and  thus  they  paffe  away  the  time 
in  vaine  and  idle  obferuations,  and  vtterly  forget  to 
looke  into  their  owne  bofome,  and  prune  and  correft 
their  owne  deformities,  which  no  doubt  they  fliould 
finde  labourfome  inough  to  reforme. 

Euery  day  offereth  a  new  occafion  to  doo  good, 
and  therefore  no  one  houfe  ought  to  flip  away  with- 
out fome  profitable   thing  done  :    but  as  Ccefar  in  his 
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Commentaries  fetteth  downe  his  diurnal  affaires,  eue-  C^M  Com, 
ry  dayes  bufmeffe :  fo  a  man  muft  exercife  himfelfe  dai- 
ly in  fuch  things  as  belong  to  his  calling,  and  to  Hue  fo 
that  his  company  may  be  defired,  and  by  his  life  to 
yeeld  benefite  to  the  place  where  he  liueth,  and  not  fo 
to  liue,  as  if  he  were  borne  onely  for  himfelfe  ;  but  as  Pla-  ^^'^' 
to  saith,  for  our  friends,  parents,  countrey,  and  fuch  com- 
mon duties  which  are  the  finall  endes  of  euery  mans 
labour :  but  he  that  regardeth  neither  of  thefe,  his  com- 
pany cloyeth  the  ftomacke,  and  therefore  to  be  fpewed 
out  as  an  vnprofitable  waller.  Callings  are  diftingui- 
fhed  into  fundry  profeflions,  according  to  the  neceffitie 
of  the  time,  becaufe  euery  man  may  not  onely  haue 
wherein  to  imploy  himfelfe  and  to  benefite  others  by 
his  trauell,  but  alfo  to  haue  helpe  by  the  facultie  of 
his  neighbour :  yet  all  come  into  thefe  two,  either  in 
minde  or  in  body,  the  Magiftrate,  Minifler,  and  fuch  as 
holde  publique  and  facred  places,  do  labour  in  minde 
with  good  counfel,  in  gouernment  and  doftrine,  which 
is  the  more  excellent  calling  :  others  are  manuell  or 
mechanicall,  which  is  the  more  wearifome  &  toilfome  : 
without  thefe  no  common-wealth  can  fland ;  for  as  it 
is  a  great  poUicie  in  maintaining  difcipline,  fo  is  it  not  a 
little  cheriflied  by  other  callings.  The  Husband-men 
which  Tully  calleth  the  bed  citizens,  in  tillage,  paftu- 
rage,  and  ftoring  the  Realme  with  graine.  It  is  not  e- 
quall  nor  agreeable  to  nature,  for  a  man  to  liue  prow- 
ling and  fhifting  by  the  labours  of  other  men,  and  prey 
vpon  their  earnings,  but  to  labour  himfelfe  in  fome  cal- 
ling, that  his  company  may  be  enioyed 

The   Philofopher  did  meafure  out  their  reft,  and  in- 
uent  meanes  to  breake  their  fleepes,  and  (baking  off  the 
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drowfinefse  of  nature,  were  content  onely  to  refrefli 
the  fpirits,  that  the  poores  might  be  more  pliant  to  per- 
forme  dutie. 

Cato  repented  him  of  nothing  he  had  done  in  all  his 
life  fo  much  as  of  two  things ;  one  in  going  by  water 
when  he  might  haue  gone  by  land :  the  other  in  paflfmg 
ouer  one  day  idlely,  and  doing  nothing. 
Quint,  Cur,  Alexander  hated  it  fo  much,  that  leaft  it  (hould  abate 
the  courage  of  his  fouldiers,  and  raife  tumults,  kept 
them  occupied  in  appointing  ludges  to  trie  out  fuch  as 
had  (hewed  themfelues  mod  valiant  in  the  warres,  to 
whom  he  gaue  rewards  due  to  their  deferuings.  Him- 
felfe  delighted  in  the  workes  of  Homer,  in  fo  much  as  he 
would  lay  it  vnder  his  head  when  hee  flept,  to  read  in 
when  he  awaked. 

Domitian  would  fpend  the  time  in  catching  flyes, 
Lucullus  in  building.  Diogenes  in  rowling  his  Tubbe  vp 
and  downe.  Marcarius  in  carrying  heapes  of  ilones 
from  place  to  place.  And  if  we  confider  the  workes,  la- 
bours, and  large  volumes  of  the  Fathers,  Philofophers, 
Orators,  Hiftoriographers,  Poets,  and  Schoole-men, 
we  may  fee  they  made  precious  vfe  of  time,  and  by  ta- 
king hold  of  opportunitie,  left  a  memorie  thereof  to  po- 
fteritie. 

When  Titus  had  mifpent  one  day,  and  it  was  gone 
before  he  was  aware,  cried  out,  Amice  diem  perdidi,  O 
my  friend  I  haue  loft  a  day.  Appelles  would  not  loofe  a 
day  without  (hadowing  a  phifnomie. 

It  is  remembred  of  the  Emperour  Oilauian,  that  in- 
ftrufled  his  fonne  in  martiall  affaires,  and  his  daughter 
in  making  cloath,  as  well  to  get  their  owne  liuing,  if  ad- 
uerfitie  hapned,  as  to  keepe  them  from  idlenefTe. 
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Euerie  one  therefore  ought  to  apply  himfelfe  to 
fome  honeft  bufineffe,  and  ftirre  vp  his  body  and  mind 
to  fome  commendable  fcience :  for  by  labour  and  ex- 
ercife,  Vertue  is  purchafed,  when  by  daftardly  idleneffe 
the  poores  become  foft  and  delicate,  through  which 
they  fall  into  fports,  playes,  and  immoderate  pleafures : 
and  being  emptie  of  all  good  motions,  the  diuell  foone 
takes  vp  his  lodging,  and  keepes  open  houfe  for  all  vi- 
ces :  the  very  rotte  and  fpoile  of  youth,  the  fummons  to 
beggerie,  which  like  a  beadle  doth  fcourge  in  the  ende 
with  the  whip  of  repentance. 

Haniball  after  all  his  great  viftories,  by  idleneffe  was 
was  wrapped  in  delights,  and  loft  his  honour. 

Alexander  at  Babilon  ouerthrew  his  glorie  and  his 
further  hopes  by  dalliance,  and  quenched  that  forti- 
tude and  valour  with  which  hee  was  fo  really  endu- 
ed. 

SardinapcUus  was  exiled  his  kingdome  through  idle- 
neffe and  careleffe  gouernment. 

Time  flyetli  away  with  wings,  and  therefore  a  wife 
man  will  lay  holde  of  her  forelockes  while  it  is  to  day, 
to  inrich  the  minde  with  the  experiments  of  thofe 
things  that  bring  perfefl  bleffedneffe.  For  it  may  bee 
fuppofed  that  God  would  neuer  haue  put  a  foule  into 
that  body  which  hath  hands  and  feete,  inftruments  of 
doing,  but  that  it  was  intended  the  minde  fhould  fet 
them  on  worke.  and  imploy  them  in  a£Uon ;  and  not 
to  holde  fo  diuine  an  effence  in  the  dungeon  of  idle- 
neffe. 

We  are  borne  to  labour,  as  well  as  the  birds  to  flye. 
Salomon  fendeth  vs  to  the  Emet  to  learne  wifedome, 
to  confider  her  induftrie,  who   like   a   good    Econimift, 
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prouides  in  Sommer  for  Winter,  whereof  E/ope  affoor- 
deth  a  pleafant  conceited  fable  :  The  Ant  &  the  GrafTe- 
hopper  (faith  he)  walking  together  on  a  funnie  banke, 
the  one  piping  and  carelefly  Ikipping,  looked  after  no- 
thing ;  the  other  circumfpeft  in  prying  about  what  pro- 
uifion  was  fcattered  in  the  way,  carefully  gathered  it  vp 
and  carried  it  to  her  cabbin,  whom  the  Graflehopper 
feeing,  scorned  this  needleffe  thrift  with  many  bitter 
taunts  :  now  it  fell  out,  that  in  ftiort  time  thefe  two  par- 
ted, the  one  to  her  faire  fweetes  which  the  feafon  did 
yeeld,  the  other  to  her  labour ;  the  one  refpefted  the 
time  prefent,  thinking  the  Spring  would  laft  all  the 
yeare ;  the  other  time  to  come,  prouiding  againft  the 
(harpe  ftormes  of  froft  and  fnowe.  Anon  colde  winter 
gfrew  on,  and  tooke  from  the  Grafliopper  her  wonted 
moifture,  bereft  him  of  his  piping,  and  with  his  fliackle 
hammes  weakely  skips  too  and  fro,  and  beeing  pincht 
wth  hunger,  and  drencht  with  Ihewers,  went  for  fuc- 
cour  to  the  Ant,  her  olde  acqaintance,  and  entreated 
fome  reliefe,  but  the  litle  worme  demaunded  what  fhe 
had  done  all  the  Sommer  time,  (he  could  not  prouide 
for  Winter?  The  Grafhopper  anfwered  with  a  hollow 
voyce,  fhe  fung  to  delight  the  paffenger :' then  now  you 
may  daunce  quoth  flie,  to  eafe  your  hunger.  With  this 
the  Grafhopper  yeelding  to  the  weathers  extremities, 
foodelefTe,  comfortlefTe,  and  fuccourleffe,  died  without 
remedie :  alluding  by  the  alligorie  to  fuch  idle  and  lai- 
zie  meacocks,  who  fpend  the  Sommer  of  youth  in  wan- 
tonneffe,  that  when  the  winter  of  olde  age  commeth, 
are  forced  to  want  and  feele  the  flormes  of  penurie,  and 
languifh  by  inferred  pouertie.  And  therefore  while 
time   doth  offer  it  felfe,  and  the  body  able  to  endure,  it 
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is  good  to  feeke  for  thofe  things  that  may  bring  ioy  and 
comfort  to  olde  age.  Neuertheleffe  youth  doth  fup- 
pofe  that  God  keepeth  a  court  of  faculties  for  them  to 
take  vp  a  difpenfation,  to  runne  madding  after  euery  va- 
nitie,  hauing  as  they  thinke,  fo  much  time  as  they  know 
not  how  to  fpend  it :  but  as  the  Miller  who  hauing  too 
much  water,  openeth  his  floud-gates  and  fluces  to  let  it 
paffe  :  fo  they  think  they  haue  time  plufquam  fatis^  more 
then  needs,  and  therefore  vfe  meanes  to  fpend  it  by 
breaking  vp  the  floud-gates  of  their  vaine  affeftios  :  and 
lead  they  Ihould  be  pent  vp  with  too  much  time,  let  it 
vnprofitably  runne  out,  and  gather  nothing  by  theyr 
owne  labour,  but  fpoile  houfe,  land,  and  whatfoeuer 
is  left,  in  banqueting,  dicing,  hunting,  hawking,  and  car- 
ding, which  like  a  bauin  giueth  goodly  blaze  for  a 
while,  but  is  foone  out,  and  in  the  end  glad  to  warme 
their  nailes  with  their  owne  breath,  and  when  froftie 
age  commeth  on,  the  ioynts  feeble,  the  bloud  dead,  the 
body  colde,  and  a  quiuering  paulfey  ouer-fpread  the 
limbes :  oh  how  faine  would  he  be  thriftie,  and  how 
nearely  doth  his  want  pinch  him !  he  is  forced  with  the 
laizie  Graftiopper  to  bewaile  his  ftate,  and  repent  the 
loffe  of  time.  Oh  what  goods  and  poffeffions  did  my 
friends  leaue  me,  which  are  prodigally  wafted  }  how  of- 
ten did  they  feeke  to  reclaime  me  with  good  counfell 
if  I  had  bene  gracious  ?  and  thofe  vices  that  muftered 
about  my  young  yeares,  how  foone  might  I  haue  fup- 
preft  them }  but  then  being  young  and  foolifti,  am  now 
olde  and  beggerly :  to  whom  Ihall  I  communicate  my 
griefe,  that  will  yeeld  fuccour?  all  my  laments  are  boot- 
leffe,  relentleffe,  and  pittilefTe :  what  a  heauie  reckening 
haue  I  to  make,  wafting  fo  many  idle  houres  in  eating, 
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drinking,  ryoting  in  fports,  games  and  paftimes,  and  all 
my  flourifhing  youth  in  idleneffe,  not  fpending  one 
houre  in  his  feruice  to  whom  all  is  due,  &  now  I  fhould 
find  mod  comfort  in  that  I  haue  got  fo  neare  my  end, 
a  hell  of  vnquiet  torments  lye  on  my  confcience  rea- 
dieto  finke  me  downe  to  hell.  Let  youth  therefore  be 
warned,  and  laie  holde  on  the  winges  of  Time  while 
it  is  to  day,  lead  by  flipping  the  tyde  of  opportunitie 
they  fall  into  a  forrowfuU  lamentation  when  it  is  too 
late. 

And  therfore  fuch  old  men  as  are  forrie  their  youth 
is  gone,  it  is  a  fure  token  they  were  neuer  wife  nor  gra- 
tious,  for  hee  is  no  wife  man  that  repineth  at  the  mod 
profitable  things :  for  age  taketh  away  the  delight  of  the 
flefh,  the  roote  of  all  euill :  for  there  can  be  no  greater 
plague  to  mans  happineffe  then  the  will  of  the  bodie, 
which  by  the  priuiledge  of  youth  is  fubiefl  to  fo  many 
indireft  courfes,  deflroying  the  iudgement,  and  putting  ^ 
out  the  eye  of  reafon,  no  communitie  with  Vertuey  but 
a  liuely  brotherhood  with  vice  and  vanitie:  yet  fome 
take  g^eat  glorie  to  crake  of  their  youthfuU  afts  and  tell 
many  flories  of  their  prankes  in  former  time  ;  I  did  this 
and  this  faith  one,  I  thus  and  thus  faith  another,  I  holpe 
the  Priefl  to  fay  MafTe  faith  a  third,  and  by  bragging  of 
their  flinking  rottennes  and  reuiuing  their  own  Ihame: 
Suppofe  they  gaine  credite  for  fuch  infamous  pra6li- 
fes,  and  commend  themfelues  to  pofleritie,  as  men  en- 
The  vanitie  dued  with  notable  exploits,  but  howfoeuer  they  boaft, 
offomeolde  they  glorie  but  in  their  owne  fhame,  and  by  fporting 
men.  at   theyr    wantonnefTe,   bewray    theyr    owne    guiltineffe: 

for  if  thou  hafl  committed  any  horrible  offence  in  the 
time  of  ignorance,  and  not  repented  thy  felfe  of  it  in 

time 


134 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vertius  Common-wealth. 

time  of  knowledge,  thou  haft  giuen  confent  to  thy 
leaudneiTe  and  fo  ftandeft  guiltie  before  God :  and 
therfore  the  Prophet  Dauid  praieth  God  to  forgiue  the 
finnes  of  his  youth. 

Licurgus  by  his  lawes  forbad  young  men  to  play,  or 
goe  idlely  vp  and  downe  in  the  Marte  or  common  pla- 
ces, or  to  be  nurfed  vp  in  delights  and  pleafures,  but  in 
husbandry  and  tillage,  that  in  their  firft  yeares  they 
might  not  tafte  of  idleneffe. 

And  Zenocrates  did  vfe  to  diuide  the  day  into  parts, 
referuing  one  part  for  fllence,  that  hee  might  meditate 
how  to  fpeake :  not  onely  therefore  the  Realme  is  prof- 
peroufly  held  vp  by  bufmeffe  and  labour,  but  a  mans 
priuate  wants  fupplied,  and  his  domefticke  neede- 
ments  maintained  :  whereas  idleneiTe  ouerthroweth 
all :  and  therefore  warres  in  a  kingdome  are  more  pro- 
fitable (faith  one)  then  peace,  for  warres  ftirreth  the 
minde  to  Vertue,  when  peace  breedeth  idleneffe,  And  as 
the   Poet  faith: 

Nam  qui  dejidiam  luxumque  feqtutur  inerUm, 
Dumfugit  oppofitos  incauta  mente  labores. 
Turpis  inopfque  Jimul  miferabile  iranfiget  enmn  : 
At  quifquis  duros  caufus,  virtutis  amore^ 
Viceritf  illejibi  laudemqiie  decufque  parabit. 

For  he  that  giues  his  minde  to  floth 

to  riotize  and  eafe, 
And  honeft  labours  intermit, 

his  idle  limbs  to  pleafe, 
Both  naked,  poore,  and  miferable, 

old  age  on  him  will  ceafe. 
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But  if  that  he  for  Vertues  fake 

with  labour  hard  exceed, 
Mortall  fame  he  purchafeth 

for  this  his  manful!  deed. 

How  lamentable  is  it  therfore  for  youth  to  be  igno- 
rant, and  defeat  theyr  mind  of  the  store-houfe  of  know- 
ledge, &  fo  iniurioufly  wrong  themfelues  in  the  way  to 
blifle  ?  for  ignorance  is  fearfull,  an  inconftant  paflio,  bafe 
and  contemptible,  and  is  foone  feduced,  becaufe  it 
knowes  not  how  to  vfe  that  well  it  pofleffeth,  but  is  rafti 
and  headie,  taking  falfehood  for  truth.  Vice  for  Vertue^ 
not  being  able  to  diftinguifli  one  from  the  other:  and 
by  this  deceit  is  carried  into  errours,  omitting  all  good 
examples  and  honed  a£lions  :  for  if  the  carriage  of  wife 
and  graue  men  be  not  obferued,  the  minde  is  clogged 
with  ignorance,  not  onely  not  able  to  direft  others  in 
any  matter  of  doubt,  but  is  forced  to  aske  counfell  for 
himfelfe  in  euery  trifle.  But  a  foole  (faith  Salomon)  is 
wifer  in  his  owne  conceit,  then  feuen  wife  men  that  can 
render  a  reafon :  and  drinking  fo  much  the  water  of 
felfe-loue,  doth  get  fuch  a  buzzing  in  his  braines,  that 
managing  his  bufineffe  by  his  owne  wit,  draweth  vpon 
himfelfe  fpeedie  repentance. 

Oh  how  foone  Vice  creepes  vpon  the  affeftions  of 
youth  in  the  fpring  of  their  yeares,  if  idleneffe  flip  in  : 
for  being  intangled  in  the  net  of  libertie,  doth  chauke 
out  to  himfelfe  the  way  to  trace  in,  affefting  that  which 
the  multitude  feeme  to  allow,  be  it  neuer  fo  contrarie 
to  found  iudgement :  and  therfore  the  beft  inheritance 
that  fathers  can  leaue  to  their  children,  is  good  brin- 
ging vp,  as  a  fure  ftocke  to  liue  on  in  olde  age :   for  to 
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put  wealth  into  the  hands  of  youth,  before  hee  haue 
wifedome  to  guide  it,  is  as  if  hee  fliould  fet  him  on  a 
young  coults  backe  that  was  neuer  fadled,  needs  muft 
he  dangeroufly  fall,  hauing  neither  wit  nor  ftrength  to 
rule  him  as  he  ought :  or  as  if  hee  fliould  put  his  patri- 
monie  into  a  fhip,  and  make  his  fonne  Pilot,  who  for 
want  of  skill,  needs  muft  fuffer  fliipwracke.  And  youth 
is  no  fooner  capable  of  reafb,  but  by  idleneffe  the  mind 
is  carried  into  a  multitude  of  vices^  like  a  ftanding  pond 
that  gathereth  nothing  but  fcum  and  filth. 

Thofe    parents    therefore    that    put    their   children    to 
be  feruing-men,  haue  fmall  care  of  their  education,   for 
that  they  doo  not  onely  mifpend  the  time,   but  learne 
fuch  vices  as  cleaue  fad  to  nature,  not  eaflly  to  be  fliaken 
off,  that  many  times  they  are  forced  to  vnlawfuU  fliifts  a  Seruing 
in  youth,  or  begge  their  breade  in  age.     And  Gentlemen  »"»«» l»f«  ^ 
incumber  their  houfes  with    many    vnqualified    feruants,  ^^^^^  "^^ 
which  deuour  and  eate  much,  but  get  little,   and    vnder  ^  -^^  i^J^Jf] 
pretence  of  feruice,   do   nothing    leffe    then    ferue  with-  ficc 
out  all  contradi£lion  ;   it  is  no  charitie  to  fofler  fuch  an 
idle  fuperfluitie  of  feruants,  with  that  which   might   bet- 
ter be  fpent  on  the  blinde,  lame,  and  poore  people  then 
on    fuch    which    ferue    for    nothing    but    to    beautifie    a 
houfe,  and  pifture  and  fliewe  forth   their  perfons.      Ho- 
nor and  worftiip  refteth  not  in   keeping  many   feruants, 
or  riding  with  a  great  troup,  but  in  his  owne  vertue.     For 
though  wife  men  for  curtefie,  and  fooles  for  fimplicitie, 
do  reuerence  and  falute  them,  yet  are  they  no  whit  the 
more  honourable,  vnleffe  they  be    iuft,   temperate,   affa- 
ble, modeft,  and  haue  fuch  vertuous  properties,  &  mor- 
rall  conditions,  as  that  they   may  be  vfed  in  the  Com- 
mon-wealth, for  the  feruice  of  their  Prince  and  Countrey. 
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Many  idle  perfons  drop  out  of  Gentlemens  houfes, 
who  with  a  frowne  of  their  maifter,  are  turned  out  of  all 
preferment,  not  able  to  get  their  owne  liuely-hood,  but 
conflrained  through  want  to  follow  bad  courfes,  &  be- 
ing out  of  feruice,  fall  into  offence  of  lawe,  and  are  ma- 
ny times  eaten  vp  by  Tyborne. 

And  yet  fome  heires  of  good  poffibilities,  vnder  co- 
lour of  learning  ciuilitie,  humanitie,  and  fome  com- 
mendable qualities,  are  by  their  parents  made  Scruing- 
men,  and  their  young  wits  fo  peftered  with  vice,  that 
they  fildome  proue  good  members  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 

To  conclude,  euery  one  ought  to  betake  himfelfe 
to  fome  honed  and  feemely  trade,  and  not  fuffer  his  fen- 
ces to  be  mortified  with  idleneffe  :  for  whom  the  di- 
uell  findeth  in  that  cafe,  hee  foone  poffeffeth,  imploy- 
ing  him  in  fome  damned  worke,  and  wicked  praftife, 
and  for  euer  difabling  him  to  be  vfed  in  matters  of  good 
confequence. 

Surge  igitur  duroque  manus  adfuefce  labori, 
Dei  tibi  dimenfos  crajlina  vt  hora  cibos, 

Raife  vp  therefore  thy  lazie  limbes, 

apply  thy  minde  to  paine, 
Both  foode  and  cloath,  and  all  thing  elfe, 

with  eafe  thou  flialt  attaine. 

Rioting  and  drunkenneffe  doth  both  corrupt  the  bo- 
dy, and  pollute  the  foule,  and  is  fuch  an  extreame  mad- 
neffe,  as  it  transformeth  a  man  into  a  beafl,  fauing  in 
forme  and  portraiture,   putting  out   the  light  of  vnder- 
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Handing,  dulling  the  wits,  breeding  difeafes,  hatching 
whoredomes,  vncleannefle,  quarels,  ftrifes,  &c.  which 
as  a  chaine,  draweth  one  linke  after  an  other,  vntill  the 
linke  of  wofuU  wretchednes,  maketh  his  death  timerous 
and  fearfull  by  his  leaud  life  :  yet  notwithftanding  fo  or- 
dinarily pra£lifed  in  mod  places,  as  it  is  fcarce  noted  as  a  Comunis  er- 
fault.  An  euill  cuftome  not  contradifted,  is  made  cur-  rorfadt  im. 
rant  by  long  vfe.  But  as  the  fchoole-men  fay,  Bonum  quo 
comunius  es  melius :  by  how  much  the  more  xrommon 
goodncffe  is,  by  fo  much  the  more  is  it  prized.  So  it 
holdeth  in  the  oppofition,  the  longer  a  beaftly  cuftome 
is  in  vfe,  the  more  odious  and  loathfome  it  is.  This  ca- 
coethes,  or  ill  cuftome,  vfurpeth  fuch  a  priuiledge,  and 
incroacheth  fo  vpon  the  good  maners  of  men,  by  com- 
ming  in  the  habit  of  honeftie,  that  they  are  not  aftia- 
med  to  hide  their  filthineife  with  glorious  titles,  and 
neceifarie  colours,  as  a  fpurre  to  quicken  the  wit,  and  fet 
an  edge  on  a  blunt  capacitie,  a  whetftone  to  memorie.  The  benefit  of 
a  breeder  of  loue,  an  enemie  to  melancholy,  a  chearing  ^™"^^"*^®- 
the  minde,  prompt  the  conceit,  a  readineffe  to  pro- 
nounce, and  many  fuch  :  youth  that  are  eafily  catched 
with  thefe  baites,  and  tafting  the  fweetneffe  of  this  fm, 
are  by  manhood  and  age  fo  deepely  rooted,  that  they 
rather  feeke  to  nourifh  an  ill  cuftome,  then  to  fruftrate 
fo  abhominahle  a  praftife,  filling  the  body  full  of  dif- 
eafes, emptying  the  purfe  of  all  thrift,  and  caufe 
them  to  ftumble  on  theyr  g^aues  before  olde  age 
come. 

Neither  can  thefe  allegations  imputed  to  this  vice^ 
excufe  the  dagerous  effefts  which  proceed  of  her  mon- 
ftrous  deformitie.  For  as  the  Poets  allude  that  Medufa 
could  turne  men  into  marble  pi6lures,  Circes  into  fwine, 
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fo  the  excefliue  vfe  hereof  altereth  reafon,  vnderftan- 
ding,  and  all  the  poores  of  the  minde,  and  wrap  vp 
many  brutifh  conditions  in  a  humane  Ihape ;  for  he  that 
is  ouerladen  with  fenfualitie,  loofeth  the  vfe  of  all  thofe 
graces  and  diuine  faculties  wherewithall  a  modeft  and 
fober  man  is  poffeft.  And  as  thofe  properties  may  holde 
in  part,  that  is,  fo  long  as  moderation  beareth  fway,  fo 
once  falling  into  the  more,  it  can  no  longer  ftand  :  for 
as  one  may  Iharpen  his  knife  with  grinding,  fo  by  too 
much  and  often  doing  it,  the  edge  and  mettall  may  be 
quite  ground  away  and  made  blunt ;  and  therfore  Ana- 
c/tarfis^  a  great  wine-bibber,  who  was  choked  with  a 
huske  of  a  grape,  did  notwithftanding  preach  this  doc- 
trine :  The  firft  draught  faith  he,  cheriflieth  the  bloud, 
the  next  comforteth  the  heart,  but  the  third  inflameth 
the  braine,  fumeth  into  the  head,  and  breedes  drunken- 
neffe. 

He  faid  moreouer,  that  the  vine  bareth  three  maner 
of  grapes,  the  firft  of  pleafure,  the  fecond  of  drunken- 
neffe,  and  the  third  of  forrow. 

O  how  farre  doth  intemperance  make  a  man  differ 
from  himfelfe,  and  forget  the  finall  ende  of  his  creati- 
on, in  procuring  enemies  againft  his  owne  happineffe! 
O  what  lamentable  Tragedies  is  by  this  Vice  a6led  a- 
mong  wine-bibbing  companions !  There  bee  euils 
inough  we  bring  with  vs  into  the  world,  and  we  haue 
worke  inough  to  holde  warre  with  them,  though  we 
procure  no  more,  which  are  alwayes  a  temptation  to 
our  beft  parts. 

Drunkenneffe  is  no  inbred  nor  inherent  fmne,  but 
procured  by  cuftome  and  bad  company :  it  corrupteth 
the  foule,  fuckcth  out  the  luice   of  the   body,  withereth 
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the  beautie,  drieth  vp  the  finewes,and  like  a  canker  cor- 
rodeth  and  deuoureth  vp  all  good  motions,  making 
that  body  which  fhould  be  a  holy  temple,  a  habitacle 
and  dwelling  houfe  for  the  diuell :  for  being  ouerladen 
with  wine  &  gluttonie,  tlie  bodie  is  fo  much  broke,  that 
as  a  holy  Father  faith,  it  is  a  wonder  that  thofe  bodies 
made  of  earth  and  clay,  become  not  myre  and  dyrt :  it 
ftirreth  the  mind  to  whoredome,  for  like  twins  they  are 
neuer  a  funder  :  Sine  cerere  &  baccho  friget  venus^  without 
wine  and  belly-cheare  luft  would  be  aflwaged,  incapa- 
ble of  conceit :  for  you  (hall  neuer  fee  a  drunkard  fo  wel- 
aduifed  to  aske  counfell,  or  with  patience  marke  good 
documents,  but  either  fleere  and  laugh  it  out,  or  be  fu- 
rious and  quarrelfome :  and  therefore  Father  Cato  was 
wont  to  fay,  it  was  loft  labour  to  talke  of  Vertue  to  the 
belly,  for  that  it  hath  no  eares  to  heare,  becaufe  their 
loofe  life  maketh  religion  loathfome  to  their  eares.  This 
wine-wafhing  licour  giueth  fuch  fcope  and  libertie  to 
the  tongue,  as  it  rowleth  vp  and  downe  rcftleffe,  an- 
noying the  whole  world  with  vnneceflarie  prattle,  run- 
ning into  all  degrees,  cenfuring  all  men,  and  laying  out 
that  openly,  which  modeftie  would  conceale,  powring 
it  into  the  bofome  of  his  pot-mate  :  for  the  tongue  of  a 
drunken  man,  is  the  clozet  of  his  heart ;  and  that  which 
a  fober  man  thinketh,  a  drunkard  fpeaketh.  And  as  by  a 
noife  of  crowes,  one  may  ghefle  where  carrion  is,  fo  a 
flocke  of  drunkards  may  be  found  by  their  words,  be- 
ing fo  inflamed  with  the  fume  and  ftrength  of  the  ly- 
cour,  as  it  is  impoflible  to  keep  filence.  Therefore  as 
Cicero  faith,  there  need  no  racking  to  procure  confeflion 
of  the  truth,  for  it  may  with  more  eafe  be  gotten  by 
drunkennefle. 
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And  as  Homer  faith,  wine  diftracteth  the  wits  of  a 
wife  man  with  voluntary  madnefTe,  and  his  grauitie  is 
vtterly  quenched  with  indifcretion.  A  drunken  man  is 
fo  proh'xious  and  talkatiue,  as  he  molefleth  all  his  hea- 
rers :  if  he  be  in  company  with  a  fober  man,  he  wearieth 
him  with  talke :  if  he  come  to  the  ficke,  he  grieueth  him 
more  than  his  fickneffe :  if  in  a  (hip  among  paflfengers, 
he  annoyeth  them  more  then  the  waues  of  the  fea :  fo 
that  wherefoeuer  he  commeth,  he  is  troublous  and  irke- 
fome. 

It  were  one  of  Herculus  labours  to  defcribe  their  fe- 
uerall  humors,  fome  apt  to  quarell,  if  but  croft  with  a 
word,  and  not  pledged  as  he  would  be,  &  readie  to  ftab 
and  make  worke  for  the  Conftable :  an  other  throwes 
the  pot  about  the  houfe,  breakes  the  glafle  windowes 
with  his  dagger,  and  calls  his  hoftife  whore :  fome  full 
of  Apifli  tricks  and  toyes,  fing,  hollow,  whoope,  fweare, 
and  fwagger,  with  fuch  confufed  diforder,  that  a  fober 
man  comming  amongft  them,  would  verily  thinke  hee 
were  in  hell,  carowfing  healths  on  their  knees,  at  which 
great  snuffe  is  taken,  if  not  duly  pledged  ;  and  fo  great 
indignitie  offered,  as  many  times  the  field  is  chalenged, 
where  the  diuels  champions  trie  their  valour,  which  to 
fome  is  vntimcly  warning.  Some  like  fwine,  wallow 
in  their  own  filth,  and  forced  to  difgoi^e  and  caft  vp 
the  fuperfluitie  and  exceffe,  which  calleth  for  ven- 
gence  from  heauen,  for  fo  monftroufly  abufing  the 
good  creatures  of  God 

And  though  a  drunkard  recouer  himfelfe  agalne, 
yet  the  effe£l  doth  ftill  remaine,  leauing  fuch  a  flyme 
behinde,  as  defileth  both  body  and  foule  :  yet  not  a 
fewe  are  rocked  a  flecpe  in  this  brutifti  dcfire :   but  6 
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beaftly  and  finful  defire,  to  circumfcribe  a  mans  chiefeft 
good  within  the  compaffe  of  his  belly,  and  deftroy  all 
thofe  good  parts  that  inhabit  about  the  foule,  and  fuf- 
fer  the  bafeft  part  of  the  body  to  ouercome  the  fiue 
wits.  What  a  madnefle  is  this,  cuftome  getting  viflorie 
by  little  and  little,  preuaileth  fo  much  with  fome,  that 
they  become  remedileffe,  and  haue  not  only  the  mappe 
of  drunkenneffe  drawne  on  their  vifage  by  continuall 
vfe,  but  the  whole  man  polluted  with  the  eflential  pro- 
perties thereof.  Oh  how  odious  is  this  vice  to  God  and 
good  men  ?  and  how  dooth  it  putrifie  and  contami- 
nate body  and  foule,  and  yet  how  plentifully  doth  it 
raigne  in  mod  places  without  fuppreffion  ?  for  now  all 
good  fellowfliip  is  in  drinking,  and  hee  is  a  flincher 
that  will  not  take  his  licour,  and  be  drunke  for  com- 
panie. 

This    rifeth   from   fufferance   and    too    much   lenitie  : 
for  if  drunkenneffe   be   but   a   May-game,  and  hee  ac- 
counted no  good  fellow  vnleffe  hee   be  a   perfedl  drun- 
kard, no  maruell  if  it  be  fo  much  praftifed.     But  the  fur-  Ale-houfes 
plufage  of  Ale-houfes,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  kept  by^hecaufeof 
vnconfcionable   and    irreligious    perfons,    who    make  no™^^^^™"" 
fcruple   to  open  their   doores   to  euerie   drunken   mate, 
is  no  fmall  meanes  to  multiply  a  fwarme  of  monfters  in 
the  Common-wealth. 

Is  it  not  lamentable  that  a  poore  man  who  hath 
nothing  to  keepe  his  charge  but  his  fore  labour,  fpen- 
deth  all  hee  can  rap  and  rend  in  drunkenneffe  and  ryo- 
ting,  and  his  wife  &  children  want  that  which  he  leaud- 
ly  wafleth,  and  where  is  the  caufe  but  in  fuch  bafe  min- 
ded people,  that  for  greedineffe  of  filthy  lucre  doo 
fuffer    them    to    drinke    out    theyr    eyes,    and    fweare 
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out  their  hearts  fo  they  may  gainc :  but  let  them  be  af- 
fured  that  hell  mouth  gapes  to  fwallow  vp  fuch  greedie 
accurfed  monfters,  vnleffe  they  turne  with  fpeedie  re- 
pentance. 

It  is  now  growne  an  exercife  and  a  game  of  aftiui- 
tie,  to  fwill  and  quafle  much,  and  he  that  drinketh  mod 
winneth  the  prize,  whereof  hee  is  as  proud,  as  if  he  had 
carried  an  oxe  with  Milo  at  the  Olympian  games. 
And  by  your  leaue,  drunkenneffe  is  too  groffe  a  tcrme, 
and  deferueth  the  ftabbe.  For  although  all  thofe  fine 
termes  and  prittie  Epithites,  which  are  giuen  to  that 
fmne,  import  as  much,  yet  (forfoothe)  it  muft  be  coue- 
red  with  many  fportiue  denominations ;  otherwife  you 
(hall  incurre  no  fmall  difpleafure,  and  bring  your  felfe 
into  a  drunken  danger.  But  let  them  blinde  it  fo  long  as 
they  can  with  neuer  fo  many  faire  attributes,  yet  fobrie- 
tie  and  reafon  will  vnmaske  and  lay  them  open,  to  their 
vtter  obliquie :  and  though  they  frame  this  naked  ex- 
cufe,  which  they  alledge  as  a  poore  (hift  to  faue  theyr 
credit,  that  they  are  not  drunke  fo  long  as  they  knowe 
what  they  doo,  can  goe,  (land,  hold  their  firft  man,  and 
keepe  a  iuft  reckening  of  their  pottes.  But  he  that  drin- 
keth more  then  will  content  the  want  of  nature,  and 
falleth  into  the  exceflfe,  though  his  braine  be  fo  well  fet- 
led  as  he  is  not  by  and  by  bereft  of  reafon,  yet  he  defer- 
ueth no  other  epithite  then  a  bowfie  beadly  drun- 
kard. 

And  when  by  coaction  one  (hall  be  vrged  either 
being  not  a  thirft,  or  his  appetite  not  mouing,  the  one 
oflfendeth  in  offering,  the  other  in  taking:  and  hence  it 
is  fo  great  ftrife  and  quarelling  arifeth,  and  fo  many 
frayes  and  field-meetings  growe. 

Drinking 


U4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vertues  Cojutnon-wsalth, 

Drinking  one  to  an   other   (according  as   I   conceiue) 
is  no  other  but  a  participation  of  loue,  and  a  kinde  com-  The  vfe  of 
munication,  as  when  a  man  faith,  Syr,  I  drinke  to  you  drinking  one 
with  all  my  heart  this  cup  of  wine ;  being  as  much  as  if  ° 
he  fliould  fay,  all  the  (Irength  and  good  this  wine  fhall 
minifter  to  my  body,  I  am  readie  to  fpend  it  in  your  fer- 
uice,   which   being  gratefully  requited    by  the   other,   is 
full  of  humanitie. 

Many  noyfome  detrafting  euils    lye   hid    in   the   bo-  The  often 
fome   of   a    drunkard,   which    breaketh   out   vpon  euery  ^^^^^^  ** 
occafion,  in  fo  much  as  he  can  neuer  be  at  peace,  but  ^j^^^j^JJ^  ^ 
one  torment  fucceedeth  an  other ;  which  as  eating  vul-  modeftie. 
cers  or  fores,  byte  and   gnawe   continually,  neuer  fuffe-  Some  are  ne- 
ring  body  or  mind  to  haue  one  houres  refpite  for  intol-  '*?"  ^^^  ^*' 

1       ut  •/!-  whentheyr 

lerablc  anguifh.  nofe'isinthe 

The  body  I  fay,  is  fubieft  to  fo  much  peftilence  and  pot,  and  fo  are 
rottenneffe,  as  cannot  in  fewe  words  be  expreffed,   the  °^^*^  drunke 
face  blowte,  puft  vp,  and  ftuft  with  the  flockes  of  ftrong  ^^  ^^^^^^"^ 
beere :  the  nofe  fo  fet  out  with  pearles  &  diamonds,  that 
by  the  reflefting  beames  which  they  call  fro  fo  glorious 
antiquitie,  the  bye-ftanders  may  fee  to  walk  as  by  a  ligh- 
ted tapor :  and  the  whole  body  fo  impaired  and  ihaken  Thus  doth 
with  goutes,  fciaticaes,  panges,  palfies,  apo[p]lexies,  &c.  God  purfae 
that  for  the   moft  part  lye  vnder  the   Phifitions  hand :  IJ^JJJ^J;^ 
who  though  they  liue,  yet  fuch  life  is  a  liuing  death,  for  fome  the  gal- 
Medke  viuere  eft  miferi  viuere.    And  being  thus  furfetted  lows  knits  vp, 
liue  difconfolate,  and  haften  their  owne  deftruftion    by  ^^^  ^"^^  ^^' 
calling  themfelues  headlong  into  the    bottome   of   end- ^^^^^^^  \c. 
lefle  wretchedneffe.      For  the  excellencie  of  reafon   be- 
ing thruft  forth  of  her  cabbin   by  wine>wa(hing  excefie, 
they  incidently  fall  into  woe  and  miferie. 

Lot  being  drunke,  committed  inceft  with"  his  daugh- 
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ters.  Noah  was  mocked  of  his  fonnes.  Holoferius  had  his 
head  cut  off  by  a  poore  woman  :  for  it  is  an  eafie  thing 
for  the  diuel  to  accomplifh  his  will,  if  the  mind  be  bent 
to  furfetting.  For  this  is  that  poyfoned  fountaine  out  of 
which  floweth  fo  many  maladies,  greeuous  &  long  dif- 
eafes,  impoftumations,  inflamations,  obftru6lions,  ven- 
tofities,  and  what  not,  whereby  the  mildneffe  of  nature 
is  difturbed. 

And  therefore  one  of  the  Sages  being  asked  why  he 
refufed  a  cup  of  wine  when  it  was  offered  him,  becaufe 
(quoth  hee)  I  take  it  to  be  poyfon  :  for  this  other  day 
when  I  was  inuited  to  a  Feaft,  I  fawe  that  euerie  one 
that  drunke  of  it,  foone  after  decayed,  both  in  minde 
and  bodie,  hauing  loft  both  reafon  and  vfe  of  theyr 
Hmbes  :  and  as  the  Poet  faith,  Vino  forma  perit,  vino  cor- 
rumpitur  atas. 

But  thefe  ftraunge  euents  happen  not  fimply  in  re- 
fpefl  of  the  wine  it  felfe,  being  in  it[s]  owne  nature  good, 
(for  if  it  be  moderately  taken  it  comforteth  the  bodie^ 
and  cherifheth  the  minde,  ftrengtheneth  the  flnewes, 
and  helpeth  the  eyos :  and  that  was  the  caufe  Saint  Paul 
counfelled  Tymothie  to  drinke  a  little  Wine)  but  only 
and  altogether  in  the  intemperate  and  immeafurable  v- 
fage. 

So  is  it  likewife  in  meates,  when  one  doth  gurman- 
dize  and  feede  vpon  diuerfitie  and  difguifed  difties  of 
manifolde  operations.  Many  accidents  arife  and  dif- 
eafes  growe,  and  this  by  reafon  of  the  contrarietie 
of  different  natures  of  thofe  meates,  and  in  the  fu- 
perfiuitie  and  aboundance  as  the  prouerbe  faith,  much 
meate  much  maladie :  whereas  in  fimple  and  vniforme 
kindes,     delight     neuer     exceedes    the    appetite :      and 
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he  that  feedeth  but  of  one  di(h,  liueth  longer,  and  is 
more  healthfull  then  thofe  accidentall  dieters  &  quea- 
fie  ftomackes  that  glutte  themfelues  with  euerie  kinde 
artificially  compounded,  fometime  of  eafie  digeftion, 
then  of  harde  digeftion,  that  many  times  before  one 
can  be  concofted,  the  other  putrifieth  in  the  ftomacke, 
and  this  is  verie  familiar  in  common  knowledge,  that 
the  ploughman  that  Hues  by  curdes,  bread  and  cheefe, 
and  fuch  homely  fare,  workes  harde  all  the  day,  and 
lyeth  vneafie  at  night,  is  more  founder,  healthful- 
ler,  and  more  free  of  malladies  then  thofe  fine,  nice, 
and  curious  dyeters. 

Now  when  the  bodie  is  thus  mifdieted  by  furfet- 
ting  and  drunkenneffe,  it  is  not  only  fubieft  to  difea- 
fes,  and  afflifted  with  torments  and  incurable  laments, 
whereby  it  becommeth  vnweildie  &  vnfit  for  any  vertu- 
ous  exercife,  but  alfo  draweth  the  horror  and  iudge- 
ments  of  God  vppon  both  bodie  and  foule.  How 
ought  men  therefore  to  liue  foberly  and  chaftely,  and 
ftoppe  the  abufe  of  fuch  abhominable  Epicurifme  : 
and  as  wife  Cato  faieth,  Eate  to  liue,  and  not  liue  to 
eate,  like  the  Epicure,  that  putteth  all  his  felicitie  in  Bac- 
chus his  belly-cheare. 

By  this  tie  quicke  conceit  of  the  fpirit  is  dulled  and 
made  impregnable,  the  glorious  fun-fhine  of  Vertue 
eclipfed,  and  all  good  motions  quite  extinguiflied,  that 
a  man  cannot  be  faide  to  be  a  man,  but  the  trunke  or 
carkaffe  of  a  man,  wherein  an  infernall  fpirit  in  ftead 
of  a  foule  doth  inhabite. 

Heereby  hee  becommeth  rafh-headed  and  vnad- 
uifed,  dooing  that  in  hafte,  whereof  he  repenteth  at 
leifure 
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As  Alexander^  who  in  his  drunken  neffe  would  fley 
his  dearefl  friends,  and  being  fober,  would  be  readie  to 
kill  himfelfe  for  anger  :  and  all  thofe  noble  vertues  and 
princely  qualities  wherewith  he  was  endured,  were  all 
defaced  by  the  intoUerable  delight  he  had  in  drinking. 
The  famous  Citie  Perfepolis  in  a  drunken  humour  was 
burnt  to  afhes,  which  was  no  fooner  deuifed  by  TJiayis 
the  harlot,  but  was  executed  with  great  celeritie :  but  re- 
couering  his  wits,  repented  his  folly :  for  with  this  fpirit 
is  a  drunken  man  alwaies  poiTeft  to  attempt  things  rafh- 
ly,  to  defpife  good  counfel,  to  vndertake  great  explojrts^ 
but  neuer  with  mature  deliberatio,  vnruly,  difobedient, 
and  violating  the  lawes  both  of  God  and  man  :  and  lad- 
ly,  with  the  foolifh  Troians  {sero  fapiunt  phriges)  be  wife 
when  it  is  too  late.  If  this  Hidra  infufe  her  venome  into 
the  tendemeffe  of  youth,  and  [be]  not  cruKhed  downe  when 
it  b^ins  to  peepe,  by  killing  the  ferpent  in  the  egge,  but 
fuffered  to  grow  ripe,  6  how  it  diftilleth  into  the  foul, 
and  pulles  downe  the  whole  frame  of  Vertue,  whereby 
he  is  caft  downe  headlong  from  a  high  promentarie,  in- 
to a  deep  vgly  dungeon ;  it  weakeneth  the  nature,  and 
maketh  them  fooles  and  meacockes,  and  fit  for  any  im- 
ployment 

And  therefore  the  Spartans  and  Lacedemonians 
at  their  great  feffa'uals,  would  fhewe  vnto  their  children 
drunke  men,  that  by  feeing  their  beaftlines  they  might 
ihun  the  like  praflife. 

It  was  a  great  Ihame  among  the  Athenians,  for  a 
young  man  to  haunt  tauernes  or  common  tap-houfes 
in  fo  much  as  on  a  time  when  a  youth  beeing  in  a  ta- 
ueme  and  feeing  Diogenes  come  towards  him,  (hifted 
into  an  other  roome  for  feare  he  (hould  fee  him.      Nay 
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quoth  he,  (lay  young  man,  the  more  you  goe  in  that 
way,  the  further  you  goe  into  the  Tauerne.  If  Diogenes 
or  Poletnan  lived  in  thefe  daies,  they  fliould  haue  worke 
inough  to  fweepe  youths  out  of  Tauernes  and  Ale-hou- 
fes,  being  now  traded  vp  in  it,  as  in  an  occupation. 

If  we  fee  a  man  often  frequent  the  Phifitions  houfe, 
we  by  and  by  fufpefl  his  health,  and  fuppofe  he  is  not 
well,  his  body  out  of  temper,  and  fome  infirmitie  bree- 
ding :  fo  when  we  behold  one  often  to  repaire  to  fuch 
places  of  ill  note,  we  may  cenfure  him,  and  fafely  con- 
clude his  wits  are  diftrafted  and  daungeroufly  infec- 
ted with  Opprobrium  medicorum, 

Neuertheleffe,  leaud  company  is  the  ouerthrow  of 
many  good  wits,  which  otherwife  be  ingenious,  and  of 
a  liuely  promptitude  to  Vertue^  getting  fuch  vices  in  an 
houre,  as  tarrieth  with  the  many  dayes :  for  bad  compa- 
ny is  as  a  ftench  about  a  man  that  annoyeth  the  fence. 
And  as  cleare  chriftall  water  is  corrupted  if  it  fall  into  a 
a  stinking  puddle,  fo  a  vertuous  minde  is  (lained  with 
the  leaud  vices  of  loofe  liuers  :  and  therfore  no  man  can 
be  freed  of  the  effeft,  till  he  (hun  the  caufe :  for  conuer- 
fmg  with  naughtie  people,  the  good  difpofition  is  foo- 
ner  infefted  with  their  euill  maners,  then  the  bad  refor- 
med with  with  their  good  conditions.  For  as  by  a  contagi- 
ous ayre  the  foundeft  bodies  are  fooneft  infefled,  fo  the 
tender  and  greene  capacitie  is  foone  violently  carried 
away  into  all  voluptuoufneffe.  For  as  it  is  impoffible  to 
holde  the  hand  in  the  fire,  and  not  be  burnt,  fo  can  hec 
not  holde  fellowfhip  with  bad  companie,  but  hee  muft 
needs  be  the  worfe. 

Euery  creature  keepeth  a  due  courfe  and  order : 
the   Sunne    like    a    ramping    Lyon,    runneth   about   the 
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world  with  a  fwift  reuolution :  the  Moone  knoweth 
her  fitting  downe  and  rifmg  vp :  the  Pleiades  keepe  their 
ftations  :  the  Starres  goe  their  circuit :  the  earth,  the  fea, 
and  euerie  creature  keepe  theyr  time,  onely  man  is 
out  of  frame  and  temper  too,  and  euerie  part  difioyn- 
ted,  the  naturall  impediment  is  the  verie  bane  and 
putrifaflion  of  the  foule.  Oh  how  hard  is  it  then  to 
pull  out  thofe  weedes  within,  which  like  rebels  hold 
a  continuall  warre  againft  all  good  motions :  a  grea- 
ter vidlorie  is  it  therefore  to  ouercome  a  mans  owne 
felfe,  then  to  conquere  a  citie :  for  he  that  vanquifheth 
an  enemie,  maftereth  but  flefh  and  bloud,  but  hee  that 
can  humble  his  pride  and  rule  his  paflions,  ouercom- 
meth  the  diuell :  the  one  is  but  the  fonne  of  man,  the 
other  the  fonne  of  God. 

Dauid  could  cut  off  the  head  of  Goliah^  yet  was  not 
able  to  tame  his  owne  affeflions. 

Samp/on  could  flaie  the  Philiftines  with  a  iaw-bone, 
and  yet  was  made  a  flaue  to  Dalilath. 

In  like  manner  the  Poets  afcribe  to  Hercules  many 
incredulous  labors,  as  in  killing  the  fnake  of  Ltama^  mai- 
ftering  the  wilde  bull  of  Aramanthus,  clenflng  Dotnedes 
ftables,  killing  the  Centaures,  and  fuch  toilfome  works, 
that  his  taske-miftreffe  luno  was  faine  to  crie  out,  Defef- 
fa  fum  iubendo^  and  yet  for  all  this  was  conquered  by 
luft,  and  made  fpinne  on  a  rocke  by  Omphila^  witfi 
womens  garments. 

So  by  this  we  may  fee,  that  it  is  more  diffi- 
cill  to  quench  the  raging  luft  of  concupifcence,  and 
chafe  away  the .  corruption  of  nature,  then  to  do  thefe 
wonderfull  labours.  Which  thing  Cicero  in  his  Ora- 
tion  Pro   Marcello    dooth    well    remember,   fpeaking    to 
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the  Emperour :  O  Cafar  (faith  hee)  thou  haft  fubdued 
kingdomes,  fubie£led  nations,  tamed  the  Barbarians, 
and  brought  them  vnder  the  Romaine  yoake,  and  by 
thy  matchlelTe  and  heroicall  fpirit,  haft  made  the  Ca- 
pitol! ring  of  thy  glorious  triumphes :  yet  notwithftan- 
ding,  to  beate  downe  ambition,  to  bridle  furie,  to  tem- 
per iuftice  with  mercie,  to  be  humble  in  maieftie,  and 
conquer  the  vnruly  paflion  of  the  minde,  hee  that  can 
do  this,  Non  ego  eum  cum  fummis  viris  comparo^  fed  fimilli' 
mum  deo  iudico.  I  do  not  onely  compare  him  with  the 
beft  men,  but  I  thinke  him  rather  a  God. 

By  this  it  is  manifeft,  that  this  AnnarcAie,  this  rebel- 
lion that  is  in  nature,  cannot  fo  eaiily  bee  bridled  and 
kept  from  rufhing  into  diforder,  but  by  execution  of 
lawes  :  and  to  this  ende  is  the  Magiftrate  fet  vp,  and  the 
fword  of  Iuftice  held  out,  to  tame  the  vnrulinefle  of  na- 
ture. 

Now  therefore  the  whole  felidtie  of  man  ftan- 
deth  in  temperance,  and  in  quelling  thofe  boyling 
lufts  that  fet  themfelues  againft  the  nobleneffe  of  Ver- 
tue, 

Epiiletus  giueth  two  rules,  to  beare,  and  forbeare ;  by 
the  firft,  patiently  to  beare  aduerfitie,  and  the  bittemeffe 
of  Fortune  :  by  the  fecond  to  flye  concupifcence,  and 
abftaine  from  the  will  of  the  flefh  ;  and  thefe  are  the  two 
pathes  leading  to  Vertue.  To  conclude,  there  is  no  true 
ioy  without  Vertue,  this  is  perfeft  honour  &  true  nobili- 
tie  :  (he  ofTereth  her  felf  freely  to  euery  man,  (he  denieth 
none,  but  is  open  and  ready  to  all  that  will  feeke  her,  and 
doth  neither  require  houfe,  land,  or  worldly  wealth, 
but  is  content  with  a  poore  naked  man  :  and  there- 
fore feeing  that  all  is  vaine  without  her,  it  is  a  (hame 
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to  defire  glory  by  riches  or  birth,  and  not  rather  deferue 
it  by  his  owne  vertue.  For  he  that  is  therewith  poffeft,  is 
famous  in  earth,  glorious  in  the  graue,  and  immortall  in 
heauen,  according  to  the  Poet: 

Omnia  rofcidulce  quacunq  ;  fub  orbe  Diana 
Vivunt,  funt  fatis  interitura  fuis 
Virtus  fo la,  mori  diuorum  munere  nefcit, 
Cumq  ;  fuis  mu/a  vatibus  vfque  maneftt 

All  things  that  vnder  Dians  fphere  doth  liue, 

or  draweth  breath, 
To  fatall  chaunge  are  fubie£);  fure, 

and  vnto  a  greifly  death  : 
But  Verttie  onely  with  the  gods  remaines 

immortall  aye, 
Where  her  religious  followers 

do  liue  in  happie  ftaye. 

By  Vertue  the  famous  Camilliy  Fabij\  &  Sdpiones,  are 
mounted  vp  aboue  all  earthly  weaknefle,  &  a  memorie 
of  their  noble  vertues  comeded  to  pofteritie.  For  there 
is  nothing  in  this  world  of  fo  great  price,  and  which 
caufeth  more  to  augment,  then  the  trade  of  good  man- 
ners. For  by  this  meanes,  not  onely  fathers  of  families 
haue  taken  a  domefticke  forme  of  regiment  in  theyr 
houfes,  by  good  order  keeping,  but  alfo  Kingdomes, 
Common-wealthes,  and  publique  affaires,  doo  hereby 
flourifh,  and  are  happily  maintained.  And  for  this  caufe 
I  haue  willingly  aduentured  to  moue  and  ftirre  the 
mind  therevnto,  and  that  with  a  zealous  affeftion.  And 
although  I  haue  taken  vpon  mee  a  thing  very  vnfit  for 
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my  rude  and  fmall  vnderftanding,  yet  I  doubt  not  but 
the  honeft  and  vertuous  will  gratifie  and  approue  this 
my  fimple  endeuour:  efpecially  becaufe  they  more 
efteeme  the  precioufnefle  of  Vertue^  then  the  pompious 
glorie  of  Vice :  wherein  they  obferue  the  counfell  of  the 
wife  Heathen,  who  wifheth  that  no  man  (hould  defpife 
the  fimple  labor  of  an  other  man,  efpecially  if  he  fpeake 
good  words,  and  giue  no  offence  to  the  weake.  And 
this  was  Platoes  diuine  inftitution  amongft  many  other 
foueraigne  decrees,  that  it  is  needfuU  in  euery  Com- 
mon-wealth to  prefcribe  and  giue  order  that  it  be  not 
permitted  to  any  man  to  publilh  any  thing  hee  hath 
compofed,  except  it  be  firft  perufed  and  allowed  by  in- 
different ludges  therevnto  affigned.  If  this  iniunftion 
were  duly  obferued,  fo  many  leaud  bookes,  vaine  pam- 
phlets, and  fcurrillous  ditties  would  not  fo  eafily  paffe, 
neither  would  idle  wits  bend  themfelues  to  write.  For 
now  through  the  abundance  of  naughtie  bookes  wee 
are  greatly  endamaged,  for  by  learning  the  found  doc- 
trine of  good  men,  the  bafeft  and  blindeft  manner  of 
writers  is  moft-what  approued.  From  this/fpring  or 
fountaine  is  rifen  this  mortall  and  monftrous  infe6lion 
before  noted. 

Neither  is  this  all,  for  there  is  a  naturall  rebellion, 
which  like  a  fore  runneth  ouer  the  whole  body :  fo  that 
if  the  ground  of  the  heart  be  not  fallowed  and  plough- 
ed vp,  and  good  feede  fowne  therein,  the  happineffe 
and  felicitie  of  man  is  choked  with  weedes  and  poyfo- 
ned  with  Hemplocke :  iniquitie  hath  gotten  the  vpper 
hand  fo  farre,  that  if  we  looke  into  the  monftroufneffe 
of  finne  in  this  age,  we  may  fee  euery  abhomination 
fport  it  felfe,  as  though  there  were  no  God.    Drunken- 

V  3  neffe 
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neffe  is  good-fellowfhip.  Whoredome  and  adulterie 
youthful!  prankes.  Swearing,  the  fire  of  manhood  :  Hy- 
pocrifie,  deceit  and  coufonage,  a  common  praflife.  In 
a  word,  there  be  too  many  whores,  too  many  knaues, 
too  many  brothel-houfes,  too  little  labour,  too  much 
hate,  too  little  deuotion,  and  too  much  hard-hearted 
Chriftianitie.  But  I  fpeake  not  this  to  derogate  ought 
from  the  diligence  of  any.  Neuertheleffe,  it  were  to  be 
wifhed,  that  more  care  were  had  to  execute  luftice  on 
fuch  grieuous  malefaflors.  If  I  haue  done  well  to  note 
what  is  amiffe,  thou  flialt  doo  much  better  to  mend  the 
abufe. 

Or  if  it  be  ill  attd  of  little  worth, 

If  thou  canjl  do  better,  Iprayfet  it  forth. 

Finally,  the  confideration  of  thefe  abufes  before  na- 
med, ought  to  ftirre  vp  both  fuperiour  magiftrates,  and 
inferiour  officers,  to  aduance  Vertue,  and  reforme  Vice : 
becaufe  as  the  one  begetteth  mod  heauenly  things  in 
this  earthly  world :  fo  is  the  other  the  ouerthrowe  of  all 
happineffe,  both  here  and  in  the  life  to  come.  The  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  word  therefore  is  not  exempt  from  this  la- 
bour, for  as  he  is  the  Phifition  of  the  foule,  fo  is  hee  to 
watch  ouer  the  ficke  patient :  not  fo  much  to  attendere 
fatnoe  &  corpori,  as  to  negligere  falutem  ecclefie,  to  be  olde  in 
yeares,  and  young  in  knowledge :  to  couet  to  be  rich  in 
purfe,  and  poore  in  charitie :  to  purchafe  pleafures,  build 
great  houfes,  and  fhewe  no  fruites  by  the  fequell  and 
euent  that  they  worthily  enioy  their  dignities :  as  many 
do  in  this  age  that  ftand  in  a  fpiritual  place,  are  notwith- 
ftanding    meere   temporall    men,    and    fo  rooted  in  the 

flefh. 
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flefti,  as  they  yeeld  no  fruites  at  all  of  the  fpirit :  but  they 
ought  for  care,   confcience,  and   in  a   godly  zeale,  hol- 
ding facred  places,   to  labour   eameftly   and    officioufly, 
to  fuppreffe   thofe  horrible  euils  that  are  fo  vfuall  and 
commonly  praflifed ;    that    by  this,  finne   and    wicked- 
nefle  may  be  abolifhed,  the  true  feruice  of  God 
maintained,  to  his  owne  glory,  the  good  of 
his  Church,  and  the  happy  and  peace- 
able gouernment  of  this  hono- 
rable Citie. 

FINIS, 


The  fiiults  efcaped  in  the  printing,  1  pray  thee  friendly  Reader  corre<5l 
with  thy  pen  :  for  by  reafon  of  fome  earned  bufineffe^  I  bane  not  fo  nar- 
rowly looked  to  them  as  I  would  haue  done. 
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Page  3,  EpiAle-dedicatoiy  to  "the  right  Honour  Me  Robert  Lee,  Lord  Maior  of 
the  honourable  Citie  of  London  " — long  since  passed  into  undis- 
turbed oblivion,  albeit  I  have  chanced  upon  his  name  in  other 
dedications.  He  was  Lord  Mayor  when  James  I.  came  to  the 
throne^  and  was  knighted  by  him  at  the  Charter  House  llth 
May,  1603.  In  Some  Account  of  the  Cidum  of  London  and 
their  Rulers,  by  B.  B.  Orridge  (London,  1S67),  to  his  name  in 
the  list  of  Lord  Mayors  he  appends  the  following  note : 

"From  Bridgnorth,  Alderman  of  Dowgate.  Being  Lord 
Mayor  when  James  I.  was  invited  to  come  and  take  the  crown 
of  England,  he  subscribed  in  the  first  place  before  all  the  great 
officers  of  state  and  all  the  nobility,  being  said  to  be  upon  the 
death  of  the  King  [sovereign]  the  prime  person  of  England." 
In  Stow's  list  of  Lord  Mayors  he  is  called  "  son  of  Humphrey 
Lee  of  Bridgnorth,  in  Shropshire.'*    Death-date  unknown. 

, ,    4,  **  Alexander  refufed  not  a  cup  ofcolde  water, "  Ac.  John  Davies  of  Here- 
ford, in  his  Pafet^s  Complaint,  makes  game  of  this  thread- 
bare anecdote  as  introduced  into  Epistles-dedicatory: 
'*  The  poore  man's  prefent  to  the  Emperor ; 
O  that  in  'Fifties  keepes  a  (linking  fturre,"  &c. 

{Scourge  of  Folly,  &c,  p.  78,  col.  a,  IL  407-S.) 

»>  5i  !•  3»  "Ajw^^terwww'"— misprinted  without  a  hyphen;  L  li,  **meane** 
=  mediunL 

„  8^  L  19,  ''plotting**^  planning— as  a  garden-plot,  &c;  L  22,  ''eautelous** 
=  cautious ;  L  25,  "had  I  wifl " —  a  frequent  phrase^in  Nicholas 
Breton. 

„    10^  L  2,  "</^<?«fi>[5f''=  discordant  5  1.  6,  *'  eftfoones  ^^  immediately. 

„    12,  L  2,  "  braues  "=  bravadoes ;  L  12,  "  to "  left  by  mistake  before  '  tome^ ' 

„  14,  L  21,  "fwafhbuchlers*" ^  swaggering  ruffians  ;  1.  27,  "arrogant^* » 
arrogate. 

„  15,  L  21,  "will Carrie  coales^—a  proverbial  phrase  for  the  mean  spirited 
ready  to  do  the  basest  tasks. 

„  17,  L  7,  "furround**=  mcXost,  with  assault  implied;  L  II,  "Caucqffus 
too  colde*"  =  " the  frosty  Caucasus  "  {Richard  IL,  act  i,  sc  3); 
1.  17,  "<^/iVa/;£r''» dainties;  ib,,  " needments^ ^itiKXsa;axit&*, 
1.  19,  "/W^''^ stopped;  1.  22,  "m/«o/"« treat.  Sop.  103, 
1.  9 — every  occurrence  of  'in'  thus,  will  be  noted  by  the 
Shakespearean  student ;  L  5  (from  bottom),  "  Temporance**^ 
sic,  but  probably  inadvertently  so  spelled ;  I.  2  (from  bottom), 
"congltUinate" — a  noticeable  verb  thus  early. 
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Page  18, 1.  9,  **morf  better^— Utit  double  comparative  is  frequent  in  Vertuis 

Commomuealth ;  I.  15,  ''iV,"  a  misprint  for  'in.' 
„    19,  1.  \o,yjhewen''='  showers— so  elsewhere;  1. 19,  ''Mffial''=  difficult; 

1.  25,  "yf^imiM/'*=s  loadstone. 
„    21,  1.  5,  *'th€rt'*  isamisprint for  'these';  1. 17,  ^^ddrtMonV^ avoidance, 

non-foUowing  ? 
»    33,  1.  5,  **trace*^^  Uead,  follow  in  the  footsteps. 

,,    25,  1. 4,  ^'infran^^^ unbreakable?  1.  iS,  "jn^^"=avaricioi]s,giaspmg. 
,,    27,  I.  9,  ^^clawde^^  favour  sought  hnmiliatingly. 
„    28,  1.  10  (from  bottom),  ^^pedtgratU^^^z.  new  word  to  me,  not  met  with 

elsewhere. 
M    29,1.  16,  ".>jA^^iK^luA<wf  "=  splendid  ;  I.  21,  ^' trencker-flUs*^ ^\asaiXxx^ 

of  the  table  as  flies  the  trencher ;  f^.,  "  dawbaekes  "=  flatterers ; 

1.  24t  ^*/trmngmeH''-^Q,t  p.  137  onward;  1.  28,  ^^itntibU^— 

cf.  p.  120, 1.  22. 
i»    30»  I.  I3f  '*ccpoAs''—sic^  and  so  p.  48^  1.  24 ;  L  25,  ''fauwUUs'*^  five 


ft    3if  !•  I5>  place  ;  after  'fiiultes.' 

fi    34f  1«  II  (from  bottom),  ''rehibiUd*'^  re-habilitated? 

M    3Si  1*  ^  "ArA'm?"— noticeable  verb  »  make  extinct,  root  out. 

»i    361  1.  6.  '*»«j^"— J»f, but qu.—* waste'?  1. 6 (from bottom),  ''/annimony'' 

s  holiness. 
t>    37. 1.  Ill  "<^arrtt/"=  discarded;  1.  10 (from  bottom),  *' impoHabie'' =^ 

intolerable,  insupportable  ;    1.  4  (from  bottom),  "  As  Pder 

wUUth,''  &c.    See  i  Peter  v,  7. 
„    39,  11.  20-1,  **  Omnia  mea  nueum  porto^ — a  legend  found  under  old 

Emblems  as  of  the  tortoise.     Robert  Chester,  in  his  Lovis 

Martyr  (1601),  introduces  it  as  amply  'Mea  mecum  porta' 
I.    43f  1.  5.  "^^ww"=  alchemise;    1.    12,    "i««;fi*/*'==  wait ;    1.   16, 

*'terrefliair^  terrestrial. 
„    44, 1.  22,  ">v«r  <mdy  goods'^ —  this  use  of  'only'  the  Shakespearean 

student  will  also  note;   1.  7  (from  bottom),  *^vniraded^= 

untrodden. 
,,    46,  L  18,  '*mine"=  mind,  and  so  Jrepienier  contemporaneously  and  later 

— cf.  my  edition  of  Dean  Donne ;  1.  3  (from  bottom),  "  impedi' 

mint^*=:  obstruction. 
„    49,  L  21,  "3feffw/i/?"=5 soldier,  foUower  of  Mars;  L  28,  •'prejutents" 

s=  precedents. 
„    50,  IL  3^4,  *'n€uer  illuminated  with  diuine  mcy/ture*^ — the  reference  (I 

suppose)  is  to  the  '  spittle '  of  our  Lord,  used  to  '  anoint '  the 

eyes  of  the  blind,  cf.  St,  ^kn  iz,  6 ;  1.  5  (from  bottom^  for 

'VA^"read  'to  sobrietie.' 
„    52,  L  19,  **/uppo/e  to  he "—  j/V,  but  qu.  '  Supposed '  ? 
„    54,  1.  8,  ^' deaurati'^  —  gild  or  decorate  with  gold. 
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Page 55,  L  17,  "Ai«//"=boU,  arrow;  1.  6  (from  bottom),  ''Jlfting^^sk^  but 
qu.  'shiftiiig'? 

„  56,1.  10,  *' rau^H**  —  prey  upon;  I.  25,  **/i^W>**=  pilfering,  thievish 
habits. 

f.  58,  L  3,  "^kw^-i/^^naughty,  wicked;  1.  12,  "/5wftife&»/"=fraudulcnt ; 
II.  18-19,  **iui  in  no  cafe^^  &c.  — like  the  double  comparative 
the  double  n^ative  is  not  infrequent  in  Vertti^s  Camm<mwealtk\ 
1.  25,  "iS«>ii^-i^>fa»''=tenter-hooks-^a  'tenter'  is  a  machine 
for  stretching  doth. 

f>    59»  L  I4»  "A^^A'^i^''^  polling;  L  26,  **ttw£to"=  weights. 

„  61.  L  5,  ">^fta&"=inconstant;  1. 15,  *<^^A^*'=shoe  tie,  as  representative 
of  the  'shoe,'  albeit  a  mis-translation;  1.  6  (from  bottom), 
"^W/"— usually=kiln,  but  not  so  here. 

„  62, 1.  6,  **lu/ki^  "=lary,  lubberly ;  L  10,  "^>/ib*^"=avaricioasness  5 
L  27,  "particulars^^ — w,  but  qu.  'particular*? 

ft    63.  L  7>  '*/*'=  aye ;  L  10  (fit>m  bottom),  "  a  light'' ^  a-light 

„  64,  L  6,  ">i^"  =  ftisty;  L  18,  *' Copweb-lawne.**  C£  p.  30,  L  13; 
L  4  (from  bottom),  " i^^ mi/ "» launch  out;  and  so  p.  69, 
L  II,  p.  88, 1.  24. 

,  65,  L  2,  "ww/fl^A^^agreeth;  L  10,  '*Jkun  /A^  yJW  =  duel-challenge 
term?  L  17,  "/?f/JwM/lw»"  =  rubbing? 

„    66,  L  II  (from  bottom),  "ftrotU''^  strut. 

„  67,  L  6,  " bejtawe poort  maidens  in  marriage''  —  old  English  wills  often 
make  this  provision,  e^,,  see  The  Tawnley  MSS.<,  Expenditure, 
&C.,  as  edited  by  me ;  L  9  (from  bottom),  "  magnanimums" 
a  'Yplmdiiiums,"  p.  29,  L  16;  1.  8  (from  bottom),  "</?- 
Jbones  "&=  immediately. 

ft    ^»  L  9ff  "vnaduaneii"^  apparently  a  misprint 

„  70^  1.  10,  *' acptite"  =  teqjxite ;  L  4  (from  bottom),  **  imploymens,"  sic, 
but  =  employments. 

„  71,  L  16,  **g^t,"  misprint  for  'yet*;  1.  20^  *' nichhammu" — unknown 
to  me ;  1,  24,  "partie"=  person  —  to  be  noted. 

„  72,  L  1,  "vancancie" — misprint  for  vacande ;  1.  11,  "^gmaticall"  — 
base  fellow,  branded,  &c.;  1,  16,  "^m^^  **=  flame,  as  else- 
where. 

If    73.  L  9.  "timeht"=  tried,  tested. 

»,    74.1-5.  "^»«fi***=gay. 

f>  75.  !•  14.  "-fi//»"  =  highest  note  in  the  scale  of  music;  I.  17,  ** drugs" 
—  is  misprinted  'dregs*  in  original;  1.  24,  "/«/f**=wishingi 
desire,  1./.,  listing. 

„  76, 1.  4,  ">OTOTfy?/j^**=  twisting.  C£  F,  Q.,  I,  iv,  14;  L  20,  "mimem- 
hrance  ** —  misprint  for  '  remembrance. ' 

«    77.  ^  9  (fron*  bottom),  "dight"=  deck,  adorn. 

„  78,  L  10,  "Adamant"^  loadstone,  as  before  ;  I  16,  '*  continent"  ^cotl- 
tainer,  holder;  1,  22,  ** ahillituents"  —  without  the  'h*  agree- 
ably to  still-continued  Cockney  pronunciation. 
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Page 79, 1,6,  "yfl««rww''=8avory;  L  II,  "f<wf««i/!ft/"— convened, summoned; 
L  18,  "  »fl<if  "  =  vanish — a  distinction  between  *fede'  and 
'▼ade*  b  noticeable  in  Elizabethan  and  Jacobean  litsrature ; 
IL  6*5  (from  bottom),  know  not  "  Tom  Drums^'*  nor  this  canine 
Latin,  &c 

„    80,  1.  7  (from  bottom),  " htrnpi/k "  =  lumpish? 

„    81,  1.  3  (from  bottom),  "  touckt**=^  tested,  tried. 

„  82,  1.  14,  *' loblogicke^'==^\vLhhtt-\ogkC',  ib,^  **iHtrinJuate*^=^vaincsAt,  So 
Shakespeare,  **  ifUrimicate  of  life  at  once."  (Anthony  and 
CUopatra,  act  v,  sc  2.) 

„    83,  L  13,  **grippU^*=  avaricious,  as  before. 

„    85,  1.  14,  **plunfted*'=^  pluralities. 

„    86,  1.  19,  ** plough-fores^*  =  plough-shares ;  but  what  is  the  meaning? 

„    89,  1.  12,  ** Scotch^'*  =  amerce  or  fine  or  spare  or  refrain. 

„    90,  1.  15,  "m0«f^xrJSx/if^'*=  momentary. 

y%    93»  !•  6,  **vnpareU**=^  unapparrell,  disrobe? 

M    95i  L  12,  "w/m-^^s  wince;  1,  24,  "incon/klhtt"=  not  confident 

„    96, 1.  10,  **pottf/mg**^  polling,  as  before. 

^,  97,  L  4,  **  AJfe-flrononurs^  —  an  intended  sarcastic  hit  at  the  Astrologers 
rather  than  '  Astronomers,'  as  we  understand  the  word.  Even 
Sir  Thomas  Browne  gravely  discusses  just  such  questions. 
L  9  (from  bottom),  **  EconomicaW*  ^  the  economy  of  the 
government,  &c  ;  1.  7  (from  bottom),  ** Archangels** — a 
common  error  still.     There  is  only  one  '  Archangel.* 

„    98,  1.  8,  ''dif plant**  =  uproot. 

»>  99»  !•  3»  **y2j«^"=  flames,  as  before;  L  16,  |"»«fti<:/)«rfl3/!f"=  vitupera- 
tive; L  17,  ^^plaugh** — a  misprint  evidently;  1.  27,  "^i«w- 
bajled^*  =  swollen  —  so  *  bombast  *  =  boastfrd  speech  ;  $S., 
^* flocks  "==  stuffing  (as  of  beds  or  mattresses). 

„    100, 1.  5  (from  bottom),  **preafe**^  press. 

„  102,  L  31,  **Scoggins  leafts** — a  book  still  known  and  sot  without  man- 
ners-painting stories. 

„  103,  1.  6,  ^^ blotted fo  much  paper** — a  few  years  onward  John  Davies  of 
Hereford  published  \)a&  Paper's  Complaint — a  stinging  satire 
on  the  literature  of  the  day. 

„    104,  L  10  (from  bottom),  "r0ii.^rMa^"===  agreeable. 

„  105,  1.  8  (from  bottom),  ** cankers  to  eate  off  the  tender  Imddes**—^ 
Shakespeare: 

"  loathsome  canker  lives  in  sweetest  buds  " 

(Sonnet  3S,  1.  4.) 
and 

"  canker  vice  the  sweetest  buds  doth  love  " 

(i^.,  70,  L  7.) 

„    106,  1.  12,  ^*  Zealous  affedions  of  the  Ephefians^—^/^  Acts  xix,  19. 

,,    107,  1.  II,  *^dorbellicair*=:  dorbellish,  very  clumsy  or  awkward. 

,,    108,  1.  13,  ^* tooting**  =  playing  (as  on  a  'horn'). 
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Page  III,  1.  9,  ** inhabitable^^  —  non-habitable,  un-inhabitable. 
„    113,  L  12,  "t>fAarfA/"=  in-hearted,  heartened. 
„    115,  1.  12  (Irom  bottom),  **blaxing^^—  blazoning. 
„    116,  L  12,  ** /(««/«?«*'=  elocution?  1.  13,  "ra/Zwi^''^  embracing. 
„    119,  L  6  (from  bottom),  ^*augrime'*^=^  arithmetic. 
„    120, 1.  18,  "  CflAj/frv/Ar"— note  the  spelling;  L  22,  *^UnHbU^'^  atten- 
tive or  ready  to  attend ;  L  23,  **audible^^=  ready  to  listen? 
„    122,  L   12,  ^^huckaranu   gentlemen*^ — so    the    'buckram    rogues*    of 

I  Henry  IV. 
„    124,  L  7,  ** pampered  lade^ — cf.  2  Henry  IV,,  ac  ii,  sc.  4,  ridiculing 

Marlowe. 
„    125,  L  8,  **don  SatAan"—9L  noticeable  title. 
„    126,  L  9,  *'/aluntie**=saJdety;   id,,  "/le/Jtj/*"^  lubberly,  lazy ;  1.  20, 

**lur'€Uunes  **=  sluggish,  &c. 
„    130^  L  2,  **poores"=  powers,  as  before,  and  so  p.  131,  L  5 ;  1.  6  (from 

bottom),  **Jkadamng a phi/namie^^ ^  taking  a  portrait? 
„    132,  L  16,  ^*JhacJUe**=  bow-legged— Scotice,  thin-hammed ;  1.  28,  "wm- 

^ar^"=:  effeminate  fellows — sop.  148,  L  22;  1.  31,  *^ inferred" 

=  consequent  ? 
M    I33f  L  IS»  "*»«»»"=  torch,  flambeau. 
»    I35»  last  line,  •V«i/5'"=  seize. 

„    138, 1.  6,  "7>A?/w"=  gallows;  L  23,  "/rwiw "=  painstaking. 
„    140,  L  8,  **more** — sic,  but  qu.  *mire*? 
,,    142,  L  4,  '*/fv/fxr>ttJ*'=  prolix — so  '  splendidious '  and  'magnaniniious,* 

as  before ;  1.  21,  '* great snuffe^*=  offence  —  but  an  odd  phrase. 
„    143,  L  14,  ^^Jlineher^*^  shrinker. 
„    144,  1.  2  (from  bottom),  *^ fidd-meetings^  —  duels? 
„    145,  1.   18,   "*A«o&"=  bloat;    L   3  (from    bottom),    'Uncidentiy'' = 

incidentally. 
„    146,  L  7,  **ventofities*^=^  swellings  (as  from  colic) ? 
„    147,  1.  lo^  ^*vnea/ie*^ — not  on  beds  of  down,  &c.,  but  roughly  and  hardly; 

L  25,  **fm/n^Ma^//''=:  assailable. 
„    149,  L  lo,  "«if>r^"=  judge. 
„    150,  1.  21,  "x>ffrA/«/<^Mx"=  incredible;   1.  26,  " riprife^ "=  spinning-wheel 

or  distafil 
„    152,  1.  14,  misprinted  *ayre'  in  original;  L  21,  '* reym'remeni"  ==  govern- 

menL 
f»    >53f  !•  4»  "pompiouj** — see  on  p.  142,  1.  4;  1.  6  (from  bottom),  *wilh* 

is  misprinted   'hith*  in  the  original;    1.  5   (from  bottom), 

"  Hemplocke,^'  sic  =  hemlock. 
..    155.  1-  3»  "e^fcwie^"==  kindly. 

A.  B.  G. 
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XVIII.  HENRY  CROSSE. 

Page  4,  and  relative  note.    The  odebrated  'cap  of  water'  will  be  found  in 
Annin,  Ep.  p.  140 1.  L  ;  and  see  Daipkantes^  p.  55. 

o     12, 1.  12,  note  —  ^to  tome^^  though  archaic,  seems  right  after  all. 

„    2Si  margin.  Hora  ad  ledum  »  Horatii  Epistola  ad  ledum. 

„    28, 1.  24,  ^pedegranL'    Qn.  podegrant,  gouty? 

»>     34»  I*  23  and  note»  ^rthihited*^  rather  =  adhibited. 

„    35,  margin  (i),  Aulus-bell,  read  ^Aulus  GU/[Mtf].' 

„    42,  L  9,  '  Ycoras'* — read  *  Icarus  J* 

••  44>  !•  7  (from  bottom),  ^vntraded.'  C£  p.  51,  i  2  (firom  bottom), 
'  traded  in  wd  doing.' 

>i  45»1*  I7»  *addsfytm' — read  *aditiim,'  but  it  were  endless  to  correct 
orthography  in  any  language  then. 

,,    46,  1.  18,  for  'mine*  understand  'mind,*  utfrtq, 

„  51,  L  19  and  note,  'fuppofe^—'mt  would  say  'suppose  hfanself.*  Cf. 
Phil.  L  16,  A.  Version. 

,,  61,  L  5  (from  foot).  'KiU:  Jamieson  (s.v.  Kyle)  gives  Icelandic  'I^U* 
aquse  ductus,  which  seems  to  be  very  much  the  meaning  here. 

„  63,  L  14,  'Needham  erqffe,*  Cf.  •*Come  home  by  weeping-cross '*  (p. 
77,  infra)  is  common,  and  Needkam*s  short  is  given  in  the 
dictionaries  from  Tusser ;  maigiui  'Fogge*  a  curious  antidpa- 
tion  of  Dickens'  nomenclature;  last  line,  a  proverb  to  be 
noted. 

„    65,  margin,  for  'fahm^  read  'ftUuis^* 

,f    68,  margin,  '  exHftgnaiions*  a  word  not  known  to  the  Editor. 

„  71,  L  10,  ^  Caio*  Ought  it  not  to  be  'MsopV  (Aristot.  Rhet  2,  20} ; 
1.  20^  '  nickhamniMe,*    Qxttry,  *  imkkomniu '  ? 

„    71,  margin,  * onfootbacke '»  walking ;  Scotice,  ' Shank's  naig.* 

i>    73>  !•  io»  ' gramnuUice,*  read  ^ grammatici* 

91  7^  L  3»  *^//f»v'— qu.  a-  'caetera?'  L  14,  'femiUs  erai*  read  'ssmiis 
arat*  (Ovid.  Pont.  I.,  4,  2);  1.  20,  'memen^ranee*  read 
'remembrance,* 

„    78,  margin,  'falle*  read  *falu.* 

„  79f  1*  6  (^rom  foot).  Tom  Drum*s  eniertainmeni.  See  Nares,f.f'.,  Drum. 
Vide  Stephen  Gosson  also  (Arber's  edn.,  p.  21-22),  "  Plato, 
when  he  sawe  the  doctrine  of  these  Teachers,  ndther  for 
profite  necessary,  nor  to  be  wished  for  pleasure,  gave  them 
all  Drumme's  entertainment,  nor  suffered  them  once  to  show 
their  faces  in  a  reformed  Conmion  Wealth ;"  1.  5  (from  foot), 
'  iHs  Homereforas '  is  the  true  reading — a  very  fiivourite  quo- 
tation contemporarily. 

„'   80, 1.  7.  The  word  ^juflns*  has  dropped  out  after  ^fortis,' 
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Page  8f,  1.  7»  read  'angufta.* 
M    S5,  L  14,  *plurified^  read  *plurisUd*\    plorisy  often  means  what  we 

wcmld  call  plethora. 
M    86,  L  19,  *phugh/ora  '^  plague-cores  —  for  the  spelling,  cf.  99,  17, 

„  88(h»t  line),  *Mmixe*  read  ^PhUcxemu:  Sir  T.  Browne  has  a 
caiioas  chapter  on  this  wish  in  Vulgar  Errors  (B.  vii.  ch.  3). 

„    91, 1,  14, '/*«/•  read  •/«r»to.' 

M  93»  1*  I7»  **'f  ConJUuue.*  Crosse  might  have  known  a  different  version 
of  the  story  from  that  which  Sonthey  has  made  fiunons. 
Ments  was  Bishop  Hatto's  see. 

„    95,  L  12,  *  winch  like  a  gald  horse.'    Hamtd^  iiL  3. 

i>  97i  L  7  (from  foot),  and  note.  Crosse  might  have  defended  himself  by 
quoting  the  English  Prayer  Book,  **  Therefore  with  Angels 
and  Archangels,"  &&— none  the  less  is  it  erroneous. 

>»  99i  I*  16,  'tv/!w/mi^/^'ai blameworthy;  L  17,  *pla»igk^  HaUiwell  gives 
^ploghe^  sport,  pleasure ;  which  suits  here  veiy  welL  The 
same  word  no  doubt  as  '  ploy,'  still  familiar. 

„    102,  L  90,  ' ChirUUu' read  * Ck«rihu*;  L  21,  *Ailix* Ia,  Aleacander. 

„     103, 1.  I9h  *fMe^S  very  similar  to  the  passage  ia  7SvsM</i4iSlMr  9 
**  Which  once  a  day  with  his  emboffed  froth,"  &c 

„     104,  t  6,  ^Sandimm/t  the  substantive  coirespondmg  to  sancHimmotu. 

„     107,  L  8-9,  *  thi  dimers  qmrriJUrs '  certainly  should  be  £m^s, 

„  115,  L  8^  '<i^^bi«^*=  spectators,  as  the  context  draws:  according  to 
the  modem  French  sense ;  t04, 106^  108,  X13, 115,  x  17, 127, 137 ; 
1.  17,  *mjhrians*  can  here  only  mean  *  actors^  (histriones).  A 
blunder  on  Crosse's  part  (^course;  L  6  (from  bottom),  ^wkdher* 
»  which  of  the  two. 

,,  116^  mar]g^,  '<^iv»0MM/r's>  instructions  (Latin),  as  infi^  p.  141,  L  23. 
Opposite  this  in  the  text,  'a  twopamy  olma^  shows  the  price 
of  admission  into  theatres  at  the  time. 

„     117,  L  10,  ^ Players^  TtsA  ^Playet^^  ^acopper-UMgmiUwiam^^^iLtxXxx. 

„     121,  L  9 — qxL,  read' a&sefui^us*  for  *<fdsepiia*^ 

„  122,  L  12,  '  hiekoratHe  geniUimn^^  the  same  phrase  as  in  the  address  to 
his  fellow-dramatists  in  '*  Groat's  worth  of  Wit,"  which  peihaps 
was  in  Crosse's  mind  when  he  wrote  this  paragraph.  Compare 
the  remark  as  to  the  poverty  of  Dramatists  with  what  is  said 
before  of  the  riches  gained  \pf  actors,  p.  117, 

„     123,1  2  (from  foot),  ^hmfi^  read  *kotirf,* 

„     124,  L  19, 'Q^'read 'CP/ltf*. 

„    125, 1.  14,  "For  Satan  finds  some  misdiief  still,"  &c. 

„     127,  L  4,  * ArcAifa*  read  *Arckia.* 

n     128, 1.  2  (from  foot),  ^h(m/(f'  read  *houre.* 

n     I35»  1-  32,  *€Hum*  read  *euum^;  1.  23,  for  'causus^  read  *  casus.* 

M     I36»  L  3,  ^MortaU:    Query  ^JwunortaU'  r;l  20,'ihe  waier  offdfe^lcw,' 
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Is  this  an  allusioii  to  Ben  Jonson's  Cynthia*s  RrvcU :  or  the 
Fountain  ofSdf-LcnH  t 

„     138,  L  ao^  *Sarge'  read  ^Surge.^ 

n  139^  !•  5»  '  *s  the  bTtiog  of  the  Afpicke,  brings  death  as  in  a  flomber,  ye 
aflanlt  thereof  not  being  felt '—  Cf.  Antony  and  Cleopatra^  V.  ii. 
243,  "the  pretty  wonn  of  Nilus  there  that  kills  and  pains  not  *M 
L  9,  'cr'read  '^.' 

„     141,  L  3,  *habitacU^^  rare  word. 

,.     142,  L  XI,  *Heradus^  read  *  ffercuUs.* 

„  145, 1.  iS,  '  it[sy  The  '  s '  was  not  necessary.  There  seems  no  doubt  that 
'  it '  as  a  possessive  piononn  is  older  than  *its^^  which  of  course  is 
▼ery  seldom  found  in  writings  as  early  as  1603. 

t9  147,  L  25  and  note,  '  impregnable^  from  the  context  seems  rather  to  mean 
'  nnpregnanty  sterile.  CC  the  case  of  other  words  in  '^/r'  in 
this  book ;  /./.,  'tentiMe'  and  *audibU '  on  p.  120. 

„     I48»  !•  4*  for  'endured'  read  *endued*l 

M  I49»  !•  3>  ^PoUman.'  Query  'Solomon'}  or  perhaps  the  Platonic  philo- 
sopher '  Polemon '  ? 

„  153,  L  12,  <Mar/tEr>ia/'— formed  like  'somewhat.' 
At  p.  1 13  there  seems  to  be  a  special  allusion  to  certain  plays  on  biblical  subjects. 
The  reference  would  fit  Greene  and  Lodge's  Looking  Glass  for 
London  amd  En^and^  and  Greene's  (lost)  History  of  Job:  and 
the  representing  of  "  the  infirmities  of  holy  men "  points  at 
Peele's  David  and  Bethsahe. 
»f  P*  115,  the  mention  of  Menander  as  '*the  first  inventor  of  Comedies,*'  does 

not  give  one  a  high  idea  of  Crosse's  erudition* 
„  p.  127,  the  estimate  given  of  the  number  of  those  who  "lived  on  their 
means  "  in  London  is  curious. 

II  P*  '37*  Gentlemen  are  rated  for  keeping  too  many  servants  :  it  is  much 
commoner  to  see  them  blamed  for  keeping  too  few ;  the  reason 
for  both  views  being  that  serving-men's  patronage  was  a  prin- 
cipal support  of  the  theatres  and  of  thelighter  literature  of  the  day. 
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